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The Hiftoiy of S W E D E N. 

S EC t. I 

Of the etymology^ geography y form of government j and 

prefent ft ate of Sweden. 

TH E etymology of Sweden^ like that bf ihoff other ]£fp^f^^y 
names, is difputed, and all the i-efdarches of the ^3^^, 
learned have only ferved to render it more doubt- deii4 
ful. As the iubje3, indeed, is but of little importance to a 
deader who feeks for inftru£t!on, We fliall avoid entering in*^ 
to the debate^ contenting ourfelves with one or two of the 
moft natural and obvious etymons. Some derive Sweden 
from Siven ', which'to this day figniiies w&rlike^ youthful, 
(^c. in the Sz(;^if/& language, and was, for that reafon, bc" 
ftowied on ihahy of the kings and warriors of thid country. 
Others again derive it from Scytb or Scythia **, by a tranfpo- 

* LoccEN. Anti^. SueV. Goth. p. %, ^ Ol. Mao. p. 15^6^ 
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^ The Hificry of Sweden.' 

iition of letters, and gradual change of found ; which we 
think altogether forced. L^y, Grfftm*con]tdtanB wxth 
great probability, that it may be derived from Swediy fweat» 
intimating the hara labour the firft colony from Scythia^ 
fettled here, undenyent^ in clearing the woods, and rendering 
the country fit foe tillage. But the archbiihpp of Vpfal^ 
in his Annals, calb iht ancient Swedis^ SweSudtfr and o»/- 
tbiodar (A) ; and Jemandos fpeaks of them by the appella- 
tion of Suethiodij whence the archbifhop .deduces Suidia, 
Without infifting upon eitbep of thefe derivations, it is fuf- 
ficient that centuries back this kingdom has been knowa 
by the name of Sue^a^ l^l^ich we &ve changed ta Swedm^ 
agreeable to the ruje^ bX'MkEngHJh kngtiage. It would' be 
«n ufeleiSf^.baprelv.difiluifidon to lead the reader through the 
mazeiQY*jcpnje'(^ure\l)aa^s{rded by hiflogrians and antiquaries 
upon tbii fub^A ;*Xbe fditner part of our hiftory was loaded 
witK too inti^jpT**tiii$.J^ind of Erudition, and we jfaovld 
^ ' think ourfeR45* juf IjjvorKitoble, if, after the objections 

made upon* ufi|iC.arlHMiJt^ we flioiild ftilf retain a fatrit fo 
eafily avoided^* \vhere vanity does not wholly obfcure un- 
derftanding, and huny us headlong againft what we are 
fenfiUe is a tre(pais on the kvfs of hiftorical compofition,- 
Geography^ The part of ancient Scandinavia Known by the name of 
Sweden^ is bounded by the Balticy the Sounds and the Scha^ 
girac or Categate^ on the fouth ; by Norwegian Lapland on 
the north ; on the eaft it has Mujanvy \ and towards the 
weft it is fecured by the impervious mountains of Norwa^m 
Sweden comprehends a vaft tra6l of continent, extending 
from fifty-five degrees twenty-two minutes, to fixty-nine 
degree thirty-one minutes liorth latitude ; a^ from tho 
eleventh to the thirty-fecond degree of longitude, eaft from 
London. Some geographers indeed reckon from the fifty- 
fixth to the fixty-ninth degree of weft latitude, and Irom 
the fixteenth to the thirtieth of longitude ; but later obfer- 
vations have correded their errors^ and fixed it as we have 
laid down. It muft be obferved, that Finland^ tho' part of it 
was ceded to Mujccvy at the \2& peace^ is included withia 
thefe limits : but as the frontiers of bordeafing kingdoms frc^ 

« Grot. IB Procc^. p. 53. 

(A) The arcU»ihop-s opini- aad other frngmeats of aatiqirfw 

oniseoalirBied byalmoftallthe ty. In all of che6the.wm% 

ancient monuments with Runic Suidiodflt S*wediodarf or Sui* 

infcriptions» as wdl as by the tbkdar, frcfomUy occor^ 
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UMaiiij Vatf , Vf^ chufe to adhere to fuch as Wert fotthtitf 
deemed boundaries^ and always called a part of &u)eden. 

This potont kingdom may be divided into feven gT2Ln& tie ^f^edi 
proviaqes, each of whieh contains feveral leSer divifions, di*v^oHf 
wiiioh it would be unneceflary to enumerate. The great of Swe* 
4ui\6oM are, i. Sweden Proper^ bounded on the north hy^tm 
tMfkndy and on the fouth by Gothland^ extending 710 miles 
k&DEk north to. feutti, and near 225 frdm eall to weft. 
£. GftUand^ furroandad on the eaft^ /outh, and weft, by the 
Ai/Wf9 the Siwidy and part of the northern ocean. 3. Xf« 
f/4iiM, or Liefiamdy as the natives ter£ it^ bounded by th^ ' 
gulph of Fmiandon the notth^ the duchy of Coitrland an<t 
idtbtuaua on the fouth, by Mufcwy on the eaft, and on the 
Wfift by the gulph of Rig<A* 4. Ingermenland^ or Ingriai 
Vouaded on the north by the gulph of Fitdand^ the river 
Itimkii aftd the great lake Ladoga ; on the eaft by an ima* 

Jiaaiy line coming from the town of Luba to the river 
\i^a. 5. FinJand, or Finingia^ extending from the polar 
circle, or Kami LafUmd on thd north, to the gulph of Fin* 
hmi on the ibutb. 6. Swedijk Lapland^ bounded on thet 
north by D^mft^ Lapland^ on the fouth and fouth- eaft by 
y^mpUrhmd^ Angermania^ and Bothnia^ on the weft by the 
i^igk ridge of mountains which feparate it from Norway^ 
cxtoidkig in length from eaft to weft about 360 miles, an^ 
in breadth from fixty-five degrees thirty minutes, to fixty^ 
' Rtiiedegrees Qf north latitude* 7. The iflands of Gethlandi 
Oelands OeJeU Dago, Jkmdy Hegland^ and Rugen^ which laft is 
at prefcnt difputed between the Swedes and Fruffiansy as indeed 
ase ahaioft ail the Sivedijh dominions in Germany* On this 
fide^ as well as on its frontiers towards Mufcovyi the limitat 
ef Sweden are precarious, depending wholly on the fuccefs 
of a war, and the ability of the miniftry in the cabinet; 
it cannot therefore be expeded we (hould be very accurate 
Vfk this particular^ with refpeft to the prefent po^feffions of 
t^e crown ^* « 

' Xhb capital of Sweden is Stockholmy the tnetropolis ^i dfthedi^ 
the whole kingdom, fuuated in Sweden Propety and built on ^ Stock- 
the junSion of feveral little iflands^ upon piles, taking its.holm^ 
Mame from two words cxpreiBve of that circumftance. 
Stocky timber, and Holmy ifland. About 340 years ago thefcS 
iflands were inhabited only by poor fifiiermen i but upon the 
building of a.caftle on one of them, to ftopthe incurfions of 
tfee northern barbarians the Mufcwitesy the court was tranf-^ 
I(aee4 hither for fecurity^ houfes were built, adjacent iflands 

^ GfQgraph. Moddrne, p« jiA* 

B a joined 



The Hijiory of Sweden. 

joined to this, and the city in time enlarged to its prefent 
dimenfions, reported to make one of the largeft cities tit 
Europiy with refpe£l to the number of houfes, though the 
number of inhabitants does not exceed 35»ooo* In general, 
the houfes are of wood, though perfons of fafliion build 
with brick. When a fire breaks out, it generally carries all 
^fore it, notwithftanding the excellent police eftabliflied in 
^his refpedt. Moft of the timber buildings are made in Fin- 
iandy according to models feift, and tranfported by water to 
Stockholm^ ready to put up ; fo that loiTes fuftained by fire 
are foon repaired, afld lefs pernicious to the public thkn in 
almoft any other country. Stockholm is flrongec by nature 
than by art. Towards the fea it is fecured by a number of 
little iflands, which render the harbour difficult of accefs ; 
and on the oppofite fide it is defended by the lake Melkrn^ 
' which falls into the fea, and by high, unpafTable mountains, 
which form the flrongefl walls. 7^he principal city ftand^ 
in the ifland of Stockholm^ about a mile and a half in circum« 
ference, the refl of the iflands forming the fuburbs, are con- 
neded by bridges with the city. Thus, fays Motraje^ it 
has all that is neceflary to conftitute, in the eyes of good 
judges, one of the finefl cities of Europe. In the ifland of 
Stockholm ftood the old citadel, long fince deflroyed by fire ; 
at prefent it is embellifhed by the, magnificent church, of 
ot. Nicholas^ the fenate-boufe, royal palace, the court of 
chancery, criminal college, a beautiful library, and a vari- 
ety of other noble public and private edifices. 

As to the government of Stockholm^ it is in the bands of 
the great fladtholder, who is, in confequence of his office, 
a privy-counfellor. Once every week he fits in the town- 
houfe, to adjufl the afFairs of the city ; and affifted by a fub- 
fladtholder and bailifF of the caflle, prefides in the college 
of criminals, by fome called the college of execution. The 
next magiflrates to him, in rank, are the four burgomafters, 
each of whom has his diflin£t department, and with them 
the counfellors of the city always vote, refolutions being 
taken by a majority of voices. Befides flated falaries, all 
thefe magiflrates have certain perquifites, arifmg from taxes 
laid on the inhabitants for the fupport of government, fo 
that they are not only honourable but lucrative places. Be- 
fides thefe falaries and perquifites, which are all ifTued from 
the city-treafury, Stockholm maintains a guard of three 
hundred foldiers. To fupport this expcnce, befides a duty 
on all goods imported and exported, which amounts to a 
confiderabie fum, this being the great mart of Sweden^ a 
yearly tax is impofed on the burghers, adjufted by a com- 
mon 
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mon council of forty-eight perfons chofen out of their own 
number, who regulate the impotition according to circum- 
ftances. Indeed they amount To high, that, with the king's 
taxes^ they would be intolerable, but for the extraordin^^ry • 
privileges in trade which they enjoy. It is the excellency . 
and fafety of the harbour that chiefly conduce to render 
^ockholm the great feat of trade. For this reafon all im- 
ported goods are brought hither, which are exchanged for 
the produce of the country, hemp, flax, pitch, deal, copper, 
and iron, commodities in themfelves fo valuable, that they 
draw a ballance againft almoft all the weftern and fouthern 
Itatea of Europe, 

In this province ftands likewife.the city of Upfalj long 
famous for its univeriity, and the refidence of an archbi- 
Chop. It is,- fays Salmon^ in his ufual, blundering manner, 
thp only arcbbiuiopric in any Lutheran country ^, an aflertion 
in itfelf abfolutely falfe as far as it is intelligible. What 
travellers ufually regard here, are the cathedral, library, and 
phyfick-garden, which laft is brought to the higbeft per<- 
fe^^ion the climate will admit, under the aufpices of that 
celebrated botanift the ingenious Dr. Linnausy whofe abilities 
are refpe£ted by the learned in every country in Europe, It 
would be tedious to enumerate the other cities in Sweden 
Proper^ as few of them merit a defcription ; fufficient it i$i 
that each province within this grand diviiion has its capital, 
beildes a variety of market- towns of lefs coniideration. 

As to the perfons of the Swedes^ they are robuft, ftrong, CharaSer 
healthy, and hardy, inured to fatigue, and capable of fup* of the 
porting hardfhips, beyond almoft any other people* Fre- Swedes, 
quent inftances of this will occur in their biftory, where 
courage wasTupported with a certain ftrength of conftitu- 
tion, which made the foldiers fet danger and fatigue at de- 
fiance. Weihall fee them combating, and even furmount- 
ing difficulties, the very thoughts of which would freeze 
the blood of foldiers of other countries ; we ihall fee them 
fighting for kings they difliked, from principle ; and ^gainft 
kings they admired, from their regard to liberty; But we 
ihall defcribe the features of their minds from their own ju- 
dicious hiftorian, the learned Puffendorf, According to 
him, the Swedes have a peculiar gravity of difpofition, en- 
gaging enough when tempered by a correfpondence with 
pther nations. Vanity and oftentation are their prevailing 
foibles J but thefe blemifhes are confined to externals, the 
|ove of drefs, ihew, and pomp, by which many families 

^ Salm. Mod. Hxft. torn, i, p. 65^ 
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pany their brft.qualtcies, deftroy their effeds, and gi^e th^ttt 

a fupercilious, difagrteable manner. Akrt and ready etibugH 

in learning the eleinents of arts and fcience^ th^y feldottt 

make any great proficiency, on account of n ceitsin im^ft-t^ 

tience pf temper and unfteadinefs of mind \ <t>r, Inore pr6<^ 

bably, from that fuiEciency taken notice of by out 2(uthor^ 

which perfuades them that they are fully accompliihed itt 

tbeir bufinefs, before they are half-inftrudedi. To their 

little tafte for mechanic employments is owing their floW 

jiro^refs in ii&ful manufactured) efpedally fuch as re^uirtt 

application and ingenuity. We may add to this defcripiion^ 

that the fevertty of the climate feems to have inHuenced 

tlieir minds as well as their bodies. Strength and folidity of 

judgment thfey often arrive atj but for vivacity and (prfght- 

linefs pf wit, thefe are qualities fcarce underftobd in Sweden* 

Th^ir iMttoral genius difpofes them for employments df 

fatigue and bodily labour, rather than of imaginattoi^ I 

find even in the art of war, their favourite occupation^ tKei^ 

generals have htctk famous for courage and efrduring haul* 

fliips, feldom for ftratagem, intrigue, and tbofe refined qistk^ 

Itties of the head^ that difplay great talents. However in^ 

. ilefatigable fome of them are in civil afFdrs, ^ey feldoni 

raife thfcir (peculations above wliat the neceility of their 

mnployrnenls recJiuires. Whenever they are diiringt^iflied 

for ability, it proceeds more from experience than ftudy. 

This apfiears more rensarkably in their learned exertionsj, 

wJierf w« feldom fee ^n inilance of original genius, all their 

audition confifttng in compilations from the writers of 

ether nations. The Swedi/b gentry are too proud to fbUoW 

trade, or even the liberal pT<^effions, neceffity alone coiii* 

pelling thein to exercife the fundions of the pulpit, the bat*, 

or of pbyfic. As to the clergy, they afFeft gravity and long; 

btards, which often fupply the want of learning ; l^pwever^ 

$s they afl^dl hofpitaltty, they are greatly beloved by tbd 

people* We may perhaps attribute their little (kill in con« 

froverfy, and d^oiogical erudition, to that dcfpotiltn iti thik 

0tve^ conftittttion, which admits not of liberty of coti^' 

^ence or difputes concerning xeligion. In the cities, prtd^ 

l^d arrogance are lefs prejudicial than among the country^ 

gentlemen. Here they will condefcend to engage in tra^i 

but, if we may believe Metrotyt^ they are better proficients 

in the an of cheating, and that fpecies of little cnntiing, 

than of (air and honeil trafBc. The peafants, fubmiffire, 

and even abjed:, to their fuperiors, when fober, are turbu- 

{cut:, mfgl^Dti 2ftd ft^ntic^ wi^eii dnmk;^ to which they ar4 

mucli 
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nnicli inclined, ftrong ^irits being in the higkeft efteem ; 
and perhaps with fome degree of reafon where the diet is 
.Mor, and the climate intenfely cold. In g;eneral9 the 
Swedes are religious in their way^ conftant at divine fervice, 
'eminently loyal and aiie&ed to monarchy, but more fo to 
liberty, or what they take for liberty ; grave, even to forma- 
lity ^ heavy, to the very borders of llupidityj'fufpicious, 
envious, and pilfering. Such at leaft is the portrait drawn 
by M&trofe^y an author too much in conceit with his native 
country to allow its whole merit to any other. It is indeed 
ridiculous to attempt a general character of a people from 
the fmall circle of our own acquaintance \ yet this feems to 
have been Motraje^B rule. What man in his fenfes would 
charaderife Eitglandf or even Lendoriy from what he fees at 
JFIapping,, or St. Gile$h ? The manners of one province in 
Stveden differ as much from thofe of another, as the manners 
of a Swede and a Dane. Would we therefore enter fully 
into the character of nations, we muft ftudy their hiftory, 
•and explore their manners, by marking the effects of re- 
volutions, the progrefs of laws, arts, and fciences, their 
condud in war, and the fentiments of the people with re- 
fyc& to peace ; which, with a few other chara£teriftical 
siiarks, will give the whole outlines of the p]6lure. 

Before we finifli this exterior view of Sweden^ it m^^ 
be neceifary to fay fomething of its woods and rnine^, 
which form the moft valuable of its merchantable commo* 
dities. As for the woods, they overfpread the greater part 
of the whole kingdom, and are all of the rofinous kind, pe- 
culiar to cold dimates, viz, pines, fir, juniper, beech, and 
ibitie oak. For (bme years the Dutch have carried on a 
confiderable trade with^w^^ for deal, which they find as 
good as that of Norway ; the demand for pitch and tar rofe 
with the fale of deal, and now this branch of trade begins to 
leflen the exports from Norwe^ and Denmark* 

In Sweden there is one filver mine fo confiderable, that it 
produces yearly to the crown about 20,000 crowns of pure 
Silver ; we mean, that the king has the pre-einption of all 
filver dug in the mine, paving one-fourth lefs than tbe real 
value. This mine has been fo long wrought, that it is 
more than 130 fethom deep, the roof being Supported with 
ftrong arches of oak. Writers fpeak only of one copper- 
tnine that has been much wrought, and even that, it is be- 
lievedj will be relinquifbed, the profits fo little exceed the 

^ Pag. 27» et feq. 
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cxpence ; but we are aflured that of late years ieveral other 
piines have been opened with great fuccefs. 

Iron mines and forges are in great abundance, efpe-r 
grially in mountainous parts, where there is the conveniency 
of falling ftreams, to turn their mills. It is computed that 
the exports in iron amount to near 400,000 pounds vearly ; 
notwithftanding the forges have of late years been io much 
encreafed in number, and the price of iron fallen by th^ 
rivalihip among the traders. It is not many years (ince the 
Swedes were fo ignorant in mechanics, that they exported 
all their iron-ore to PruJJia and Dantzicy where it was caft 
in bars, and fold by the name of Dantzic or Spruce iron ; 
however, fome ingenious Dutch artifis introduced the art of 
mftnufaduring it, and they are now extremely expert. 
^r0di» Qp ja^e years a variety of manufadures have been ereSed 

in Sweden^ particularly nlk and woollen, the latter of which 
begins to fiourifh ; yet ftili the imports in (ilks, ftufFs, and 
woollen cloths, are very confiderable, though by no means 
equal to the goods exported, a^s has been aflerted by fome 
writers ; the trade with France only being difadvantageous 
to Sweden. To regulate commerce there is a college of 
trade ere£led, under the conduA of a treafurer and fouf- 
counfellors. The bank of Stockhotm is of the utmoft advan* 
tage to commerce, as it always affifls the credit of the mer-* 
chant, and prevents his ever being at a lofs to make pay- 
ments, or extend his ftock. Bills are drawn upon each other, 
and ftock transferred, without the trouble of tranfportin^ 
money from place to place, which woUld be an intolerable 
labour, particularly in Sweden^ where the current money is( 
copper, and payments are generally made in that metal. In- 
deed the greateft trade of this kingdom has been always 
condOfted by foreigners, the natives wanting either genius, 
application, or fufficient capitals. Their iron-works arp 
carried o^,upoh credit : for inflance^ their merchants con- 
traft with the EngUfi ; they receive a certain portion of the 
payment before they have dug a bit of ore, and they arc 
enabled to perform their articles fooner or later, juft as the 
Englijh merchant's money arrives. Their poverty and little 
difpojlition for coinmercp is of the utmoft importanceto the 
foreigners fettled among them, who are permitted only be- 
caufe they are neceffaty. It is with envy they behold them 
flouri(h and grow rich ; and the Englljhj who love (hew and 
jigure, are particularly diflikedj although the Dutch, from 
the plainnefs aind parfiqiony of their living, make ihift to 
glide down|the tide of prx)fperity in quietncfs. 

■' . ■ ' '•■ ••••••■,■■ ■ Tm 
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The Swedes^ and indeed moft maritime nations, have Gaverm- 
followed the example of England^ in eftablifbing an a£l of ^futa §/ 
navigation, prohibiting foreigners to bring to their markets Swedciu 
9ny goods, but what are the produ£t of their own markets ; 
an aQ that affefts the Dutch chiefly, as they are the com- 
• men carriers of Europe, But the jutt, idea of a country is not 
to be acquired from fuch circumftances as thefe; we have 
therefore treated them with brevity, as they may be found 
in every modern traveller, in order that we may expatiate 
'with more freedom on the conftitution and laws of Sweden, 
From government it is, that all thebleffings of fociety flow. 
•Where Statutes are wifely formed, and honeftly executed, 
'man may live happily among the barren' frozen mountains 
of Laplandy or amidft the fcorching fultry fands of Liiya. 

According to Tacitus^ the belt political hifiorian of an- Anntw^ 
tiquity, all government among the northern nations appears theandeia 
to have been monarchical' ; unreftraiped by contracts with ^»*i'^'»- 
thefe people, the Goihs^ in particular, fwayed the fceptre ^^^^ 
with an abfolute authority. We may judge of their confti* Swcdoi* 
tution, by the nature of the governments they eflablilhed in 
-countries over-run by their wars. From them feudal tenures 
-had birth ; a kind of reward beftowed on the valiant and faith- 
ful, which, at that junAure, Ibewed the abfolute power of the 
monarch, but in time became the inftrument of hurting his 
prerogatives. Thefe tenures were moftly held by military 
men, who, from their poiTeffions, conftituted the nobility 
and gentry of the country, on condition of performing cer- 
tain fervices to the crown. In courfe of time, they began 
-to complain of the tyranny of the monarch, and to enter 
into aflbciations and confederacies to oppofe him. Battles 
were fought, and the prince, ifworfted, compelled to fub* 
mit to certain limitations of his power, to admit the nobi- 
lity and gentry into a fl^are of the government, and perhaps 
to furrender his hereditary right to the crown, putting the 
power of eledion in the bands of the fubjefts. Neither 
defpotifm nor hereditary right were indeed univerfal over ail 
the northern nations ; but it appears, on the beft authorities, 
to have b^cn the moft ancient form of government among 
the Swedes, 

On the firft planting of Chriftianity, another powerful changef 
body, who from their influence over the minds of the people, in the com-* 
and that flavift implicit obedience paid to the papal zutho- flittaion 
rity, obtained grtat wealth and credit, claimed a fliare iri uponfhe 
{he adminiftration, and controlled the power of the civil /r/? intro- 

du&ionof 
f DaMoa. GSRMAK, p. 256, thechrifti- 
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inagiftrate in proportion as the ecclefiaAical gained ftrength* 
To ballance the eccIeHaftical power, as well as to reftrain the 
pride of the nobility, the fover^ign granted certain priv«« 
leges to the burgei&s and common people, entitling theai 
to fome influence in the legiflature \ but thefe being the vaflals 
and tenants of the nobility, and greatly under the dominion 
of the clergy, were of little fervice to the crown, until anew 
regulation was made, whereby the commons wererepreieiit- 
ed by a few leading wealthy perfons among them, who were 
moft independent of the barons. Hiftory, it is true, is not 
very clear, with refpe£t to the manner in which the com- 
mons werefirft introduced into the great council of the na- 
tion ; but we have documents fuificient to prove, that they 
were intended by the Sovereign as a counterpoife to the no- 
bility and clergy. They, again, in their turn, trefpailed on 
the political line which feparates the legiflature, and keeps 
within certain boundaries the difierent departments that 
compofe the conftitution, of which we fhall meet with feme 
extraordinary inflances, in the courfe of the enfuing hiftory. 
Be this as it will, neither department fo far incroacbed on 
the other, as abfolutely to aboUA any part of the conftku- 
tioh. The kingdom, forr fome centuries, has been govern^ 
ed by four eftates, fubordinate to the ibvereign : i. ThjB iKh- 
bility. 2. The clergy, j. The burgeflcs. 4. The comaions, 
or the peafants. Various attempts have been made by etc^ 
to gain the afcendant, either by uniting itfelf with fome 
6ther of the ftates, or throwing itfelf into the fcale of the 
fovereign ; but whatever temporary advantages might be 
gained, were foon again loft, and the equad poife of go« 
vcrnment rcftored. 
^helimi' We ihall begin with the fovereign, as the bead of the 
tations of kingdom, and defcribe the prerogatives of the diflFerent ftates 
the ancient in their natural order. From a very early period of the mo- 
royalpre- narchy, until theacceffion ofGu/lavus Eric/en in X523, the 
rogati've. crown of Sweden was eledive, and the royal preiogatives 
extremely limited. Vefted with little more than theenfigns 
of fovereignty, the king could not declare war or emA 
peace, impofe taxes, or levy troops, without the confeht of 
tfhe ftates, or, during their recefs, of the fenate. His tt^ 
venues were fcanty, as his power wascircumibribed* They 
arofe from a trifling poll-tax on the pea(ants> fines and fof^ 
feitures in criminal cafes, and certain fmall demefnes about 
UpfaL Even this revenue was reduced by the encroachments 
of the nobility and clergy : at laft, it was brought fo low^ 
that the king could fcarce maintain two hundred horfes ; 
' and was, in mort, confidered as little more than the chief 

oiSicer 
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dl5«?t In fhc field, and thfc prcfident in the hfgli C&tinfer! <if 
Ac riatioft. Thfe feniatc eiigroffed to rtfclf srteioft the whoitt • 
executive power ; and though the-tight of filHng tip vacan- 
cicii befongcd to the fovertign» by which means toe •retained 
fbme weight; yet the new fenatws no fooner tafted 
the ftwrttji of independencyj than they forgot their obliga- 
tbhs to theft benefador, and ftfui^k iiito the meafHrea of 
their collegues, to extend their bwn power, and rcftrcncfci 
riiat of the ftn^reign. The g&v«*nment of caftles, fief^, ot 
lienors, granted by the kitig daring life only, wei« grade-* 
^tly altered to hereditary pofieffions, ctaimed as fuch by rights 
atld held by no other title than force. The rents were 
ftopped by the nobility, and the tytlicsby the'dergyj und^l* 
pretence that church-lands were exempted from ril taxe» 
und impofttions. The archbiihop of tMci^ both as pri- 
inate bf Sweden and head of the lenate, became the chief 
jhan m power, and often contended witil hid fovereigli a« 
bout prerbgativfes, which indifputably were inherent in thi 
crown \ and the other officers of iftate, anrd gbverm^rs df 
^Ovinccs, in time, claimed a like independency oh Wiat 
irery authority they were firft infti tuted to fiipport. Not on* 
ly the barons, but the clergy fortified caAles, by wh?dh they 
niaintained a defpotic fway within certain juri^fAfowsj 
inming their f affals, they waged war with each other^ Wfcfc 
fo many petty tytantJ, and often againft their king> %hi3fe 
ipreaknefs they defprfcd and inftrltdl. Too pmtid ^ feek . 
redreft at his courtis, eadi obtained jtiftice for himft^f hf 
dint of arms ; the people wtreflaves, the nobility aitd dfefg^ 
Ibfolttte fovereigns, and the prince, origittally defttned td 
,^vern the whole, reduced to a mere cypher. 

THfc valour, prudence, popularity of Gtiftthtis^ fittt *<e*- Guftavui 
fte>red its priftine (plendor to the crown. The Dafiks b^ Ericfeo 
come infupportably infolent, Gu^dtftts flood up in dfefenee <X refumesthi 
Kberty, and by his gcAcrotis efforts broke tht yote of ufur- preroga- 
pation. Gratitude took poffeffion of every brfeafl, awd the ticves of 
ftates thought they could ne^cr fufficiently ex^refs tfieir ienfe thecr<h-wnt 
^ the obligations they owed theit delit^rer. A folemn d^* <aW ma^es 
tree W2i$ paffed, enabling Huftimis to take any iheaftfpes ^ ii^e gor . 
thought proper for the prefcrvation of his digtiity ; hii •eflne* 'vernment 
Hifes were declared the trtemres of the ftwe ; the ngfit of ^fpf^^ic. 
peace and war vefted in him, with a variety of othw- ptt* 
iXJgatives cxprefely Reified in the A?cre^. 

A roftttJi^ATE incident octtirred at ttiis t?^tt^, ^ich 
greatly aiSfted the tJefign* di thfe artfd rniMianch. Taking 
advantage of the Lutheran religion, now iirft introduced in* 
19 ^v^eden^ be recoverecl -the toyi^ dftk^ «njl demefnes, 
^ Vhich 
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which had been long alienated from the crown, and looked 
upon as church-property, under pretence of promoting the 
doSrine of Luther. The people opprefied with eccIeCafiic^l 
tyranny, rejoiced to fee the clergy humbled, and the power and 
revenues of their favourite monarch enlarged. An a6l was 
pafled by the ftates, ordaining, that all the privileges of 
the clergy (hould be at his majefty's difpofal ; that all grants 
of eftates to the church, fince the edi^ publiflied by Canat^ 
fen in 1447, fliould be repealed, and the lands fo bequea- 
thed, reunited to the crown ; that the bifhops (hould imme- 
diately furrender their ftrong holds, caftles, and fortrefles, to 
the king,^ and difband all their troops ; that their pretended 
rights to fines and forfeitures ibould be reftored to the royal 
prerogative, to which it originally belonged ; that the fu- 
perfluous plate and church-bells ihould be fold to pay the 
pu|>lic debts ; and that two-thirds of the tithes, ufually 
poflefled by the biOiops and abbots, fhould be fequeftered for 
the fupport of the army in time of war, and for eredting and 
endowing public fchools in time of peace. 

In confequence of an order from the diet, this decree was 
prefented to the king by the chancellor and Olaus Petri, the 
great promoter of the proteftant religion in Sweden^ with an 
aflurance, that the afTembly would never, in the fmalleft in- 
ilanc^, oppofe his will t. It was after thus humbling' the 
haughty ecclefiaftics, that GuJIavus made a progrefs through 
Sweden^ accompanied by a military force, to fee the ad put 
in execution. The clergy's tithes and grants were fcrupu- 
loufly examined, and many of them fet afide, agreeable to 
^he intention of the decree ; whence the crown-revenues 
were augmented near two-thirds; befides 13,000 farms, which 
the church had appropriated toitfelf, were now annexed to the 
civil lift, for the fupport of the royal d?gnity and of govern- 
ment. After concluding matters to his wilh with the clergy, 
Gtiftavus then attacked the ufurped rights of the nobility, in 
the fame manner, and met with equal fuccefs. His next 
attempt was, to ma^e the crown hereditary in his own fa- 
mily; to accomplifti which he aiTembled the ftates, and 
propofed in the moft artful manner the abolition of that 
ancient cuftom of electing their monarchs, which had 
been attended with fuch a variety of calamities. After re- 
capitulating his own fervices, and the happy efFeds which 
would neceflarily flow from his propofal, he aflumed an aif 
of fovereignty, and inforced his rhetoric with certain inti- 
mations> which the aiTembly well underftood, that he would 

t liOqcBN, HiA, lib, yu 
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have his will pundually obeyed. There appeared j^ot 
one man, who had the courage to ftand up in defence 
of this greateft of national liberties. The refpedive depart** 
nients of the ftate confented with the moft fervile fubmiffion» 
to furrender their rights, abrogate their power of ele£liony 
and to fettle the crown on his eldeft fon, to defcend accord- 
ing to birth-right, to their heirs. Thus, from a limited^ 
Sweden became an abfolute government ; from the crown's 
being cledive, it became hereditary. The latter ftill re- 
mains ; but the former has received fuch alterations, as have 
reduced it within a narrower prerogative than ever, only 
that the fenate, inftead of the barons and clergy, have 
^furped the chief fway. As this is an event extremely me- 
morable in the Swedijh annals, it may be worth while to 
trace it to its fource. 

^ In the year 1672, when C6<3r/^i XL took the reins of au- 
thority into his own hands, he found the kingdom involved 
in a dangerous and unfortunate war ; the odium of which 
was thrown upon the queen regent, and thofe minifters who 
governed during the king's mmority. A refolution therefore 
was taken in the diet of the ftates, that the power aflumed 
by the fenate, was a {cincipal caufe of the misfortunes 
which befel the public; and that as no fuch mediators 
were wanted between the ftates and his majefty, fo the 
king was henceforward abfolved from the oath he had taken, 
to be governed in all his meafures by the fenate. Upon this 
the fenate was aboliflied, and a few of the members of moft Th^/euate 
court-intereft retained in a (hadow of honours, under the aboUjhed 
appellation of his majefty's counfellors. Now it was that ^Charles 
the king was raifed above the peers, an %Si of the ftates de- XL 
claring, that though regents, during a minority, might be 
called to account for their conduct ; yet the king, receiving 
bis crown, and deriving his authority from God, was re- 
fponfable only to the fupreme Being. Still, however, we 
find this claufe of limitation, that he was tied down by no 
ether engagement than thofe implied or exprefled in his co- 
ronation-oath, to govern the realm agreeable to law. In a 
word, feveral alterations in the government were made» all 
tending to enlarge the royal prerogative, and render Charles 
as abfolute as any monarch in Europe, We are not told by 
what means his predeceiTors loft that defpotic fway firft re- 
gained by Gti/iavus Ericfon^ and now reftored to Charles XI. 
but that it was confiderably diminiihed, appears by the af- 
cendant the fenate acquired during his minority, and the 
folemn renounciation of their power made by the diet, foon 
after the king's marriage^. 

h PuFFEND. torn, vli.^ ad fin. 
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CNARIfBS XII. maintained bis prerogatives In ttieif 
full power, till the unhappy defeat at Pulknva^ zni exile iif 
the ^rktjh dominions, when the fenate be^n to re&ime its 
gncient authority. On bis return, however^ to his German 
jominions^ he Uion convinced both the diet and fenate, that 
they muft not expedi back thof(^ ri^ts whkk they had timid- 
ly furrendered to his father. He told the ftates in particu^ 
]ar, to remember they were only the king's counfellors, whq 
derived the little power they had from him, and held it at 
his plealure. He moreover ordered hie chancellor to zc* 
quaint them, that he would fend one of his old boots tp 
govern them, which he required they would obey implicitly. 
In a word, be deprived them, on bis return to Sweden^ o( 
Ihe fhadow of authority they fet med flill to retain* 

CHARLES being killed at FrederickJhalU the crown, by 
' right, devolved on the duke of Holftein^ ibn of the eldet 
The daughter of Charks XL But the promifes, careiTes, and in-^ 

Swedes trigues of Ulrica Elmora^ the youngeft daughter, at that 
reccyer ij^e refiding at Stockholm^ induced the ftates to clefl hcf 
their hher^ Meetly and give the fupreme command of the army to her 
ties at the jmft^nj^ the prince of IMe CaJfU. The prince w^s at that 

C^ Is ^"™* ^***^ **'^ ^^^^ ^^ Vforway. Immediately on the king'* 
^ ij death, all the chief officers afiembled at his quarters^ to af-^ 

fiire him of their fervices, in cafe any oppofition was made. 
to the princefs's fucceeding to the crown. - No fooner was 
the prince alTured of the army, than he fent a courier to 
Stockholm \ where matters were fo well conducted by the 
princefs, that on the following Sunday (he was publickly 
prayed for as queen, in all the churches. Next day fh^ 
publUhed a declaration, renouncing all arbitrary power^ 
and at the fame time inviting the ftates to aflfemble at Stoci^ 
if^^ to confirm the public voice by their election. They 
met at the time fpecificd by the princefs, but as if voluntas 
fily^ and without regard to her fummons. She, however^ 
opened the afiembly with a politic fpeech, declaring, that 
fhe formed no pretenfions to the crown, but by their true 
•legion \ that, fenfible of the miferies confequent on the ex- 
orbitant power of their monarchs, (he chearfuHy renounced 
eveiy prerogative incoafiftent with national liberty, and* 
f\|bmitted to fuch reftridipns and limitations as they ^ould 
judge ncceflfary to iecure their freedoih. The princefs hav- 
ing thus acceded to all they propofed, was unanimpufly 
defied queen, notification of which was fent by a depu** 
ration, who at the fame time aflured her majefty of the coi7-» 
(lant loyalty and unakerable s^eal'of h.er diet. Some days 
afterwards were fpenc in fettling the &rm of adminiftration, 

agreeable 
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ftgreeable to the old conftttution of the kingdom. A b^lt^ 
confifttng of a variety of articles, was drawn up for dsis pur* 
pofe, but interrupted* by a motion which fome of the mem- 
bers made, and fupported with great warmth, to join the 
prince of Heffewith her majcfty in the regency. It is doubt- 
ful wher^ thefe debates would have ended, had not thd 
prince entered the ailembly, and aflured the ftates, that he 

iiretended to no fhare in the government, but would willing- 
y and chearfully difcharge any part in the public^ fcrvice 
they would think fit to aiSgn him. A declaration fb mode- , 
rate and prudent, terminated their debates, and th^ articles 
for re-eftabliOking the old conftitution pafled into an ad. 
Here it was exprefsly provided, that the queen fhould forfeit 
the crown upon any the leaft attempt, direfb or indired, to re- 
ftore arbitrary power; and that whoever Ihould advife her, or > 
any of her fucceiTors, to a^rbitrary meafures, fhould be de- Prefent 
clared an enemy to the ftate, and banifhed as a traitor to \iis form of go* 
country : that perfbns admitted into employments, ihould *vernmnt. 
£rft fwear themfelves of the Lutheran religion, natives of 
Sweden^ and enemies to arbitrary power : that her majefty 
ihould profefs ^eLutheranttYxgion^ the only one which fhould 
fee tolerated in Sweden^ except in the houfes of foreign am- 
bafladors : that her majefly fhould have no power to alienate 
the crown-dominions in favour of her younger children ; 
that her >heirs fucceed not to the crown, till they have ar*- 
rived at the age of twenty-one years, and fplcmnly figned 
the conditions of her majefty 's accefpon, renouncing defpo- 
tifm^ acknowledging that they hold, the crown of tbe people, 
and fubmit their education to the ftates. By the fourth ar- 
ticle, all laws which bad not received the fandion of the 
flates werededared of no force. The fifth prohibited the in-' 
creafing the public taxes without the concurrence of the 
diet. The fixth, refbained the monarch from declaring war 
or making peace, without the confent of the ftates, or of 
the fenate, during a- recefs.. By the tenth, the queen was 
reffarained from going out of the kingdom, without thiS con- ' 
fent of her people. By the twelfth, the fenate was to con- 
fifl of 29 menribers, chofen by a committee of the nobiljty, 
clergy, atid burghers. 3y the twenty-fifth, the queen was to. 
take no fum, exceeding twelve pounds, out of the treafury, 
without the confent of the diet or feniaite. Other articles 
ftipulated^ that M civil employment3 fhould be difpofed of 
fey the queen, with the confent of the fenate -, and military 
employments, above the rank of lieujtenaht-CQlonel, by the 
flates or fenate. The diet was to be c;iUed every three years, 
erofiener, if the public afiairs fhould require it* The fe- 
a nators 
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mtorswereto affift the queen -with their advice^ and to Wi 
refponfible to the diet for their condud. All officers and 
foldiers were to be fworn to allegiance to the queen, the diet, 
and the kingdom. The fenate were to take upon them the 
adminifiration^ when the queen was abfent, or indifpofed^^until 
the meeting of the ftates. Upon the abfence, dangerous 
illnefS) or death of the queen ; . in a word, upon any fudden 
or alarming occaiion, the fenate might fummon the ftates ; 
and if there fhould be no heir-male in whofe name they could 
be fummoned, they were to aflemble themfelves, the 30th day 
after the queen's deceafe. Such are the principal articles of this 
z& of limitation, figned by the marflbal, or fpeaker of the 
nobility, by the archbifbop of Upfal for the clergy, by the 
firft burgomafter of Stockholm for the burghers, and by the 
body of the peafants; afterwards figned and ratified by 
the queen. 

AT' the next meeting of the flates, which happened on 
the 27th of February 1720, her majefty wrote a letter with 
her own hand, acquainting them of her extreme defire^ 
that his royal highnefs might be joined with her in the ad-^ 
miniftration ; both on account of the tender afFeftion (he 
bore her royal confort, and the nice and difficult conjun£ture 
of affairs* Upon receipt of this letter, a conference of the 
four ftates was held ; and it was. refolved, after warm de* 
^ bates, that raifing his royal highnefs to a participation of 
the fupreme authority, would be attended with great incon- 
yenieuces. The queen was no fooner acquainted with the 
(entiments of the diet, than flie wrote a fecond letter, ofFegr-* 
ing to refign the diadem, provided they would place it on 
the head of her confort, to revert to her, in cafe fiie fhpuld 
happen to furvive him. The prince alfo fent a declaration, 
importing, that if the diet thought proper to confer the fu-» 
preme dignity on him, he would confirm the limitation-a£i:y 
and ratify fuch other ftipula^ions, in favour of liberty, as they 
ihould believe neceflary ; for that, as he was the perfon who 
advifed the queen to furrender arbitrary power, fo they might; 
depend on his conforming, in all refpeds, to the a£i: of re* 
gency eftablifhed in the laft feffions. 

All being readily granted, on the fide of the queen and 
her royal confort, that the ftates could require for the. fecu- 
rity of their liberties, it was unanimoufly refolved to grant 
her majefty's requeft, that fhe might be permitted to refign^ 
and transfer the exercife of the royal prerogative to her con- 
fort. The refolution was notified on the 22d oi March to 
the queen and prince, by a fele£): committee, of each order 
of the ftatea. On this occafion^ his highnefs figned . aa 

ii^rument 
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Inftrumerit, containing an aflurance of his prefcrving invio^ 
lably the conditions upon which he received the crown. 
In this inftrument were contained certain reftri£lions and li^ 
mitations, not mentioned in the former a£t of limitation. ' 

Aiiiong others it was cxprefsly fpecified, that the King 
ihould not have power of drawing the fmalleft fum out of 
the treafury, without the confent of the ftates or fenate ; 
and that the number of fenators (hould be reduced to (ixteen^ 
Thus the Swedesy not ohly recovered, but enlarged their li- 
berties ; the ftates regained a kind of fovereignty, and the 
king's prerogative was fo limited, that he became wholly 
dependent on the will of the people. Since that time, the 
poife between the nobility and commons has been deftroyed i 
the latter having loft a great numbet of their ancient privi^- 
leges, and among others, that important one of aififting 
at the fecret committee,, in which all affairs of moment ar^ 
tran&died. Severtd memorials have been preiehted on this 
head, infurredions have appeared in different provinces, 
but to no cfTeft ; the nobility have got the power in their 
hands, and will probably keep it, until fome very extra- 
ordinary revolution ihall \Vreft it from them. Upon the 
whole we may fafely affirm, that the commons of 
Sweden^ with all their boafted freedom, are as great fiaves as 
the.peafants of France^ with this difference, that they are 
exempted from the tyranny of an arbitrary government, 
thbugh that is in a great meafure counterbalanced by the 
opprefTion of their potent nobility (A). 

With refpcd to the ftates, they confift of deputies fent j^^^^f^^* 
from the nobility, clergy, burghers, and peafahts, aflem- ^r^ ^j^^ 
bled of courfe once Jn three years, but oftener. If the exi- a^^^ ^ 
gencies of affairs render it neceifary. Each family fends a Swedeiii . 
deputy, the whole number of nobility amounting to a thou- 
fand ; and with them the colonel, lieutenant-colonel, major, 
and fenior captain, of each regiment, fit and vote. It may 
appear furprifmg, that military officers (hould, in quality of 
their commiffions, have a feat in the high council of the na- 
tion ; but in Sweden^ the army form a part of thecionftitu- 
tion. The officers are for life, and have eftates in land, 
which pay rents equivalent to their pay, fo that they may be 
reputed a part of the landed intereft, independent of the 

(A) The author of the prefent gard paid to them ; but it is no 

fiate of Europe remarks, that great inftance of refpcft, that 

the peafants may be coniidered they are wholly excluded^ the 

M the landed intereil ofS^jueden, fecret committee, 
for which they have great re- 

Mod. Hist, Vol. XXXIII. C cjpwn. 
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ctown. Befides, as they are generally perfons of family^ 
and have all property of their own, there is little to be fearet 
from their attachment to the king. 

The clergy are reprefented by the bilhops and fuperin- 
tendants ; alfo by one deputy, chofen out of each rural 
deanry or difiridi, containing ten parilhes, whofe expences 
are fupported by the electors. Thefe form a body of .tW9 
hundred. 

The reprefcntativcs of the burghers are chofen by the 
magiftrates and cooimon council of each corporation ^ 
Stockholm (ending four, other corporations two, and fome 
one I making in the whole about an hundred and fifty. 

Lastly, the peafants of each diftrid choofe one of 
their own quality to reprefent them, whofe charges they 
pay, giving him inftru£lions about • fuch matters as . are 
diought neceflary to the good of their body. . Thofe de- 
puties are, generally (peaking, about two hundred and 
fifty. 

At the iirft meeting of the ftates, the king attends with 
the fenate, and the prefident of the chancery opens the diet 
"with a (peech on the part of his majefty, briefly remarking 
all the critical occurrences (ince their 1^ meeting, and the 
principal reafons for their being now convoked. He is an- 
Iwered by each of the fpeakers of the four orders, and thea 
the ftates repair to the different chambers appointed them ^ 
where each eleAs a certain number of members out of its 
own body, to compofe the fecret committee, appointed to 
prepare and digeft matters for the confideration of the ftates. 
This committee may indeed be deemed the legiilative power 
of Sweden^ as matters generally go in the ailembly according 
to the bias given in the committee ; fo that the peafants be- 
ing excluded this privilege, have really loft all weight iQ 
the legiflative ftate. Each of the feveral orders has a nega- 
tive vote; but, in their refpeftive houfes, a majority of 
voices abfolutely decides the buiinefs (B). It is cuftomary 
^ fop 

""(B) That the form of go- 
vernment eftabliflied at the ac- 
ceffion of the prince o^ Hefe Ifc- 
inains ftill without variation, ap« 
pears by the following a£^y 
£gned by the prefent king be- 
fore his coronation. ** Where- 
** as the united ftates of the 
** kingdom of SnveJent of their 
'* own motion, and by a free 
'< and voluntary choice, ele^- 



*t 



it 



** ed me fucceffor to the crown 

" oiSiweden^ Qi t\kt Qoths And, 

of the Vandals ; I fhonld be 

wanting in a fuitable return 

to the confidence they repo- 

** fed in me on my advance* 

*' ment to the throne, which it 

** devolved to me by the dift>o» 

<< fal of the Almighty, and bjr 

^'^ their free eledtion, if I did 

** not in the moft folemn man* 

** ACT 
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lot the orders to defer reprcfentuig their grieyatidcs, Un^ 
ihcj h^ve difmiffed .the bufinefs propofed by his nxaj^^y : . 

then (bey give in their remonfirances, to which the king 
makes fuch anfwers as are thought advifable i and at the 
|)reaking up of the cjiet, an extract of the whole proceedings^ 
jf^d^he.kipg'sanfwer to their grievances, is given to every 
i»eml;»er of ea^h prder, which he carries home to his confti- 
tuents. 

Njext to the ^ates, the fenate .forms the moft confide- ft^s^ 
i;able fer^nch of the government. They underwent various ff^tix 
|:cvolut^pps, fomctimes rifing to an exorbitance of power, at 
pthei* tiipes defcending to the mere ihadow of authority. . 
Atprefent, they are reAored to the ancient conftitution^ 
having not only authority to advife and admonifli the fove* 
jieign, ]bMt even to over-rule him, when he prefumes to at- 
tempt any thing contrary to law : indeed, without the con* 
curi:ence of the fenate, he can undertake nothing. They 
;ire chpfen, it is true, by the king, but tfaev takfe an oata 
pf fidelity to the kingdom, and are refponfible for their be- 
haviour to the ftates,^ who have the power to remove them^ 
^ould they find caufe to difapprove their condu<3 : but an 
exertion of this power feldom happens, either becaufe the 
fenate fludioufly avoid giving oiFence, or the diet is fcrupu-" 
lous ^bout hurting the delicacy of the king's prerogative, ot 
giving umbrage to perfons in fo great power as the fenators^ 



«( 



9er confirm the aflurance 
*^ there given, to fupport them 
«« at the expeaee of my life and 
« blood in.theeSrerciie of the 
^ pate dodlrine and religion 
« they profeis, and to preierve 
<' and defend the liberties and 
•* privileges they have acqui- 
<* red. And as my defires are 
•* from every things which might 
<* have the leafl inadowof con- 
** ftraint, I declare by this pub* 
'* He ad» which I fwear to ob- 
•• ferve npon my royal word 
*^ and faithy that I intend, not 
'*^ pnty to gpvern my kingdom 



** i-jj^z (where he viva declared 
" fucccffor to the crown), but 
*^ alfo that I (hall regard as the 
** moft dangerous enemies to 
«* me and the kingdom, and 
" treat as traitors to their coun<- 
** try, all fuch as fhail, either 
*' in public, or under any pre^ 
" tencc whatfoever, undertake, 
** or endeavour to introduce in- 
'* to this kingdom^' defpotis 
** power, or arbitrary govern- 
<* ment ; wherein God ftffift me. 
«« Signed, Adelpbus FretiericU* 
Stockholm^ Jlpril 6, 175 1. 
With fuch reftraints on the pre* 



'* according to the laws of rogatives of the crown, and thd 
*^ SwedeM, and the forms of privileges of the commons,, the 



^' i?g^9y,eftablUbed in 1720, 
,#« ^ i^ell as in conformity with 
J'* the aflurance I gave the ftates 
'* of the Jdngdom in the- year 



^'wtdijb government may well 
be reputed an ariftocracy, the 
whole power being engrofied by 
the nobility* 

C a In 
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In a word, the fenatc was never a more refpeftablc bodf 
than at prefent, being now eftabliihed as a fundamental 
part of the cohftitution, having thejdire£bfon of the revenue, 
and on the king's abfence or illftefS) the whole executive 
power in their own hands. As to their number, it is indc^ 
finite. In queen Chrijiiaris time the fenate was compofed 
of forty members j under Charles Guflavus they were re- 
duced to twenty-four ; and at prefent they confift of twelve, 
agreeable to the ancient conftitution. In Mr. MoleJivortVs 
time they had falaries of three hundred pounds per annum^ 
with feveral beneficial employments. The latter they ftill 
retain; but what the value of their prefent falaries may be, 
we know not. 

We may reckon as a part of the conftitution, the five 
great officers of the crown, who prefide each in a tribunal 
compofed of a certain number of fenators. Thefe are, the 
dr after ^ or chief juftice, at prefent the firft officer in Swederiy 
and formerly a kind of viceroy, vvith a power little inferior 
to fovereignty. The drofter has the honour of placing the 
crown on the king's head, and, what is of more real confe* 
quence, of prefiding in the fupreme court of juftice, to 
which all the inferior courts make their appeal. 

The next crown-officer, in rank, is the conftable, who 
prefidcs in the council of war, infpe<Els the military difci- 
pline, and, in a word, directs whatever belongs to the 
army. 

The admiral is the nearcft, in rank, to the conftable.' 
His power, influence, and profits are very confiderable, as 
he commands the fleet, appoints all fea-officers, and is fu- 
preme in, iill caufes which fall within the cogniza^ice of the 
admiralty-courts. 

The chancellor is an officer highly refpe£led, his cni- 
ployment more immediately giving him great influence over 
the minds of the common people, as the director of police, 
reflifier of all public abufes, and difpenfer of all regulations 
regarding fociety. By virtue of his office, the chancellor is 
alio the keeper of the feals, he difpatches all ftate-afFairs^ 
and lays the bufinefs of the fovereign before the ftates^ 

Last comes the treafurer, who adminifters the king's re- 
venue, examines the accompts of the feveral receivers^ figns 
orders for payments, manages the public funds, and payis all 
the officers of the kingdom ir It is furprifing that an officer 
who holds the money of the nation in his hands^ (hould 
here be deemed the laweft fervant of the crown 5 but fo 
fcrupuloufly are his accompts examined before they are 
paired, that very little can be embezzled, by which his 

power 
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power is reduced to the mere falary and known perquliites 
of his employment. He likewife prcfides in the chamber of 
accompts, where the public taxes are afieired, and t\\ affairs 
relating to the exchequer conducted. 

In ancient times the Jaws oi Sweden were as various as the 
provinces were numerous, each having peculiar ftatutes 
fratkied by the laghman or governor of the province, juft 
as circumdances required. Such a variety of laws muft 
neceflarily be attended with confufion; to remedy which an 
univerfal body of laws was compiled not two centuries 
fince, by which th^ whole kingdom was to be direded. 
Yet even this coIIeSion is fo imperfedl as to require the 
conftant afliftance of the civil law, or rather of courts of 
equity, by which too much power is lodged in the hands of 
judges, whofe poverty often obliges them to ufe it impro- 
perly. Indeed the confequences of corruption in the inferior 
courts are lefs felt, as the aggrieved has an appeal to a 
higher court, in all cafes of property exceeding 70/. Few 
caufes indeed but are terminated in the fupreme court, 
in which the king frequently fits in perfon, and decides; alfo 
the prefident of the chancery, and two or tl>ree fenators and 
inferior cfficers. 

Some writers alledge, that affairs properly belonging 
to. the admiralty, fall under the cognizance of the ordinary 
courts. They are however to be judged according to the 
fearlaws, founded on ' the antient ff^tjby laws, formerly 
famous all over the Baltic* But in fa6tthe admiralty claims 
only the cognizance of caufes immediately relating to the 
king's fleet, all other naval difput^s belonging to the ordi- 
nary courts of juftice *. 

For the decifion of all ecdefiaftical caufes, each diocefe 
hath a confiftory,of which the rcfpeftive bifhop is prefident. 
Here caufes concerning legitimacy, rnarriage-contrafts, 
and all fpiritual affairs, are tried ; but the courts have no 
power of adminiftering ari oath, pr inflicting corpqral 
punifhn^ents ; and from them there lies an appeal to the 
/refpe£tive provincial courts, and in fome cafes to the . 
king. 

Law is no where adminiftered at a lower price thaii 
in Sweden^ the chief expence arifing from a late inftrtution, 
that all declarations, acts, and fentences, be pafied upon 
iealed paper of different prices, according to the quality of 

« 

* LoccEV. Antiq. Suev. Goth. p. 53. Johan. Magn. 
p. 104. 
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tlie matter in agitation, 'fhis forms a part h( the kingV 
revenue, and of confequence becomes more ufeful to the* 
public, than thofe enormous fees given to pettyfoggers, 
for perplexing and obfcuring the light of reafon and uh- 
d^rftandipg. In Swederiy efpecially in criminal cafes, the 
parties plead in pcrfon ; hence the pra£):ice of the law is 
but little fought after by gentlemen, and is rather the 
, i^cfuge, than the choice of perfons of liberal education. 
. It is remarkable, that notwithftanding the Swedes have' 
perfectly fecured their freedom againft the encroachments 
of the crown, yet one of the greateft libi rties of the fub- 
je£t- is fallen into difufe ; we mean juries confifting of 
twelve men, a cuftom fo ancient in Sweden^ that their 
writers pretend it was originally derived by other nations 
from them. At prefent juries are only known in the lower 
courts, and there they have falaries, and remain in office for 
life. They have this in common with juries of other 
countries, that their verdi^ muft be unanimous, "whereas 
in all the other courts judgment is given by a majority of 
yoices. 

The laws of this country have wifely provided agdinlE 
difputes concerning property, bv ordering regifters to be 
kept in every province, of all fales and alienations, as well 
as engagements refpe£ling property. Should a purchafer 
fail of regiftering the particulars of a purchafe, an aftetw 

fontrad will take place, which is all the penalty annexed)! 
n Sweden alone of all European countries, criminals are al- 
lowed to purge themfelves by oath, where the evidence is 
not very clear againft them. Duelling is punifhed with the 
furvivor's death, and ftigmas affixed on the memory of both 
parties ; but if neither die, both are clofely confined for two 
years upon bread and water. So rigid a puniihment makes 
this barbarous practice lefs frequent in Sweden^ and perfons 
of the moft fcrupulous punctilio think it no breach of ho- 
nour to apply for reparation to the refpe£tive provinciaf 
court, where the aggreflbr is made to give public fatif- 
fa^tion. 
iR^wnui* - The revenues of the crowns or rather the kingdom of 
" Sweden have been much impaired by the repeated misfor- 
tunes fuftained during the long war in the reign of 
(pharlfs XII. and that With Ruffia in the late king's reign; 
Still, however, as the expences of the government have 
been proportionably reduced, there remains a competent 
provificn for the civil and military lifts, and whatever elfe 
the public fervice requires. Thofe revenues arife from the 
lemcihe lands of the farms^ t&e cufioms, the copper and 
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filvcr mines, tythes, poll-money, fines, ftamped or fealed" 
paper, and other duties payable for proceedings at law. In 
^11 they are computed at near one million flerling, of which 
the cuKoms produce about a fourth, and the demefne lands 
a third. Thus, while the SwetUJh finances are regularly and 
frugally managed, they wMi always be able to maintain the 
government in fuch a condition as not to ftand in need of 
fubfidies from foreign courts, or in any degree to apprehend 
invafions'and infults from their neighbours. 

The poll-tax was levied only upon the pcafants, until the 
i*eign of Charles XII. when the diftreflcs of the kingdom 
obliged the miniftry to r^ife money by every pofiible means, 
^nd extend the tax to perfons of fuperior condition. This 
tias been fince abolifhed y and we have been told, that be« 
fore the Swedes engaged in the confederacy againjR: his 
Pruffian majefty, the deficiency of the revenue, by the rc- 
Inoval of this opprcffive impoft, was compensated by a fi^b- 
fidy trom France \ a circumftance which made the commoii 
people at firft extremely eager to enter upon the war. 

It has been already obferveJ, that military tenures arc 
fuppofed to have been firft cftablilhed in Sweden ; certain it 
is that the nobility and gentry held their lands of the crown 
by knighfs fervice. They brought int6 the field a body of 
horfe proportioned to the value df tbeir tenures, a cuftom - 
which feems to have prevailed univerfally among nations 
Whofe dominion was founded in conqueft. It was indeed 
the greateft fecurity of lands plitainea by force^ to parcel 
them out among the officers of their victorious armies, who , 
would for their own intereft defend them, and upon all oc- 
tafions attend the call of the government with a body of 
troops, maintained v/ithout expence to the public. Such, 
originally, was the conftitution of every northern kingdom, 
a politic meafure, which in fucceffion of time was attended 
with great inconvcniencics to the Sovereign . Forgetting their 
primitive obligations, the nobility formed confederacies againft 
the Sovereign, made him totter on his throne, and Sometimes 
dethroning him', rendered the crown elective, curtailed the 
regal authority, or clogged it with Such reftriAions as re- . 
duced it to a mere (hadow. Hence proceed the various 
forms of government in Europe^ all Springing from the fame 
Source. The militia of Sweden indeed has undergone but 
few changes* The officers, who have lands parcelled out to 
them, are obliged to bring the Same men and horSes into the 
field, while they are fit for Service ; and hence the militia of 
Sweden are equal to the beft regular forces. Charles XL 
{lut th^ army upon the beft footing it ever ftood, and his 
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trgulations continue to this day. Formerly no levies coidd 
l^e made without the confent of the commons or fourth 
fiate, in objtaining y^hicb there was ufually found mucH 
difHcuUy/ But this prince appointed commiiSoners, who 
were to ailign to each province their quota of foldiers, ac- 
cording to the number of farms it contained. Every farni 
of fixty or feventy pounds was charged with pne foldierj^ 
who received his diet, cloaths, and about twenty iblllings 
yearly from the farmer. The married fold if r has a wooden 
^oufe built for him by the farmer, who allows him hay and 
pafturage fufficient for a milch cow, and furniOics land 
enough to fupply him with bread, which he prefers to 
quartering. Once enliiled in the king's fervice, no foldier 
can quit it on pain of death. But as the farmers are obliged 
to find recruits in the room of perfons killed or difabkd, 
they complain grievoufly of the oppreffion, while the go- 
' vernment congratulates itfelf on thus having a ftrong qiili- 
tary force, with little or po cjcpence to the fovereigri. 

All the officers of horfe and fopt are maintained out of 
I^nds lately refumed, and united to the crown. Each has a 
convenient houfe and competent , portion of land afligncd 
him, as near as poiEble to the quarters of his regiment, 
with which he is better fatisfied than foliciting for the 
pay at the treafury. 'Th^ laws for maintaining .this confti- 
tution are exa£i and particular. They provide with great 
caution, that neither thj5 peafants fhall bp opprefTed nor in^ 
fulted by the licentioufneis jrf the fbldiers, nor the lands or 
houfes ruined ; to prevent which they are vifited at certain 
periods, and the pofTefTor compelled to make fuch repairs ^st 
are found needful. As every officer, on entering upon an 
eftate. fubfcribes to an inventory, fo, on his promotion, h? 
puts the efiate in good repair before he receives the benefit 
pf bis new employment ; and in cafe of his death his heir 
cannot inherit before thfs is done to the fatisfa^lion of the 
pfficer who fucceeds. 

Nob. are invalids neglefled in S'fveden^ the king having 
^nnejced to each regiment about twenty fupernumerary 
farms, as a provjfiop for jthofe officers who are pafi fervice j 
while the common fpldiers, whpm age, wounds, and inlir- 
lyiities, have difabled, are received in a large, wel)- en- 
dowed hofpital, fupported by a fort of^ tax on military prc^ 
ferment. 
•• , The trade and navigajtioh of Sweden have been greatly 

^^'^ ' aiigniented by the progrefs of the Englijh coiiimerce in the 
^^ • Baltic^ which has reduced within bounds the commerce 

. p.arfied on in thcfe feas by the Vniuii Provinces. In pacific 

time? 
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times Sweden Teems to reap the chief advantage of this com- 
merce, in point of navigation ; but whenever that kingdom 
is engaged in war, then our merchants carry on the whole 
trade in Englijh bottoms. But a^ thefe are particulars 
which may be colleded in every political writer, we Ihall 
drop tl)e fubjedl, in order to proceed to our hiftory. 

3 E C T. II. 

I 

I 

Containing the public tranfaSlignSy and reigns of the 
feveral Swedifli monarchs to Biorno III. 

TH E ancient hiftory of Sweden is fo involved in fable, 
abfurdity, and anachronifm, as foils all the attempts of 
criticifm to unravel. However, as the general laws of hif- 
tory, deduced from the example of the beft writers, and par- 
ticularly our plan, require that we fhould trace every natioa 
as near its origin as circun^ftances will admit, we fhould 
be inexcufable if we did not gratify the reader with a view 
of the firft monarchs of Sweden^ and fuch a fucceffion of 
kings as the documents now exifting will afford. Jo. Mag^ 
mus^ yoh. GothuSj Locceniusy Suaningiusy yacob Gijlon^ Saxo 
GrammaticMs^ Puffendorf^ and a variety of other writers, 
have exhibited regular catalogues of the princes that reign- 
ed in the more obfcure period j but as they differ greatly 
among themfelves, and foiind their authority upon ancient 
legends and. monuments, which each has interpreted in his 
own way, they are to be read with caution, and trufted 
with conliderable allowances. One, for inftance, places 
jErzc zt the head of the monarchy * ; another goes four kings 
higher, making Eric the fifth Swedijh prince** ; a third 
0Qunce$ fome centuries deeper into obfcurity, beginning his 
feries "wi^ Magog the fon of Japhet^ and grandfon of Noah ^ ; 
in a word, they vary not only with refpeft to the origin of 
riie monarchy, but of the fucceffion of the princes. AfTured 
that it would now be impoffible to reconcile their difFe- 
rences, we ftiall follow, in general, the moft approved hif- 
torians, confronting them, however, with others, as often 
as we find occafion, and endeavouring from this coUifion of 
/entiments to ftrike out the truth. 

All hiftorians agree that ancient Scandinavia was firft 
governed by judges, elected, for a certain time, by the 

a LoccEN. ^. RuDBECK. Atlant. torn. ii. ^ Suanino. 
ghron. Dai;* p. 2. 
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V6ice of the people. This in particular was the form df 
government in Sweden^ the country being divided simong a 
number of thefe temporary princes, until ^nV, if ^e beiievtf 
Loccenius and yohannes Gothus j or Suenon, if we rather cre- 
dit fuffeniorf and ^Johannes Magnus^ was raifed to the fu- 
preme power, A. M. '2014, or ^951, juft as we follow out 
or other of thefe authorities. In either cafe, the -inconve- 
niencies attending the form of government, and the merit 
and popularity of thefe princes, are faid to have determined 
the people to elevate them to the fovercignty of the whole 
country, uniting the prerogatives of all their temporary ma- 
gifirates in the perfon of one king for life, or until his con* 
du6t required he fhould be ftripped of his authority (A). 
jfeyjc, ERIC governed his people with applaufe ; he prefervcd 

fieace, and augmented his dominions, by fending colonies 
to ichmm^ a$ well as feveral of the Damjh iflands in the 
Baltic ; a fad:, however, which is contefied by Gramtnaticm 
and the Danijh writers. 

Aftek Eru^% death the Ooth^ or, as fome writers call 
them before this time, the Swedes (B) were divided intd^ 
fadions, and barrailed with civil wars for the fpace of 400 
years, during which period we have no account of their 
form of government. Some writers alledge they reverted tar 
4heir ancient cuftom of eleding judges ; others again aflSlrm 
that a monarchical form was maintained, and to prove their 
aflertion, inftance Vdda^ Alo^ Othen^ Charles^ Bkrnoj and fe<» 
veral other perfons who held the fovereigti power, but of 
whom they tranfmit nothing befides the names. To them 
^ If fucceeded Gylfbf mentioned tn feveral ancient Swedtfif and 
^y • Norwtgian monuments to have reigned about this time. 

Im M E Di AT E L Y after Gylfo^ Meffinius places Humu^{C ), 
Humbky father to Dartj the firft king of Denmark (a circum^ 
ftance very difcordant with their chronology), Thor^Urher^ 
and Oflen. But the firfl prince of whom we have any kind 

(A) Mejfmus advances ftrong nations, and the titles of thft 
arguments againft Suenon\ be- S<wedijh kings at this day dif- 
ing the iirft prince $ and as we tinguifli them. 

have nothing tooppofe to tfaeni, (C) Accerding to Puffendorf 

we have chofen to begin widi and Meffenius^ Humulf lived a« 

EriCf according to Loctenim^i boot 400 years before the nati« 

chronology. vity ; and yet his grandfba 

(B) It is remarkable, that Humble is affirmed by Suanin- 
although moft S'wedijb hiftori- gius^ and the J)anijb writers, to 
ans deduce the Sijoedifl? nation have flouriihed 1048 years be- 



from the Ootbsi yet they ftt- ioxtpbrifii 
^ucndy (peak of tl^m ^ diftin£t 
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ef Kftofjr, fe Othen or 02fi«, faid to have paficd fmtfl J^to OdI»,a^ 
Scandinavia^ where he was raifed to the throne of Swedeit. Ochea. 
Great (kill in magic is attributed to him; mA^Fuffendorf 
snakes him the greateft warrior of his age. Driven out of 
jtfia by Pompeyy he opened a way with his fword into Stan^^ 
ainavia^ conquered the SaxonSj frequently di^feated the 2>tf- 
nijh king Lotber^ and performed a variety of exploits, con- 
cerning which the Danijh hiftorians and L(ytcenittS2kXt entirely 
fileni*. There would indeed appear to be a confiderable 
error in chronology here, which we (hould vainly attempt 
to reftify. For fome time he kept his court at Upfal^ aftcr- 
^P'ards he built a palace near lake Ldgaiy called from hir 
own name Odenfala. He framed feverd wbolfome laws for 
the good order of ibcipty, pronioting religion, and the de-^ 
cent performance of funeral obfequies, the ! aft z&, of gra- 
titude which could be done to perfons meriting ^eil of the 
jlublic. - He rewarded bravery, by fetting a certain price oa 
tlie heads of his enemies. After his death be was enrollecf 
tfmbng the gods, and ^orfliipped as a deity on a day fee 
apart every week •. According to Puffendorfj Oden infti- 
tiited a nonennial feaft at Upfal^ to which were invited all 
the kings of Scandinavia. Here it was that an ancient c\xU 
torn fo glorious, if trlic, to Sweden^ had its origin. His 
Swedijb majefty mounting his horfe was attended by two' 
kings, the Danijh monarch holding his bridle, and his JV^- 
tuegian majefty the ftirrup ^ The fame author adds, that, 
slotwithftanding his many excellent qualities, his rebeHious 
fubje£ls drove him for ten years into exile, from which he 
was recalled a little before his death. 

TO R FM U S alledges, that Freyer^ Ftiwo^ or Frotboy Niord*. 
fucceeded Othen ; but Loccenius places Niord immediately 
after that monarch. He was one of the high-priefts of Up-* 
falj equally famous for forcery as his predeceflbr, to which, 
and the credulity of the people, he owed his elevation. By 
fbme hifiorians he is reprefented ^as a pacific and religious 
prince ; but Puffendorf fpeaks of his warlike qualities, irt 
which, however, he was un,fortunate. Attacked by the fo- 
vereign of Mufcovy^ on account of fome injury that princff 
had received from Othen^ he defended himfelf with courage i 
but at laft, opprefled with numbers, he loft a battle, and fled 
to Denmark. Sweden was the reward of the conqueror, and 
tranfmitted by him to his fucceffor, who governed with fuch 
tyranny, that the people revolted and recalled Niord. In 
fcMhe ancient records fad is called NedrchtSy and faid to be 

^ PuFFEND. torn. L p. VK. * Locc&N. lib. i. ' Pof# 
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brother to Freyer or Frotho^ 'whom Loccenius makes his fuc- 
ccflbr. 

In FrothoH reign, fays Puffendorf the northern kingdoms 
enjoyed profound tranquillity. He was a religious and 
magnificent prince, fparing no cxpence in ornamenting the 
tpmples of the gods. It is faid he adorned a large temple at 
Upfal with a rich gold chain, each ring weighing feveral 
pounds, and the whole enclofing the building s. 
. Historians are divided about the fucce&rs of this mo*- 
narch. Puffendorfy and a few others, mention Sigtrug^ Suib^ 
dageTj and Ofmund; but Mejfenius and Loccenius place no 
left than nine kings before Sigtrug, All, however, agree 
that Sigtrug did fucceed to the crown, though tbey differ 
with refpefl to the time. 

Not long after Sigtrug afcended the throne. Gram 
king of Denmark demanded his daughter in marriage ; but 
his majefty defigning to beftow her in marriage on Humble^ 
brother to the king of Finland^ fent back the ambafladors 
with a polite denial.. The Dane found means to gain the 
princefs's confent, by his liberal prefents ; upon which he 
let out in difguife to Sweden^ came to couit, and carried her 
ofF. This occafioned a war between the two kingdoms, 
which ended fetally for the Swedijh monarch j and theDj- 
nijb hiftorians alledge, that Gram united the dominions of 
the vanquilhed to his own j nor is this pofitively denied by 
the moft approved Swedijh writers, Gram's underftanding 
was intoxicated with profpcrity, He grew infolent, cruel, 
and oppreffive. His new fubjedls rebelled, he was driven 
out of the kingdom, or, as others relate, flain iri battle by 
Suihdager^ who fucceeded to his crown ^. 

This prince, who was king of Norway^ now united the 
three northern crowns, and became the moft potent mo- 
narch of his time. After a fcort reign he was defeated at 
fea, and flain by Hading^ the fon of Gram. 

No- fooner was the death of Suibdager known, than his 
fon AJmund was raifed to the throne, with the title of king 
of Sweden^ Norway^ and Gothland, Defirous of revenging 
his father's death, he made war on Hading^, and was flain, 
after an obftinate battle, in which he killed Hading^s fon, 
and wounded the king himfelf in the leg ^ 

U F FO fucceeded to the crown and quarrel of his fa-? 
father and grandfather. At bis accefllon, his dominions 
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were ravaged by the troops of the viftorious Dane^ which he 
retaliated, by making a defccnt on Denmark, This oWiged 
Hading to return to the defence of his own kingdom ; upon 
which Uffo embarked his army for Sweden^ not chufing to 
venture a battle. The conqueft, however, of Sweden was 
the utmoft ambition of the Danifl) monarch, and the ulti- 
mate' aim of his politicks. He afiembled a more numerous 
army than before, and invaded Sweden once morej but 
found ZT^^ encamped fo advantageoufly, that it was impof- 
iible to advance, and as unfafe as difgraceful to retreat. He 
was reduced to .the greateft extremities, his foldiers perifh- 
ing with cold and hunger, when neceffity obliged him to 
attempt opening a way through the midft of the Swedijb 
camp, Defpair rendered the Danes irrefiftible, they fought 
with fury, puflied their way through, and faved the re- 
mainder of the army in Gothland^ from whence Hading 
with great danger ^fcaped to Norway^ and thence into 
^'Denmark, 

UFFO, in defpair that his greateft enemy (bould have 
efcaped out of his hands, fet a price on his head, publifhing, 
that whoever ihould put Hading to death, would be afTuredly 
recompenfcd with his daughter in marriage. Hunding^ one 
of the heroes of the age, animated with the greatnefs of 
the reward, attacked Hading with a troop of dcfperadoes, ' 
'but failed in the attempt. In his turn, Hading contrived 
the death of his enemy. Pretending that he fought the 
means of reconciliation, he defired a paflport to the court of 
Uffo at Upfal, in order to perform a certain vow he had 
made. His requeft was granted, he arrived at the Swedijh 
capital, was invited to a grand entertainment which tJffo 
prepared, with a view to countermine his defigns ; but fome 
of the affaiSns difcovering the plot, iiy^/wg- left the court 
privately, and traverfing almoft impervious woods and 
mountains, arrived in Denmark. Some time after, here- 
turned fecretly to Upfal, accompliflied his defign, aflaflinated 
Uffo, and buried his body magnificently, in order to win the 
atfeflions of the Swedes, This account differs, in many 
particulars, from what we have already related in Hading^s 
life ; but it muft be remembered, that we deduce the hifto- 
ry of each nation from its own hiftorians, only comparing 
them in material points with foreigners. 

The fchemes of the deepeft politician are not always 
facccfsful. The Swedes and Goths ^ detefiing the murderer 
of their prince, elefted Hunding, Vffo*s brother, for their Hun^Jng, 
king. Upon this the war rekindled with frefli vigour; 
both made extraordinary exertions for victory j but tired 
• • with 
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,with fmitlefs battles, and the profufioji of blood and.tcft;^- 
furc fpent to no purpofe, tbcy refolved upon a peace as cqt- 
dial and fincere as ever their animofity was bitter. Thqr 
£wore a perpetual alliance, and e^ter6d into a very e^ctr^* 
.ordinary agreement, that as foon as the one ihoulcf \>& ij|- 
fotmed of the^f)ther's death, the furvivor fliould immediately 
lay violept hands on himfelf. After reigning with great fe*- 
licity for fome years, the news came to Upjaly that Hading 
was no more : it was falfe, but Hunding had not patience to 
wait for a confirmation ; he refolved to die, and immedi- 
ately prepared a magnificent entertainment, aiTembled all 
his officers round him, plied them with wine, and at the 
.clofe of the feaft flung himfelf into a'veflel full of hydromel, 
.where he periflied. The Danijh monarch received the new;S/ 
with the utmofl grief, and that he might equal his friend 
jn generofuy, hanged himfelf in fight of the wholis 
court, 
^Regner. The death of Hunding naturally paved the way for hjs 
.nephew, the fon of Vffo ; but the young king's ftcp-raotbef, 
an ambitious womanj refolved to keep the government in 
her own hands. Regner could not oppofe her, as his firft 
fuccefs was owing to her policy ; however, SuanvitOy daugh- 
ter to Hading late king of Denmark^ interpofed. She made 
a voyage to Sweden^ gained accefs to the young king Regneff 
and found him eloquent^ liberal in his fentiments, and po- 
litic beyond his years. After exhorting him to refcue tha 
kingdom out of the hands of a woman altogether unworthy 
of fovereignty, fhe made him feveral handfome prefents, re- 
ceived the promife of his hand, and returned to Denmark. 
On her departure, Regner aiTembled all his father's friends 
. , and adherents ; he attacked his mother-in-law, made her 
prifoner, and put her to death ; and after being publickly 
proclaimed king of Sweden^ married Suanvita. 

FROTHO, brother to this princefs, reigned theti in 
Denmark. His ambition hurried him into a war with Swe^' 
.den^ while king Regner was abfent. Befides a powerful ar- 
my of DaneSy he was ftrongly reinforced by fome nations 
inhabiting the eaftern fide of Sweden. Suanvita^ however, 
was not intimidated by her brother's formidable firength, 
.nor her hufband's abfence. She boldly embarked her forces^ 
fet fail, joined battle, defeated, and took almoft the whole 
j)rifoners ; but, from natural afFedion to her country, re- 
leafed them on fuch conditions as fecured the peace o£ 
Sweden. ' Unmindful of her generofity, Frotho attacked her 
JBL fecond time, and received the jufl puniil^ment of his in- 
j^ratitude. He was.defeatedt ^d left .d^ad pn; the field* 
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From tbi^time Regner and Suamita lived in peac^ and tu(i>- 
xnony the remainder of their days. He died firft, and (he 
v^as ib much affected with her lofs, that ihe fooA followed 
him. 

HOLWARDy furnamed HoUbrodj no fooner aicended Holwar^ 
the throne than he refolved to revenge the injuries done 
to his father, making war at the fame time on the Rufpam^ 
Efthonions^ Finlanders^ Suabians^ and Courhnders, His defiga 
was to reduce all thefe nations under his obedience, and h^ 
fucceeded. After finiihing thefe expeditions, he married 
Cyrita of Norway^ by whom he bad two fons, Jitilus and 
Hothen. Next he turned his arms againft Denmarky and af- 
ter two undeclff^e battles, left king Roe dead on the fields in 
the third. Helgony Roe*s brother, refumed the quarrel, he 
^equipped a fleet, gave battle to the SzveJesy and defeated theiQf 
^ter having mortally wounded Holward, Profiting by his vic- 
tory, he reduced the whole kingdom, and annexed it to his 
own crown ; but, intoxicated with profperity, his infolence 
deftroyed what his bravery had woi). The Swedes rebelled 
in every province ; but ftill Attilus could never afcend the 
throne until he married UrJUky daughter of Helgoriy with 
whom .he received the crown of Sweden^ on paying a certain 
early tribute. Attilus was remarkable only for his avarice $ 
le heaped up treafures without any Dther view than the gra- 
tification afforded by the queft of mone^i^ Elis queen, who 
formed a defign on the treafure, perfuadcd him to invitf 
her fon Roho^ by a formec marriage, now king of Denmari, 
to his cpurt. On his arrival a plan was laid for carrying o^ 
the treafure, and flying out of the kingdom. On the day 
of their departure, Rohfo amufed his fatber*in-law with fri* 
"volous difcourfes, while his mother was (hipping the money.; 
then he followed her, and both got fafe out of the king- 
dom, notwithfianding they were diligently purfued by Jt^ 
tilus. 

MOTHER fucceeded bis father Atiilusy unlike him Hothcr 
in tho qualities of mind and perfon. He was liberal, polite, 
and handfome, the mofl: elegant courtier and fine gentleman 
of the North, His accomplifliments won the heart of Nan-' 
nay daughter to Gwar king of Norwiy; but Hacho^ king of 
Denmarky wbo formed pretentions to the princefs, obftru£t-^ 
ed the marriage by every poflibk means. A war enfued^ 
Hother invaded Denmark with a fleet and army, and was re<f 
pulfed, efcaping with great di^culty to 'Jutlandy where b^ 
wintered. He waaf not difcouraged, however, by his dis- 
grace; labouring to recruit his army and refit his fleet, be a 
^^nd time gave battle to the Danes ; but the combatants 
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were feparatcd, by the darknefs of tHe night, httort viSory 
was decided. Next day both armies refumed the engage- 
ment with redoubled fury, Hacho was (lain, his arm'y de- 
feated, and his kingdom annexed to the crown of Sweden, 
Denmark indeed did not long remain in a date of fervitude ; 
for Hother was no fooner departed for Sweden^ than Fridlef 
took pofieifion of the throne. Hother marched againfb him 
without delay, and defeating him, deprived him of his 
kingdom and life. Afterwards he reigned peaceably for 
fome years over Sweden and Denmark ; but the nobility of 
the latter rebelling, he raifed an army, gave them battle, and 
loft his life. 
Roderick. RORIC^ or Roderic^ who next afcended the throne, 
did not fuifer his father's death to remain unpuniihed (D). 
He raifed a powerful army of Swedes and Danesj and con- 
quered the RuJ/ianSy Efthoniansj Finlanders^ . and other nor- 
thern nations. All acknowledged the fuperiority of his 
arms, and bent their neck to the yoke; yet, moderate 
enough to content himfelf with his lawful dominions, he 
gave up all his conqueftSj^ and even governed Denmark by a 
viceroy. 
Attilusll. To his crown fucceeded Attilus his brother, and the fecond 
Swedijh monarch of that name. This prince^ engaged in a 
war with Denmarky was murdered by the treachery of his 
enemies. Riio and FigOy half-brothers to the Danijb mo- 
narch, came to the court o^AttiltiSy and took an opportunity 
of aflaflinating the king ; a bafe aflion, for which they were 
rewarded liberally by the daftardly printe who employed 
them. 
Hogmor HOG MOR and Hogrln fucceeded to the throne. AH 
and HO' we know bf thefe princes is, that they reigned long, carried 
grin. on a war againft the king of Denmark, and both perifhed in 

a battle fought at fea with that monarch. 
Alaric. Next the Swedes elc&edjlaricy whofe fon was prince of 

Wermland. He began his reign with vigoroufly attacking 
Gejiiblund king of the Gothsy with defign to annex his domi- 
nions to Sweaen ; but he found the bufinefs more difficult 
than he apprehended. Gejiiblund applied to Frotho (E), king 

(D) This prxnce, fumamed Z^^/n^ri^forhisdoiiiiiifons. Fid. 

Slingahond, is reckoned by Meurf. lib. i. 

their hiflorians ; but, inilead of (£) More mohMy Roho ; for 

calling him the fon of Hother^ Frotho I. reigned feveral years 

they make him fon to Halden^ before Jlaricy and the fecond of 

and aifign him only a part of that naoie fome ages after« 
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tX Denmark^ for afiiflance, who gave l^im Godefcale with t , 
body of' Scl(roonian5f and Eric with a numerous army of 
Norwegians, Thefe auxiliaries firft defeated Ganto^ fon of 
Alaric^ and reduced his province. Some fay he was left 
dead on the field,* and all agree, that, after his defeat, the 
conquerors joined .the Gothi,^ and marched againft king 
jflaric. The Swedijh monarch, after vainly endeavouring to 
detach Ericfen from the intereft of Geft'thlund^ challenged the 
latter to fingle combat ; but Eric would not permit the ifliic 
of the war to depend on the arm of a prince worn out with 
age and infirmity. He offered himfelf, was accepted, a 
battle, was fought, and Alaric left dead upon the fpoc* ' 

ERIC procured the crown oi Sweden in reward of his "^xic^ 
viftory, and he annexed the kingdom of the Goths to his ^ 
own, at the death of Gfjiiblund. Defcended from one of the 
moft confiderable families in Norway^ he acquired great re- 
putation by his valour and eloquence, as well as confum* 
mate wifdom. The king of Denmark performed nothing 
without his advice, and befides the crown of Sweden^ which 
Eric procured by his intereft, was eonftantly making him 
prefents, in teftimony of his efteem. In a word, he carried 
his regard to fuch a length, that he refolved to connect the 
families by marriage, and raife Erics brother to the throne 
of Norway. It is added, that the Norwegians revolting, the 
new king demanded affiitance of Denmark and Sweden. Fro^ 
tho and Eric marched with all poflible difpatch to fuccour 
their ally : Frotho came up firft with the enemy, and muft 
have been defeated^ had not the Swedijh monarch's arrival 
changed the fortune of the day, faved his brother's crowiij^ 
and the Danijh army. 

HA L D EN fucceeded Eric in the thrones of Sweden Haldcn* 
and Gothland. The crown had fcarce adorned his temples 
when he entered upon a furious war againft the Norwegians^ 
who, at the death of Eric and Frotho, claimed independency^ 
and even endeavoured to revenge the infults offered them by 
thofe two powerful monarchs. His arms had but little 
fuccefs ; one defeat followed another, and he found himfelf 
in a little time on the brink of perdition,* when he applied 
for fuccour to the RuJ/hns^ and obtained powerful reinforce- 
ments, under the conduct of Fridiefthe fon of Frotho^ king 
of Denmark. Ffidlef had ferved'long in Miifcovy^ and was 
in high -credit on account of his exploits. It was no diffi- 
cult matter for him to rajfe an army^ every one ran to his 
ftandard, and he was ready a few days after it was erected, to 
begin his march at the head of 30,000 able-bodied men, 
with whom he propofed, firft to fubdue the Norwegians^ and 
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then to rcfcue Denmark out of the hands of one Hlam^ who 
had ufurped the favereignty. On his arrival on the fcon- 
tiers of Swedeuy he was joined by Halden with a body' of 
Swedes. Both princes made an irruption into Norway^ and 
obtained a fignal vidory. After* this repulfe the Norwegians 
durft not hazard a battle ; they fbut themfelves up in a 
llrong fortrefs on the borders, from whence they greatly in- 
commoded the allied princes with repeated fallies. At 
length, however, Fridlefc2Lxncd the place by ftorm, putthe 
garrifon to the fword, and fecured peace to Halden. A few 
years after Frtdlef, now king o( Denmark, experienced Hal" 
den*s gratitude. Falling ^deeply in love with the princefs of 
Norway, her father refufed to give her to him in marriage, 
upon which he began a fecond cruel war againft that people, 
in which he was powerfully aififted by Halden. The Nor^ 
wegians were defeated in a pitched battle, their king flain, 
and his daughter carried o(F, the prize of vidory. For a 
number of years the kings of Sweden and Denmark lived to- 
gether in the Rti&eA ties of friendfhip. At laft Halden was 
afTaiSnated by fome malecontents, who, not fatisfied with 
murdering the father, contrived the death of his fon Siwardy 
and, failing in that attempt, endeavoured at leaft to prevent 
his afcending the throne. 
Siiv^ard^ In fpite of all oppofition Siward at length obtained the 
, crown, by means of one Siercather, a man of extraordinary 
( perfonal qualities and great influence. The Goths, however, 
difmembered themfelves from Sweden, and gave their {pyt^ 
xeignty to one Charles, a perfon of very ancient family and 
great popularity. Charles knowing that the Swedes would . 
not patiently fupport this a£t of independency, took the moft 
vigorous meafures to fupport his authority, and formed feve<- 
ral powerful alliances. He married his daughter to Harold, 
fon of Olaus king of Denmark ; and Siward^ to deftroy the 
intention of this match, gave his daughter Ulvilda in marri- 
age to Frotho, HaroUts brother, by this means preserving 
Denmark a neutral power between both. It fell out other- 
wife, for Harold declared for Charles, and Siward was power- 
fully ailifted by Frotho. Several bloody battles were fought, 
Harold wzs murdered by his brother, and Frotho raifed to the 
throne of Denmark : but he enjoyed the fruits of his villainy 
no longer' than till his nephews, the fons of Harold^ came of 
age. They thirfted after revenge, and obtained a moft fig- 
nal one, havings burnt their uncle in his palace, and ftoned 
to death his queen Ulvilda. Afterwards they made an ir« 
ruption in^o Sweden, and killed king Siward^ after having 
defeated him in b»ttle# / 
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As Si'ward left no male children, the foii of his daughter Enc« 
Vlvilda was raifed to the thrdhe of Sweden, at the death of 
Frotho 5 hut he did not long enjoy his cfown in peace. His , " 

coufin Haldeny not contented with having murdered the 
father, mother, and grandfather of Eric, was now plotting 
againft his life, as the only impediment to his obtaining the 
crowns of Sweden and Denmark. Firft, he made himfelf 
mailer of Denmark, the government of which he gave to his 
brother Harold, and then yf tnt to' Gothland^ where he raifed 
a powerful army, with which he marched againft Eric, at- 
tacked him, and was defeated, faving with difficulty the re- 
mains of his army in Heljingia. Not difcOuraged with this 
repulfe, he recruited his army with all expedition, and at-» 
tacked Eric ^ fecond time with redoubled vigour, but fimilat 
fortune. He was again beaten, and forced to feek fheltef :3 

with the ihattered remains of his army jn the inacceffiblet ] 

mountams of Gothland; from which it was not poflSble fot J, 

Eric to diiiodge him. He fell, however, upon a flratageni 
that anfwered his purpofe. He invaded Denmark, defeated 
Harold in four battles, and obliged him to recal his brothet 
Halden out of Sweden, for the defence of his own dominions. 

It was juft on Haldenh arrival that Harold was a fourth ' 
time defeated, almoft his whole army deftroyed, and him- 
felf flain, as he was endeavouring to carry off the remains of 
his forces. Upon this vidory Eric fet out for Sweden, vfh\* 
ther Halden purfued him with a numerous fleet, determined 
to revenge all his lofles by one decifive engagement. Both 
fleets met on the coaft of Sweden, and Eric, who wayled into 
an ambufcade, received a total overthrow, Mn which he loft 
his life (F). 

This vi<9:ory paved the way to the throne of 57i)^^», Haldea 
ll^bich Halden annexed to that of Denmark and Gothland, .Bcrff^tA* 
iignalifing the beginning of his reign by a vigorous war he 
waged againft the pirates and corfairs, who had greatly mo- 
Icfted the navigation of the Baltic, While he W43 thus en- 
, gaged, a rebellion was excited in SwedeH bv one Siwald^ 
who reprefented to the people how (hameful it was to ac- 
knowledge for king the perfon who had burnt their king 
Siward, ftoned his queen Ulvilda, flain their late king Eric, 
and was himfelf a foreigner. He admoniflied them to ele£t 

(F) The DaniJ^ hiftorians edhimto have held his crowii 

alledge, that Eric was made of Halden. This fcc refufed, 

priibiier, and might have ob- and the conqaeror ordered him 

tained advantageoas conditions, to be cxpofed to wild beafts« 

if his pride would have fuflFer- Meur/. lib. i. 
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a {>rincc of their own nation, whofe intereft and inclination 
would equally attach him to the country. His reproaches 
and exhortation^ made an imprefiion ; the people revolted, 
and offered the crown to Siwaldj defcended of the blood* 
royal. Halden flew immediately to quell the fedition, and 
his prefehce foon intimidated thofe who had declared for £/- 
waU. They abandoned him, and left that hero alone to 
oppofe the whole force of one of the moft po^eerful nio- 
narchs in Europe. Siwald was not difcouraged y he fent a 
herald to Halden^ declaring that with his feven fons he 
would fight him ; but Halden anfwered, that the match was 
unequal, as he alone would then be oppofed to eight ene- 
mies. Siwald^ however, replying, that his fons and himfelf 
were one blood, the challenge was accepted, and the eight 
combatants were left dead on the field. A proof of valour 
and prowefs fo aftonifhing ought naturally to have deterred 
others from declaring themfclves the enemies of Halden, 
One Hajlheny however, fent him a challenge, depending on 
his enormous ftature, and the good-fortune which had hi- 
therto attended him in all his encounters. His cartel was 
accepted. Halden fought him and fix aflbciates, all of 
whom he left proftrate on the field. In a word, after gain- 
ing the merited reputation of the greateft warrior of his 
times, Halden died, and was, agreeable to the cuftom of 
that age, enrolled in the calendar of heroes (G). 

Uflguin. HaLDEN bequeathed by will his dominions to his 
kinfman Ung^iny whence their opinion who report that 
his fon Afmitnd died before him, feems confirmed. Yet 
is it queftioned, upon good foundation. Whether Unguin flood 
in any degree of affinity or relationihip to the king. This 
. prince annexed the crown of Gothland to that of Sweden^ and 
died after a fhort but prolperous reign ^. Others alledge, 
with more probability, that he loft his life in a battle againft 
Regnald king of Gothland^ who, in right of conqueft, fuc- 
ceeded to the crown of Sweden ^. 

Regnald. '^^ render his viSory ftill more extenfive in it$ confe- 

^ ' quences, he invaded Denmark^ with a view to annex that 

kingdom to his crown. Here he fought a battle which, 

^ SUAMNG. p. 27. « LOCCEN, lib. i. p. 25. 

(G) It is fappofed, and not kings; however, as wc conld 

without reafoD, by ibme hifto- not now feparate them apoa 

rians, diat Halden& rciga is any authority, wc have tranf- 

compoied of evtnts which hap. mitted them in the nfual form 
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after <x>ntiiiuing for three days with unremitting fury, at 
laft inded with hisjife. Regnald*s fate determined the for- 
tune of the day ; a panic feizcd his troops, and they fuffercd 
the enemy to match viSory out of their arm's, retiring with 
precipitation to the fleet. Afterwards a great part of the 
army entered into the fervice of Hacho^ a famous pirate of 
Norway. 

Historians arc greatly divided about the fucceflbr. Afmund» 
Loccenius and Suaningius afTert, without hefitation, that Jf- or Ha- 
mundj the fon of Regnald^ was raifed by the univerfal voice mund. 
of the people to the throne of Sweden ; while Puffendorf^ and 
'Johannes Magnus^ from whom he deduces his authority, are 
no lefs pofitive that the crown fell into the hands ofSiwald^ 
the vidorious monarch of i>^«wtfr/f. -/^««e^ had four fons, , 
the moft formidable pirates of the age, who became the 
terror of the Baltic^ and the fcourge of honeA induftry and 
fair commerce. At fea they met with the four princes of 
Denmark, who Hkewife led piratical lives ; a fierce combat 
^nfued ; both fides exerted their utmoft endeavours for 
vi£lory, and with fuch equal fortune, that they ftruclc up ' 

peace, and entered into the moft cordial amity. The 
ISwedi/h princes accompanied their new friends to the court 
of Denmark^ where Hagbordy the third brother, fell deeply 
enamoured of Segrisy the king's daughter, a young lady 
poffeffed of every accomplifliment of mind and perfon. She 
had, before his arrival, been betrothed to Hildegijlausy a, 
noble Germany of great merit ; but changing her inclina- 
tions at the firft interview with the Swedijb prince, fuch an 
emulation arofe between the lovers as could only be ap- 
peafed by blood. Hildegijlans would have had recourfe for 
redrefs to bis own' courage, but he was difluaded from chal- 
lenging his rival, by the iniinuating arts of the cunning 
Bolvlftusy a nobleman grown grey in court-intrigues. He ' 

undertook to fow the feeds of jealoUfy between the Swedi/h 
and Danijh princes, and thence to oblip:e the former to* quit 
the court. His wiles fucceeded 5 the Danes were foon con- 
vinced, that the children oi Afmund had fecret defigns, 
which they pufhe'd under the mafk of friend(hip and efteem. 
They contrived the murder of the four princes, and aftually 
afiaflinated Hehinus and Jrmudy the fecond and youngeft. 
But their death did not remain long unrevenged. Hagbord 
fell fword-in-hand upon the Danijh princes, and made them 
fufFer the juft punifliment of their credulity and treachery ; 
but imagining that all his endeavours to obtain the king's 
confent to marry the princefs, would now be vain, he got 
jiccefs to the palace, difguifed like a woman, peQ^tr^tetJ to 
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the princefs's chapnber, and carried her oflf. Loccenius^ in- 
deed, fays, that in a female .dilguife he entered int9 the 
princefs's fervice, found admittance to her bed, raviflied 
her, was difcovered, and put to. death. He adds, that the 
princefs, di{lra6led with love and defpair, fet fire to her 
part of the palace, and xonfumed it, herfelf, wealth, and 
attendants, i/^^j'^/ff now alone remained of all the fons of 
Jfmwid. Immediately on bis return to Sweden he levied 
an army to revenge the murder of his brothers. No fooner 
bad he landed his troops in Zelandy than he ordered them to 
cut down large boughs of trees, which they held in their 
left hands^ as they marched towards the capital: The cen-» 
tinels round the city were ftruck with fear at the fight of fo 
vnufual a phenomenon as a moving wood ; they abandoned 
their pofts, and communicated their panic to the whole 
eourt. The king doubted not bu( it foreboded ruin to him ; 
Jiowever, he determined (o fall gloriovfly, and after he had 
■ atchieved every thing for the prefervation of his people^ 
collecting a tumultuous army, he fallied out of the city, 
began a fierce engagement, and fell by the hands of the 
enemy. Hacquin ufed his good- fortune in a manner that 
ibewed how little be deferved it ; his cruelty fpared neither 
age nor fex ; all, without diftinSion, were hewn down ia 
. cold blood, and Denmark was ftruggling in the arms of ex-* 
piring freedom, when advice arrived of the death of Af* 
tfacquiii. mund. Hacquiriy upon this, repaired with all expedition to 
Sweden^ to take upon him the fovereignty, leaving the com- 
mand of the army with one of his generals, furnamed ih§, 
Proudy who was foon driven out of the country after his 
mafter's departure. The king was not long repairing the 
Joffes fuftained by his general. He over-ran Dervnark with 
a powerful army, and, to fiibjedt the conquered to Vf^ry 
poffible ignominy* fet a woman to rule over them ; a fa^ 
omitted by all the Danijh hifiorians. The remaining years 
of this princess reign were pacific and happy \ Denmark paid 
him tribute, and Sweden ^nd Cr^^iUs^^ acknowledged him as 
immediate fovereign. The equity, moderation, and pru- 
dence of the latter part of bis reign fully effaced the errors 
committed in the beginning. For ten years before hi$ 
death he lofl the ufe of all his faculties, and was fuckled like 
an infant, through a born. Still, however, )ie preferyed the 
^iffedion and efieem of l|is fubjetSlJB) s^nd d^ed highly re«- 
gretted(H>. 

(H) About this period the mong all the northern hiflo- 
"lltmo^ confu^on prevails a« rians. Sojne mentiqn Hacquin 
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According to moft writers, Hacquin was fucceeded by Egil 
Egil Aimtffy who was near being deprived of his crown, by Auniff, 
the intrigues ofTbunno, the treafurer in the late reign. This 
perfon had converted to his own ufe great Aims of the public 
money, and his wealth enabled him to afpire at fovereignty. 
Tp avoid being called to an account by the young kfng, he 
openly revolted, and aflemblcd a numerous army of defpc- 
radoes. The little fuccefs he met with in his iirftrencoun* 
ters with the royal forces did not difcourage him. Too far 
advanced in treafon to retra£t with fafety, he now plunder- 
ed on in mere defpair, and fought eight fucceiSve battles, in 
^all which he was worded, according to Loicenius ; though' 
Gothus alledges, that Egil was fo hard preffed as obliged him 
to apply for fuccour to AJmund king of Denmark, It was 
then, fays this laft hiflorian, that he fairly turned the tables 
upon Thunnoj deftroyed his army, drove him into banifli^ 
ment, and pafled the refi of his life in perfe6l tranquillity* 
Egil ended his days unfortunately. One day, as he returned 
from the chace, he was fet upon by a mad* bull^ and fo mi- 
ferably gored that he expired on the fpot. , 

E G I Us fceptre was put into the hands of his ?bn Go* Gothar* 
ihar^ called by fome writers Ottar, His majefty's firft care 
was, to ftrengthen himfelf by powerful alliances, and to fe- 
cure the tranquillity of his people by entering into friendly 
connexions with the neighbouring ftates. With this view 
he caft his eyes on the daughter of Jfmund king of Denmark^ • 
and demanded the princefs in uarriage. An ambaflador 
was fent, with a fplendid train, to the court of Denmark ; 
but in his paflage through the province of Hallqnd^ he was 
fet upon and murdered by robbers, fuppofed to have a£led 
agreeable to orders from his Danijh majefty, SiwaU had 
now mounted the throne of that kingdom, and feemed but 
little difpofed to comply with the inclinations of his father 
and lifter, to avoid which Gothar was perfuaded he fell 
upon this pitiful ftratagem. lb avenge himfelf, he imme- 
diately declared war, and obtained a confiderable viftory 
over tne Danes in Halland. Next he conquered Schonen^ and 
ravaged all the enemies provinces, until he obtained his miff 
trefs and carried her ofF in triumph. In his ab fence, one of his 

the fucceiTor of Afmund, and * quin the fon of Germundart of 
fucceeded in his turn by Often^ a charader totally difierent 
4lariCi and Ingo (i)i while from the former (2), 
Othefs relate the life of Hac^ 

(i) L9Cini% Vih. \*f* 3». (a) 7oi&««. CttbJilf. x« fuJfMf* 54. 
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vaffals had carried on an intrigue with the princcfs his fifterj 
and the king, on his return, condemned him to death ; a 
fentence that was executed without mitigation. The friends 
of the deceafed, determined upon revenge, invited the ufurper 
of Denmark into Sweden^ promifing to aifift him, in the con- 
queft of the kingdom, with powerful forces^ Ravi{hed with 
fp fair an opportunity of [gratifying his ambition, yarmeric^ 
for that was the ufurper's name, joyfully Feceived the pro- 
pofals made by the malecontents, raifed an army, and began 
a cruel war againft Sweden. Gothar was not terrified with 
the approaching ftorm; but, aflembling his forces, marched 
with a good , countenance, and gave battle to the Danes, 
Fortune, however, was not propitious j he was defeated 
with ^reat flaughter, and left dead on the field, amidft the 
horrible carnage. Jarmeric made a brutal ufe of his vi<Slory; 
no fooner was the king's body recognifed, than, denying 
it burial, he ordered it to be expofed, on the top of a moun- 
tain, to wild beafts and birds of prey. He was even^infolent 
enough to fend into Sweden a wooden image of a raven, 
with ait infcription^ importing, *' That king Gothar was 
*^ now of no more confequence than the raven,'* Hence it 
was that this unfortunate prince obtained, after his deaths 
the furname of Wandelkroka or Raven **. 
Add. AD EL fucceeded to his father's crown, and was pre- 

paring to revenge his death, when advice was received of a 
complete viftory yarmeric had obtained over the Sclavonians 
and Livonians. This obliged the young king to fupprefs his 
refentment, it being hazardous to declare war fo early in his 
reign, againft a prince flufced, and greatly ftrengthcned by 
repeated conquefts. Not long after, he yielded to his im- 
patience of vengeance, engaged the enemy by fea, and after 
a warm conteft, that continued for three days, concluded a 
peace, on condition that Jarmeric (hould marry his fifter, 
and thenceforward live in perfect harmony with Sweden. 
This good intelligence bet\yeen the two crowns was but of 
ftibrt duration. Swavilda^ fifter to the Swedijh monarchy 
was unjuftly accufed by her hufband of holding criminal 
converfation with his fon-in-law Broder^ and accordingly 
put to death, being torn afunder by wild horfes. All AdeF^ 
caution could not reftrain him frqm breaking out into bitter 
inve£lives againft Jarmeric^ on receiving this melancholy 
news. Hq folemnly vowed revenge, and inftantly fet about 
the means of accomplifliing it. Entering Denmark in a 
bpftile manner, he laid wafte all before him, without once 

^ Goth, lib. i. Puffend. p. 57. 

encounter*' 
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encountering the enemy, who were immerfed in civil wars; 
yarmeric'8 cruelty having incurred the hatred of his fubjedfs. 
At length, the Danijb monarch was forced to feek flielter in 
a ftrong fortrefs he had built, where he was befieged by the 
Swedes y taken prifoner, broke upon the wheel, and his trea- 
fures rifled. Adel finilhed his expedition with' the conqueft 
pf Schoneriy Halland^ and Bleking^ annexing thefe provinces 
to the crown of Gothland, As for Denmark^ he gave it to 
Broder^ the fon o^Jarmeric^ on condition that he paid him a 
certain yearly tribute. On his return, the king offered fa- 
crifice at Upfal to his falfe gods ; and as he was fiirrounding 
.the temple, on horfeback, in proceflion, he was thrown 
off, and his neck was diflocated, at the age of fift;y-6ve, and 
after a reign of forty-five years^, 

OS TAN immediately afcended the throne of his father, oftao. 
^lid was hardly eftablilhed in the fovereignty, when one of 
the moft confiderable families in Sweden revolted, and drew 
into their faction a great number of adherents. To crufh 
this fedition in its bud, the young monarch begun his march 
at the head of an army into Gothland. Here the rebels found 
an opportunity of deftroying him. They furrounded the 
houfe where he lodged, in the night, and fet it on fire, con- 
fuming the king apd all his attendants. This prince died at 
tiie age of fifty-five, after a reign of twenty-fix years^^ leav- 
ing a fon and fucceffor near of age. ' ^ 

/A/'CrZ/^^iJ inherited his father's crown and the warlike Inguar. 
foirit of his anceftors. At a very early, period of life, he 
oiftinguiflied himfelf as one of the firft warriors of the times. 
^nio was in pofleflion of the throne o( Denmark^ and aJpired 
at the conqueft of Schojien, The latter^ to accompli(h his 
defigns, had endeavoured to fecure the friendfhip of the 
king, of Gothland^ by paying his addreffes to his daughter. 
The young lady (hewed no averfion to the match ; but, in 
the mean time, his Swedijh m^jefty made overtures more a- 
greeableto her father, and was accepted in preference to his 
rival. This was an affront which Snio determined to re- 
venge. He flew to arms, invaded Schoneuy and conquered 
the province. Not fatisfied with his fuccefs, he laboured to 
gain the affection of the young queen of Sweden^ and eftab^ 
lifli a clandeftine correfpondence, injurious to the honour of 
her hufband. Inguar was not of a difpofition tamely to bear 
fo grofs an infult. He raifed forces, re-conquered Schonen^ 
fubdued Denmark^ and annexed it to his own crown. At 

* Loccen; lib. i. p. 3^. Su an. Chron. p. 35» 
^ ToRF. infer. reg. Dan. Loccsn. 38. 

the 
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the death of his father-in-law, he fuccecdcd to the crown of. 
Gothland ; and not contented with this frefh acceffion to his 
power, his ambition afpired at the conqueft of feveral na- 
tions lying eaftward of his dominions. His defigns fucceed- 
ed ; his arms were every where victorious : but he was taken 
off by the hands of an afTaffin, in the prime of life, and full 
bloom of glory (A). 

Afinund. A&MTJND inherited the three crowns and extenfivc 
conquefts of his father. He afcended the throne at twenty 
years of age, and entered upon the government with a fuft 
refolution to avenge Inguar*% murder. Accordingly he en- 
tered the territories of that people fuppofed to have contrived 
the aflaifination, and, after ravaging the whole country, re- 
turned with great booty. Next, he turned his thoughts to 
* the arts of peace ; and to give his people a higher relifh of 
the bleffings of tranquillity* he offered great encouragement 
to hufbandry, by cutting down vaft forefis, and parcelling 
out the lands among the induftrious, without incumbring 
them with rents. Thus he increafed population, eilabliih- 
ed plenty among his fubje£ts, and reigned in the hearts of 
his people. He cut out roads and high*ways at the public 
expence, for the convenience of commerce, and fet on 
foot a thoufand ufeful and public-fpirited projeds; not- 
withftanding which, shis brother, who formed deligns on the 
crown, drew a powerful fadion to efpoufe ms pretenfions.' 
^ A civil war enfued, a battle was fought, Afmund loft his life 
and crown, and the Swedes the beft monarch that had ever 
wielded their fceptre : a prince glorious in war, wife in 
peace^ the father and the friend of his fubjec^s. 

Siward. After a reign of twfenty years, Afmund was fucceeded 
by his brother Siward^ whofe victory cleared the way to the 
throne. The ambition of this prince was not gratified with 
the polleffion of three crowns ; he muft extend his domi- 
nions by the conqueft of Norway. Fortune fmiled on his 
endeavours ; he conquered, and flew in battle Siwaldk\ng 
<^ Norwc^i and fucceeded to bis crown. Intoxicated with 
profperity, he exercifed the moft barbarous and wanton 
cruelties, fcourging his new fubje£ts with a rod of iron, aiyl 
governing with fuch feverity, as foon became intolerable to 
the Norwegians. They renolted^ and called to their aftift- 



(A) Hefe follows a chapter 
in the Swuedijh hiflory, which 
writers have fupplied by varions 
and contradi&ory relations* jull 
as homoar and caprice wonld 



feem to direA. We fhall follow 
Puffendorf, who comes the near- 
efly in our opinion, to probabi« 
lity. 
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ance the Damsy who exprefled the fame inclination to throw 
oiF the yoke. They had proclaimed Rigner^ \z prince of 
Norwegian extraAion, fovereign of Denmark^ n flocked to 
his ftandard, and exhorted him with fuch eagernefs to 
inarch to the relief of the Norwegians^ as admitted of no 
refufal. He met Siward in the Held, vanquiihed and flew 
him, and then difpofed of the kingdom of Norway in favour 
of his own Ton, like wife named Siward. • 

HI ROT was next raifed to the throne of Sweden ^^ yum^ 
but it is difputed whether he was the fon of Jfmund or olF 
Siward^ or the younger brother of both. It is acknow-* 
ledged on all hands, that, during the laft reign, he obtained ^ 
the crown oi Gothland -^ and that, in his time, great crouds 
of Goths and Danes fettled in the country of the Vandalsy at 
the mouth of the river Odger, building the city of Vineta^ fo 
famous in after ages for its flouriihing commerce^. Juftas 
Hirot afcended the Swedijh throne, it happened that his 
Danijh^ msijefty, having repudiated his own queen, demand* 
ed in marriage Thera^ prlncefs of Sweden* According to the 
cufliom of the age, Hirot refufed to grant his daughter's 
hand, before the fuitor had difttnguifhed himfelf by fome 
atchievement to deferve her. This the gallant performed, 
having killed feveral wild beafts let loofe in the chamber of 
his miftrefs. By this lady the king of Denmark had feveral 
fons, al) of them famous for their cruelty. 

At Hirofs death, Ing^f, the fon oi Jfmund^ was at length Ingel, 
raifed to the throne, from which he had been unjuftly ex- 
cluded for two reigns. Of him it is reported, that being in 
his youth of an extremely mild difpofltion, his tutpr Stub'' 
dager^ in order to alter his temper, obliged him to eat wolves 
hearts ; a regimen which, we are told, foon produced the 
deiired efFe£l:. On the day of his acceflion to the crown, 
he aflembled all the petty kings governing the different pro- 
irinces in Sweden^ and fat in their prefence on a footftooi 
placed before the throne. Here was prefented to him, ac- 
cording to ancient cuftom, a horn filled with wine, which 
he drank oflT, fwearing, either to extend the frontiers of 
Sweden^ or to periia in the attempt. The very night fol- 
lowing he fliewed he would fiickle at nothing to perform his 
vow \ for he fet fire to the houfe where ieven of the petty 
kings were lodged, and deftroyed them in the flames. Thefe 
were violences to which the Swedes were not accuftomed.. 
Determined to punifli fuch perfidy, they revolted, gave bat- 
tle to Ingel^ and defeated him, but the vidtory was not de-^ 
cifive, and ferved only to produce an accommodation. Here 
fngel a<£ied with his ufual infincerity ; feigning a hearty re* 

t Chron. Slavor. lib. \, 

conciliation, 
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conciliation, he pretended to do them cveiry kind of good 
oEiceS} invited them to an entertainment, and when he 
had theiti all aflembled, fet fire to ,the houfe, and burnt 
them alive. In this manner he got rid of. twelve petty ty- 
' rants, who had ufurped the fupreme government of as riiany 
Swedijh provinces. Ingd had a daughter named Jfa^ .of the 
fame bloody difpodtion with her father. She was married 
to the prince of Schonen^ whom fbe mtirdered, together wit,ti 
his brother-in-law, delivering their dominions into the 
hands of their enemies. To efcape the punifliment due to 
fo horrible an adlion, ihe fled to her father *s court ; but Iwar 
oi Denmark refolved to take vengeance. He pofted with an 
army io Sweden^ and laying all wafte with fire and fword, 
{o terrified Ing£l^ that, to avoid falling into his hands, he fet 
jBre, at the perfuafion of his daughter, to his palace, and 
perifhed with it. The fingle action of this prince's xtigrx 
that is reported to his honour, is his reducing into one vo- 
lume the Swedijh law, in which work heemployed a perfon 
of great learning for thofe times, Vigar Spache^ celebrated to 
this day in Sideden. 
Ola us INGEL's Con, Olaus^ efcaped the fire which deflroyed 

Trajtelga. the i-eft of the royal family. This prince is numbered a- 
mong the Swedijh king's, though for what reafon we know 
not ; as it does not appear that he ever pofTefTed the fove-- 
reign power. We find nothing more related of him, than 
t lat retiring to Wermeland^ he cut down large forefb, em- 
ployed his time in husbandry, and obtained the furname of, 
TratelgOy from the vaft quantity of wood he had hewn 
down« ^. 
Charles. The king's death, the flight of the prefumptive heir, and 
the inroads of a powerful enemy, all contributed to raife 
Charles^ a Swe^Jh lord of diflinSion, to the throne, an 
' honour he enjoyed but a very fliort time. Regner^ king of 
Denmark f cc^ld not fupport the thought of lofmg fo valuable 
a kingdom. He challenged Charles to fingle combat, and 
flew him 5 rendering himfelf, by his vidiory, mafter of the 
« crown of-Sweden^ which he placed on the temples of his fon 
Bero or Biorno^ called by Loccenius the third of that name, 
and the firfl chriftian prince of Sweden (A). 

SECT. 

*" ToRF^us in fer. reg. Dan. lib. i. 

(A) It is true, that Loccenius age is doubtfal, though we 
does not make this Biorno the have ventured, on the authority 
{en 0^ Regner ', on the contrary, of Torjaus and Pujfendorfj to 
keexprefslyfaysythat his parent* mention him ^%Qi Danijh exr 

tra£lion« 
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In which (he bijlory is deduced to the reign of Eric (^ 

Pomerania. A. I4i5, 

ALL hiftorians, German^ Swedijh^ and French, agree, gg^^j^ ^ 
that in Biorno^s reign the gofpel was firft preached, in Biofnolll 
Sivedef7y'hy Anfcharius^ a pious monk, fent thither by Lewis 
le Debonair e ; or, as Loccentus will have it, by Charlemaigne. 
According to Puffendorfy the faint's firft miffion proved un- 
fuccefsful J the king denying him audience, or leave to 
preach chriftianlty ih his dominions : an afiertion very con- 
tradiftory to the relation of the learned abbe de Flueriy who 
exprefsly affirms, that ambafladors came from Bronte to 
Lewis Debonairey befecchrng him to fend proper minifters to 
teach the gofpel in Sweden^ where numbers of people were 
prepared to receive it*, and the king difpofed to encourage 
it. After relating the dangers which Anfcharius and Viimar 
.encountered in their pafTage, he adds, ihztBtcrno^ hearing 
the miffionaries were arrived, fent them a welcome, and 
the afFair being canvaffed in council, it was unanimoiifly re- 
folved, they mould have leave to remain and preach the 
gofpel in Sweden ; a work on which they immediately en- 
tered with the' utmoft fuccefs. Seyeral Swedijh nobility weife 
baptized, and among others, Herigar^ governor of Birca^ a 
lord poffefled of the king's friendfljip, the founder of a ca- 
thedral, and the great inftrument of the propagation of the 
faith. It was not long after the arrival of the miffionaries, 
that Biorno fell into trouble, was dethroned, and reduced to 
extreme mifery. EJbern^ a man of high quality, whofe 
daughter had been violated* by Regner^ leyfed an army, and 
waged furious war againft Biorno and ,his father. He was 
flain, indeed, with moft of his adherents, in one battle ; 
but the Swedes, who were tired of the Danijh yok^, refumed 
the war with redoubled vigour, and drove both Regner and 
Biorno out of the kingdom ^ ( A). 

ASMUND 

a 

•Fleur. Hill. EccleG Ann. 829. ^ Goth. lib. i. Logcen. lib.jii. 

tra£Hon. The year of his ac- (A) Loccenius znA F.u^endorf 
ceffion is no lefs dubious ; but certainly mean two drfferent 
Torfigus places it in 831. Vid. pcrfons by this ^/or«o, whom 
lih.ferreg. Dan. • they both cajl the firft cbriftian 

prince. 
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Afmiiad* ASMUND was then raifed to the throne^ Jbut he 
did not maintain bis pofleffion* long. Undei- him the 
chriftians fufFered terrrble perfecutions, and in this reign 
it was, that St. Hitard, probably the monk Vitard^ fuf-* 
fered martyrdom. His people revolted, and he was de- 
pofed, and forced, out of neceffity, to have recourfe to piracy j 
which he exercifed with unparalleled cruelty, againft the 
Vandalsy Angles^ and other commercial nations. 
Olaus the 1*^ was now that Olaus^ furnamed Tratelga^ was raifed to 
Tree Cat- the throne of Swiden^ being re-called by the voice of the 
ter, or people to fucceed Afmund, To prevent any difturbances 
TraeteJga. from Denmark^ he demanded in marriage for his fon Ingo^ 
the daughter of king Regner. It was granted, without he« 
fitation, and thus he continued to reign peaceably over 
Sweden and Gothland. About the year 853, Anfgarius return- 
ed to Sweden^, and prefented himfelf before Ulaus at Birca^ 
the largeft city^ at that time, in the kingdom ; and fo po- 
pulous, that it could, in a few days, arm 12,000 men, 
without prejudice to any.public manufadure. The progrefs 
AnfgHrlus made among fuch a multitude was prodigious 1 
hundreds were bapti^d in a day, and the king not only em- 
braced the faith^ but propagated it with all his influence. 
He may indeed be faid to have died a martyr to the chriftian 
religion \ for, after he had eftabliflied his fon king of Den^ 
marky a famine happened in Sweden, which was attributed by 
the pagans to the'increafe of chriftianity. They endeavoured 
to perfuade the king to facrifice to the heathen gods ; but 
on his abfolute refufal, they immediately offered him up a 
facrifice^ (B)* 

c PuFFEND. p. 71. 

prince. Yet the prittce^ of crown to his fon Ennignup^ 
whom the former fpeaks^ flou- whom the Danijh writers call 
riihed, according to him» in the Emignuf, denying that he was 
days of Charlemagne ; and the ion to the king of Sweden. In- 
other, mentioned by Fuffendorf^ deed Olaus is entirely omitted 
. in the reign of his fon Lewis, by Torfaus in his catalogue ef 
Loccenius indeed fpeaks of two Snvedijb princes ; and, poffibfy* 
Biornos, that anfwer to both becaufe he was not acknow« 
tbefe periods. Vid. p. 39» 45* ledged fovereign of the whole 
Loccen. f. 49. lib. ii. kingdom. Sweden^ as well as 
(B) it is confidently aflerted Z)f«;»Ar/(, was in theie days often 
by the Swedijh hiftorianS; that governed by feveral kings ; the' 
Olaus conquered Denmark^ go* that prince who had the greateft 
verned there in perfon for five power ufually claimed the title of 
years, and then refigned the kicgof $avr<^ff. Gotb.libwU 

At 
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At the death of Olaus his fon Ingo was placed on the Ingp,. 
throne ; a prince of a pacific difpofition, who dreaded no- 
thing fo much as difiurbing the tranquillity of his people. 
The neighbour from whom he apprehended the moft danger 
was the king of Denmark ; and to prevent annoyance from 
that quarter, he married the princefs his daughter. How- 
ever, left long repofe might emafculate the minds of the 
youth, he permitted them to make incurfions into the fron- 
tiers of Rujffta I and fome writers alledge, that he led an ar- 
my thither in perfon, and periihed in the field fword*in- ' 
hand **• 

His fon Ericj furnamed Waderheady or JVeatherbeady fuc- Eric Wad- 
ceeded him. All that is recorded of this prince favours eriiead. 
ftrongly of the fabulous. He was a great magician, and 
took his name from the aftonifhing influence he had over 
the weather, from the mere turning of his hat®. 

To ff^aderhea J {uccecded his (on Eric^ furnamed Segherfell, Eric S«g* 
or th^Vi^orious, from the conftant feries of good fortune hcrfeU. 
that attended him. He conquered the provinces of Finland, 
EJihonia^ Livonia, and Courlandj and kept poflfei&on to the 
end of his reign. The war he carried on againft Swen king 
of Denmark, terminated with equal fucceis. Firft he de- 
prived him of Holland and Schonen, and at laft of the whole 
kingdom of Denmark ; Swen faving himfelf, with gr^at ha- 
zard, in Norway, Thence, fay the Swedifl) writers, he 
pafied over to Britain, and fpent feven years in Scotia, (a 
term ufed extremely vaguely by all the hiftorians of the 
north) returning at length to his own dominions at the 
death of Eric Segberfell, about the year 940^. 

ERIC, furnamed Stenchil Milde, or Happy-born, was ErIcSten- 
raifed to the throne at his father's death. Ste/tchil not only chilMilde 
embraced, but pufhed with zeal, the chriftian religion. Af- or Aarfel. 
ter his acceffion, he demanded teachers from the bifhop of 
Hamburgh, and had two fent, Adelwart and Stephen, who 
were ftrongly patronized by his majefty, and fuccefsful in 
their miffion. Thtj publickly baptized the king at Stigtuna, 
and his examjde was followed by the moft conUderable per- 
fonages in Sweden. To diftinguifh his zeal for chriftianity, 
he caufed the fine heathen temple at Upfal to be demolilhed, 
the idols to be broken, and prohibited facrifices to be made 
under the fevcfeft corporal penalties. In a word, fuch was 
his ardor to propagate the true religion, that, neglefting his 
own fafety, he fell a facrifice to heathen fuperftition, and 

** LoccBK. p. 49. lib. ii. PuFFfND. p. 73. 
« J. Mag, p. 34, f SvAN, Chron, p. 66. 

was 
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was murdered in a tumult of the people^ dccafioned by the 
demolition of the temple^. 
Olaus OLAUSy furnamed Scotkonun^ (A), who fucceedcd to th* 

Scotko- crownj was not difcouraged from publickly profeffing 
'^wng, chriftianity, by the unfortunate example of his father, or, as 
other writers imagine, of his brother** : on the contrary, ht 
difpatchdd ambaffadors to Ethelred^ then reigning in England^ 
requefting him to fend miffionaries to Sweden to preach the 
gofpel. In compliance with his earneft defire, three eccle- 
fiaftics, of exemplary piety and profound learning, were de- 
tached (B). On their arrival in TVeft Gothlandy they preach- 
ed before the king, and baptized him. Either the force, or 
novelty of their do(3rine, induced numbers of the nobility to 
become converts. Charity was reckoned the firft of virtues, 
and this might be called the harveft of churchmen, when 
offerings were fo confidierable, that at one mafs, upwards 
of 600 marks in filver coin were taken*. / 

While the light of chriftianity, or rather the power of 
the clergy, was thus fpreading itfelf in Sweden^ Olaus Trug-^ 
geforiy king of Norway^ was endeavouring to wreft Denmark 
from Sweny who had lately recovered his crown. As he 
found the enterprize clogged with unexpected difficulties^ 
he laboured to engage Olaus of Sweden in his intereft. The 
method which appeared mofl: efFe£tual, was, to demand his 
Swedijh majefty's fifter in marriage ; and fuch propofals were 
made, as it was not thought ad vKable to decline. Her high- 
nefs was fent to Norway^ and both kingdoms united in the 
clofeft ties of friendfhip. Swf« prognofticated ruin to 
himfelf from fuch an alliance 5 he ufed every expedient to 
break it, and at laft fucceeded fo far, as to wean Oluf^s af* 
feftions from his queen, and prevail oh him to fend her back 
to Sweden^ by the indiredt offl^rs he made of his daughter, 
the moft celebrated beauty of the age. Olaus had no fooner 
got rid . of his queen, than he demanded the Norwegian 
princefs ; but Swen^ having npw gained his purpofe, kept his 

s SuAN. Chron. p. 67. Nuetf. Hift.Ecclef. lib* iii. 
^ LoccEN. lib. ii. p. 5I9 ^ Idem.ibid» 

(A) Olaus was likewife fur- (B) Loccenius gives their 
named the Tributary^ on account names, calling them Sifroyy Ef- 
of a certain annual tax he paid cheld^ and Da^id\ a foantatnia 
to the pope to carry on the. ' Gothlandy at which the king was 
war againfl the Infidels, called baptized, dill bearing the name . 
Rem-^t in Sweden. Lo^cen. of the former^ 
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daughter's marriage in treaty, and demanded for himfelf thtf 
mother-in-law of Olaas king of Sweden. In a word, his in* 
trigues brought on a war between Sweden and l^orway. O- 
laus equipped a fleet to revenge the injury done to his fifter^ 
came up with the Norwegians^ gave battle^ and defeated them* 
To avoid being taken prifoner in the purfuit, the king of Nor* 
ivay thtcv/ himfelf over-board, and perifhed in the fea. His 
death made Norway an eafy conqueft. Olaus invaded, fub-« 
dued, and annexed it to his own crown : after which he ' 
married his mother-in-law to Swen, and gave him for a por-^ 
tion half the kingdom of Norway. But this country foon , 

after reverted to the lawful heirs*. 0/«/i the fon of Harold 
Grandjhe^ who. had been excluded his right by Triggefon^ now 
claimed the crown, and fupported his demands with a pow« 
erful fleet, that not only annoyed the coafls of Siveden and 
Norway^ diflurbed the commerce of the Baltic, but forced 
the Sound, and feized the kingdom of Gothland. In progrefs 
of time peace was concluded, and the crown of Sweden 
quietly refigned to Oluf. , 

This prince's feverity in punifhing all his fubje^^is who 
refufed to embrace chriftianlty, occafloned a rebellion in his 
kingdom, and obliged the Norwegians to offer the crown to 
Canute king of Denmark. The king of Norway made fuch 
overtures to his Swedijh majefty, that he engaged in the 
quarrel between Canute and Oluf, and fent ftrong reinforce* 
ments to the latter againft his own fubjedls and the Danes* 
At laft 0/«/* was defeated, and forced to fly Norway. After- 
wards he recovered his dominions by the afliAance of. his 
SweSJh majefly ; but at laft perifiied in a battle, fought a* 
gainft his own fubjefls, on the frontiers of Norway ^* 

Upon his death it was that Olaus unalienably annextd 
Gothland to the crown of Sweden, with a view to prevent the 
wars confequent on a partition of the kingdoms ; and this 
is the reafon afligned by hiftorians, why the defcendants of 
Olaus negleded, for many ages, to aflTume the title of king of 
the Goths^. * 

We have it on the heft authority, that Olaus was fucceed- Afmandt 
ed by his fon Afmund Kolbrenner, which Loccenius tranflates 
Carbonarius, fo called from a law paflcd in his reign, that if 
any of his fubjec^s injured another, a part of his houfe (hould 
be thrown down and burnt, proportioned to the injury giveo« 
However abfurd this law may appear, Afmund is faid to have 
been a fenfible, pious, and upright prince, a ftrenuous ad- 
vocate for chriftianity, and inforcer of the laws* Locctniut 

^ PuF FBND. Hift. p. 74. ' Idem iUd. 
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relates a war in which he was engaged againft Norway, and 
the Anglo Saxons of Britain ; but we do not chufe to trouble 
our readers with the recital of events " fo doubtful, that it 
is evefi diTputed who were the powers engaged (A). 

A S MUND Kolbrenmr was fucceeded in the throne by 
Afmund Slemme i likewife furnamed Gomneel^ on account of 
his great age ". Very different in difpofition from his father, 
he gave himfelf little trouble about the progrefs of 
chriftianity, and regarded religion only as it affected policy 
and the laws, ^e had the name o( Slemme from his having, 
in concert with the Danes^ marked out a certain frontier be- 
tween Schonen and Sweden, in order to cut off the continual 
controverfies about the limits of that province. The Swedes 
claimed a right to the whole, as far as Orefund\ and they 
bellowed thi$ opprobious name on their king for furrendering 
their right. Finding the contempt into which he had fallen, 
he endeavoured to wipe it off, by reducing ScA^w^w ; for this 
purpofe he raifed an army^ meft Canute the rich, was defeat- 
ed and flain. 

At Afinun^s death, Hacquin Rufus was eledled king of 
the GothSy • while the Swedes, who pretended to a fuperior 
right of eleiSion, chofe Stenchil their fovereign. Thefe 
two princes came to an accommodation, and terminated 
their differences amicably ; ftipulating, that Hacquin fhouM 
retain the crown for life, he being»now in an advanced pe- 
riod of life ; and that at his death Gothland, (houtd revert in- 
feparably to Sweden, Agreeable to this treaty Hacquin 
reigned peaceably for thirteen years, and was then fucceed- 
ed by Stenchil, grandfon to Olaus the Tributary yZ wife prince, 
who reflefted dignity upon both diadems. His principal care 
was to proteft religion and the laws ; but he was no lefs a 
warrior than politician. The Swedijfh writers expatiate on 
his prodigious ftrength, dexterity, and courage ; inftancijtg, 
as proofs of his warlike genius, three fignal vidlories, which 
he obtained over Swen EJlrith, king of Denmark, Yet the 
Danijh biographers of this prince affirm, that inltead of caf- 
rying on a war with Sweden, Swen had always drawn large 
fuccours from it **. Notwithftanding thefe contradictory af- 
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LoccEN. libii. p. Sy. » Idem ibid. " Mevrs. fib. i. 



(A) It may be proper to add, 
that according to J, Got bus and 
LocceniuSf Afmund Kolbrenner 
was killed anno 1035, in a bat- 
tle fought with Canittfi the rich 



king of Denmark and England, 
Upon what authority they have 
founded this afTertion, it wonkl 
be diiEcult for us at this difbince 
of time to enquire. 
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feitiond) we think it our duty to mention, that the ^tc^^^jS^l 
^uih their notioi> fo far as to affirm> that both king's pe* 
riflied in battle ^. 

. INGO^ a perfon of noble, but not royal blood, was raifed togO. 
to the throne at the death of StencbiL His qualities were 
truly princely, and merited a crown \ they now ihoae 
ivich brighter luftre. Poffible it is, that he carried his piety 
beyond the meafures of true policy. He forbid facrifice$ and 
worfliip to idols, and propagated the chriftian religion with 
fuch zeal, as incurred the refentment of his fubjeds, and 
brought on a premature death, having been murdered in his 

bcd^ 

HALSTANy his brother, inherited his crown and HalflaA. ! 

virtues^ No fovereign ever more ftrongly poiTefTed the afFec^ . j 

tions of his fubje(5ls. His addrefs, rather than the fweetnefa 
of his difpofition, gained him the reputation of the bed na** \ 

tured of men. He died in 1064, after a ihort, but happy 
reign, bejng fucceeded in his throne by his fon PbHipy a 
prince who trod clofely in the footfteps of > his excellent 
father. 

For many ages the memory of Philip was dear to the Ptiilip^ 
SwideSy fo gentle, fo milJ, fo affable 4vere his manners and 
converfation. As to the particulars of his reigny they are 
Dot tranfmitted to pofterity p. 

In the year 1082, IngOf the fourth of that name, afcend- Ingo* 
ed the throne. According to fome writers, he was the fon^ 
while others call him the brother of Philip ; but what wad 
of more confequence, that he refembled him in manners, is a« 
greed upon by all hands. The piety of his life, and the zeal he 
profefled for chriftianity, obtained him the furname of Good^ 
por was his queen Raguild lefs celebrated for her virtues* 
After her death, (he was in a manner deified, and her urn 
vidted by religious from every quarter of the kingdom. By 
this princefs./^j^had two (laughters ; one he married to E-^ 
ric the holy king of Denmark ; the other to Magnus of Nor^ 
utayy and thereby united in ties of the {lrii3:e(l ^iendfhip th0 
three northern crownJ. Ingols whole life was a feries of 
Worthy and pious labours. He adminiftered juftice with ri^ 
gour, except where circumftances required the interpofitioil 
of his clemency. The good he rewarded, but waged un-« 
remitting war on robbers, plunderers, and pirates, with 
whom Swedm was at that time grievoufly infefted by fea and 
land* The fcrupulous attention he paid to the execution of 

« LoccEN, lib. ii. p. 6^* » Puefend. p. 85, torn. i« 

9 Idem ibid« ^ • 
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die laws, raifed him enemies. The Ojiro-Goihs tneditate<] t 
revolt, and contrived means to poifon IngOy who^i they con- 
fidered as the great obftacle to their licentious projects 9. 

Ir faA they had no fooner removed him, than they e- 
Ie6led Ragwald^ a lord of confiderable pofieffions, and a very 
ancient family. His ftature was gigantic, and his ftrength 
prodigious, and he poflefled a ferocity and cruelty of difpofi- 
tion perfectly fuited to his brutal afped. Jealous of his royal 
prerogative, he carried it to a degree of defpotifm, trampling 
en the laws and liberties of the people. The violence and 
fiel-cenefe of his difpoiition gained him the furname of Knap^ 
hoefdiy and gave birth to a confpiracy, that put ^ an end to 
his life. 

At the death o{Ragwaldy the Oflro-Goths eleAed Magnus^ 
fen of Nichilas king oi Denmark i but the Swedes^ jealous of 
their rights, difputed this ele£i:ion, by chufing another king, 
who was flain foon after his acceffion in a battle fought a- 
gainfl the Oftro-Goths, For fome time Magnus remained in 
peaceable pofleffion of the crown ; but becoming odious to 
the people by h\s crimes, the Swedes^ in concert with the 
OJIro^Gothsy prefented the crown to Suercher^ a man of a cha- 
rader the very reverfex)f the former. 
Suercher. * This prince afcended the throne in 1148, and from the 
fiation of a private man, acquired the reputation of the moft 
amiable and accomplifhed monarch of his times. His reign 
would have been truly happy, had he given lefs way to pa- 
rental tendernefs, and aded with the authority of a father and 
fovereign to fubdue the enormous vices of his fon ; a prince, 
who indulged himfelf in every excels that the moft wanton 
imagination could fuggeft, or utmoft profligacy, caprice, and 
• libertinifm invent. At the head of a band of young liber« 
tines, devoted to their paffions, he made aii incurfion into 
. Hallandy vrolated virgins and matrons, and ravifhed the 
fifter and wife of the governor. The Swedes exclaimed 
loudly againft this adion, and the Danes determined to re- 
venge it. For this purpofe they tool^arms, and fome writers 
affirm, that Suereher had the misfortune to fee his fon fall 
under the blows of his enemies ; while others alledge, that 
charged by his father with the condud of the Danijh war, 
prince fohn afllembled the people to raife the taxes neceflary 
to fupport it, aiNJ was murdered in a tumult of the populace, 
incenfed to the higheft degree at an expence incurred by his 
profligacy *. As for the king himfelf, he was ailaffinated in 



4 LoccEN.lib. ii. ' Ann. ijbid, 

* LoccsN. lib. ii. Pvffbnd. p. 87, 88. 
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bis fledge, by a party of rtiale-contcnts ; and it was fuppofed* 
the fatal blow was given by one of his own domeftics, ,\|^ho 
. had yielded to the force of goM, and comfnitted a barbaroug 
murder on a matter he loved and efteemed, merely to grati- 
fy his avarice (A). 

Now a difference arofe between the Swedes and Goths^ Charles, 
the latter preferring Charles^ thefon of Suercher^ to the throne, and'B.nQ 
and the former declaring £r/V, the fori of Jefwary king, the Holy, 
This prince had chiefly gained the affections of the Swed^ 
l^ation by marrying Chrijiina^ daughter to Irigothe Goodi 
a prince whofe memory they held in veneration. As it was 
now ah eflrabliflied principle with both nations, that the 
crowns (hould be united, to prevent the confequences of a * 
rupture, they comproruifed the difpute. £nV, by this agree-^ 
ment, was to remain in poffeflion of both crowns during hia 
life, and they were then to devolve to Charles, their dcffcend- 
ants to reign alternately, ftill referving the rights of the peo- 
ple. This treaty continued in fofce for the fpacf of a cen- 
tury, and became the fruitful fource of nunaberlefs calannd- 
ties to the fovereigri and fubjeCb. 

In the year 1 154 Eric made a fuccefsful expedition againft' 
the Finlanders^ a people hitherto buried in the groffeft idola- 
try, and refufing fubmiffion to the Swedijh government. Af- 
ter totally fubduing and breaking their refraiftory difpofition^ 
be obliged them to receive the gofpel. He then returned to 
Sweden, arid performed every duty of an excellent king. He 
adminiftered juflice with the mofl: fcrupulous delicacy ; h^ 
promoted religion with zeal ; he founded monafl;eries, and 
endowed them liberally ; he compiled an admirable body of 
laws, called in the vernicular language St. Eri^s Lag, and 
he faw them executed with punSiuality. The more defcern- 
ing about his court wpre of opinion, his zeal carried him tp 
an imprudent excefs, in denying pagans and idolaters the be- 
nefit of thefe laws. It was faid, that his religion degenera- 
ted to fuperftition and bigotry, and bis juftice to i-igour and 
^yen cruelty. Certain it is, that the feverity with which he 
punifhed all offences againft fociety, drew on him the dif- 
pleafure of thofe who lived on rapine and the fpoils of the 
public. They confpired againft their fovereign, formed a 



(A) It is worth remarking, 
that, though Magnus and Buer^ 
ri&^r were ftilcd kings of thcO/fw- 
Goths, they were in fa£k fove- 
reiens of all that. country now 
KxSi^S^eden^ Whence it woald 
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feem, that Oftrogdthia and Sue» 
da were frequently ufed by the 
Latin writers as fynonymous 
terms ; notwithftanding the for^ 
mer coniprehends only a part of 
the latter. 
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powerful fa(9ioh, and invited a fon of the king of Denmari 
to join the league (B). With this fuccour ihey expefted 
foon to become mafters of the kingdom. The king of 
Denmark and his fon paiTed with a powerful army into 
£tc/^i^;7, and joined the rebels* fr/V marched >yith a hand- 
ful of forces to oppofe the enemy ; he came up with them 
in the plains ofUp/al, fought like a warrior, and died with 
the reputation of a hero, after having fingly withftood the 
Vtmoft efforts of ten Danijb officers. 

Cutting off £riVs head, the enemy carried it in tri-i 
limpb to Upfah pillaged the royal palace> and proclaimed 
f/Iagnm king of Sweden. But the reign of this prince was 
of fliort duration* The Swedes Aeno\xnQti. vengeance for 
the death of their monarch, and flew to arms to make good 
their menaces. Affifted by the Goths^ under the conduct of 
Charlesy they cut the enemy in pieces, leaving dead on the 
^eld the king and prince of Denmark (C). 
Cl^arles By this viftory Charles became^ according to agreement, 
Suercber^p king of Sweden and Gothland ', but as he was fuppofed to 
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have been an accomplice in the murder of En'cj the Swedes 
at firft refufed to acknowledge him. They would willingly 
have beAowed the crown on Canute Ton of Eric ; but that 
prince had withdrawn to Norway^ on difcoveriug that Charles 
had confpired againft his life ^. At laft, however, .Charles 
obtained his ultimate wiih. He found himfelf feated firmly 
on the thrones of Sweden and Gothland^ and he deter- 
mined to merit his profperity, by complying ftridly with bis 
engagements. With this view he recalled Canute froih Nir^^ 
V)ayy fettled the fuccei&on agreeable to the treaty betweeq 

^ LoccEN. lib. iii, 



(B) M. Puffendorf falls into 
9 variety of miftakes about the 
name of tl^is Danifi prince, 
whom he calls Magnus^ the fon 
of Henry Scatteler king of Den- 
tnark. But no Danijh hiftorian 
mentions a king of that name ; 
and a3 to tienry Scattehrr fon of 
Uh^Ot nephew of king Nicholas^ 
he had no ion called Magnus^ 
Poffibly th« learned author miA 
took Magnus the fon of king 
Nieholasi for the ion of Henry 
Scatteler*^ but even th^rc-he Ji 



guHty of a double blund^, in 
the perfbn and in thechrono* 
logy. 

(C) The conquerors employ- 
ed their booty in building a 
church on the field of battle^ at 
a little diflance from Up/aL 
This church they called. Dane- 
marc, endowing it with many 
privileges, fettling a hand(<Hne 
revenue upon it, and adorning it 
with plate and a variety of rid| 
ornaments. Loccen. lib. iii* 
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him and Ertc^ and declared the fon of that prince prefamp- 
tive heir to the crowns. Whatever means he took to acquire 
dominion,' his coudu<^ihewed, that he knew how to uie it. 
His reign was pacific, his government unexceptionable. He 
■was generous to the clergy, without fuperftition or bigotry, 
and prote6led the church, without being a dupe to prielt- 
craft. He erefted feveral monafteries, and obtained from 
pope Alexander III. the dignity of an archbifhop, and 
the gallium for the bifliop of VpfaL It fomewhat impeaches 
the charafier we have' drawn of this prince, that fome 
writers confidently affirm, he burthened the people with an 
unfupportable complaifancc for the fee oi'Rome^ granting his 
holinefs the inheritance of all who died without iffue, 
and a certain proportion of the cfFe£ls of thofe who had 
children ' ; a heavy tribute that continued to the papacy of 
Gregory X. 

CANUTE £^/CSOAr did not chufe to wait theCa«utc 
death of Charles^ hy whom he was appointed fuccefTor. Re- Erkron. 
fufing that prince's invitation to return to Sweden j' he began 
levying forces^ in Norway ; and tnttxxng Sweden all of a fud- 
dcn, he furprifed Charles^ took him priioner, and bv^headed 
him, under pretence of his having been acceiiary to his fa* 
ther*s death. Immediately, on advice of his death, the 
yniAovf oi Charles fiti xmt oi Sweden with her children, and 
found an afylum in the court of Waldemar I. of Den-- 
mark^ who promifed her all manner of fuccour againft king • 
Canute. In efi«£^, his troops took the field at the fame tim« 
that the Coth were in arms to revenge their king's death, 
for whom they exprcfTed a fingular attachment. Both armies 
being joined, they marched againfl C«7«tt/^, under the con- 
du£t of AW, brother to the late king Charles, A battle was 
fought; but Kol being flain juft as viftory was ready to de- 
clare for him, the combined army was feized with a panic, ' 
routed, and cut to pieces ^, 

This fuccefs turned the fcale wholly in f ivour of Canute \ 
it rendered him abfolute mafler of Sweden and Gothland^ 
which he governed peaceably for twenty- three years. Du- 
ring this whole fpace of tim^ his tranquillity was but once 
difturbed, and that by a flight incurfion the EJihonians and 
Courlanders made into Sweden^ killing the archbifhop of 
Stecka^ and pillaging the rich city Sigiuna, He d-i^d at 
Erlckjbergy in We/i-Gothland^ in the year 1192, and was bu-. 
ried with great funeral pomp in the cloifter of fFarnheim. 
His charafter may be defcribed in a few words. He, was ' 

' PuFFEND. torn, i.p.92. ^ Atfft. dtat.ibid. 
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equally ambitious and capable of reigning. To gratify his 
luft of power, he ftuck at no !Xiean$, and yet he exerted it 
with fuch fuperior capacity and moderation, th^t no Swede 
had reafon to lament his uiccefs ^ 
Su^rcher. The cruelties exercifed by the late king on the family of 
king Charles did not prevent the Swedes from raifmg his fon 
to the throne. True, Eric the fon of Canute fhewed fome 
inclination to difpute the crown with him ; but as the face 
of affairs promifed but little fuccefs, he reconciled himfelf 
by treaty with Suercher^ ftipulating that he fhould fucceed 
aa the death of that prince. What gave Suercher the great-- 
cft advantage over his competitor was, his marrying, a prin- 
A D ^^'^ ^^ Denmark^ whence he was enabled to draw powerful 
' 2 ' fuccours from that kingdom. He at the fame tim&pofTeficd 
^ ' excellent qualities, and governed for fome years with great 
wifdom. In the end, however, he became fufpicious and a 
tyrant. To fecure himfelf in the throne, he belisyed it ne- 
ceflary to maiTacre all the friends and relations of Canute ; 
but, in fpite of his utmoft vigilance, Eric^ the only male 
child of that prince, efcaped him, faving himfelf in Norway^ 
where he lived for feveral years. At laft the inhabitants of 
Uplandia^ (hocked with the cruelty of Suercher^ and moved 
with compaffion for the young prince, rofe in arms againft 
the government, and recalled Eric^ promifing to open hts 
way to the throne, at the expence of their lives and fortunes. 
He accepted their invitation, and appeared in Sweden at the 
head of a few troops, furniibed by king Ingo. On his ar- 
rival almoft all the Swedijh nobility declared for him. He 
inarched againft the king, defeated, and forced him to fave 
himfelf in IVeJi Gothlandy where he expeded fuccours from 
Denmark. Waldemar lU difpatched the biihop of Rofchild 
V ' .with 6000 men to his affift^nce ; but fcarce had this rein- 
forcement joined the remains of Suercherh army, when Eric 
came up, and obtained a fecond complete vi&ory, all the 
allied forces being cut in pieces, and the Danijh generals left 
dead on the field ^* Suercher took refuge in Denmark^ where 
t be lived for two years, during which time he ailembled a 

very formidable army, and marched towards the frontiers of 
Sw{den. A third time he gave battle to £nV, but with the 
iame fortune as before ; his troops were cut to pieces, and 
himfelf left among the carnage on the field. Thus Eric 
jcamb at length into the peaceable poiTeflion of the crowns 
of Sweden and Gothland *• 

' LoccEN. p. 8o« ^ Meurs. Hifi* Pan. lib. r. I/)c- 
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To remove every difficulty, and avoid every obftacle to Eric 
the peace and happinefs of his kingdom, Eric renewed the Caution, 
treaty of alternate fuccei|ion with the children of the late 
king ; giving the ftrongeft tefiimonies of his finccrity, by . 
appointing john^ the fon of Suercher^ his fucceflbr in the 
throne. His policy extended farther. To reconcile him- 
self to Denmark^ he efpoufed the princefs Reckot^ fifler to 
fFaldemar. From this time he reigned with the utmoft fe- 
licity, died regretted, and was buried at Warnhem. 

Agree ABtE; to the late treaty, ^ohn dfcended thethron^ Joha I. 
as foon as vacant, governing for the fhort term of three 
years with admirable wifdom and policy. Some mili* 
tary operations He fet on foot met with le(s fuccefs than the 
juftice of his caufe and prudence of his meafures merited; 
but he died highly efteemed, atid lamented by all who were 
friends to their country, and lovers of integrity, moderation^ 
piety, and prudence, in a monarch. 

The treaty of fucceffion ftill continued in force. £r/r Eric the 
the Stammerer^ fon of Eric Cnutjoriy wore, in his turn, the Stam- 
badges of fovereignty. This prince had a paralytic diforder merer. 
that afFe£(ed his tongue, and deprived him of the ufe of the 
left arm and leg. It gave him a modi ungraceful appear- 
ance, and a look of. fimpllcity that conveyed a very unfa- 
vourable firft impreffion ;' but thefe ideas foon gave way to 
a real efteem, infpired by his bravery, wifdom, and virtue. 
There was in his reign a family of the name of Falkungery fo 
powerful and ambitious , as to form defigns on the crown. 
To gain over the lords of this houfe to his intereft, Eric 
married his After Helena to one of them, whofe name was 
Canutey a perfon highly refpefled for his eloquence. To a 
coufm of this nobleman's he gave his, fecond iifier, and he 
himfelf efpoufed the daughter of Swen Falkunger. AH thefe 
ties, ftrong as they might appear, could not flay .the ambi-* 
tion of the Falkungers. Birger Jerl^ of the whole family, 
remained faithful to the king. All the reft revolted, and 
obtained a victory oyer the kiAg, which obliged him to fly to 
Denmark. In his abfence, Canute Falkunger was proclaimed 
)cing of Sweden by his adherents ; but the ufurper's reign 
v^s of ihort duration, Eric raifed an army in Denmeirk^ 
and marched againft the ufurper, who advanced to meet him 
with a good countenance. His majefty was vi£lorious, his 
competitor 'wounded, his foil Holinger taken, and, though 
the king's own nephew, beheaded by his order. Thus the 
public tranquillity v^s at length reftored, and thofe treache* 
rous allies of bis majefty puniflied in the mgnner they de- 
feived. . ' 

In 
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In ErtcB reign a nuncio from his holinefs arrived in Sstv* 
den^ prohibiting ecclefiailics to marry, as before that time 
they were permitted ®. ^ 

This monarch's chief military operations were againft the 
Tatuq^ianSf a ptople of Finlandy immerfed in the moft abfurd 
idolatry. The king fent Birger Jerl^ his brother-in-law, 
with an army into that country. Birger carried all before 
him, defeated the enemy, pardoned all who embraced chrif- 
tianity, and put the reft to the fword ; a ftrange method of 
convincing the reafon, too* frequently employed in thofe 
days, in points of religion. Before Birger*% return from 
this expedition, king Eric yielded up his laft breath, leaving 
the reputation of a confummate politician, and (kilful, in- 
trepid general P. 
Walde- After the king's death Ivar Bla, one of the chief no- 
jjyy. bility of SweJetiy convoked the flates for the election of a 

new fovereign 5 and fo fuccefsful were his intrigues, that 
their fuffrages raifed Waldemar^ eldeft fon of Birger yerl^ 
and nephew of the late king, to the throne. Thus the 
treaty of alternate fucceflion was broke through, but Birger 
Birger Jerl was not fatisfied. He hafled to Sweden^ called the diet, 
Jcrl Mf- and declared they had taken a wrong ftcp in railing his fon 
plea/ed to'the fovereignty, infinuating, that he Was too young to 
yithbts fupport the weight of government, and indicating plainly 
Jon s e ec' gj^Qygh, that it would have been more conducive to the 
public good to have beftowed the crown on himfelf. But 
the diet anfwered, they were under no neceffity ofchufing 
either him or his fon, and that if he difliked the eledian, 
they would caft their eyes elfewhere. Birger found the diet 
refolute, and thought it advifable to diilemble. He pre- 
tended to be highly pleafed with the honour conferred on 
bis family, and protefted that only his concern for the public 
A T\ good could ever make him appear ungrateful for fo fignal a 
' demonftration of their eftecm and regard. Thus Waldemar 
' -S^* was crowned at Jenfcopingy and the adminiftration put into 
Birger'^ hands, during his fon's minority *i. 
p. Many excellent inftitutions took place under the admi- 

TcT*' - ^'ftr^^io*^ of Birger^ who laboured to give his regency all 
tent of ^^^ luftre which the crown ever reflefted under the moft 
SWedejQ. powerful and prudent princes. He built and fortified the 
city of Stockholm ; he revifed the lands lag^ or that fyftem 
of law, which contained all the ftatutes of the kingdom ; 
he gave new regulations to the SweJiJh citiesy deduced from 

« Ibid. P Goth. p. 56. LoccEN.p. 82. PufF/End. 
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the old laws of the city Birca. In a word, be put in prac* 
tice whateyer could raifc the reputation of his country, fe- 
cure its felicity, and encreafe his own reputation. In ac« 
•knowledgment of his ferviccs, the king, his fon, at the rc- 
queft of the nation, granted to Birger yerl the title and dig- 
nity of a duke, infiead of that of carl, which he before en- 
joyed (C). 

The \io\xk pi FkckengeTy one of the moft powerful fami- CMl'wap 
lies in Swederij beheld, with a jealous eye, the fuccefs of a'« Swc- 
family long their rivals in ambition. They ufed their ut- ^W. 
moft endeavours to ruin the duke, and he exerted himfelf to 
furprife Charle^y who was the principal perfon among his 
enemies. At laft their animofity rofe to fuch a height, 
that a civil war feemed unavoidable. Both parties armed, 
^nd took the field. They met near Helwards-brooy and be- 
gan an engagement, which would undoubtedly have proved 
decifive, had not the combatants been feparated, in the heat 
of the battle, by the breaking down of a bridge. After this 
accident, they contented themfelves with difcharging their 
arrows and javelins at a diftance ^ 

In the mean time fcveral noblemen, more moderate in 
their fentiments, who forefaw the ruinous confeqiiences of 
a civil war, interpoftd, offering their mediation, to accom- 
modate matters amicably. A truce,' and paflports, in order 
to begin a negotiation, were fettled ; in confequence of ' 
which fevefal of the Flockengers came to the duke's camp, 
where they were feized, by his order, and beheaded, with- BirgcrV 
out regard to the moft folemn oaths and engagements; an/^-^* 
adion fo bafe and perfidious as cannot in the leaft be pal« 
liated, and tarnifhes the glory of his regency. Birger was 
inot the only perfon who had pledged his faith for their fe- 
curity. The bifhop of Lincoping did the fame ; and was fo 
much Ihocked at the breach of it, that, by way of atone- 
ftient, he refigned his fee, and began a pilgrimage to Jeru^ 
falerriy in which he died. 

^ CHARLES FLOCKENGER, having efcaped 
this maflacre, breathed nothing but vengeance j but his 
menaces were impotent, as he had loft his moft powerful 
^nd trufty adherents. After fevieral vain attempts to renew 

r PuPFEND. p. JOO, 

{C) The word Jerly in the all probability^ of northern ex- 
ancient SjAfediJh language, im- tradion, and poffibly derived 
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the war, and rejedling all .the overtures made by J5/r^^, he. 
retired for fecurity'to the grand mafter of the Teutonic order, 
in which fervice he died, after having performed z&s of fo 
aftonifliing valour, as fignalifed his memory for many fu- 
ture ages •. 
Walde* Duke Bitter being now fecure from all attempts, and 
jnar maf" rid of the molt formidable of bis enemies, celebrated, with- 
rits. . great pomp, his fon's marriage with the princefs Sophia^ 
daughter of Eric. But though ffaldemar was now of age, 
the old duke, almoft oppreiTed with years, could not prevail 
on himfelf to furrender his power. At laft he died, and the 
reiiis of government were taken by the young kin^ into his 
own hands (D). Each of the three princes his brothers kept 9 
feparate court, and Magnus efpecially lived with all thextafte 
and magnificence of a king. This prince pofleiTed many 
great qualities. He was munificent, learned, affable, and 
accomplilhed in all the arts that conftitute the fine 
^ gentleman. The nobility flocked to him, and the Swedijh 
' nation was fo captivated with his generofity, that the king 
began to exprefs^uneafmefs at his popularity. He perfuaded 
^ealottfies himfelf that his brother afpired at the crown ; and queen 
ietivem Sophia^ who hated Magnus^ confirmed thefe fentiments. It 
the king is a little extraordinary, however, that amidfl thefe fufpici- 
€md bis ons, WaldemoT (hould make ^ pilgrimage to Komty and af- 
brothers* ter wards to Jerufakm^ entrufling the adminiflration to Mag" 
nusy in his abfence ; and that immediately on his return 
be fhould accufe his brother of endeavouring to fix the 
crown on his own head, notwithftanding the propfs of his 
fidelity he had given. To prevent the confequences of the 
king's jealoufy, a diet of the Swedes Was held at Strignen^ the 
differences between Waldemar and Magnus were canvafTed, 
and all poffible means employed to terminate their difputes 
amicably. Benvit^ the youngeft brother, gave a niofl ex- 
traordinary inflance of moderation. He, far from embroil- 
ing the kingdom with any new claims, furrendered Finland 
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(D) Btrger left four fens; 
Waldemar king of SwedeUf Mag' 
nus duke of Sudermania^ Eric 
prince of Smaldnd^ and Benvit 
duke of Finland I which duke- 
doms and principality were all 
appenages . that duke Birger 
had prevailed on his ion the 



king to confer on his brother*. 
The event fkewed» that Walde* 
mar had niade them too power- 
ful for his own tranquillity. The 
troubles they excited were tr\ily 
jneiancholy, and baneful to 
Sweden. 
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to hi? brothers, in order to put an end to their differences 
^bout their feveral patrimonies ^ 

This ceffion of Benvifs^ and the repreientations of the 
diet, could not efFedl die much-defired reconciliation. 
Both fides were now fo much enflamed, that it was not 
pofEble to bring matters to an accommodation; but as 
Magnm^ and Era his brother, were not in condition to 
make head 2L%UTi^Waldimar in the field, who was ftrongly q-j^^^ 
fupported by the alliance of Norway^ they pafled over to ^^ w 
Dinmark^ and entered into a ftri£i confederacy with king Magnot » 
Ericy the treaty between them bearing date A. D. 1276. andErk, 
At the head of a confiderable army they returned to Sweden^ retire to 
where they were joined by their friends and adherents. On Denmark, 
the firft notice of their march, king Waldemar put his army 
in motion, and, being greatly fuperior in numbers, he was ' 
fo confident of fuccefs, that he gave himfelf up to feafting ' 
and diverfions, being fatisfied with fending out a detach- 
ment to look for the enemy. Magnus and Bric^ improved 
the mifcondu£l to their own advantage. Defeating the de- Tb^ re- 
tachment, they attempted to furprife Waldemar at Rondahada^ turny and 
put he got notice of their intentions, by fomc perfons who i'*^^ '^' 
bad efcaped out of the late battle. Inftead, however, of ^^^gbattk, 
making any refiftaoce, he deferted his army, and fled to 
Wermeland^ whither he was purfued, and made prifoner by a 
body of light horfe, detached by Magnus ". 

The y\&ox\o\x% Magnus now aflembled a diet, in order to A parti' 
reftore the public tranquillity, by removing every poflible tion treaty 
caufe of contention. He knew that by this he rifked no- concluded. 
thing, being perfe£Uy fecure of the affections of the nobi- 
lity and people. Accordingly the ftates decreed, that ^V- 
demar fhould, for his ihare, poflefs Eaft and fFeft Goth* 
iand^ with the province of Smaland^ renouncing all pre- 
tentions to the reft of the kingdom, which w^s aiSgned to 
Magnus ^. 

This treaty being concluded, Magnus fent back the Da- ^^^ Danes 
mjb auxiliaries 5 but thefe troops, difiatisfied at having no % ^*'®" 
arrears paid them, committed horrible ravages in their dcnww/?^. 
march. When the king of Denmark afterwards demanded 
payment of the fubfidy, ftipulated in the treaty with Mag^ 
-ftus^ that prince anfWered, that he would dedu£l: an indem- 
.nification from the devaftation made in his dominions by the 
Danijh forces. This aggravated the Danes ftill more ; they 
redoubled their licentioufnefs, and Magnus refolved to make 

t LoccEN. lib. ill. p. 8^; ^ Idem. lib. iii, Puffbkd. 
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rcprifals. He entered the provinces of Schonm and UaUani^ 
committed horrid cruelties, laid the country wafte, burnt 
and deftroyed all before him ; but was forced to retreat pre- 
cipitately, on the approach of the enemy, who were greatly 
fuperior in numbers, and his own troops fatigued, and loaded 
with booty. 

ERIC of Denmark fought his revenge, by intriguing 
with Waldemar^ to join him againft his own brother, pro- 
mifing, as an inducement, to reinftate him in all his domi- 
nions. Thefe were motives fufficicntly powerful to engage 
giunft his JValdemar \ he agreed to every thing propofed, and imme- 
'" diately the Danijh army took the field, but not till Waldemaf 
and his family had arrived in Denmark^ They met the 
Swedijh army, commanded by Uffo Carlfin^ at Vexio^ came to 
blows, and were defeated with great lofs, and forced to re- 
tire with precipitation *. 

ERIC of Denmark feemed to be animated with his 
lofles, which he firmly determined to revenge. Next year 
he levied a prodigious army, took the field in perfon, at- 
tended by Waldemar^ entered Gothland^ and committed dread- 
ful devaftations, but was at length flain by a Swedijh foldier^ 
according to Puffendorf^ and the Swedijh writers (E). 

All this while Magnus beheld the ravages of the Danet 
with great compofure. He was ftrong enough to offer battle; 
but he declined it, contenting himfelf with (hutting the 
enemy up in Gothland^ knowing well that the winter would ' 
oblige them to retire, without drawing a finglc advantage 
from their expedition. However, a treaty was fet on foot 
by certain noblemen of each natiopj who lamented the ex- 
pence of blood and treafure to both kingdoms, for fo trifling 
a difference as the fubfidy in difpute, which did not exceed 
iGx thoufand filver marks. The difference was at leiigth 
comppomifed, and a treaty figned, whereby Magnus agreed 
to pay four thoufand marks, and to give the city Ladefa in 
fecurity of payment. As to JValdemor^ his intereft was en- 
tirely forgot by the Danijh monarch, and he found hinodelf 
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(£) This account differs, in 
all its circumftances, from the 
relations of the Danijh writers. 
In the firil: place, the expedition 
into Got hlaTid happened in 1 277^ 
.and Eric was not (lain before 
the year 1286. Next, be was 



not flain in Gothland, or by the 
hand of a S^wedijh foldier, bat 
by his own courtiers, at Finda- 
ruft a village near JViburgh, in 
Jutland, Yet Puffendorf and 
others exprefsly afiirro, tiiat his 
death haj^nedat Axehwold, 
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under the ncccffity of renouncing the whole klngdpm of 
Sweden^ of which, it muft be acknowledged, his pufil- 
lanimous conduct proved him unworthy. After thus abdi- 
cating the crowxi) by treaty, WaUemar retired to Den*^ 
mark, 

MA GNUS had fcarce afcended the throne, before an Magnus 
accident occurred, which m^ight have coft him his liberty. Ladif- 
The king of Denmark had borrowed a fum of money from law* ^* 
one Peter PortZiy mortgaging to him for payment the fum 
due by Magnus^ agreeable to the fubfidy-treaty with that 
prince. Peter Portze had repeatedly demanded payment of 
Magnus ; and at length his importunity obliged the king to 
cede a certain caftle, by way of fecurity. Portze^ however^ 
knew that the caftle was not an equivalent for the money, 
and contrived a ftratagem fbr obtaining juftice. Under 
fome fpecious pretence which he devifed, the king made him 
a viiit, ai>d was entertained fumptuoufly ; but when he was 
preparing to go away, Portze reminded his majefty of the 
money due to him, demonftrating that the caftle he received ^^^ ^'*^* / 
in fecurity was by no means an equivalent, and giving him '^^ . 
to underftand, in a refolute tdne, that he expeSed full com- ^f^p^/g'* 
penfation' before he fufFered him to depart. As the king ^Yor\3Le» 
had but few attendants, all refiftance he found would be 
in vain; he paid the. money, fwore that he never would re- 
vejige the affront, and was fuffered to depart. It is related, 
to his honour, that he not only kept his oath, but embraced 
every opportunity of loading Portze with favours, faying. 
That he was a brave man, who could not but be fafthml to 
his king, as he dared to bejuft to himfelf, at the hazard of 
incurring his fovereign's refentment y. 

Soon after his coronation, Magnus married Hidwigy ^heking 
daughter of the duke of Hotjleiny a lady of extraordinary difobliges 
beauty. This marriage, and the countenance which his the people 
majefty gave to men of merit, drew great numbers of the h ^^^fi^g 
Holjiein nobility to court. They were raifed, by the queen's •/^'J'^^^''^ 
intereft, to high'pofts and preferments, which fbon raifed '^^'^ 
the jealoufy of the Swedtfl) nobility, particularly of the houfe ^^ ^* 
of FIociengeTy the old rivals of Birgerjferrs family. The 
difconteiited nobility remonftrated to the king, that he had 
broke his coronation-oath, which forbid him to prefer fo- 
reigners to pofts of truft and profit in the realm. Magnus 
anfwered, that to govern with glory to himfelf, and benefit 
to his people, prudence required he fhould promote men of 
honour and ability, of whatever country, who offered their 

^ - x 
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fervice?: As to the reft, he faid, that when native^ ihewed 
diemfelves equally deferving of his countenance as the fo« 
reigners he hadraifed; they iliould not fail of having the 
preference in his favour. Incenfed at this anfwer^ which 
reflected on their underftanding and ability, they leagued 
Jb htfuT' againft Magnus and the foreigners ; while WaUemar private- 
re^ion, ly fomented the quarrel, hoping td find an opportunity 
andfe've- amidft the civil war of regaining his crown. The Flocken* 
ralofthe gers V9txt at the head of this confederacy. Fortheexecu- 
kin^sfa- tion of their defign, they embraced the opportunity of the 
nfountes queen's going to Scar a j in Gothland^ to meet her father. In 
majfacred, jj^jg JQyj.|,cy flie was attended by Ingemar^ and other HoU 
Jieinersj the moft obnoxious to the Flockengers. On her ma* 
jefty's airival in Gotblandy the malecontents met Ingemar^ and 
demanded to know by what right he thruft himfelf into the 
chief offices of the realm, in contempt of the Swedijh nobi- 
lity. His reply was fpirited, but unfortunate ; for the 
Swedes immediately feized, and put him to death $ after 
which they maiTacred all the other Holfteiners^ except the 
duke, whom they imprifoned in Jernjburgb citadel. The 
queen fortunately made her efcape, and fecreted herfelf in 
a monaftery *. 

MA G NUS was fenfibly affliaed with the news of thefe 
violences offered to the queen and his favourites; but the 
power of his enemies within and without the kingdom 
made him diflemble, and try to efFe£t by policy what he 
o'T *- « apprehended would exceed his ability to execute by force, 
^f ^^i ^ {jg foothed, by the moft artful letters and expreffions^ the 
^* more refolutc and powerful among the difaffedled, and at 
lafl perfuaded them, that they had fully regained his ma- 
jefty's affe£lion : but fome time after, auembling the diet at 
Scara^ he accufed the Floc^engers of high trealbn ; and no perfon 
appearing in their behalf, or no arguments being urged in 
their defence, he ordered them to be feized, conveyed to 
Stockholm^ and beheaded all, befides Philip de Rundij who 
faved his life by a large fum of money. From that time 
the Fkckengers could never recover their ancient fplendor, 
and Magnus pofTefTed his crown in perfeft tranquillity. He 
entered into the ftrifleft alliance with Denmark^ uniting the 
two- royal families by fever al intermarriages. Juftice was 
diftributed with the utmoft precifion in every part of the 
kingdom ; a variety of falutary laws, for the relief and eafe 
of the fubjedl, were pafTed ; yet did Magnus govern with fo 
tight a rein, that it was believed he would have made thei 

« L«ccBN. lib. ui.p.9i« 
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i^rowli Sibfolute, and {ix,ftd it invariably in^his awn familis His death 
had not death interpo&d, and removed one of the greateu^ and cira- 
wifeft, and bcft of the Swidijh monarchs, who, from the ex- r^Ser. 
tellency of his laws, and equity of his government^ obtain* A. D.^ 
cd the furnanie of Ladijks. 1290* 

At the death of this great prince his fon Birger was Itut Birger 
eleven years of age 3 Az^r^ntfJ had therefore by his will z^^ a/cenis tbi 
pointed Torkel CnuUhn regent of the kingdom, and tutor to ^brone, j 
the young prince (r ). Cnutfon began his regency with fubr Torkel 
diiing fome provinces towards the frontiers of Sweden^ and Caatfoni 
arreiting the late king TValdetnar\ fons, from whom fomp regent. 
attempts to recover the crown were apprehended. He next 
fent a powerful army to Finlandj againft the Carefians^ who, 
jointly with the Ruffians^ had ravaged the frontiers of 
the kingdoni. After an obftinate war, the Carelians vftr^ 
conquered," their country made a province of Sweden^ and 
themfelves obliged to rt^ceive the lights of chriftianity. In 
order to check the RuffianSi the fortrefs oflVlbourg was built, 
and the city Hexbolm tai^en from that barbarous people. -x ^ 

The young king Birgihr being now, of age, he cele- "^* 
brated his marriage with the princefs of Denmark^ Who had ^P99* 
been contraSied to him in his father's iifiq|timei and had ever ^^^^l ' 
fince lived at the Swedijh court. At Eirger's accei5on to }^i^{lfl^/ 
the crown j he was moleiled ^y frefh incuriions made by the jj^j^^ ^ 
Ruffians ; to prevent which he built, at the p^rfuaiion 6f 1^13^^^ 
CnutfoHy the ftrong fortrefs of Landskr$on^ a fcheme well- 
defigned, tho* it never anfwered the intention. Sicknefs 
prevailing in the garrifon, it was attacked, taken, and le- 
velled to the ground by the Ruffians ^. 

Birger^ in fad, had biit the name of king^ every 
thing being done by die direction of Cnutfon^ who was ua- ' 
doubtedly one of the firft politicians of the age. This great 
minifter did not confine himfelf to warlike expeditions ; it 
Was no left neceflary, he faid, to render the people happy 
than powerful. For this purppfe he coUe(5ied the laws 
into a fmaller compafs, rendered them as perfpicuous ^Z /^m/ 
as concife^ and enforced them with the ftrideft 'itn- prohibit^ 
partiality and rigour. He pafled a law, which afterwards ingthe 
was called king Birger*s law, prohibiting the fale of flaves,y^^ o/fri* 
faying, ^^ That it was unjuft chrilHans ihould fell each^^^^^* 

* XiOCCEN. p. 95. 

(F) Seiides . Birger, king Magnus left two other fons^ 
Brie and Waldemar. Fid. Loccen, lib. iii. /•90. 

Mod, Hist. Vol. XXXIII. • f €« other, 
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** other, when Chriji had made them all free, at the price 
« of his blood." 

It was about the year 1302 that Birger and his queen 
were folcmnly crowlned, upon which Cnutfon refignfcd all 
his offices, but had them reftored to him by the king, with 
additional power. Prince Waldemar had married the prin- 
cefs of Norway y with a view of being powerfully fupported 
againft the king; his brother, fioth he and Eric complained 
of Cnutforiy as if he had fliewn a partiality for the king's in- 
tereft, ahhough he was the common guardian of all the 
children ; but the true reafon of Waldemar's refentment 
that Birger had declared his fon Magnus^ then but 



was. 



three years of age, his fuccefTor in the throne. For thefe, 
and other reafons, they chofe another guardian, ar>d de- 
manded their patrimonies, which they put into the hands 
of Ambior^ great bailiff of Sweden^. 

On the other hand, the king was diflatisfied with the con- 
du6J: of his brothers, and fufpicious of their po^er and fide^ 
lity. In thefe fentiments he was confirmed by his queen> 
an anAitious woman, and by Cnutfon^ who highly refented 
the affront put upon him by the prmces, in chufing another 
guardian. The king of Denmark likewife, for reafons of 
ftale and of private pique, helped to light up the fire of con- 
tention. In the end, the very fame caufes which had 
thrown Sweden in confufion in Wialdemar^s reign, difturbed 
the reign of his nephew Birger. Puffendor/silledgtSy that 
Cnutfon had perfuaded the king to load his fubjedts with 
very opprcffive taxes, in order to maintain a brilliant and 
magnificent court ; yet nothing can be more inconfiftent 
with thecharaSer of this minifter, than any meafure which 
could prove burdenfome to the people ""• According to the 
fame author, it was Cnutfon that perfuaded^ him to feize on 
the revenues of the duchies appropriated by his father's 
will, for the portions of the younger children, which money 
he applied for the fpace of fix years to his own ufe. He 
committed other viflences, particularly the feizing upon 
certain lands deilined for the maintenance of the poor, un- 
juftly charged upon his minifler. Another arbitrary af^ion 
of the king^s is exprefsly faid to have been committed at 
Cnutfon* s boufe, who invited his majefty and the two dukes, 
his brothers, to an entertainhient. As the guefts were pre- 
paring to go away, the king jcalled his brothers to him, arid 
telling them, that he had advice of their intention to quit 
the kmgdom, he deiired to know the caufes of their pro- 



^ Idem. ibid. 
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tendings 5 adding, that if they would dear thetttfclves of the They.are 
fufpicions he harboured of their fidelity, they mutt fign z forced to 
writing which he produced. Such a propofition, fo unex- fnakecon^ 
pefted, could not but alarm the dukes. Jf they refufed, ^^^-^'^ 
they forefaw that the confequcnce would at leaft be irhpri- ^"K^^^Z* 
fanment \ they figned therefore the paper without hefxtation, 
promifing by this aft, never to withdraw out of the^king- 
dom, or approach the king's perfon, without leave ; to keep 
only fuch a retinue and houfhold as his majefty fhould pre- 
fer i be ; to attempt nothing, either openly or clandeftinely, 
'againft his perfon and government ; and to pay an implicit 
obedience to his will, and fidelity to himfelf, his queen, and 
his children. 

Having finiflied this affair to his fatisfaflion, hercturned Theking 
.to Wiejingoey pleafing himfelf with the notion of having »S"''^*"'^ ^ 
executed a very extraordinary ftroke of policy^ His joy, ^^^*^''^ 
however, was but of (hort duration. Suspicion again '^y—^l,^ ?C 
ing hold of his mind, he fummoncd the dukes his brothers ^^^^^"«'"*^ 
"to appear before him. Duke Eric alone obeyed the order, T f. 
and was accufed of carrying contraband merchandife out 
of the kingdom, of travelling in a hoftile manner with arms, 
and of committing feveraF violences againft the peafants ; 
to which the king added, that one of Eric\ domeftics had 
ftruck his porter, becaufe he had not opened the door im- 
mediately on his, knocking ; and that both the dukes main- 
tained courts fo brilliant as could not but give umbrage **. 

All £r/Vs endeavours to vindicate himfelf availed no- W^ /<wd 
thing. The king indeed for that time difmifled him, but brothers 
he watched every opportunity of feizing the two brothers. ^^^^ ^^- 
Th^y had advice of his defigns, and faved themfelyes In/^g^'^ 
Denmarky vvhere they implored king EHc to ufe his in- ^^^r 
fluence in procuring them the [Peaceable poffefSon of their '^*'*'* 
apenages. Immediately on their departure, their eftates 
were confifcated, and Birger had an interview on the 
frontiers with th6 Danijh monarch, whom he found means 
to engage wholly in his intereft. This obliged the dukes to 
quit i)€nmarky and feekfhelter \n Norway ^ where they were 
favourably received^ treated with great hofpi tali ty, and pro* 
mifed all the afliftance in king Hacquin^s power. Two 
cities, Nydeburgh and Kundel^ with all their dependencies, 
were afligned them for their fupport. From hence they 
made excurfions into Gothland^ which they ravaged with- 
out mercy, laid in aflies the city Ladefay and built the for-, 
trefs called Dakburghy for their fccurity, in which they con- 

/ ** PuFFEND.. p. !2j. Goth, lib, ii* 
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fined a number of Swedijb gentlemen thej hzfi taken pri^- 
foners. 
Eric ifg' To put a ftop to thefe diforders, Birger fent an army to 
feats ibi Gothland ; but his troops were furprifcd and defeated by Eric, 
^f^'i He next took the ifield in perfon, with a powerful army (G), 
army. and the* duke received in the mean time a flrong reinforce- 
ment from ^^ru'^. Both princes were in full march to 
n^y come come to a decifive a£lion, when certain fenators, offering 
to ajt ac' ^^{f mediation, terminated their differences, and prevailed 
commoda* ^^ ^^ \i\x\% to rcftore his brothers into favour. 
uqu. j^^ fooner were the princes reconciled than they came to 

an explanation concerning the caufe of their quarrel; and all 
^^^"on agreeing that Cnulfon had a£ted the part of an incendiary, 
-r ^ {^' ^^^ ^'^ minifkr was difmifled from his employments, and 
^theenrdt ^"^V^^^^^^^* Soon after he was charged with feveral high 
of the crimes and mifdemeanors of which he had never been guilty, 
princes. ^"^» ^^ confequence, beheaded publickly at Stockholm^ to the 
great grief of the people, and joy of the two dukes, ibme of 
the nobility, and all the clergy, whofe overweening info- 
lence and oppreffive privileges he had boldly curbed and re- 
trenched. Duke Waldemar repudiated his daughter ChriJH^ 
na^ whom he had married : fuch was the recompence thefe 
three ungrateful princes beflowed on their mofl faithful and 
able guardian and minifler '. 

But the innocent blood of the honefl Cnutfon did not ce- 
ment their union ; on the contrary, their jealouftes daily 
encreafed, and they now, when too late, perceived that 
Cnutfon had aSed an upright and prudent part; th^t he had 
prevented their coming to extremities, and ihewed an equal 
affe£lion for them ail. The king endeavoured to keep 
the princes in abfolute fubjedlion ; while they, on the other 
hand, afpired at his crown. They privately ailembled a 
Birger number of their friends, furprifed Birger in his palace, made 
furprifed^, him prifoner, and obliged him to refign the crown in favour 
ank taken ofduke£r/V, and deliver \x^ Stockholm, However, the citi- 
prifoner by «ens looked upon this as a violence, and refufed to obey 
bis brx the king's orders ; upon which the dukes began a regular 
thers, ficge, while a part of their army over-ran feveral provinces 
of the kingdom s. 

^ LocczN. lib. ill. p. 99. t Idem. ibid. 

(G) Puffendorf mention$ on- thor, or, more probably, of the 
ly two thoufandy which muft printer. TifmA.f.izi. 
either be a blonder of the au- 
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The king, queen, and tbe.rojrsd famity, were impri-- T'i^^ i/w^ 
foned, except Magnus^ the eldeft, who efcaped out of his of Den- 
uneie's hands, and took refuge xtiDenmark. Touched with tanktakis 
compaifion at the iniferable condition of his brother-in*law,/f^/'^^>^ 
the king of Denmark raifed a powerful army to reftore £ir* ^*'"S*^ 
gir. Upon his entering Sweden^ the dukes advanced with a ^ f*^^^ 
good countenance and well^difcipltned army, to give him ^^^"* 
battle, which the Dane chofe to decline, thinking it more a ^ 
prudent to have recourfe to treaty. During the negotiation * ^* 
the dukes were taking the moft vigorous meafures to reduce ^^^* 
the reft of the kingdom, to attach the people to their inte- 
reft, and to engage Hacquin of Norway to declare war 
agatnft Denmark \ but his Danijb majefty counteracted* their 
intrigues at the court of Norway^ and not only prevailed on 
that monarch to decline, the proffered alliance with the 
dukes, but to refufe his daughter to £r/V, who (ought her 
in marriage, except upon fuQh conditions as could not be 
complied with (H). 

This year duke Waldemar^ with a body oi German horfe, A. D^^ 
madaan incuriion into Sch$?ienr but was obliged to retire at 1307, 
the approach of winter. His troops were quartered in ff^^ 
Gothland^ and behaved fo infolently tq the peafants, that an Infurrec" 
infurre£lion ehfued, and feveral of the Qerman foldiers were *ion in 
maflacred. To revenge the death of their comrades, the re- Goth* 
maining Germans fell upon the peafants, and made great ^^^< 
ilaugbter of them^ Thefe .misfortunes were encreafed by a 
iudden incurfion of the Danes^ when happily a treaty was fet 
on foot by the more moderate on both hdes. It proved; 
however, little more than a preliminary, whereby Birget 
and hi^ family were fet at liberty, and the final decifion of 
the quarrel referred to a congrefs appointed at Marckery in 
Smaland. 

In confequence of the treaty concluded on this occafion, B^^'ger u 
Birger was reftored to a part of his dominions, and the ''C^*^^^ '• 
dukes received an oath of fidelity, not as kings, but fove- f^^'^ 
reigns, of the remainder. The firft ufe Birger made of his / •' 
liberty was,to attempt the recovery of his crown and king- ^^^^^' 
dom* Faffing over to Dinmark^ he met with a hearty re- Birger re- 
ception from his brother, and received afTurancesof ^^tx* fol'ves to 
ful fuccours. At the fame time a difpute arofe between recover the 
Hacquin of Norway znd duke Eric^ which greatly forwarded rej} cfhis 
Birger'^s affairs. The king of Denmark feized this oppor- dominion^ 

(H) The />/z/r/}^ writers, how- on Zeland, and carried off con- 
ever, allcdge, that Hacquin c- fiderable booty. Meurf, lib iv. 
quipped a fleet, made a defcent Pontan^ ft Granpna^^fub reg, 
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tunity to jftvfm^e.Hacquin wholly to break with the duke, 
and marry his daughter Ingibur^ba to Alagnus^ Birger's fan; 
In a word, Hacquin agreed to bcftow his daughter, with fijC 
thoufand marks in filver, on Magnus^ appointing him be- 
fides bis fucceifor to the crown of- Norway ^ provided he died 
without male iffue. At the fame time a peace was con- 
cluded between the kings of Denmark and Nonuaj ; upon 
which Eric of Denmark aiTemblcd a powerful army, com- 
pofed of Danes and. Germans', to affift Birger, who joined 
him with a body of Swedes. The dukes advanced againft 
the two monarchs ; but not caring to hazard a battle, they 
contented themfelves with blocking up the roads, and 
cutting ofF their convoys of forage and provlfions. All their 
endeavours could not prevent Jenekoping from falling into the 
hands of the royal army, which immediately afterwards pe- 
netrated, through vaftforefts, to JE<7/? Gtf/AiiW; which the 
dukes were forced to evacuate, Eric retiring to Calmar^ 
and fValdemar to Siockholnij to cover the province of L^* 
land^, 
Birger During thefe tranfadions, the king of Norway wzs lay- 

Sejjeges ing fiege to Kongel^ and the two kings^ Birger and Eric^ af- 
Nice- (er over- running the country, had fat down before Nicoping. 
^a"^'i / '^^^ garrifon made a vigoro^us rcfiftance, and the kings were 
tbenobth^ obftinate in their refolution to carry the place. At laft the 
^^' J nobility reprefented the imprudence of negle<9ing greater 
E k:^* advantages they might gam in the time fpent before this 
town ; the little benefit that would accrue from the con- 
queft, the difficulties of the undertaking, the fcarcity of 
provifion in the camp, and the iII*humour of the army on 
account of the approaching fevere feafon : but all their re-^ 
monftrances could not oblige the princes to alter their refo* 
lution ; upon which the Danijh nobility took the (hameful 
refolution of abandoning their king, and returning to Den-^ 
mark J leaving him to try his fortune as he could ^ and fight 
his own battles ; a defertion that vrould have greatly endan- 
gered his perfon, had not the duke of MeckUnburgh remained ' 
firm with the cavalry. 

The duke had in the mean time retaken Jenekcping^ and 
gained fome other advantages ; however, he chofe to try 
what a negotiation might produce in the prefent circum- 
fiances of the allied monarchs. With this view he de- 
mai^jded a conference with the king of Denmarky and offered 
to end all difputes fincerely and amicably with Birger* He 
moreover exhorted his Danijh majefty to ufe his influeiice 

• 

^ StiAK, lib. iii, PtJFrENp, p. \zz. 
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with Birgifj to pay more refped to the treaties he con-( 

eluded, as bt might be afli^red he could never profit any 
thing by ufing force. In confequence of this requeft an in* 
tervjew was held at Heljinbourgy and a peace concluded be- Peace coff 
tween the du]pes and Birgevy otl much the fame conditions eluded. 
as the former; a partition being'made of the kingdom, but A. D. 
with this addition, that the duices ihould do homage to 1310. 
Birger^ as vaflals of his crown ^ 

The reconciliation of the brothers proved no left deftruc- A. D, 
five to the people than the war which enfued from their en- 13 1 7. 
inity. They now rivalled each other in pomp, 'fplendoury 
aad magnificence. Each held his court, and ftrove to ren- 
der it the moft brilliant. Such an expence required extrar 
ordinary funds ; the people were loaded with taxes which they 
could no longer fupport. In Smaland a rebellion appeared, 
headed by one- Bagge ; and another, of a more dangerous 
nature, foon after in Gothland^ which obliged the king to 
quit the province, upon having feveral of his attendants mur- 
dered. Both thefe infurredions, however, were quelled 
by the aiTaffination of Bagge^ and his majefty'* promife to 
lower the taxes "*. 

As the kingdom had now enjoyed profound tranquillity 
for the fpace of feven years, the dukes had reafon to per- 
fuade themfelves, that the king their brother's reconciliatioa 
was perfe£tly iincere ; but they little penetrated the true fenti- 
ments of Birger. fP^aldemar^ in his way to Calmary made him a 
vifit ztNUopifigy znd was received with all the appearances of 
the utmoft cordiality and aiFe<^ion. Such profeilions of re>- 
gard were made by Birger as entirely deceived the duke ; whp 
was fo much convinced of his fincerity, that he requefted 
duke Eric to come to Nicoping, in order to put the laft hand 
to their reconciliation fo happily eiFe6led. Notwithftanding 
he flill fufpe£led Birger, yet he yielded to the arguments and 
intreaties oi Waldemar*y but was no fooner arrived at Nico- g. 
pingy then he received fome hints of the king's defign, and p^^%y. f, 
would have immediately put back, had not 0^/flfewtfr ufedy'/^ 'Jr'^ 
the moft preffing inftanccs to the contrary. At night Bir- ^^^^^ 
ger\ perfidy broke out ; for after treating them with magni- tbronus 
ficence, and loading them with favours and civilities, he or- /^^^ i^a 
dared his people to break in to their appartments while they dungeon, 
were afleep, to feize and confine them : thus retaliating on 'where one 
them the fame bafe aftion by which he came into their perijhed 
power fome years before; Eric endeavoured to defend him- ^ his 
felf, but was over-powered, after being firft covered with rounds, 

and the 
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Wj9unds. Birder was prefent at this cruel Icene ; and having 
iatiateid his revenge with the mo{^ cutting taunts and oppro- 
bious language, ordered them to be ftripped half-naked, and 
tied neck ahd heeli with iron chains. They were thcij 
thr6wn into a dungeon ; and the king fet out, with inten- 
tion, to furprize Stockholm, In this he was ' difappointed^ 
the garrifon hiade a briik Tally, defeated him, and fent a body 
of forces to lay fiegc to Nicopin^y where the princes were 
confined j but before it was taken, both died, Eric of his 
vroundSf znd fFaldemar of hunger; the former fbree, and 
fhe latter eleven days after his iniprifonment •• 

MATHEW KETTLEMUNSON, whodireaed 
the fiege, ordered, as foon ^s he got poiTefiion of the place, 
their bodies to be expofed to the people, to fiir them up the 
more agaifift Birger^ whofe unnatural cruelty made him 
how the deteftatioii of mankind, and induce them to fup? 
port the children of duke Eric, Birger^ on the other hand, 
recalled his Ton Magnus from Denmark^ obtained a body of 
auxiliaries from king £r/V, and was taking vigorous fteps 
For maintaining his rights, recovered at the expence of the 
blacked perfidy and cruelty. Neverthelefs he was defeated 
by Kettlemunfon^ and forced to retire to EaJ} Goiblandy which 
country he found all in arms againfl him ; but thefe tumulr 
tuous pea&nts he foon defeated and difperfed. Proud of his 
iuccefs, he put his troops in quarters, iihagining the enemy 
would not again prefume to make head againft him ; but 'he 
was deceived, Canute Porizi and KeUlemunfon fi{ il defeated, 
and then kept his fon Magnus beiieged in Steckenburghy till he 
was obliged to furrender for want of provifion. With the 
prince were made prifoners feveral noblemen and officers of 
the court, who had been the greateft fomenters of the divir 
fions between Birger and the dukes **. 

Immepiately upon this fuccefs Kettlemunfin was de- 
clared prbtefior of the kingdom, and impowered to carry on 
the war againft the king. His firft ftep was to fettle the afr 
fairs of the nation, and eftabliQi peace in thofe provinces 
which for a feries pf years had fcarce tafted the ble^ngs 
of repofe. Then he entered Schonen with a (Iroflg 
body of forces, and laid all wafte before him, without pity 
or remorfe, carrying- off crouds of prifoners, and among 
them perforis of the higheft diftinftion in the province. The 

Eretext for this invafion, was the affiftance lent to Birger by 
is Danijh majefty, who had been the chief inftrument of thf; 
late maflacre of the Gothland pczfiints. 
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. . The lAvafion of Schonen produced a peace between the Vwp Peace cdn- 
nations, both obliging theoifelves tolive upon terms of friend- <^tidedf 
(hip for three years ; but the death of his Danifi m^efty 
prevented its taking cffeEt- The Swedes began with an in* 
fradion of one material article of the treaty ; namely, the 
free pardon ftipulated for Magnus and his adherents taken in 
Steckenburgh^ They fyfk put Brtmeme to death, and fome other 
noblemen, ordering their bodies to be expofed to the popu« 
Jace of Stockholm, Then the prote^or made preparations 
fgr attacking Birger^ who had retired to the ifie of Gothland i 
but the-king prevented him, by retreating to Denmark ; where 
he was but coldly i-eceived by the then reigning prince 
(irjfhph^r. " 

On Birgir\ recefs, Kettlemunfon convoked a diet at Vpfal A. D« 
for the election of a king. He had fo managed affairs, that 1 31 o» 
the crown was affigned to Magnus^ Ton of duke Erlcy then ^fagQ|}s 
a child of three years old ; who foon after fuccecded likewife Smeek. 
to the crown of Norwayy by Ha(quin\ will. 

NsxT. year a diet was held at Stockholm^ to deliberate on Birger^ 
the manner they (bould tttzt Magnus^ the (on of £/r^^, zx fan puff 
that time kept in clofe confinement. The father was now death, 
(o odious to the people, that they refolved to punifh his crimes A. D, 
in the perfon of his fon ; notwithftanding the capitulation 1320^ 
of Steckeuhurgh exprefsly declared, that his life fhould not 
be touched. A few years before he had been declared fuc- 
ceflbr to the throne ; yet now, without any. fault of his own, 
he was, by a fad reverfe of fortune, condemned to die by 
the very fame diet \ z fentence that was executed without 
icfpite P. 

The Swedes flattered themfelves, they had at laft got a 
prince, to their wifl^ in Magnus^ the fon of Eric ; but they 
foon perceived, that he was weak,* eiFeqiinate, and open to 
flattery, whence was laid the foundation of all thofe misfor- 
tunes that befel the kingdom, and afflided the Swedes for 
the fpace of two hundred years after. Neverthelefe, the A. D 
king(|oai enjoyed perfei^ tranquillity for the fpace of /o-?-** 
twenty-^ight years after his acceffion. Kettlemurifon^ the re» Kettle-* 
gpnt during the king's minority, fomented fo artful! v the mnnibn^j 
troubles in Denmark^ as to enlarge the limits of Sweden by polity. 
the addition of fome valuable provinces. Schonen took an 
oath of allegiance to king Magnusj who promifed to defend 
the nobility, clergy, and people, in the full exertion of all 
^hpir libcrtijBS. 

f LoccEN. lib. iii. 

About 



I 

i 



74 The H^ory of Sweden; 

A. D. A>6ouT the year 1336, Magnus was tnarriej to Blanch^^ 
1 336. daughter of the duke of Namttre \ and KettUmtrnfin dying, ke 
King took into his own hands the reigns of government. Ths 
Magnus change became immediately fenfible to the people. Befoiet 
fakes upon (headminiftra^ion was fteady, wife, and politic; now every 
bim the ihing was a<5iuated by caprice, and diftated by^wild young 
udmini' favourites, while the counfels of the aged and experienced 
firattan* ^^^.^ difregarded. By his hot-headed youthful counfeUorsJit 
was, that Magnus was perfuaded to attempt the conqueft of 
Denmark^ not contented with Schonen^ and the other pro^ 
vinces, obtained without fheding a drop of blood. 
A. D. To give feme colour of jufticc to his ambitious defigns, 
13^8. he fent an ambaiTy to Rome^ to favour a confirmation of the 
H^ de- pofTeiSon oiSchonen ; intimating at the fame time, that Den^ 
tnands the mark being a fief of the holy fee, the pope had a power to 
inueftititjre difpofe of it to whom he pleafed. It was moreover iniinu^ 
c/*Dcn- ated, that Denmark having for fome years refufed to pay th« 
^^^^/f^'" ufual tribute to his holinefs, now was the time for recover- 
bishohnefs jng.St. Peterh rights, by granting this kingdom to his Swe- 
dijh majefty, who would receive it on thofe conditions, 
and pay whatever tribute fhould be required. But this am* 
bafTy met with no fuccefs, his holinefs declaring, that he 
would neither confirm Magnus in the poiTeffion of Schanen^ 
nor grant him the invefliture of Denmark^ without hearing 
both parties concerned. Indeed all the politics of the 
Swed'ijh king were fapped by the fuperior abilities of Walde* 
mar^ then king of Denmark ; yet he obtained from that prince 
what he never would have granted, but for the diitra£led 
, condition o^ his kingdom. ff^aUemaf dgned an ad, where- 
reace er by j^g ceded to Sweden the provinces of Schonen and Bltkingj 
/ . with the ifles of Lyjier and Haen. He alfo ceded, for the fum 
doms, ®^ 80QO marks of filver, the province of Halland^ and this 
A. D. ^'■^^ty was folemnly ratified and fworn to by both parties; 
' 1 \ao. On his part Magnus promifed all fanner of affiftance to the 
Danijh monarch againft his enemies, and the privilege to 
his fubje£ts of trading to all^ his ports in Sweden and 
Norway ?♦ 
A.D. For twelve years after the death of his guardian Ket'^ 
1 348. tlemunfon^ the king of SwedenYivtd in peace with all his neigh- 
Magnus hours, and a6ied in a great meafure agreeable to the plaa 
undertakes laid do^n by that abfe minifter ; but now the whim of fig- 
4in expedi- nalizing his valour unhappily fcized him, and he meditated 
tion a- ^ri expedition againft the Ruffians, , To fupport the expences 

fatnfl the ^f ^\^ y^^y unneceffary war, he was conftrained to opprefs 
^ui i iaps. 

p Meurs. lib. 1. p. 2. 

his 
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bis AiljeSs with heavy taxes ; to render theip rhtferable, t<» 
fliew that they were powerful. A great body of German ca- 
valry was levied, under the conduct of Henry carl of Hoi" 
fiein. As foon as the neceflary preparations were made, 
Magnus begun his march, and took the caille of Noteburgh^ 
with the whole furrounding country : but thcfe fucceircs 
were checked in the very bud; Magnus agreed to a truce for 
two months ; the enemy, in the mean tinie,airembled, fell un- 
€ixpededly on the Swedes y znA forced them to retire with 
(hameful precipitation. Then Noieburgh was attacked, and 
the king's garnfon put to the fword ; and all Finland would 
have felt the refentment of thofe barbarians, had not Mag" 
nus appeafed the Ruj/iansy by yielding up part of Carelia ^. 

This unfortunate expedition involved Sweden in many dif- MagHTj 
ficuhies. If Magnus was forced to increafe the taxe?, in or- lays hea^ 
der to carry on the war, it became no lefs neceflary to lay taxes m 
new iropofitions, to enable the king to pay the debts con- ^^Vyi^ 
traded by this feeble endeavour to prove his valour, ^nd tn»j^^^* 
large the boundaries of his kingdom. Befides, fome of the 
crown-lands were mortgaged, and among others the city of 
Calmar^ which was pledged to the carl oi Hol/lein for a fum 
of njoriey. Nor was thi^ all, the pope's revenues had 
been expended on this romantic expedition ; and now the 
king, unable to reimburfe his holinefs,^ fell under his cen-^ 
fure, and was excommunicated. The people, at the fame 
time, began heartily tp defpife and hate their king, for the 
mixture of weaknefs and tyranny they perceived in his dif- 
po&ion. They faw him laviih the public money on a young 
wortWefs favourite, whom he had created duke of Hallard^ 
while the queen was beftowing favours upon him of a dif- 
ferent nature, which equally difgraced herfelf and the 
king^ 

At length the fenate refolved to terminate the grievances The/enate 
of the peopie. They advifed MagnUs to refign the crowns ad^i/es 
he was unable to fupport, to his children, that of Swedetj to Magnus/^ 
his eldeft fan Ericy and pf Norway to .his fecond fon Hacquin, refign the 
Pontanus indeed alledges, • that the crown of Norway was cro^wn. 
ceded in 1334'. On the king's refufal to comply with the 
intreaties of the fenate, the nobility revolted, and placed 
the crown on ^r/V'3 head. 

MAGNUS retiring to Schonen^ demanded fuccours from Ma?nu» 
WMemar 5 but the Dmujh monarch gave him to underftarid, retires f^ 
that the full reftitution of Schonen^ and all the other pro- Schonen, 

nvhich he 

^ PuFFEND. ubi fupra. ' Lo^c^n. lib. iii. p. 104. furrenders^ 

iPoHT. tiiil. lib, viii. > /o Waide, 

mar. 
vjinces 
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vinces Wrefted from Denmark^ muftbethe ncctffiarycondw 
tion of his aid. SoAie time after he confented to a negotia* 
tion, as 'Well to eftabliih peace between Magnui and his fub- 
je<Sts, as between Sweden and Denmark \ however, the dif-. 
Acuities about Schonen rendered all endeavours fruitlefs. 
Ci'vilivar In the mean time Magnus and his fon, each fupported 
yjtr Sweden by a powerful faction, waged cruel war. Eric^ in the firft 
place, defeated, took, and put to death, the duke of //^/Az^^:/, 
his father's fa\^ourite, and the great obje6i of the people's 
hatred. This adton gained him the afFe(5lion of the Swedes^ 
as the condud of ^^^f», alienated them daily more and 
more from the attachment they owed him. At length the 
duke of Mecklenburgh and earl of Hol/iein offered their medi- 
ation, by which, after much altercation, affairs were accom- 
Treaty "lod ated . A treaty was concl uded , whereby Magnus reHgn* 
tonduded^ ed a part of his dominions to his fon Eric^ and (bared with 
and the him the title of king of Sweden. He referved to himfelf 
kingdom Upland^ Gothland^ Wermland^ Daleearlia^ the northern parts 
di'vided of Hallandy Weft Gothland^ and the ifle of Oetand. Schonen^ 
bet'ween Smalond^ Finland^ and the fouth of Haliandy were given to 
v^p"* ^^^^' ^^S^^^ was likewife obliged to promife, that he 
attdrjiz. would furrender into Eric^$ hands, all the letters, papers, 
and titles, refpeding Schonen ; as it was not doubted but 
Waldemar would regaiti that province by any means in his 
power. 

This agreement did not prevent the nobility and people 

from ihewin^ extraordinary marks of regard for Ericy and 

of equal diflike to his father. Queen Blanshe was alarmed 

on bearing of £r/Vs intention to marry, and give her a rival 

queen, who would neceflarily diminifli the refped paid to 

her, as the only {bvereign princefs in the kingdom. To 

fecure her power, (he perfuaded Magnus to give Eric anin« 

vitation to his palace, under pretence of fome extraordinary 

The queen buftnefs he had to communicate to him. Eric came without 

^dmini' fufpicion, and had a cup of poifon adminiftered to him by 

JisrspQifin the hands of his unnatural mother^ whofe ambition had 

/(^Eric, fuppreiTed every dilate of humanity, honour, and maternal 

afFedlon. The young prince expired with thefe words, 

' *^ The fame perfon who gave me life, has now robbed me 

*' of it," about twenty days after drinking the poifon (A), 

(A) Pontanus, and almoft all queen Blanehis chara^ler than 

the Danijh writers, place this Loccenius and the hiftorians of 

event in. the year 1354. They her own nation. Pont, lib* yn&* 

are likewife more .tender of Meurf^Sh.v. 

MAGNUS 
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MAGNUS nosf regained pofleffion of all his doihi* Magnus 
nions, taking the moft folemnoatbs at his reftoration, that recovers* 
he would correct the errors of his former reign, and go- his domi- 
vern the ftate in the moft irreproachable manner* Far, nUus^ and 
however, from obferving his promifes, he fought every op- ^ters inf 
portunity of revenging htmfelf on the fenate, a^ thofe per- ^ ^kf^^ 
fens who had favoured Eric. With this view he entered .^^ 
into a clofe alliance with his Danijh majefty, carried his *^'' '^^■* 
queen and young fon //tf^f»/», king of ^<9rw^, tovifithim ^ * 
zt Copenhagen^ and engaged Hacquin in marriage with the 
princefs Margaret of Denmark^ then fevcn years of age. On Schonen 
this occafion it was, that he yielded up Schonen^ Blekingy and the 
and all the D^m^ provinces,^ which had ibr fome years been other Da- 
the caufe of contention between the two kingdoms '. The niih/ro- 
pretext for ceding them was, a maintenance for the prin- '^''^^J 
ccfs Margaret^ now betrothed to Hacquin j but the Danijh ^^^fj^ 
hiftorians alledge, that Magnus was mean enough to make ^ ^' 
over tweden to Waldemar^ provided he would maintain him 
in full potleffion for his life. Certain it is, that all the 
deeds and papers regarding Schonen were delivered to JValde^ 
mar J without laying the proceeding before either the fenate 
or the ftates $ who were extremely incenfed at a meafure fo 
pernicious and difgraceful to the kingdom (A). 

WALD EMAR no fooner found himfelf in poffeiEon a. D. 
of the proper documents, th.an he took the field with a power- j o^q. 
ful army, and marching to Schonen^ feized upon the whole 
country. To flop the clamours of his fubjeds, Magnus 
made a (hew of refiftance. He appeared at the head of a f*^ ^f^^* 
body of troops, but declined giving battle, under pretence ^'J^^J. ,*^ 
of the great fuperiority of the enemy ; a poor difguife, that Jj^J^q^ * 
ferved only to render him more odious and ridiculous. This 
fuggeftion received full confirmation from the treaty that 
was ftruck up between them immediately after, by which he 
ctAtA Schonen a fecond time in the ftrongeft manner, and 
promifed to regard fFaldemar henceforward as his brother; 

MAGNUS gave Waldemar to underftand, that he ^jj^^, 
Ihould be glad to fee hisfubjeds of the ifle oi Gothland^ who i^^r in- 
had refufed to p9y his oppreffive taxe?, puni(hed. IValdemar <uades the 
embraced the hint, and to oblige his ally, or. rather to ferve ifle of 
his own purpofes, made a fudden defcent on the ifland, kill- Gothland 

. ■ at the de" 
* Pont. ibid. Pi; i^ fend. ibid. * fire of 

Magnus. 

(A) i|ef^^ff»i obtained the fur- fpecious promifes of ^a/{/4r;Kun'*, 
name of Smeei on this occafion, Lofcen»f* 1 85. 
iroia his being duped by the 

cd 



y8 The Hijlory of Sweden. 

ed 1800 pcafants^. who ftood in their own defence, (eized 
IVt/by the capital of the iHand, and richeft city of the north, 
pillaged the inhabitants, and Ibaded his fleet with immenfe 
booty. But this iniquitous meafure ended unhappily For 
both princes. lValuimar*s fleet was fhipwreclced returning 
to Denmark^ his garrifon left in /^7/Jy maflacred by the inha- 
bitants, and Magnus thereby rendered ftill more odious to 
his people. 
A. D. Next year Waldemar m^iA^ a defcent on the ifland of Oe^ 
13^^* landy put five hundred peafants to the fword, ftormcd the 
Walde- fortrefs of BorJtholm, and pillaged the whole ifland, a violence 
mar filla- ^i^^^ highly delighted Magnus, as nothing gave him fo much 
\" a' fatisfadion as the ruin of that people over whorh God had 
land. placed him, for their fecurity and protection ". 

5-^^ , Tired out with oppreflion at home, and injuries and af- 

Swedes fronts from abroad, the Swedes had rccourfe tp Hacquin^ 
hanje re- king of Norway^ imploring him to have compaflion op their 
€our/e to fuiFerings, and refcufe them from abfolute unavoidable de- 
the king of ^x\x&Aon, Hacquin heard their prayer, anrefted Magnus,, 
Norway, and confined him in the citadel of Calmar, Upon this the 
nvboar- fenate took heart, and began to hope for a profperous turn 
reJtsM^g" 1^ ^hg affairs of the kingdom. They required of Hacquin^ 
***** that he would enter into ho alliances with his Damjh maj ^^y ; 

on the contrary, that he would conie to an open rupture 
with that prince ; and inflead of marrying his daughter, that 
he would make propofals to the earl of Hoi/lein*s fifter, the 
princefs Elizabeth^ and thereby ftrengthen his intereft iti 
Germany^ 

MAGNUS, then a prifoner, feigned to approve of 
thefe terms impofed on Hacquin, which were confirmed by 
the ftates, on condition that if he fhould refufe to ratify 
them, he fhould lofe his right over Calmar ; and if, on ihd 
mher hand, Magnus and Hacquin fhould be guilty of a breach 
of the conditions, the diet and fenate fhould be releafed 
from their allegiance to them, and impowered to chufe Henry 
of Holflein for their lawful fovereign. Deputies were there- 
fore fent to demand the princefs, and tney obtained her ; 
^ • , but the fhip in which Elizabeth failed was driven, by flrefs 
J.^^* ^I of weather, on the coaft of Denmark, where fhe was detain- 
J- ^ ed by the politic Waldemar. The duke oi Mecklenburg and 
fearl of Holjlein took arms to oblige hiqj. to releafe her ; but 
Waldemar*^ intrigues gained over' Hacquin, and perfuaded 
him to marry the princefs Margaret, in direft oppofition to 
the conditions he had lately Iwore to. The Swedijh hifio- 

^ MfiURs. fub reg, ibid. 

% nans 
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rufis alledge, th^t, to cut the way ftraittbthe crown of 
Sweden^ TValdemar no fooner faw his daughter married t6 
Hacquin^ than he had poifon adminiftered to Magnus and 
his queen Blanche ; a fad denied by good authority, and 
fupported only by ibme libels and defamatory papers handed 
about at the time. The queen died immediately, but Mag* 
nus recovered by the (kill of his phyfician (B). 

After this infradion of the treaty, the Swedes, inrc-* 
fentment of Haequin*s condu<^,' cleiSted Henry of Holjiein 
king ; but that political prince declined the honour intend- 
ed, and ftrongly recommended yduke Albert of Meckienbtergh^ 
fiephew to king Magnus, Albert likewife declined the offer, 
but propofed his fecond fon Albert ; who immediately iet 
out for Gothland<, where he was pi ocl aimed king, by a cer- 
tain number of the nobility, who had taken refuge there to 
avoid the effefts of Magnuses indignation. Thence Albert 
went to Stockholm, which he took with little trouble, on ac- 
count of a powerful party within the walls, that appeared 
in his favour. 

Having got poffeffion of the capital, all the nobility 
whooppofed the meafures of Magnus, were affembled to de- 
clare their reafons for throwing off their allegiance to him. 
It wis iio difficult matter to urge pretences for their difobe- 
dience ; the folly of Magnus had afforded but too many, 
flis defire. of rendering himfelf abfolute ; his repeated 
breach of promiies to the diet and fenate ; the ceflion of 
Schonen and the Danijh provinces ; his connivance at the 
plundering of the iflands of Oeland zrid Gothland $ and at the 
marriage of Hacquin and Margaret \ his exorbitant and op- 
preffive taxes ; and laftly, his attempt to exterminate the 
principal families among the nobility. After formally de- Ma»na» 
pofing Magnus according to all the forms of. juftice, they ^gp^j^ 
proclaimed Albert a fecond time, in the capital. Magnus, * . 

however, who was fupported by a' ftrong party, by the 
kings of Denmark and Norway, refolved not to ftand by their 
award. Collefling all his friends, he joined a body of 
J) ones and Norwegians, and. with bis fon Hacquin pene- 
trated to the province of Upland. Here he was met, de- 

(B) Jtis faid that Chriftopher, thority of Puffendorf, it is ccr- 
the only fon of Waldemar, died tain, that Henry was eledted 
on the fame occafion by poifon, only by the lords banifhed the 
which was given him by mif- kingrdom by Magnury and taking 

cake. fanfluary intheiileofGtf/i/aW. 

(C] Notwithftanding the au- Louen.p. 109. 

feated. 
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featcd^ arid taken prifoner, by JHert, bis {cm Ha^fA 
eicaping wounded out of tbe fieid^. 
A T> To profit by hia vidory, Jlb^lzid fiege to all tbe places 

* r ' ^^^^ ftood out for Magnus ; but the number of Danijh troops 
pAol^ con- *" ^^^ kingdom greatly obftruded his progrefs. This 
eluded obliged him, with the confent of the fenate^ to purchafe a 
«;i/iDen- pc^ce with Waldtmar^ at the expence of the ifle of GMland^ 
mark. ^^^ c^i^V ^^/) the fortrefs of HelJiHgburgbi great part of 

, Helfingiay with feveral other lahds and cities. He likewife 

Albert ^confented that his father and brothers fliotild enjoy and pof^ 

bur^ h '^' fefs the whole duchy of MickUnburgh^ the duchy .of Schwerin^ 

gbo^nkinz ^"^ principality of Roftevy independent of the crown of 

sfSwcdcn. ^^^^^» They promifed in retiurn to reftore Werburg^ not 

* to releafe Magnus^ or come to terms of peace with Hacqwn^ 

but on condition that thefe two princes ratified the treaty 

now concluded. 

A. D., A peace fo folemnly fworn to by all parties, ought to have 

1368. been folid ; but it was of fiiort duration, the promifes 

of princes being never longer obligatory than they find then^ 

^ke peace confiftent with their interefl-. Albert entered into a league 

lroAen,and offenfive and defenfive, with the c^d of Holfuin^ the Jutland 

tbenvar nobility, the dukes of Slejwick^ Mecklertburgh^ and the 

tefumed. Hans towns, againft the kings of Dtnmark and Horway. He 

then made an irruption into Schoneny and conquered that 

province, while his allies were bufied in fubduing Dinmark^ 

which king TKaldemar was forced to abandon* 

m. jy But he was lefs fuccefsful againft the king of Norwajy 

* ' who entered Sweden at the head of a numerous army, obliged 
^ " Albert to quit the field,^ and laid fiege to Stockholm. At Tail: 

both fides confented to an accommodation, whereby Magnus 

was fet at liberty, paying 12,000 marks for his ranfom, 

ceding the crown of Sweden^ with his pretenfion to the pro«^ 

vince of Schoneny to king Albert^ and accepting as an equi^^^ 

valent the provinces of Weft-Gothland^ and thofe of 

Wermland and Dali. Sixty gentlemen^ as pledges of his 

truth, obliged themfelves, in cafe Magnus broke his faith, to 

furrender themfelves prifoners to Albert at Stockholm. In ef-^ 

fort Magnus kept his word, lived the reft of his days ia 

Norufoyy and at laft periflied crofling a little ford near 

D T ^ Blonenfort. Thus died an unhappy monarch, themoftun- 

kin Ma^- fteady, weak, voluptuous, and arbitrary, that had ever wielded 

nit ^^^ Swedijh fceptre. 

« LOCCBN. lib. ill. PUFFEND. p. Ijl, PONTAM. lib. X. 

Mevrs. vit. Wald. i8. ^ 

Wearied 
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^ Wftaried'Of the repofe whiqh bad now blcflfed his teign A. D.^ 
for the ipace of five years, Albert took up arms to fupport his 1376. 
nephew the duke of Mecklenburgh^^ q\2\m to the . crown of 
Dmmark. At the death* of WaUmar^ the ftates of that Olaus 
kingdom h^d eleddd Olau$^ fon of Hac^yin and Mar- deaedking 
garet^ in prejudice of AJhirt\ right* A great fieet was ^-^a- 
^uipped on this occafion^ but it was fo roughly "trexted in a ^^^^^ 
fiorm, that the di4ce relin4|ui{hed his pretenfions. . 

A& foon a& king Jlbsri founi himfelf difengaged from this J^ 
war, he employed his attention in rendering himfelf abfo- * Ji3°5- 
lute. Profperity (welling 1^& hearty he began to defpife the ^"^^ ^^- 
Swides^ and, after the exapiple of his predeceflbr, entered ^^^^'^''^'- 
upon every meafure that could poffibly irritate and incenfe /^^' ^ 
them* Particularly he introduced numbers of foreigners ^/^^^yj^^^ 
into lucrative polls and employments, believing them the ofkisfub* 
iitteft tools to work his purpofes. 't'hefe he invefted in th^jeau 
governments^of fortreiTes^ and the liioft important trufts of 
' the ftate, preferring perfons of no merit or birth, to the firft . 
noUlity of the kingdom, for 00 other reafon than becaufe 
they were foreigners, and fubfervient to his will. He even 
went fo far as to introduce Germans into the fenate, in dire^ 
.violation of the exprefs laws of the realm, and the kingdom , 
was filled with foreign mercenaries, under various.pretence^, 
whofe infolence and avarice become quite infupportable to 
the people* Albert impofed new taxes for the maintenance 
of this ftanding army of mercenaries, and gratifying the 
rapacity of his needy favourites. At laft the country was fo 
drained of money, that it was impoffible for ' the people to * 
pay the taxes, or anfwer the demands of the prince, which 
fteHied to rife in proportion to their poverty. On this be af- 
fembled the ftates, and reprefented to them, that the reve« 
nuesr of the crown were infufficientto maintain the regal dig- 
nity ; that the people muft contribute ^ and the ftrideft am 
moft effe^lual method v/ould be to annex to the crown the 
thirds of the civil- and ecclefiaftical revenues of the kingdom. " 
The cliet bcfought him not to rob them of thofe pofleffions ne diet 
and rights bequeathed them by their ancefiors, or feek to ex- exprefs 
tend the power of the crown, beyond the limits affigned by their dif- 
law. They reprefented that the prefent revenues of his approha- 
crown, wer&>fufficLent to maintain it in the utmoft fplendor, thnofhU 
provided he retrenched his extraordinary liberality to fb- ^^^^^*^' 
feigners, and difcharged that mercenary army with which the ^ 
people were opprefied. By thefe means, they faid, he 
might live on the prefent rfevem^es with the fame magnifi* 
cence his predeceflbrs had done. 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXlIL G Albert 
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Albert #ff- AL B ERT^ difpleafed with this refufal, detenfiined to rife 

fers upon force ; accordingly he feized upon the thirds of ail. rents of 

njiolent the laity and clergy, a violence that fet the whole nation in 

mea/ures. ^ flame. The nobihty, too weak to rcfift him, went over u> 

' Vhe ^'- ^^^^^"^^9 ^^^ implored affiftance from queen Margaret^ « 

lityimtiore P'^^"^'^ *^^ "^^^^ "^' ^'^ em'ploy their difcontent to her owit 

- the affifi'- advantage (A). She promifed them the moft efFc&aal re- 

once of drefs of all their grievances, provided they fecured the crown 

queen of Sweden to her, in cafe (he happened to gain the advantage 

Margaret, oyer Albert. *' When, fays (he, I expofe my crowns df 

, *' Denmark and Norway^ to th^ iflue of a doubtful war, it 

^' is buti:eafonable Ifliouldiiave the profpefl of an addi'- 

<< tional crown." She not only infifted upon their promife 

of elediing her to the throne, but of making the crown 

permanent in her family ; a condition which, hard as it was^ 

the 5z(;^^^i were forced to accept, rather than endure ^t 

tyranny of >^/i^r/**. 1 ' 

She is €- In this manner it was, that Margaret was ele6ted queen df 

USedqueen Sweden, by thp mal-con tents. ^ Afiured of her refoiution and 

^Sweden ^j^j^ ^jj^y began to levy forces, and declare open war on the 

fythemal' j^j^g . however, as he was fupported by a firong party, and 

in pofiei&on of the chief fortrefles, they had numberlefs dift 

ficulties to encounter. The war indeed was but of fhort 

continuance, but it occafioned an infinity of calamities ami 

nlisfortunes to Sweden^ rent into fa£iions, moft inveterate 

in their animofity. Albert foon perceived that it would be 

impoflible to fupport his armies long, for want of money, 

the country being totally exhaufted ; he refolved, therefore, 

to come to a decifive a£tion with Margaret. He fent her 

notice, that he would give her battle on a qertain day, in a 

great plain near FaUtping, in Wejl-Gothland. This mefia^ 

was accompanied with fome coarfe and indecent raillery, 

which difgraced the charafter of a prince. In a word, fo 

certain was he of victory, that the intermediate days weie 

fpent in mirth and pleafantry, the king taking an oath that 

he -would not uncover his head till he had fubdued the 

arhazon qu^en. But all his hopes were foon fruftrated, the 

armies met> and Albert, after a very bloody battle, was de- 



contents. 



Albert is 
defeated 
sindmade 
prifoner. 



* Vit. Marg. p. 26, Des^. Roch. Hift. torn. iv. p. 26. 



(A) Some writers of good 
or^it alledge» that war was al- 
. ready declared between Albert 
and Margarett and that the 
former was theajgrciTor, by fup- 



porting the claim of Henry of 
Mecklenburghy in right of his 
wifeJngeburghaf the elder Mer 
of Margaret^ to the crown ^f 
Denmark. Mevrs. 1. v. pait a. 
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feated and made priibner, together with his Ibii, who had 
attended him during the campaign (B). 

WhatevBR misfortunes Sweden had fuftained before the JUague 
smprifonment oi Albert^ they were nothing, when compared infu'vour 
^o thofe £he was now about to fufFer. The prince^ of Meckr ^^ Albert* 
lenburgH the czrUol Holjieitij and the Han/itownS) united, 
in fupport of this unfortunate monarch $ and one of the 
moft bloody wars recorded in hifiory was kindled afrefh, 
Yhey^had Stockholm^ Catmar^ and the chief fortrefles, in their 
hands, whence they made excurfions which greatly har- 
raflSrd the queen's ^xn\y> They burnt Wtifteraas, Mnkoping^ 

^^jfi,.^^tfr, and other places, cutting in pieces feveral 
bodies of peafants, who aflembled in their own defence ^. 

Ok the other hand, the inhabitants of Stockholm fuffered ^hii mife-- 
all the miferies confequent on tyranny, fufpicion^ and a rahlefitui 
iiege. ^ While the queen's forces were battering the city ^^^^^ 9f 
without, the German garrifon within accufed them of par- Stock- 
tiality to MargareU and an inclination to furrender the city, ^®^*** 
for which they puniihed them with the utmoft feverity. 
Thefe infolent mafiers Teized and tmprifoned the magif- 
trates, put certain citizens to death, and plandered all 
without difiindtion. At length the citizens took arms, and ' > 

^ a civil war muft have broke out, to ^e ruin of both fides, 

.had not the governor of the citadel and fome modierate per- 

fons interpofed, prevailing on them to take a mutual oath 

that they would live in friendfhip. This accommodation 

^was but of Ihort duration. A little time after, the Germans 

. aiTembling in the night >t the town-houfe, the governor ^ ., 
icnt for the chief citizens, as upon bufinefs of importance. ^^J^^f^^^ 
.When they came, a lift was read over to them of fuch peN p -^ 
fons as were aecufed of high treafon, and correfpondence • r 
with the enemy. Thefe were inftantly feized, imprifoned, ^ ^* 
and put to the torture, of which feveral died through the 
extremity of pain '^i 

In the mean time, a large reinforcement of Germans zr^ 
rived in the port of Stockholm^ wHich rendered theim abfo- 
lutely matters of the capital. It was then given out that the 
criminals, put to the queftion, had made very important 
difcoveries. Under this pretext, they fpirited oiFthofe who 

« 

^ MeUILS. lib. V. PUFFEND. p. i^o. « LocCEi>^. lib. iv. 

(B) They were condofled afterwards to Calmar, where 

fitft to Baiusf a fortrefs on the jflbert remained prifoner for h^ 

confines of Noriv^ SLXid Goth- ven years. Locctn. W. iv. 
iandj thence to Laholmi and • «. 

G a had 
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had refifted the torture, enclofed them, bound hands and feet 

in a houfe, to which they fet fire. Nor did the fury of the 

Germans ftop here. The princes of Mecklenhurgh publiflied' 

a declaration at JVifmar and Rojlock^ granting the freedom of 

all their ports to ail who fliould cruife and commit piracies 

on the Danesy Norwegians, or Swedes, Inftantly the Baltic 

Was covered with pirates, who rendered themfelves equally 

formidable to friends and foes, were the fcourge of Sweden^ 

and pefts that could fcarcely be exterminated at the conclu- 

fion of the war •*. 

Margaret I^^ this ftate of anarchy and confufion did the affairs of 

unites the Sweden remain until .the year 1394, when the powers at 

three nor- War firft began to talk of an accommodation. A conference 

thern was held at HelfmburgV, but' without efFeft, on account of 

crBWHs. a fkirmifh between the Danes and Germansy in which 'a 

burgomaftcr of Stralfund was flain. Soon after, another 

A. D. congrefs was held. at Laholm^ at which were prefeht<juecn 

1394* Margaret y and John of Mecklenhurgh, At this interview they 

came to .an agreement about the relcafc of king Albert ^ his 

fons, and feveral of thfe nobility, on condition that AWert 

ihould in three years furrender all power and pretenfions to 

the city of Stockholm^ to Margaret \ ^nd that in cafe of any 

infradlion of the treal!y, he mould return prifoner to her. 

As fecurity for the performance, the Hanfi towns engaged to 

pay the fum of 60,000 filver marks, on Alhert\ breach df 

« faith. A fufpenfion of arms was likewife fettled, and a free 

commerce opened. Stockholm in the mean tiilie remained in 

the power of the Hanfe towns, and each fide was to retain 

their poffeflions in the ifle of Gothland. 

Albert /i • ALBERT no fooner obtained his liberty, than he 

/et at It- turned his thoughts to the recovery of his crown, chufing 

berty. rather to forfeit the 60,000 marks than refign his pretcnfions 

to a throne. With this view he went over to PruJJiay and 

A. D. formed an alliance with the knights who had retaken the 

1395. ^^^ ^^ Gothland from the pirates. This ifland was put in his 

hands, and here he left his fon Eric to keep his court, 

while he purfued his meafures for renewing the war. 

MA RG A RET had now attained the fummit of her 
ambition. She faw herfelf in poffeflion of three kingdoms, 
and the moft powerful potentate in Europe, Her wifdom 
and found policy gained her the cfieem and afFe<^ion of her 
fubjeds, whawere eager to fix the fucceffion, as the queen 
'bad no'ifiue, and could not be prevailed on to (bare her {ch 

^ Pont AN. lib. ix. Mod; Univ. Hift. vol*x;cxii. , 

vereignty 

3 
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vereignty^with a hufband (A). To gratify the ardent wtflies 
of her peopk^ in a manner that would not derogate from 
her own authority, Margaret introduced to couFt her grand 
nephew Henry ^ fon oi IVratiJlaus Vlt. and Mary of Mecilen-*' 
iurghj daughter to Henry of Meckknburghj and Ingeburgha, 
fifter of queen Margaret^ and daughter of Waldemar I. Eric eha» 
This prince, then an infant^ Ihe propofed for her fucceffor-j edking^ . 
and that the name of Henry might not found harlh in the. ^«^ Mar- 
ears of the people^ (he changed it to £r/V, a name which g*'*'^<'f»- 
many of the fovereigns of the three kingdoms had borne. It ^2* * 
was his youth that influenced Margaret to confent to his ^ ^' 
being proclaimed king, as ihe was to hold the reins of au- ^ ^* 
thority until he arrived at age. Some writers % however, 
affirm, that Eric was only appointed fucceilbr, while Puf» 
Jendorfzad Locceniuszrt equally pofitive, that he was imme-* 
diatei^^Ie£led fbvereign of the three kingdoms, and Marga^ 
ret appointed regent *. rr / 

MARGARET^ fenfiUc of the obligations fhe owed *^M> 
the Swidijh nation, was refolved not to feem ungrateful* 
She refumed all the crown^lands which jtlbeti had granted, 
to foreigners ; fhe degraded all the flrangers on whom he 
beftowed titles and preferments ; ihe rafed the fortrelles he 
had built as a curb to liberty ; in a word, fhe laboured, in 
conjunction with the fenate and diet, to req^edy the mif- 
. fortunes and grievances confequent on a dtffpotic reign anit 
bloody revolution. ' But while fhe was labouring thus foe 
the interefts of the Swedijh nation, fhe did not forget her 
own. Sfie perfuaded the diet to allow her, fof the fupport 
of her dignity, JFefl and Ea/f Gothland^ the provinces of 
Wermelandy ff^ejiermanlandj and Dalecarlia^ together with a ,. , 
power of dtfpofqig of the mines as fhe thought proper. She 
left no means iintritd to confirm the union of the threr , 



<^ Vektqt Revol. de Suede, p. 33. 

PUFFEND. p. 171. 



^ Laccztf. lib. iv. 



(A) This chara£ler. is not 
very agreeable to the portrait 
drawn of this great princefs by 
Loccenius and fome Danijh wn- 
ters» who accufe her of inconti- 
nence, tyranny, and oppreilion, 
of laying a polite on Sweden, 
giving large grants of lands to 
foreigners, and of other anions 
contrary to the laws of the con- 



ftitution. It M (aid, that the 
nobility remonfi^tiiiig to her on 
this head, and ihe«ving her the 
papers and charters QJF^ their pri- 
vileges, ftkt replied, thiu they 
might keep their charte^$ ,and 
papers, but ihe knew how to 
ufe the lands and fortrefTes* 
Loccen, lihp iv. 
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crowns, and rehder it as lafting as it was advantageous t^ 

each, while governed by an impartial and equal band *. 

Sheajm- Whek (he imagined ibe had fufficientijr gained the 

ties a diet principal perfons in the three kingdoms, flie called a 

at Ctl- diet at Calmar^'vf\i\i intention to frame a law that ihould in- 

>A*N feparably unite the crowns. On this occafion (he expa- 

*u^bere tiated with admirable eloquence on the neceffity and utility 

tho/earti' of the union; ufing among other arguments this pretext, 

CMS nuere ^^^ ^^ y^y^j jjj^^ being now extind in the three kingdoms, 

thT^b^^^ a fairer occafion could not offer for confolidating them into 

mined tb€^^^ ftiatc, and removing all caufes of contention and wars, 

name of wl^'ch muft ever fubfift while they semained divided. Her 

tJnioff, reafoning was fo plaufible, that in all appearance her defign 

would have fucceeded to her wiih, if theD^ff^i had not 

fliewn'an eagernefs to opprefs the Swedes and Norwegians^ 

relying much on Margarefs being a napve of their country, 

and the partiality ihe had occafionally (hewn towards them, 

Notwithuanding this obftrudion, Margaret gained her point 

A r\ fo far, ^at articles were figned by the ftates of the threo 

1 707 * kingdoms, promifing by oath, by letters and charters, to re* 

^^' ' main perpetually under the dominion of the feme fovereign $ 

but the formaly fundamental inftrument (he defigned, was 

for this time deferred. 

According to thefe articles, the right of eleding a 

king was placed in a congrefs confifting of forty m.embers 

out of each kingdom, t;/2. one archbifliop, two biihops, one 

bailiff, one marefchal, the chief magiftrate of every town, 

and two of the oldeft peafants of each.^urifdidion, in aU 

snaking 120 eledors (B). ^ 

Albert ^9*T long after the congrefs at Cabnarj Eric^ the ion of 

gi^es up '^l^^U died in the ifle of Gothland ; a circt^ftance that de- 

allpreten- termined his fkther to refign all thoughts bf recovering his 

'^fions ta the crown. He did not imagine it worth his while to encounter 

cmhun.of fo many difficuhies and dangers in purfuitof a dignity that 

Sweden, muft fall with his death. He therefore furrendered Stocks 

holm to Margarety all the pretenfions he formed to the crown 

of Sweden^ and pafled the remainder of his days in Meckkn* 

« 

^ Meurs. lib. V. ' PoNtAN. lib. ix, 

* 

(B) It is remarkable, that the one nation xi^pre than another \ 

^wdijh writers ihould differ yet we find that they do vary, 

from the Danifi^ even in this See our Hiftory ef Dcjunark. 
iparticular^ which concerns nO 
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Whsn Margaret perceired herfelf fixed in (he throite of Th 
S^ivedeHy (he began to ihew her partiality for Denmark^ making Swedes 
that kingdom her ufual r efidence* She is cbacged at the Mcufi 
iametime With arrogating to herfelf more power* and ad-« Margaret 
ing in a manner too arbitrary for the lawa. The Swedes al- rf^^anw^ 
ledge, that (he loaded them with taxes, which (he carried ' 

ever to Denmark^ enriching her native country, by impo* 
veri(hing that people' who had voluntarily offered her a 
crown* They remonftratedy but received only fair promifes 
in anfwer to all their complaints. It was obvious enough, 
from her conduct to the Sw£(k$y why. the Danes were fo 
eager for the union of Cabnar ; and the advice which (he is 
(aid to have imfiarted to the young king, could not fail of 
glienating the Swedijh nation from her. <^ Sweden^, faid (he* 
^' will furnifh you with food, Norway with raiment, but 
^^ you muft look upon Denmark as the country that 
** will ftand by you in all extremities^." 

About eight years after Margaret's acceffion to the three A, D. 
crowns, (he recovered the ifle of Gothland^ by a fudden de« I4<^4# 
feent ; but Wijby^ the capital, ftood an obflinate (lege, and M&rzzHt 
was relieved by the^ knights templars, who drove the Swe^* recovers 
des out of the ifland (C). Upon this, Margaret refolved to tJ^e iJU p/ 
compromife the difpute, perceiving the difficulty thatwoul4 Gotblaa4c 
'attend the redu&ion of that ifland. But the reader will 
find this whole trania^on fully related in our biftory of 
Denmark ^. 

According to Leccenius and Puffendoff^ the 3roung king 
Mric was declared of age in the .year 141O9 though Meurjius 
and Pontanus both agree in placing this event in 1406, 
when iie married the daughter of Henry IV. of England. 
The Stvedifif wakers fay, that Erie now took upon himfelf 
ihe admintftration of public aflPairs, leaving very little au* 
thority to the queen, as appears by his putting to death her 
tninion and prime favourite, .^i^a^tfm Br6derfon\ yet all Marga- , 
the JD^/^ writers agree, that, to the day of her death, Mar^- x^Vsdeati*^ 
garet retained her authority in full force, in proof of which 
they relate a thou(and innances, as the reader will perceive 
by confulting the reign of this princefs in our account of 
Denmark ^ We have already expati^it^d on the tranla^ons 

sLoccBN, lib. iv, PuFFBND.p. I77f ^Id^ibid. ^VoLxxxii* 

(C) Pontunus and Meurjius money that was paid to the em- 
place this event in the year peror Wincefiaus^ oq the furr^n- 
1398. It 18 probable, there- der of ^/Jy in 1404. Fontein. 
fore« that our author intends the /r^. ix« M^urf. //^. v. 

G4 
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of MttrgariiS reign, fo that it would be unneceiikry to a4d 
more ip this place, than that flie began to fink in the efteem 
of the people before ihe paid the tribute to nature, which 
preferyed ber reputation wjth fb much lufire to pofieri^. 
Had ihe lived' longer it is probable another ^revdadon would 
have been the confequen<ie of her rigorous treatment of the 
Swedes and Norwegians^ and that prejudice fke always ^iewi« 
Ad in favour of the Danes. 



SECT. IV. 

Cantatmng thebifiory of Sweden down to the great re- 
• volution effeSffd hy Guftavus Erickfon, in the year 

s 
% 

a/ T\ * Tp HE fimc year that Margaret died , a war broke out be? 
A. U. X tween king Eric and Henry earl of Hqljhinj the guar'» 
.I4IS-^ dian of carl Gerhard's children, from whom the kii^ was 
Erictf/' defirous of wrefting the duchy of Slefv^ck \ a fcheme phuir 
Pome- hed, and in part executed, by queen M&rgaret. By the Jaws 
iriuiia* of J)enmark his claim was perfedly jufl ; yet was his obfti^ 
^ate purfuit.of it attended with almoft fatal confequencG* 
At firft he was ftrongly fupported by the Hanfe towns, the 
dukes of Saxony and Mecklenhurgb^ who foon after changed 
I fides, ' and fuccoured his enemies with more vigour than ever 

• , they had done Eric, To maintain numerous armies, and 

E"c's op" fupport a ruinous war,, it was neceflkry to impofe heavy 
frefffon. taxes, wfiich were levied in Sweden by Danijh governors, 
without feeling or compafBon for the miferies ^ dbe people. 
When thfe fenate carried their complaints to the throne, 
^they were either denied audience, or recehred with coldnefs. 
The gentry, who were forced to ferve in the wars at their 
own expcnce, wei:e wholly mined, - either by long feryiccs, 
or high ranfoms paid for their liberty when they.were made 
prifoners ; the peafants were in much the fame iituatron, by 
means of grievous taxes, and the rapacity of the pin^fh govern 
xiors. Even the clergy were not exempted from oppreffiop 
and viplence. A Dane was made archbifhop of IJpfaly in 
; oppofition to the whole chapter. Tliis prelate, after com«- 

mitting various outrages during his pofleffion of the fee, was 
at length depofed, for defrauding the cathedra) of Upfal of 
jOjOOO ducats ?. 

f I^OpCEN. lib. IV. 
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Amoko Til thez€k$ of <^preifion and violences committed Infiknceof 
in this reign, on the Swedes^ the moft ^ruel and extraordi*^ the Danes 
nary were owing to the inhuman difpofition pf one Ericifonj perfornud 
of Wejkraas^ the fworn enemy of the Sw^dijh peafants» '» ^we- 
This fellow maflacred them at pleafure, tortured them thro* ^^"* 
mere wantonpefs of barbarity, and-puzzled his brain to .find 
cut variety of puniihments and tortures for the harmlefs, in- 
duftrious peafants; ivliofe labour fupported his pride axid in* 
folence* Some he fmoaked to death, others he flea'd, . • 
broiled; ^d falted alive ; nor did he (hew more compaffion 
for the tenderer fex,- it being a common diverfion with him 
to yoke* them like oxen in the plough. When their cotn- 
plaints were carried to the king, all the redrefs they found 
was, blows and^ihreats for afperfihg the reputation of his 
officers. Such was the deplorable condition of Swidtn^ and 
more* particularly of Dalecarlia^ of which province 5^{^« 
Afial was governor. His infolence had now grown to * 
iuch a height, that the inhabitants publickly declared it wj& 
no longer fupportable, and they wquld revenge themfefves, 
if he continued his cruelties. Atlaft the province revolted, . j^ 
linder the condu<^ of Engilbert Engilbrachtfon^ a gentleman ' * 
mho had boldly laid the governor's condud before the king, ^434* 
for which he was forbid the court They befieged J^n in, 
Wifuraas^ ,wA refufed to lay down their arms before he 
ifhould be removed **. * 

Ok Jeffinh departure, he threatened to revenge himfelf 
on the Dalecarliansj by prevailing on the king to fend them 
a governor ftill more^fevere than himfelf^ and EngeWert gave Engelbert 
them to underftanid, that they never could expe£l but ty- heads the 
ranny and oppreffion while they were under th^ command Dalecar- 
of foreigners. . Thus alarmed, the peafants again had re- li^ns- 
courfe to arms^ chbfe Engelbert their general, and feized a 
variety of fortrefles, which they burnt and rafed to the 
ground. This fuccefe extended their views *, Engelbert ih- 
yited otber provinces to follow the example oT the Dalecar*' 
^ians^ and t6 banilh fereigners out o^the kingdom. His army ' ' 
daily encreafed, and foon became formidable; at the fame T^J^ -^1 
time that Eric Pache^ another brave Swede^ was ftirring up '^'*^*"*^ 
the provinces of Nericia and Wefimerland to vindicate their S^^^^^^ 
rights. Vplandiffy and the nobility of feveral Other pro- pfo^ifg^e, 
yinces, embraced the fame generous refolution : the Danes ' 

were every where maffacred, and the king's fortreflcs de- 
ilroyed. 

t PyFFEND. p. X80. DeS RoCHESi tOm. IV. p. 02. 
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So general a revolt obliged the fenate to meet, to dellbe^ 
rate on the means of fecuring the government againft a re^ 
volution. Engelbert boldly entered the fenate, at the bead 
of a thoufand peafants, pathetically reprefented the deplo* 
rable condition of Sweden^ the barbarity and iniblence of 
the Danijb governors; and concluded with a folema oath, 
that the iirft who oppofed the meafures in citation, for pre* 
fcrving the rights and'liberties of the people, fhould be ia* 
ilantly put to death. His intrepidity and Fefolution obtain- 
ed an ad, whereby the fenate renounced their allegiance to 
kingjFr/V«. 
eharles CHARLES CJNUTSONj grand marefchal of 
Canatibn Sweden^ and governor of Finland, conformed immediately to 
Joins the the refolution of the fenate. This noUeman, defcended 
rebels^ but from the iUuftrious family of Bondf^ which had given kinga 
bears a to Sweden^ perceived, with joy the approaching revolution^ 
that promifed freedom to his country ;,but he beheld with 
jealoufy the whole glory attributed to a private geotleman^ 
jind dreaded left the regard the peafants entertained for hit 
. perfon, would induce them to reward his valour with the 
crown he had fb nobly vindicated. This confideration made 
him refolve to join the malecontents without delay, where, 
on his firft appearance, he obtained that power and autho- 
rity due to his birth and dignity, being made general an4 
commander in chief of the peafant army (D). 

CANUTES O N profited by a quarrel that arofe between 

king £rU and the Dams. His majefty feeing himfelf the 

fovereign 6f, three powerful kingdoms, imagined that his 

power might fet afide the laws and privileges of the people^ 

afTume a defpotic authority, and. treat his fubjeds as his 

Haves. Although in general he had favoured the Dants^ yot 

had he committed. many outrages againft the Jaws of that 

TbeJIates country, extremely jealous of liberty. In a word, the three 

tr/oi*ve to ](j0g(}oiii$^ unanimous in nothing befides, came to a refolu^ 

^^^ tion to depofe a tyrant whofe cruelties rendered him un-* 

.^ worthy of a crown. Denmark diXiA Norway led the way^ 

^ XiOCCEN. lib. iv. Vniv, HiH, vol, xxxii. p. 324., 
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(D) In our hiftory of Den" 
marks we Have minately related 
all the particulars of this x^eino- 
rable revolution, which it would 
be unneceflary to repeat. We 
hav6 mentioned tile bafe aflaf- 
^adon ef Engelbert, the ambi- 
tkin of Canutjon, which r(:ndcred 



him odious, the quarrel he^ 
tween'him and Eric PacBe, the 
great power which he acquired^ 
and the (hare he liad in uniting 
the three kingdoms under 
QhriftopheTi the fucceeding king. 
Vid* Vniv* Hifi. <voh xxxii« 
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and declared* Chrijiephir of B0varia}i;ingi but how ht the 
Swedss czxrlt^ their revenge, is not detrlv determined* 
Some writers aflert, that a^er a civil war wnich lafted for ' * 

three years, £nV was reduced fo low, as to grant whatever 
terms the people required ; upon which a general diet was 
called, and certain ixftri£tions laid on the royal preroga*- Different 
tive *. Others again are of opinion, that the king was for- opimon^pf 
xnally depofed, and th&^adminiftration put into the hands 6f ^^^^ru , 
Canutfon^ who a£ted as regent, and was the great inftru- 
mem of Ci&r^^;^i&/r's^ccef&on. This laft opinion we have 
followed in our account of Dmmark^ as fupported by the 
beft and earlieft authorities. LocceniuSf PonUmusy Meurfius^ 
and a cloud of other writers, exprefsly relate, that he retired 
to the ifle of Gtthland^ from whence he committed piracies 
on tYit Swedesy Danny and Norwegians' in a word, that he 
lived the laft twenty years of his life in exile (£}, 

Amijost fuch a variety of difcording opinions, it may be ^iftory 9f 
proper that we trace the fteps by which Chrijiopber afcended Charles 
th<? throne. After Eric was depofed, the adminiftratton be- Canut- 
ing put into the hands of Canutfony he fummoned the gover- fo«>'^ ^^- 
nors of cities and cables to furrender their trufts to him, in S^'y* ^^ 
order to commit them to the charge of natives.' This many lJ^l'^ 
of them refufdd without an exprefs order from Ericy whole ]^3^^^ 
authority they ftill acknowledged ; but they were ibon inti* edibe 
nnidated into compliance by the power of the adminiftrator. /^^^^ «^ 
Thus he enjoyed all the rights of fovereignty, except the Swedea. 
name. Eric Fache could not fupport with patience the good 
fortune of his rival. He excited a revolt among the pea« 
fants, under pretence of revenging the death of Engelbirty a 
name highly revered amokig them ; and foon took the field 
with a force which he thought fuiEcient to drive the mared > 
^ai out of the kingdom. Canutfon readily perceived that it 
would be in vain to have recourfe to arms ; the popularity of 
his enemy's caufe drew the whole country on his fide ; he 

« fvFPEND. Hift. torn, it p* 2ot/ VsnTOT, RevoLSuede* 
P- 47- 



(£) Puffendmf Tt\9Xttf from 
fbme other authorities, that 

gaffing from Calmar^ where he 
ad (igned the limitation-adt, 
to S<weden, he was driven to the 
iile of Gothland^ after loiing al« 
meft all his fleet. It was iap* 
pofed that the Iqng was drown* 
cd ; but the fenate tool; an oadi 



of fidelity to hini, and pqt the 
adminiHraUon . in Canuf/in*% 
hands, uutil Eri^s fate fhoQld 
be certainly known. His owq 
abfurd condu^ to the deputies, 
fent to him» was the j:eafon he 
was never reeled to the throne, 
P. 2oa. 
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therefore had rccourfe to treachery. Defiring to compiro^ 
mife their differences by treaty, he found means to draw- 
Eric Pache to an interview, where he ordered him to be 
feized, fent prifoiier to Stockholm^ and beheaded. He now 
afpired openly at the crown, and played evei:y engine of in- 
trigue and policy to obtain his purpofe. He found an incli- 
nation in the people to recall Eric^ and he bent all his forco 
to fruftrate a defign fo pernicious, and deflru£iive of his 
hopes. However, ail his art could not prevent the diet from 
The policy fending deputies to Erie ; but fortune was more favourable 
of bis to the marefchal than his conduct merited. Eric was either 
Danifh unwilling to comply .with the conditions propofed, or un- 
majefty. able to accept them on account of the revolutions in Den-=^ 
mariy which entirely broke the union of Calmar^ upon which 
the ihftru£lions of the deputies were founded. Certain it 
is, that the Swedes had recourfe ta Eric\ merely to fruftrate 
the views, and difappoint the marefchal's ambition 3 • it 
is therefore probable, from the king^s antwer, that they bad 
laid fuch reftri£tions on the prerogative as his pride could 
not ftoop to accept; for he told the' deputies, that if he re- 
turned) He would be a king in fadlj and not a king ff 
• Jiraw^ 

Still, however, the Swedes were refolved to difappoint 
Canutfgn^ whom they heartily detefted^ on account of his 
pride,, and the treacherous means by which he deftroyed 
their two great favourites, Engelbert and Pachei They there- 
fore entered upon meafures with Denmark for uniting the 
crowns of the three northern kingdoms, on the head of 
Chrijlopber of Bavaria. Chrijiian ifelfon and feveral lords 
formed a confederacy againft Canutfon ; they animated the 
Dakcarlians and Wernulandians to revolt; but the marefchal 
foon had his revenge. By a piece of artifice, hefeized 
Nelfoni and obliged him to ifurrender all the forts in his pbf^ 
ieffion, and to fwear^ he would never attempt any thing dV»^ 
reSly or indireftfy againft him, nor feck io revenge the prc^ 
fept affront. 
^j This fuccefs drew upon the marefchal another and mors 

Swedes powerful enemy. Nils Stenon^ or, as fome writers call him, 
ajlifted iy ^^^^^^^ Stenjmy who had married the marefchal's fifter, with* 
'/>6^ Danes, out refpefl: to affinity, refolved to punifti his perfidy. He 
revolt. raifed a revolt in Eajt Gothland^ and drove out all the go- 
vernors appointed hy Canutfon ; but the marefchal foon ap-» 
* peared with an army in ,that quarter, befieged Stenon in 
^teckbergh^ and obliged him to fave himfelf by a pred|>i^ate 
flight to the king, in ^he ifle of Gothland. Here he was in- 

vefted 



^bt Hifiory of Sweden. $3 

Tefted By Eric with the dignity of marcfchal of Sweden^ who . 
commanded all his fubje<^s to receive him as fach. In this 
quality, he returned with two hundred horfe to Eaft Ggtb^ ' 
tand^ and created much trouble to Canutfon^ though too 
weak to make head againft him in the field. Some time 
after, he was made prifoner, and beheaded by the maref- 
chal's order ; though fome alledge, that, to avoid this dif- • 
grace, be fwallowed poifdn. 

Every thing fucceeded to CanutfmCs wifli, yid hi* prof- b-q-j*- 
perity was daily raifing him new enemies. Among others, Suenfon'/ 
Breeder Suenfm^ who had long ferved under. Engellert and hoUexpof- 
Eric Pache^ a bold, refolute, but rafli man, aflumed to him- tulation. 
felf the tafk of chaftifing the marefchal. He went to him, 
and upbraided him with having ruined his country, abufed 
his power, and committed every kind of violence and op- 
(ireifion. As his courage and patriotifm were not fupported 
with powers his reproaches had no other efFe£t than haften^* 
ing his own deftru<9:ion. He was feized, by the marefchal's 
order, and the fame night executed, without form of triaT> • ' 

or fhew of jufticc. 

While the marefchal was exercifing his power with all 
the feverity of a tyrant, the nobility were ufing every expe- 
dient to bring back the king ; but all their endeavours 
proving abortive, they refolved to clofe in with the propo- 
fals madb by Denmark^ of electing duke Chriftopher of Ba-- 
varia^ nephew to king JEr/V, a prince who had fpent many '^ 
years at the court of penmark. A general -diet of the three 
kingdoms being at length held, Chriftopher was foUmnly 
eleSed, as we have already feen in the preceding hiftory of 
Denmark. The marefchal had oppofed the refolution of the 
Swedijb ftates, to cpnfent to a general diet of the three 
kingdoms ; but being over-ruled in this, he found it would 
4)e vairi to difpute the election of a prince who was already 
Taifed to the thrones of Denmark and Norway^ and efpoufed 
•by all the nobility of Sweden : he contented himfelf, there- 
fore, with requefting the diet to pay fome regard to all the 
dangers, troubles, and vexations, as well as the expences 
4ie had been at, for the fervice of the kingdom ; adding, that 
he had contrafted debts which he could not pay without the 
affiftance of the ftate ; that this alone prevented his fub- 
•fcribing^ freely to C/;r///<7j^/jtfrVele6iion; and that asfoonas 
that difficulty was removed, he would give his vote with as " 
much chearfulnefs as any member of the aflembly. The 
fenate, rejoiced to find him in this difpofition, granted more 
than he required^ and affigned him for life the province of 
' Finland,* 
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FhJandy ftnd the ifies of Of/tfXK/ and Birghobn^ to Sefcmcf t# 
his heirs for ever ^. 

C HR I STOP HE R afcended the triple throne upon 
the fame terms as Margaret and Eric \ he confcnted to all 
the limitations fpecified in the treaty oi Calmar^ and was to 
refide i certain numberx)f months in each of his kingdoms. 
On his firft arrival at Stockholm, all thofe Vrho thought theoi"* 
felves aggrieved during the marefchal's adminiftratioii^ 
flocked to him with complaints of his condud ; but Canutfon 
employed the intereft of his friends, and fair proniifes, fo 
fuccefsfully, that he efcaped for that time. 

All this while Eric was doing incredible mifchief to 
the trade of Sweden^ iflfuing out commiffions to fwarms 
of pirates, to cruife in the Baltic, His chief refentment 
was levelled againft the Swedes '^ and he not only made 
prize of their (hipping, but ravaged their coafls with all the 
fury of the moft injured enemy. Complaints were perpe* 
tually carried to CbriJiopbeTj but he turned them off with 
raillery, faying, that his uncle muft live. In many parti* 
culars, he too clofcly copied the unfortunate king Eri£^ 
Wholly unmindful of the condud which had involved that 
prince in ruin, he preferred foreigners^ to Swedes or Danes^ 
beftowed upon'them his confidence^ and all pofts of confe* 
qucnce or profit. On his marriage with Dorothy^ daughter 
to^Jahn, xmrgTZve of Brandenburgh, he laid fuch taxes on his' 
Swedijh fubjeds as were unfupportable ; and raifed fuch cla* 
mours in the nation, that, to app^afe them, he was forced 
to ditmifs foreigners from his fervice, promife to lower the 
taxes next year, and to redrefs all their grievances ; pro* 
mifes that were forgot as foon as made. Eric was permitted 
to continue his piracies, which with a natural fcarcity of 
corn that prevailed in Sweden, brought on a famine that re* 
duced the nation tto the lowed diftrefs. To encreafe the 
public mifery, Chrifiepher exerted fome very unwarrantable 
zGts of^power. He knew that the nobility were divided in^. 
to fa£kions, and to fecure to himfelf the intereft of one fide^ 
he granted the fiefs and fortrefles of the crown to thofe who 
petitioned for them, notwitbftanding they were in the poA* 
feffion of others. Loccenius affirms, that this abufe of the 
prerogative became fo frequent, that one fief has been in the 
hands of fcven different maflers, in the fpace of one year K 
Another advantage refulted to the king from this pradice^ 

* Des Roches, ubi fopra. Locgen. lib. iv. Puffend. p« 
«I4. * lib. iv. 

namely^ 
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Namely, ifae exorbitant fees paid into the exchequer at eadi 
inveftiture, which brought large fums of money into the 
royal coffers. 

At laft Chjflopher thought it neceflary to amufe the 
people with a pretended expedition againft the xfle oi Goth" 
land ; but after vaft preparations, which coft the nation xm-^ 
menfe fums of money, he changed his Warlike deiigns to a 
friendly vifit, made with no other view than to confirm his 
antipathy to the Swedes. Thus he endeavoured by every 
poffible means to alienage the affe£lions of the Swedes from 
his perfon, by (hewing an open contempt for the nation, . 
preferring the foreigners to his favours, endeavouring to 
fuljefi the kingdom to Denmark^ and, in a word, infringing 
every article of his agreement at his accefHon, of the treaty ' 
of Calmar^ and of the moft folemn engagements. Had 
.he lived longer, it is probable his conduct would have 
eScGted another revolution ; but death rid Sweden of a chrifto*. 
tyrant, and Chriftopher of the mortification of being de- pher*/ 
graded from that high ftation, to which the caprice of the deaths 
people, and not his own virtues, had raifed him. This 
event fell out on the 14th of January 1448, at Helfinburgh^ 
where he was taken ill, on his way to hold a diet at Jene-- 
ioping> 

Th£ fenate, as foon as apprifed of the king's death, ap- J diet tf 
pointed Bengt Jan/on of Saleftack^ and his brother Nils J^njm^ ibeftates 
regents of the. realm, until the firft meeting of the diet at held^ fwr 
. Stockholm, ; for as to the diet called at yenekoping^ it was con- t,beeUsi$ee. 
voked by the king on feme extraordinary occafion. Wheii of aJdng* 
the members were affembled, they formed thenifelves into 
two fa£lions. One was for adhering to the treaty of CaU 
mary and taking n^o refoiutions touching the ele^tion^ before 
the fiates of the three kingdoms were affembled at Helmfiadt* 
This was the opinion of the two regents, of the archbifhop 
John of XJpfaU and their party. On the contrary, the ma- 
refchal Canutfon^ with an infinity of others, were for fetting , 

afide the union, and proceeding immediately to the eledion 
^f a new prince : *' The union, faid they, is already be- 
^' Qome void, as, contrary to the exprefs meaning of the 
^* treaty, it proved highly prejudicial to two kingdoms, for 
*' the fake of profiting the third.'* It muft be owned, that 
befides the heavy taxes levied in Sweden^ and fpent in Den^ 
marif at Chriftopher* % death all the (hipping, artillery, arms, 
and moveables, belonging to the crown of Sweden^ were 
farmed at Qopenhageji \ and though at his death his roajefty 
bad bequeathed great legacies to the Swedijh hofpitals, by 
^ay 0^ atonement fcJr the many oppreffions, yet none 

were 
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were ever paid, the Danes detaining all hi$ veHyntj aiMi 

The marefchal's fadionadded, that the Danes had already 
been guilty of an infrst^lion of the linion, by ele^Siiig 
Chrtjiopher of Bavaria to their throne, belbre they had cow- 
fulted their allies, or given the fmalleft intimation of their 
intention to the ftates of Norway and Sweden. Each party ~ 
inforced their opinion with all the eloquence and arguments 
in their power ; but at laft the marefchal's prevailed j and the 
diet proceeded to the nomination of three perfons^ one of - 
whom ihouldbe chofen king. The three propofed were the 
two regents and the mareichal ChdrUs Canutfon ; but the lar- ' 
ter had managed matters fo well, that he was eleAed by a 
great majority. 
Charles CHARLES CJNUTSONwzs no foonerfaifed t<> 
Canutfon the throne, than he fet out for Merajien, where he Was pro- 
raifedto claimed, and thence to TJpJal\ to pafs through the ceremo- 
the throne, nies of coronation. Immediately after, he certified his ad- 
A, D. ceffion to the ftates of Denmark and Norway^ with a view of 
1448. founding how their inclinations ftood with refpe£t to him^ 
> and whether it might be poffible to unite the three crowns. 

In this he was diiappointed ; nor wa&he even fuccefsful in 
his application, to have the Swedijh fleets, artillery, and 
money, carried to Denmark by Chfi/iopher, reftbred. Inc^nfed ■ 
at their refufal, he fought ta revenge himfelf both on />«*- 
mark and king Ericy by a vigorous defcent on the ifle of 
Wiiby ie- Gothland. His general Magnus Green laid fiege to Wtjby^ ' 
Jieged. ' and took it before the winter. The citadel muft I ike wife ^ 
have furrendered, had not Gr^^« been decoyed into a fufpen- 
fion oi arms by Eric\ who upon this occaflon zSteA with 
the adivity, intrepidity, and caution of a great monarch and 
fkillful general. During the truce, he appKed to D-mark 
for affiftance, chufmg that the ifland ihould fall rather to 
that kingdjom than to Sweden. He always , acknowledged 
his obligations to the forme/i for leaving him in the quiet 
poffeffion of this ifland, and even forgot that the Danes had 
" . firft abjured his authority ; whereas, he could never forgive 
the earneft defire the Swedes had always expreflcd to drive 
him out of Gothland^ the little remaining pittance of all his 
vaft dominions. 

ERICs propofals were well received in Denmark. The 
fenate wrote to Charles Canutfon to withdraw his forces (A) ; 

but 

(A) Puffendorf fays, that 5at;^j(///{& majefty ; butif wc may 
Chrifiian wrote to bis rely on the authority of Locce* 

nius% 
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^ai hts -malefty not only refufing their requeft, but fending 
orders to Grtm to pu(h the fiege with .redoubled vigour, they 
lent a f<|u«drQn po>yerful enough to relieve the place, con* 
^\x8txti% Eric to hi$ native country, where he ended hisday$, 
without once attempting th^ recovery of his crdwn ( B). 

The DiHta were now in pofieifion of the citadel, and 
the Sw^iks of the town of fflfi^. Hoftilities daily pafled be- ' 

tvreen them ; but to gain time, his Dani/b majefty fent 
Ameykn to negotiate a fufpenilon of arms with the Swedtfli 
general $ a point which he managed with fo much addrefs, 
that the Oams were not only fupplied with provifions, but 
thsf^ity invefted by Cbtifl'tan in perfon, before the SweJa 
had any intimation or even fufpicion of his. intentions. Be- 
itigj however, difappointed in his defign, he had a fecokid 
timt recourfe to negotiation, and obtained a fufpenfion of 
urms. After all, the Swedes were obliged to abandon the 
ifle f>f O^iblandy which was immediately annexed to the 
crcMrn of Diwnari K 

To balJance this lofs, his &wedifl> majefty had overtures 
tnade him by the Nonoegiam to accept their crown, which 
^rmer ejcperience p^vented their offering to Chrtftian king 
ef Denmari. Immediately he fet out for that country, and 
was eleiSed without opposition, except from a few «f the 
jiobillty* He was crowned at Drontheinii and having chofen 
regents to govern the kingdom in his abfence, pafled witb-^ 
out delay for Sweden, 

CHARLES was no fooner arrived in his capital, than Cengrefi 
he allembled a diet at Abrsga^ where he nominated twelve a/Abroj^a* 
commiffionors to treat with the Danijb commiiTaries ztHeim* 
Jiady about the ifland of Gothland^ his claim to which he had 
not jet fully refigned. At this congrefs the Doner infifted 
not only upon Gothlandy but that Charles fhould furrender 
Horwu^f to his Danijh majefty. They even carried matters 
further, ^nd propofed a renewal of the union of Calmar^ 
and even gained over Magnus Green^ and fome others of the ' 

Swfdijh commiilionersi although the whole of their requeft 
did pot tranfpire for fome time. All that was done at this con- 
greis^ was concluding a peace between the two kingdon^» 

■^ LocCBN. lib. v. Vid. Univ. Hift. voh laft. 



«/«/« this appears premature; 
£nr the Datifs had not then e- 
levied this prince. Loceen. Hi. v. 

f* 141.- 

(6) It, is certain that Chrtftian 



was ele6ed lung of Denmark 
before the fiege of Whiy was 
raifed ; bat the whole of this 
fzSt the reader will find in the 
preceding hiibry of Dfnmarh 
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and rtfferving the matter in difputc to be decided in a futm^ 
congrefi. 
treachery CHARLES had no direft evidence of the treachfery of 
effheDtL-hia'sigentSy but entertained fuch fti:ong filfpicions oiGnen^ 
fiifh com- on account of his former condudt in Gothland^ that he dtf* 
miffionen. fpoiled him of all his employments. Nor did he fail of ihewuig 
a juft refentment of the condud of the archbtfhop, and (ots^ 
others, who, he knew, were not well difpofed to promote his 
intereft : biit however fpirked this condud might appear, ex- 
perience evinced it was unpolitic. The peribns who fell 
under his cenfure were of high rank, and had a powerful 
intereft, which they refolved to exert in otitaining reveng^ 
for the indignity. . 

A. D. Some time after the peace of Helmftad was renewed at 
1454. an interview that paiTed between the two kings ; but no- 
thing was decided concerning ^^rw^ay and Gothland^ jtt 
' this ratification did not hinder the D^/^^of the ifland of Goth* 
land from making a defcent in the neighbourhood of Stoct' 
Hoftilitks holm^ and pillaging, burning, and laying wafte the country. 
hefween His Svjedijh majefty, regarding this infradion of the peace 
/^f Swedes as if it had been committed by order of Chriftianj retorted it, 
tfWDanes by a defcent on Schonen. He firft fummoned the inhabitants 
to furrender, and on their refufal burnt and deftroyed the 
country ; particularly the cities of Helfinhurg^ Landjkroon^ 
and Lunden^ according to the Swedijh writers : though the 
Danes aliedge, that the bravery of the archbifhop foiled aH * 
the king's endeavours to get pofleffion of this laft city. An- 
other point in which the writers of the two nations differ is, 
that the former ailert, that Charles defeated and cut in pieces 
a large body of peafants aflembled at Chfter Ddlbey ; whereas 
the latter are equally poiitive, that he was repulfed by 
them. 

This vifit was returned by the Danijh prince, who 
marched at the head of a powerful army to Weft Gothland^ 
% took Ladefty and obliged all the inhabitants of the adjacent 

country, as well nobility as peafants, to acknowledge him 
for their fovej-eign, and acquaint king Charles^' that they had 
renounced their allegiance to him. To oppofe the progrefs 
of the Danijh arms, Charles fet out with a numerous army, 
bending his march by the foreft of Tyweden ; but heliad not 
proce.'^ded far, when he was informed, that Axelfon^ joined 
by the traitor A%««j Gr^^«, lay with a fleet before 5/w*- 
hQlm^ and that they were joined by the archbifhop and lords 
of Uplandia, His return was fo expeditious and unexpe£ted, 
that the Danes quitted Sweden with great precipitation^ and^^ 
as fome alledge, with very confi'derable lofs. 

Ik 
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1 ii the mean titnc- Cbri^idn was preparing to invade Eqji* 
O^hlandi, but^tfae troops he had left to defend the pafles of 
the forefl of Tyw'edem were cut to pieces by the Swedes^ 
Mrhich o^ned the way for Charles to march to the relief of 
that coantry. He detached Thorde Bondi to furprize Ladefe^ 
acomhoiffion which that officer executed with great addrefs,' 
and afterwards recovered all Weft Gothland ; obliging the go- 
vernors,- appointed by Ckriftian^ to furrender the fortrefles in! , 
their hands at difcretton. 

Nothing now remained to prevent Charles from being 
abfolute mafter of 2lI\ Sweden, but to reconcile himfelf to the 
enemies he had within the kingdom ; to effect which, he 
called the archbiihbp and feven fufpeded lords before him, 
and figned an agreement wi^th them. The archbiihop, in 
particular^ took a folemnoath, eirer to remain inviolably 
attached to the fervice of the king ; notwithftanding, the 
event fliewed how little the prelate regarded the moft facred 
obligations ^. 

The year concluded with a congrefs at Wald/iena^ where Pgace cok^ 
they laboured in vain to eftabJiih peace between the two ciuded* 
nations. ' 

Fok three years afterwards, Chriftian refrained fro<n dii^ 
tUrbing Sweden by open force, though he kept the kingdom 
in perpetual alarm by the preparations he made^ which o- 
\A\^d Charles t6 march his army, two or three times in t 

ipear, towards the frontiers. Thofe marches were extreme- 
y oppreffive to the peafants, and frequently occafioned their 
inutinying, which was the very obje£l of Chrtftiah's policy i 
whofe defigns penetrated farther than obliging Sweden td 
grant an- advantageous peace. He was in hopes, that by 
keeping the Swedes in this irkfome fituation, every day ex- 
peding to be invaded, and forced to maintain numerotis ar"- 
Thies for their defence, he ihould compel them to wiOi for 
a renewal of the union of Calmar. What greatly promoted 
his defigns^ was the refolution Charles had taken to retrench 
the revenues of the clergy, and the murder of Thorde Bonde^ 
the beft general, and moft faithful fubjed of his Swedtjh majefty; 

The Danes grown now more daring, entered the ftr^ights y^^ ij^ 
of Calmar with a fleet, took the ifle of Oelandy and befieged xAtjb. 
SitKkhobn for fix weeks. Here Puffendorf ktxm to have fallen 
ifita a very extraordinary error, aflerting, contrary to all 
ether authorities, that the citadel of Stockholm cafdtiilated on 
conditionSof the garrifon's being allowed the honours of war ; 
terms which the Hones broke tjirough "*. But he muft cer^ 
tainly mtan Berkholm^ as that of Stockholm could not well be 
" Lt)ccsi)f. lib. v^ . ^ Tofll. i. p. ^33. 
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taken before the city bad furrendered ; and indeed ihe 
Danifi^vfikcvs make no mention of the fa£l, ^ they proba- 
bly would^ had they the flighteft foundation* 
Adifpute In the winter the arckbilhop demanded of king Charles^ 
hetnveen a|i equivjilent for the lofles he had fuftained by the captarc 
the king of certain (hips he bad equipped for his fcrvice. CbarUi^ 
and the who thought he waa npt bound to make reftitution^ fub- 
archbijhop mitted the affair to the fenate } who determined it in favour 
^ Upial. ^f ^j^^ archbifiiop.^ Tlieir fentence incenfed the king, and 
Confe- forced him to exprefs his refentment in terms that fervedon- 
quencti of ly to multiply his enemies. However, he relied upon h» 
their guar- own power 9 or the number of fortreflies in his hands, and 
rel, of troops- ready to obey his nod* This enraged the natu* 

fal vehemence of his temper, made him treat bis enemies 
with haughtinels, when he might have won them over by 
gentlenefe, and was the chief caufe of his ruin. 
A. Dr Th£ fenate did not long conceal their difcontent, and 
jAcy, the coal of fedition was artfully blown up by the clergy* 
When Charks went to Calmar^ with deflgn to reconquer the 
ifle pf Oelandy the archbi&op feized that opportunity of ex* 
ecuting a plot he had contrived agatnft the kiqg. He arreft<- 
ed all the officers of the king's houtbould, and fixed up a 
manifefto in the cathedral of Upfal^ renouncing the oath he 
had taken to Charles, for the following reafons : '^ that be 
A* D* *^ had oppreiTed the liberties of the clergy and laity ; that 
1458. <' he was a heretic ; that he befiowed the higheft places of 
7he arch' ^< truft and profit on wretched profligate minions \ that be 
kijhop 0' <^ occafioned perpetual wars, defpifed all thofe who gave him 
fenly rt- << wholefome counfel, and plundered his fubje£b with unfa* 
6eh* «< tiable avarice." Then entering the cathedral, he ex- 
' changed his mitre and,croiier fox, a coat of mail andfword ; de- 

claring that he would not refume his ecdefiaftical habit before 
the kingdom was in a better iituation, and the grievances of 
the people redreifed. Then he pillaged the palace, aflem* 
bled a numerous army, and jnfe£ied the whole nation with 
the contagion of difcontent and fa£lion \ all exprei&ng them* 
felves diflatisfied with the king's conduct v. 

O N[ the firft advice of the archbi{liop*s revolt, the king 
returned to Stockhglm at the head of fourteen hundred borfe i 
then ailembling his infantry, be kt out with intention to 
furprife the prelate, but fell into the fnare he had prepared 
for his enemies. I'he arcbbifl^op took his meafures fo art- 
The king fully, that he entered Stragmz, where the king lay, while 
furprifed. the royal army was wrapt in flecp and fccurity,. attacked 

P LoCCiN. lib. v. PUFFtND. p. izS. 

and 
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d defeated them, after killing and caking great numbers 
pri Toners. Charles himfelf received a wound, and efcaped 
^K^ith great diiSculty to Stockkolm, where he fet fire to the 
fuburbs, to prevent being purfued. 

Nor was the archbifhop long behind, but marching with 
expedition, invefted the capital on every fide with fo mueh^ 
vigour, that the king fent a deputation to oifer his pardon, 
promifing henceforward to govern the kingdom agreeable to 
the laws ; propofals that were rejected by the haughty pre- 
late, who refolved to pufli matters ta the utmoft extremity. , 
In this fituation. Char Us perceiving that the city could not 
hold out long, that he had no reUef to exped, and that he 
was become odious to the nobility, clergy, and peafants; 
t>ut ail his wealth on board a (hip in the night, and fet fail 
for Dantzici thus abdicating the crown he had worn for the 
Ipace of ten years ( A ) . 

The archbifliop, who had the reputation of fnatching 7-]^^ ^^^^^^ 
liberty out of the hands of a tyrant, difpofed of every hijhot^s 
thing in what manner be thought proper, after the king's ^^w^,./ 
flight. The city and citadel of Stockholm furrendered aft^r 
ft fiege of fix months. He then conveened all the princefc, 
and feized all the fortrefles, except CalmoTy which Gujiavus , 

Canutfm bravely defended for a long time. As the warlike 
pteiate had now affumcd the title of protedor, Oluf Axelfon 
tzTiit to him from Gothland^ and was employed in the con- 
queft of Finland. At the fame time Gnin^ and a number of 
nobility, who had retired to D-mark to avoid the efFeds of 
the king's refentment, returned, and were well received by 
the archbifhop. All the powerful lords of the kingdom clofed 
with his intention of renewir^ the union of Calmar^ and 
calling Chriftian king of Denmark to the throne of Sweden. 
They fent ambafladors to invite that prince X.oStockholfh\YM% 
lut let nothing of their defign tranfpire, becaufe they knew Clriftian 
that the inhabitants of the coaft and frontiers were extreme- invited to 
ly ihcenfed at the frequent defcents and irruptions of the S'weden. 
jyanes for feveral years paft «. 

CHRISTIAN embraced the invitation, which indeed 
had been given in confequence of the deep fcheme he had 

1 Das RochEB, torn. iv. pallim. 

(A) Pufendorf fays, that andZ)4«<^hiiloriaiis(f). It isiti* 

Charles abdicated the throne in deed aftonilhing to obferve how 

theyeari4C5,contrary tothetef- defedive the performance of 

timony of Loccenius^ Suaningius^ this great man u, in every patt 

fontamsf and all the Siuedijh of dm)nok)gy. 

(1), fi^tni^ft ajS, 

H 3 long 
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long contrived for uniting the three cr.ownsonhi8 own hi^, 
and came to Stockholm^ convoyed by a powerful iquadron, 
and with the utmoft magnificence of retinue ^nd equipage. 
' On bis arrival, he difperfed a writing thi'oygh tbe kingdoipy 
declaring th^^t Charles Canutfin was levying powerful forces 
in Germany to fubdue the Swedes^ and takje f^yere vengeaace 
. on all who had oppofe4 his arbritrary meafures ; but that, as 
to himfelf^ be had brought a ftrong armament, not to fub- 
due, but to proted the kingdom. This declaration ^as ma^e 
Chriftian t^ banifli ^ny bad impreifions the people might have received 
mounts the front the extraordinary military force with which they law 
throne and him attended. Previous to his eleSion, a certain number 
Httitfs the of articles were drawn up, yrbi^b he figned and fealed. He 
three was then chofen in form, a^d crooned wit^ g;reat ceremony 

CMRIS TIAN began his reign with great mbdcration, 
and the people fupported his gov.ernment with cbeariulnefs. 
One declaration of his, indeed, gave offence, as it greatly af- i 
fedled the property of nMm))ers of the nobility. It intimated, { 
that the king would refume all the crown-land&that had been 
mortgaged, without redefining them, by whicl|^ gre^t fums gf 
money wpufd be loft to the people, and the crown revenue 
augmented by a Aftt&i breach of the public faith. 
Di/putea^ ADOLP HU S duke oi SUfivick dying without 
ffout Sm- jg•^g^ king Chrjfiian claimed the duchy as neareft heir-^t 
'^A D ^*^' being fon to the duke's fitter. Ottptif earl of Sciawem" 
^' ' hurghy and the duke's brother, pljcaded the right of confan-* 
^^^^* guinity ; but the lawyers of thofe days determined the diipute 
in favour of the degree of affinity, which they likewife per- \ 
ceived was fupported with power. It was, however, ftipu- 
lated, that 40,000 ducats fhould be paid to earl iOttonj 
' 40,000 to his brother, by the king, as an equivalent for his 
right of fucceeding to his brother. To raife this monqr 
Chri/iian was obliged to tax Sweden for the firft time $ be- 
jides which, he drpw large fums from the tponafteries at ' 
Stockholm^ which had been left t^^ni by the late king at h[s 

(6) W^ ar^ tpl^ that the the prelate's remorfe aro(e froip 

^ archbifhop, dung with remorfe the difappointment of his great 

jFbr having taken up arms again ft expedat;o|is ; hU ambition ei-^ 

his lawful fovereign) to eafe his thefafpiringatthecrown, orhi^ 

cbnfciepce, aiked abfolution of avarice requiring higher rewardf 

pope CalixfuSi which was grant- than were granted by (he nc^ 

ied to him and his accomplices king. * « " 

(i). Itis probable indeed, that ^ 

^epartur^f 
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departure. This tax led the way to others, and the practice CbHiliaii 
be<:ame at length fo familiar and habitual, that though at impe/es 
iirft theking made apologies for the neceility of the meafure, hea^vy 
and gave the ftrongeft amirances that he would hencefor* taxff. 
"ward avoid it ; yet now heavy impofitions were laid without 
ceremony, and levied without mercy, or regard to the abi-* 
lity of the people '. 

Disgusted with his arbitrary conduft, the Swedes began 
to complain of the king's breach of promife. Their clamours 
grew louder upon intfelligenee, that king Charles waa levying 
forces in Ruffia for the recovery of his crown, arid many had 
determined to go over to him as fooa as he arrived. The 
jreport was falfe, for no fuch armament 'was ever fet on foot ; 
however, it furniflied Chrijlian with an opportunity of feir' 
zing upon certain perfons who had incurred his difpleafune, 
under pretence that they carried on a fecret correfpondence 
with his-^nemies. It is true,/ the archbifbop had fuborned 
certain perfons to accufe them 5 they were put to the tpr* 
ture, under the excruciating pain of which feme of themi 
died, while others languiibed out the reft of their days in 
horrible dungeons^ 

A METHOD of proceeding fo extraordinary increafed the - 
public hatred, and the king was now regarded, not only as 
an arbitrary prince, but a bloody tyrant. What greatly 
^confirmed the people in their animoiity, was the dying 
declaration of one of the accufed, who, expiring on the rack, 
acquitted all theprifoners of the crimes laid to their charge, 
throwing the whole upon the malice of the archbiihop, and - 
cruel diipofitionof the king. 

But what gave the finifliing ftroke to the mifunderftanding ^^^ .^^^ 
between Chr^tamnd his ()eople, were the extraordinary y^j^/f^^/;^. 
taxes he impofed, to fupport the expences of a progrefs he jy remon* 
intended making to Finland. The archbiihop had ^ixt^ons ftratem 
to levy this tax in the king's abfencp ; but when he de- 
manded payment, the peafants began to mutiny, and re* 
folutely anfwered, that they were ^nder no obligation to 
pay additional taxes, as the king folemnly promifed never to 
iticreafe their prefent burthen. They added, that it was 
impoifible for them to pay the ordinary rates, and that, un-^ 
lefs the aiTefrments were made more equal and light, they 
would ha;&ard their lives in defence of their privileges. 

On the king's return, he found it neceffary to difapprove 
of the prelate's conduct:, and highly bUmed him for ex- 
citing fedition among the peafants, who bad never before 

' FurpEND. torn. i. p, 224» 
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fefufed GOittributing towards the charges of the gov^rtiiilet^* 
Charles Canutfin had adherents in the kirtgdotn, who artfat-* 
ly blew up the fire of eontention between the king and the 
archbiihop, and which rofe to fuch a height, that the latter 
was forced to give fecurity, for his not removing out of 
Stockholm without leave from the king. The Danes took 
part againft the archbifliop. They reprefented him as a 
traitor to both princes, and numberlefi lfbd$ and pafquinades 
were difperfed and pafted up*. " *^ 

The areh' The prclatc*s confinement, f6r fuch it might be call^t 
kijhop is excited a tumult among the peafants, who aflembled and 
cenfineJ. fcized the ifle of St. EfpriU for the inhabitants of the city 
were apprized of their rifing. Thefb the king defeated, 
making three hundred prifoners, whom he put to the tor* 
ture. After this, Cbriftian furprifed Stecka^ a fortrefs be«- 
longing to the archbifliop; Upon this, the bifliop of Lin^ 
toping wrote to his majefty, demanding the archbifbop^s re- 
leafe, and fecuritv from the king, that he would hencefor- 
ward govern the Kingdom in a manner more agreeable to the 
laws. Piqued at this infult Chrtftiany without regarding 
the bifhop'e menaces, fent the archbifiiop prifoner to Copen" 
kagen. 
The hijhep KATIIfy bilhop of Lincoping^ upon advice of this preci- 
of Lia- pitate metifure, refolved to keep no bounds. He fent the 
coping yjjg notice, that, in conjunftion with the flates of Sweden^ 
r4v9 tu j|g renounced his allegiance, for a variety of reafons, all 6i 
them plaufible, and m<^ of them true. But in order to 
fupport his allegations, he afTembled a numerous army in 
Eajl Gothland and Uorway^ at the head of which he marched 
ftrait to Stockholm. He knew that the inhabitants roUnd the 
capital were highly incenfed againfl the king, on account of 
his exorbitant impoiitions, and the cruelty he lately exercifed 
^ on the peafants. 
A.p^ Ow the firfl /eport of the bifhop*s march, Chrljlian otAex^ 
1463. ^(] feveral fmall veflels, well manned, to go up the Meler^ 
Katil he^ and block up the paflTcs : but fcarce was this armament ar- - 
Jteges the yj^^j ^^ ^ickftadti when it was vigoroufly attacked by Jia^ 
Siozk" '^4 defeated, and great numbers of prifoners made, rluih- 
holm.* ^ ^^'^ fuccefs, Katil proceeded ftrait to the capital, invefl-o 
ed it, and repulfed ftrong parties of the enemy that had Tal- 
lied out. His approaches were |)u(hed with fuch vigour^ 
that the king perceiving he could not reiift the prelate^s impe* 
Chriftxaa tuofity, withdrew to Denmark^ with this cutting refle£tion^ 
retires to ^x tb^ lofe i^SioeeUn was wholly to be imputed to bis owa 
.Denmark 

9 X^ocCEif . lib, Vt 
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Tie Hijhry 0/ Sweden. 105 

«rbitrarv toniuSt* Immediately on the king's retread KaiH 
aiTumeo the authority of protestor of the kingdom, begin* 
fling his adminiftration with a necellary a£{ of popularity, 
iwhich endeared him to the people. He lowered the taxes, 
and redrelled all thofe grievances againft which the peafants 
Jiad loudly clamoured, and with great reafon ^ 

CHRIS T/JN'hzd no fooner fet footin Denmark^ than A. D. 
he bcganlcvying numerous forces for the recovery of Sweden. 146^. 
He was attended by moft of the fenators and nobility of that Heretume 
3>^io^, who either accompanied him in his flight, or went rmtba 
over to him, on the bifhop's declaring himfelf protedor. penverful 
When he had aflfembled a powerful army, he began his tarp^^ and 
march, with full expcSation of reduciug the prelate, who U dejeated 
commanded only a rabble of peafants, without the counte- 
nance of a fingle fenator, except Eric Nelfin. But he foon 
|)erceived ^hat ability and courage could effed with an uh'- 
tiifciplined mob againft the moft numerous forces. He found 
the roads broken down and blockaded with huge trees^ and 
peafants difperfed among the wbods to gall his troops with 
their arrows. Still, however, he pufhed on, and was at 
length attacked, with fuch fury, by the biihop in perfon^ 
that unable to withftand his efforts, he fied precipitatelyt 
with the relicks of his army, to Stockholm^ leaving behind a 
great number of dead, wounded, and prifoners. 

All this while the city and citadel oi StocUnbn vrttt. 
blocked up. Katil IK)W purfued the king, and again inveft^ 
ed the capital, puihing the fiege wi^h fuch fpirit, that Ckri'f 
Jiian waa a fecond time forced to abandon it. During the 
iiege, the peafants of Dalia and Upland wrote to the fenate, 
that they w6uld no longer acknowledge Chriftian for their 
king, becaufe he was neither lawfully elcSed, the people 
not having been confulted, nor had he governed agreeable 
to the laws of the realm. They declared their refolt^tion to 
recal the late king Charles^ as in all ages Sweden had been 
in the form of a monarchy, and not that of a kind of repub-^ 
lie, under the direction of a prote£);or. Accordingly am* (Ijjjiif^ 
bafladors were fent from bi(hop Kctil and the peafants, in* CanptibQ 
viting Charles to the kingdom ; a reaueft fo agreeable to the recalkd^ 
king's inclinations, that he complied with thejf wiflles, 
without fcruple or hefitation* Putting himfelf at ,the head 
of fome forces he levied in Poland and me city of Dantzicy he 
fet out for Sweden, and on his arrival had the city of Stoci^ 
holm put into his hands. He was Acknowledged king with 
loud acclamations and general teftirhomes of joyj andh($ - 

folemnlv 
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foletnnly promifed henceforward to govern in fuch a man- 
ner as would merit the ftrongeft return* of aflFedtion.^ 

He commenced his adminiflration with fome ads of ge-^ 
nerofity, in fetting at liberty the grand marefchal oi Denmark j 
and other noble prifoners, that proved difpleafing to bifhop 
Katily who thought of exchanging them for the archbifhop, 
ftill prifoner in Copenhagen^ or of having them ranfomed at a 
great price. Difappointed in thefe expe3ations, he kept 
<no meafures, but purfued the (hips in which the prifoners 
, were embarked, and brought them back to Sweden. At 
length, however, he confented to their releafe, on condition 
that the archbiihop obtained his liberty, and that peace fhould 
be concluded between the two kingdoms. At the fame 
.time, he entered into a fecret engagement with. king 
Chriftian^ to reftore him to the throne of Sweden^ provided 
he would again take the archbifliop and himfelf into favour^ 
and allow Charles Canutfon 2l province for his mainte- 
nance (A). 

All thefe conditions, were readily granted by king 

Chriftian^ wl^o immediately fet the archbifliop at liberty, 

treated him fplendidly, and conftituted him governor of 

Swedpi^ with orders to all the governors of fortrefTes and caftles 

to acknowledge him in that quality. He likewife charged 

him with power to grant a general amnefty ; and laftly, he 

fent him with a numerous retinue to that kingdom, fully 

alTured it could not afford room for him and king Charln 

t6ge|:her.* 

A. D. Bishop KJTIL hearing of the archbilhop's arrival, fet 

I465* out to meet him, and contrive meafures for the expullion of 

' that prince he fo lately placed on the throne, with the moft fo- 

lemn proteftations or eternal fidelity. Their emiflaries were 

difpatched to every part of the kingdom, to draw the people 

to their fide. The public taxes were lowered, and every 

«.. thing done that could engage their affedions. They pro-? 

Chafles f^^^d themfelves equally enemjes to Chrijiian and to Charles^ 

hefiesed in ^"^ friends only to liberty and the conftitution 5 they apr- 

§tock- pointed four governors in Sweden^ afSgned Finland for the 
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(A) The Danijh hidorians from a principle of juflice^ fi ndv 

take no notice of this fecret ing that he had been mifre* 

treaty ; and Meurfius^ in ' parti- prefented to him, and grofly 

cular, alledgesy that Chriftian^ calumniated. Meurf, Fit, Chrif^ 

on hia return to Denmark, fet the tiaut /. ZJ* 
(U-chbiihQp 4t libi?rty> merely 

3 maintenancie 
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^^inteoance of king Charks^ took all his officers prifonersi 
aflembled troops, and laid fiege to Stockholm, Charles not 
^cbufing to hazard a f^^gt, Tallied out with all his forces, and 
gave battle to tjie prelates. Much depended on the iffue 'of 
tjie engagement, and botli iid/ss fought with that fury, 
yrhich might bp expefted from men in defpair. The field 
vvzs ftrewed with dead jbodies, a^d the ear gunned with the 
ihrieks and moans of thofe, who, difabled by their 
wounds, from moying to a place of fafety, were trampled 
pn equally by friends and enemies. In a word, after 9ne of 
the moft bloody aSions that ever was fought, viflory dc- He/allies 
clared for the archbifhop, though Charles m2idt good hi$ re- out and U 
^treat without being purfued. Soon after, however, the de/eatedf 
JDaUcqrlians^ who were marching to his aflifiance, were x^ 
pulfed by the enemy, which entirely turned the (bale, obliged 
the unfortunate monarch to put himfelf in the.pow.er of the 
haughty prelates, and by ^ formal declaration renounce all 
pretenfions to the crown of Sweden^ to which he fwpre 
never morcto afpire, and eveij not to accept of it were it prof- 
fcrrpd (A). . 

The archbifhop, now matter of the ^hole kingdom, was Jj^ ^^. 
i^ the zenith of his power, unoppofed by all, except Nils nouncestl$ 
Sture^ the intimate friend of CharleSy who gave"ihe prelate crtntm. 
abundance of trouble, and artfully efcaped all the tra^s laid 
for him. He was indeed forced to retire to Finland^ under 
the proteftipn of Eric Axelfon^ governor of Wihurgh \ but 
they both ventured to appear at the next diet, and boldly ; 

Impeached the prelate's conduS. Their accufation producing 
nothing but opprobious language from the hai^ghty archbi* 
(hop, S/«r^. retired to Gejlricia^ where he put to death feverail 
of the magiftrgtes appointed by the prelate. Here were laid 
f he fparjf:s of that civil war which oroke out foon after with 
vehemence. Certain it is, that the archbifhop thought of 
nothing lefs than recalling Chrijiian^ or his opponents than 
reftoring Charles. The names of thefe princes were . ufed 
only as a cloak to their own deftgns. The fpirit of anarchy 
tpok pofleffion of every breaft ; and while each demanded 
for himfelf the fupreme ai^thorlty, the conftitution went to 



(A) Inflead of the whole pro- 
vince of Fi^andi only the for- 
trefs of Ra/ehur^hj with its ap- 
pendages, were afUgned for his 
maintenance. Difficulties arofe 
aboQt the furrender of Rafe- 
^urgbt which obliged the king 
|0 Uv(^ for 1^ l^holf {^^ at 



Alot without any revenue to 
fupport his houfhold. Hencf 
he was forced to ^ontra^ debts, 
that involved him in great dif- 
ficulties ; and fo mean was the 
archbifliop, that be refafed to 
lend him five hundred crowns. 
Loccen, lib* v. 
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wreck, and all government and good order was wholly neg« 
Icacd K 
• A '^^ quiet the outcry raifed againft him, the archbifhdp 

^f}^ ^^^^ * folemn oath in prcfence of the people, that all the re- 

hr ad P^^^^ fpread to injure his reputation, and ruin him in the 
^ f-'f' ' opinion of the people, were falfe and groundlcfs ; and that 
&rat9r ^^ ^^^ taken upon him the office of regent with no other 
*^ * view than the public good, and to pave the way to the elec- 
tion of a fovereign. He alfo declared, that he feized on the 
caftle and palace of the late bifhop oli Lincoping^ only to put 
it into the hands of that perfon whom the ftates fhould 
think fit to raife to the dignity either of king or adminf- 
flrator. After this public declaration, he called a diet to 
meet at Walftenar^ where, after much altercation, Eric Jx^ 
elfin was chofen adminiftrator, and the archbifhop was forced 
to furrender to him> the capital, and all the fortreiles of the . 
kingdom, though Axelfin was ftrongly in th^ intereft of king 
Charles^ his brother-in-law, and tne irttimate friend of 
Nils Sture^ both fworn enemies to the prelate '• 

NILS STURE advanced, in the mean time, tt> 
Wejleraas^ at the head of a conflderable body of forces, de- 
claring every where, that he would reftor^ king Charles, He 
was oppofed by Eric Nelfin^ who marched to give him battle, 
. .. which was prevented by the interpofition of the admini- 
M ctvu ftrator. By the treaty concluded on this occafion, Weftef^ 
T'^t aas was furrendered to Nils Sture^ to the great diffatis- 
* fa£tion of the archbifhop. It only (kinned over the fore, 
without aiFeSing a radical cure. The mutual refentment of 
both parties was rather inC^enced by this fuppreffion^ 
which enabled it to burft forth with redoubled violence, on 
the firft opportunity that ofFered, Two powerful fadions 
Thgkinz' ^^^^ formed 5 the one headed by the archbifliop, ^Er/V Nelfiny 
dom di' ^rotte CarlfoHy Tver Green^ Eric Carlfon^ John Scwolie^ and 
^vided into ^^^^ Fadergon^ fupported by an infinity of gentry and ma- 
ttvo/ac* giftrates of towns, who were altogether unacquainted with 
tiofu. the views and defigns of their fuperiors ^. 

Thb leaders of the other faftions were, Eric Axelfin^ ad- 
miniftrator of Sweden, Tvar Axelfin, his brother, governor 
of the ifle of Gothland, Nils Stttre, Steen Sture, Birger Trolhy ' 
Gii/lavus Carlfin, Knot Pojfe, and the city of Stockholm^ 
whofe profeffions were, that they would defend the king- 
dom againft the ufurpation of aH foreigners, and either 
maintain the adminiftrator in his authority, or reftore king 
Charles. This might be called the country-party, and was 

^ Anot. cicat* ibid. ^ PuprEND. p. ajj. a Id, ibid. 
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efpouftd as fuch by a majority of the peafants and cotnmoii 
people. It is unconceivable to what a pitch of fury their 
r^fentment grew ; nothing but maflacres were heard of in 
every quarter of the kingdom. The peafants and mecba* 
xiics fell upon each other juft as 'they happened to efpoulb 
one pr the other fide, and gave no quarter ; in a word, thofe 
cruel wars, which for the fpace of a century diftraSed Italy, 
and made the names Guilfznd Gbibellim famous in hiftory, 
W^re not conducted with more rancour or violence of party- 
fpirit, than the preient divifions in Sweden^. 

Several advantages were gained by the adminiftrator's Tbearch* 
party ^ notwithftanding which the archbifhop collected fo hifiopdiesf 
powerful an army, that he laid fiege to Stockholm^ and would ^^d bis 
probably have taken it, had not Yvar Axelfdn dcfesited Eric f^^ty^f^ 
NelfoTiy in Nericia^ and then marched to his brother's relief ;/^^'^^* 
while Steen Sture^ after worfting Eric Carlfsn^ was iA full 
march for the fame purpofe. But neither thefe difappoint- A. D« 
ments, nor the archbilhop's death, could break, the fpirit of l\f>T* 
the faction, which feemed to grow with its lofles. Af- 
femblingall their troops, they now determined upon Coming 
to a -decifive batt}e with the adminiftrator, who upon his 
fide did not decline it. After a violent confli£l vi£tory de* 
dared for the latter, and the enemy were cut in pieces, ex- 
cept fome that were made prifoners, and a few who efcaped. 
At laft the people, wearied and exhaufted with troubles, ex- 
pences, and cruel wars, which feemed to have no obje£t in 
view, but the deftru£tion of the kingdom, demanded the re- 
floration of king Charles. In faft, that prince was recalled 
and forced from his retreat in Finland^ by the adminiftrator, •^'•/ 
who put Stockholm, and the fortrefles of the kingdom, in hiS'^***?J" 
bands ; but Eric Nelfm, and Eric Carlfon, ftiU refufed to ""''"^T '^ 
acknowledge him, faying, that they could not think of re- ^ ^ ^'"'^^^ 
placing the crown on the head of a prince who had foleinnly 
renounced it, and fworn that he never would accept it. 
This declaration they fupported with force of arms and 
treachery ; for taking advantage of a peace concluded for 
five days with Charles^ juft as the armies were ready to en- 
gage, Eric Carlfin fell upon him before the time was expired^ 
ana defeated him •. 

According to Puffendorf^ king Chri/lian^ all this while^ 
kept aloof, fufpe<5ting that both parties had their own par- 
ticular interefts more at heart, than the refloration of either 
prince. He was befides employed in defending Iceland from 
the' Englijh^ and in certain difputes about Slefwick with the 

• » PtTFFSND. p. 24T. ♦• P. 260. 
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earl of Oldenlmrgh ; but thefe are fa6ls which we io not firia 
mentioned by any other hiftorian. On the contrary, P^n^ 
idnusj Meurjius^ and all the Danijh writers cxpr^fsly affirm, 
that his Danijb majefty vigoroufly affifted the archbifbop's 
fa£tion, nflade incurfions into Hallahd in the year 14689 
where he took Schwijburgh and other fortreffe^i and twcf 
years after obtained a fignal viftory over Yvar Axelfon^ ia the 
plains oiHarling. So decifive was this aftion, that the ad- 
ihiniftrator's party engaged to bring the ftates to confent ta 
ChriJiiarCs reftoration, and fend ambaiTadors to Ltibec to ad- 
juft the terms. Chrtfliarty much difpofed to peace, figned a 
treaty with them, relying upon the fincerity of their pro- 
mifes ; but finding himfelf made the dupe of their artifice^ 
and that the ambafladors they promifed ilever came to- Zm- 
hecy he again had recourfe to arms '. 
Oirlibn \ AFTEk the advantage Carlfon obtained over the king, he 
defeated, was marching to lay fiege to Stockhohriy when Nils and Steen 
• Stun gave him battle, and defeated him witK fuch lofe, that 
^' ^* believing he could not be fafe in Sweden^ he retired to Den-' 
H7^- tnarky where he pi^opofed feveral fchemes to Chrijiian^ all 
of which he affirmed were prafticable. To comply with hh 
importunity, that prince entered Weft Gothland^ and ^was 
laying fiege to Darejiein, in the depth of winter. Where thtf 
two Stures fell upon him, defeated, and obliged him to re- 
tire to Denmark y with great precipitation ^. 
-J , -. The fame year king Charles died at Stockholtn, on the 17th 
jl^^ ^ of .M/y, and perceiving his diflfolution approaching, fur- 
Cwlcs rendered the city of Stockholm to Steen Sturdy hisr nephew^ 
who had always affifted him with the utmoft fidelity. The 
nobility immediately fent' letters to the members of their 
body refiding in Denmark^ acquainting them of the king's 
deathj and urging them to return, in order to eleft a new 
king, or by any means eftabliflj the tranquillity of the king- 
dom. To this Eric Carlfon anfwered, thkt he would ac- 
knowledge no mafter but Criftian^ already duly and lawfully 
Declara- elefled. While Carlfon was bringing forces to fupport the 
tions of treaty of Calmar^ and the union of the three kingdoms, the 
loth par- Dalecarlians were publifliing declarations, that they would 
//#f, never fubmit to any other mafter than Steen Sture^ for 

whom they would hazard their lives and fortunes. Eric and 
Yvar Axelfon clofed in with the Dalecarlians^ and wrote letters 
to the magiftrates and burghers, as well as the garrifon in the 
citadel oVStockholm, exhorting them to ftand firmly to their 
engagements with Steen Sture. In a word, they behaved 

P LoccEN. lib. V. p. 15^ ^ Id. ibid. 
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themfelves fo vigoroufly, that Steen'Sture was aSuj^lly chofefi 
adfntniftrator in a kind of diet affcmbled at Jeneckoping. This 9""™"* 
cledtion- proved highly agreeable to the Swedijh pcafants, but Jf'^^f*' 
'lerved to convince Chnjiian^ that if ever he fholild wear **^^*"* 
the crown of Sweden^ he muft gain it by force of arms and 
dint of conqueft. Immediately he equipped a fleet of fixty- 
five fail, fteered direAly for Stockholm^ and dropped anchol* 
before" the city ; but reflecting on the difficulties that would 
attend a regular fiege, he had recourfe to negotiation, which 
continued for fix days without effcdl. Criftian perceiving 
that the Swedes wanted only to gain time to lay in provi-* 
iions, landed his troops, and threatened that he would fack 
and pillage the city, whip the adminiftrator with rods, 
violate the women before the faces of their hufbands and fa- 
thers, and caftrate the men ^ with other expreffions equally 
indecent in themfelves, unbecoming the charaSer of a 
kiiig, and unfuitable to the difpofition of Chriftian (A). 
But as his menaces produced no efFeft, he marched to 
Upfalj was proclaimed king by the neighbouring peafants, 
complained bitterly of the fenate and the city of Stockholm^ 
•who he faid had nothing in view but the gratification of their 
own ambitiqn, to tyrannizfe it over their fellow fubjeSs. 
By fair promifes, and importing fait, which he fold at a low 
price, he gained the afFeftions of crowds of peafants, and 
made an impreffion on many of the gentry, who ^exe pre- ^ 
vailed on to fwear allegiance to him ''. 

After this excurfion, he returned to lay fiege to Siockhobny ' -^ 
while Stem Sture was aflembling a numerous army to relieve ^-Z^* 
it. As foon as Sture had joined a body of troops raifed by '47 '• 
his brother, he marched within two miles of 5/^^^^^/;^, and 
thence wrote to the king, that if he fought to avoid the unne- 
ceflTary effufion of blood, he would immediately raife the 
fiege and withdraw to Denmark. Chriftlan*s reply was fuch 
as produced an engagement, in which, after receiving a /^ 4efeat^i 
wound io the mouth, his Danijh majefty was defeated, fe- ij Sture. 
Vera! hundred of his foldiers drowned in attempting to fave 
themfelves on board the fleet, about 1 500 left dead in the 
field of battle, and 900 taken prifoners, atnong whom was 

' PUFFEND. p. 265. MbURS. Vlt. Joh. p. 29. 

(A) Nothing can be more to his prejudices^ and the one ce- 

diiFerent than the charaders lebrating as virtuous, tempe- 

drawn of the fame princes, by rate, and mild kings, thofe whom 

the Sfwedijh aad Danijh hifto- the others have Sigmatized as 

UKSi»i each fjptakiog according cruel and bloody tyrants. 
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iXtbttas RtrmaUf grand marefchal of Denmart. tJpcrfl th^ 
repulfe, the kio^ fet (ail for Denmark^ and found, that be* 
fides his late diigrace, he had left feveral fortreiles in Weji 
Gotl)land^ which were garrifoned in his name. In a word^ 
^Uen Sture was now fo iirinly eftablifhed, that no adual at«» 
tempt was ipade for feveral years to difturb his adoiiniftras* 
tion> although the kingdom was kept in perpetual apprehen** 
lion of an invafion from Denmark. 

From this time, to the death of CbriftlaHy which hap«* 
pened on the 21ft of May 148 1, nothing material occurs in 
the Sjvedijh hiftory. Stem Sture had fo gained the afFe£l:ion^ 
of the people, that if we may credit the Swedijb hiftorians^ 
he might frequently have obtained the crown (B) *. Se^ 
veral congreiies were held, and ambafladors from the 
three kingdoms ordered to treat about a re«union of the 
Jolm . , crowns, all of which terminated in nothing. This year 
ikBed indeed a congrefs was held at Helmftadty by the confent of 
^g ^f the three kingdoms. All men were in great expectations, 
Denmark ^j^^^ jj^e renewal of the treaty of Calmar would be the re- 
andrHor- fultofthis conference, £/tf^» 5/tfr/ had fo readily confentc4 
^*^* |o the congrefs, that he deceived all parties. , They ima- 
gined that public fpirit had gained the afcendant over am*- 
bition, and that he refolved to facriiice his own grandeur to 
the good of the ftate. But his pretended illnefs on the roadf 
as he wasgoing to attend the appointment, Mailed all theijr 
hopes. Tney now perceived he would never confent to fe^ 
the kingdom in other hands ; accordingly the Danes and 
Norwegians proceeded to elefl prince John^ the cldeft fon of 
A- D* ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^*"S Chrijlian. Immediately after this, a treaty of 
XAl^l* ^^^^^ ^^^ concluded between the three kingdoms, at Calmar | 
but ftiU the Swedes refufed to elefl: king Johny unlefs hf 
titficry of £gned and fwore to certain reftridlions, which he thought 
^^1^^?'" derogatory to his dignity. So politically, however, di4 
ntfiratiou ^fg^n Sture conduft affairs, that he avoided an open rupture 
¥ **'* with Denmark J and yet goyc^fned Sweden with all the autho-* 
*' * rity of a fovereign 'prince, notwithftanding he was furrounde4 
by enemies ^ 

TVAR AXE LSOlSf^ In particular, was his avowe^ 

enemy, on account of the adminiftrator's frequent attempts 

' to retrench his power, and wrcft the province of Finland out 

9 LoccEN. lib. V. p. 164. ♦ Id. ibid. 
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(B) The Danijh writers re- who never wa§ belowd by hli 

{refent Sture as a crafty, am- own nation* 
itiou-S) crueli andinfolentman, 
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" of his hands. Another caufe of contention was the ifle ot 
Gdthland^ whieh the adminiftrator feared he would furrender 
to the Danes^ and king yohn "wzs no lefs apprehenfive might 
fall into the hands of the adminiftrator. Tvar A^elfon reign- 
ed with uncontrouled authority, and committed piracies in 
' the Baltic^ which difgraced the Swedijh nation, as moft 
people imagined they were countenanced by the govern- * 

ment. In vain did the fenat^ and adminiftrator exhort him a Ti • 
to defift from fuch pra<3:ices, which reflected diflxondur on *« 
the whole nation. At 1 aft, the adminiftrator, accompanied ^^^7' 
by certain .fenators, defired a conference with him, which i^^r Ajft- 
Axelfon declined* They then befieged him in the citadel of elfon'/ 
Bcrkhtrlm j but he made his cCcape in the night to the ifle o( cmduSi* 
Qothland^ and, in refentmcnt of the violence offered by the 
adminiftrator, furrendered the ifland to king yohn. 

As no period of hiftory is more confufed, or more va- 
rioufly related, than the adminiftration of Steen Siure^ it 
would be equally unentertaining and ufelefs to relate fuch a 
medley of tranfacSions as occur, under diff'erent forms, in the 
different writers. Sufficient it is, that. after repeated con-* 
greffes, interviews between king Jghn and the adminiftrator, 
promifes from the latter, and great expectations on the fide 
of the fornner, the politic Sture found means to continue the 
government in his own hands for the fpace of ten years 
longer, during which there happened feveral wars with the 
Danes, In thefe he was aflifted by the Harjje towns, 
while king yohn engaged the Rujfiam to annoy Sweden^ on fhe Ruf- 
die fide** of Finland^ where they were defeated by ' Caftuie i^SLns h* 
PoJ/e. Next year they returned, and over- ran Careliay with 'z'^fVGa- 
all the fury of enraged barbarians, putting all the inhabitants rclia. 
to the fword, and laying the whole country in afties* 

To revenge thefe injuries, the adminiftrator fent Suanie 
Nelfon and Eric 'Jrolle, with an army againft the enemy, 
propofing to follow them with more nuinerous forces ; but 
being fome time detained at Stockholm^ to quiet certain fac- 
tions, formed againft him, they drove ih^ Ruffians out of 
Finland before his arrival. That his expedition might not 
be altogether loft, he determined to make an irruption into 
Rujfta ; but Suante Nelfon refufed to accompany him, which 
fo incenfed Sture ^ that he ftigmatifed him for a coward. 
On their return to Stockholm, to attend the diet, Ntjfon com- X^Vl^^ 
plained loudly of the grofs affront put upon him by the ad-, ^ ?^ 
miniftrator, and juftified his own conduct by fuchreafons as ^ 

obliged the diet to declare him innocent. From this time 

" Vid. oar account of D^mnori, in the preceding volume. 
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Nelfon vowei revenge, and exerted all his abilities, to have 
the adminiftrator removed, engaging in his interefl the 
archbilhop of Up/al and all the clergy, who had fdr fome 
time paft exprelfed an inclination to fee the three crowns 
united. This produced a <;onference between the adml* 
Sture/j niftrator and fenate, jn* which they upbraided him whk 
^rrrtfy^^/ ^ having occafioned numberlefs lofTes and djfgraces to the 
thejenat^ realm ; with having governed the kingdom in a defpotic 
manner, without confulting or advifing with the fenate j 
A. D. and laftly, they highly blamed htm for not having beftow- 
1497. ^^ Fifdand^ as a crown-fief, on fome perfon whofe vaioor 
and power would enable him, and his intereft induce him 
to proted it againft the Ruffians •*. 
Hejufttfies In anfwer to this accufation, Sture endeavoured to prove^ 
him/elf. that his adminiflr^tion had been eminently fervice^ble to the 
kingdom; and t6 demonftrate, that the government of 
kings, and particularly the union of Calmar, had almoft 
brought ruin on the nation. He reprefented, th^t king 
ycbn had unjuftly feized on the i0and of Gothland^ and 
treated the reft of the kingdom of Sweden with great diiL 
refpe^t. He 'accufcd the fenate of ingratitude, for endea-^ 
vouring to deprive him of the adminiftration of the ftate^ 
which he had refcued from tyranny, and defended under (a 
many dangers and difficulties. In a word» he gave them to 
underftand, that his commiiiion depended not bn the will of 
the fenate, but of the whole people aflembled in a general 
diet. 
ney come When the fenate perceived that Siure was refolved t(^ 
io an open maintain his poft, they depofed him with one voice, and 
rupture, took from him the adminiftration. This obliged him to 
fhut himfelf up in the citadel, where next day he was join^p 
ed by 600 horfc out of FirAand^ With this body.he traverfed 
' the kingdom, to engage the people on his fide^ and levy 

forces, bitterly accuiing the rafhnefs or treachery of the fe* 
nate, who would introduce a foreign power into the king- 
dom, to ruin, opprefs, and enflave the Swedijh nation. ¥U 
nally the two parties came to an open ruptui'e ; and Siurtre» 
fufed all terms of accommodation, or admitting any propo» 
litions whatever, until the fenate ibould firft acknowledge 
him as adminiftrator, and take an oath of fidelity to him m 
that capacity ®. 

To remedy at once all thefe diforders, the fenate fent to 
demand the proteftton of yohn^ king df Denmark^ at that 
time committing horrid ravages in the neighbourhood of 

* LoccEN. Bb.y. « Puefend. p, 2^0.. 
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Xiahtmr and the ifle of Oeland. John immediately fent t 
Ixxiy of troops to oppofe the adminiftrator, who had arrefted 
.the biibop of Linc&ping^ and was J^efieging the archbiihop in 
VpfoL In the mean time he took Calmar and Borkholm^ 
where he was proclaimed king, 1)y Nils Boofon and Afmund 
TroIIif in the name of the fenate and nobility; Then fteer- Kingjohn 
iitg his courfe to Stockholm^ he debarked his forces, and kid in<vadet 
ficge to the city. Sture's fortune began now to wear a dif- Sweden, 
ferent afpec^. He had got together a confiderable army, but 
(uftained a variety of repulfes, and at length a total defeat, ^^"^® ^'* 
near Rotebroo, Is^otwichftanding the check received on thisf^^^^^* 
occa0on, the faithful and brave Dalecarlians encouraged him 
once more to try his fortune in the field. Attacking the 
king's army at Nordelmabnj a very bloody battle was fought,and 
Sturc was again defeated. Defpairing then of being able to 
mske head againft y^^;;, the adminiftratoriigned a. treaty^ 
whereby he acknowledged him king of Sweden^ agreeable to 
the union of Calmar ; had Finland^ the Two Bothnias^ the city 
of Niceping^ and ibme other lands and cities affigned for his 
maintenance I was fully difcharged from being called to ac-* 
count for his paft condu£i:, and taken into the king's favour. 
HiS majefly engaged Siure to exert his influence with the 
Dakcarliansy to acknowledge him king ; at firft they refufed^ 
but were brought to confent, on condition that the late ad- 
ininiftrator ibould have the government of fVeJieraas^ Burg^ 
Jkgen^ and the province of Dalia. 

STOCKHOLM wzs now furrendered to king John, Jolifi/ro. 
and he was immediately crowned king of Sweden* The ci- claimed 
vil war would feem to be extinguifhed, and all the difcordant ^J^S ^ 
members of the ftate again reunited to the body. Some Sweden, 
writers alledge, that when the ceremony of the Coronation 
was finilhed, y<^n afked his privy council, if any of the 
forms were wanting ? To which one of them anfwered, 
^' Nothing but a gibbet, to hang up certain Swedes ;" a hint 
that was afterwards purfued to his coft by Chrijiiah^ but re- 
jeded, with indignation, hy Johny who exprefled the fatif- 
fadion he would have in feeing evil counfellors fufpended 
td the gibbet they advifed .ere£ltng. In a word, he fo 
guncd upon the feqate, and ingratiated himfelf with 
all the nobility, that they not only appointed his {on Chrif" 
tian his fuccefibr, but gave his majefty the difpofal of ail 
^ces, in whatever manner he thought proper ^. 

Aptes. fettling the (late of the kingdom, John fet out for 
Dmmark j and the archbifhop of Upfd^ and feveral of the 

^ Pvr#aKD. p. 284. 
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nobility, who hated Steen Sture^ embraced this opportunity 
of ruining him. They accufed him of crimes committed 
during his adminiftratton \ but the general pardon he ob- 
tained, under his majefty's hand and feal, obliged them to 
go another method to work. The archbifhop engaged the 
pope on his fide, and imagining he might commit the moft 
horrid and flagrant crimes under the fan6tion of Chri/i*s 
vicar, endeavoured, by feveral ftratagems, to aflaifinate 
Sture. To fuch a pitch did he carry his refentmcnt for 
fome injury done him by the adminiftrator, that the Danes 
themfelves were aftonifhed at the animofity and rancour of 
fellow- fubje£ts, and the king endeavoured to heal their divi- 
^fions by an accommodation. 

This year yohn returned to Stockholm^ where he had his 

queen Chrifiina crowned, and Oerebro^ with the provinces of 

His queen }fgrkia^ IVermelGnd^ and Dalia^ affigned to fupport the ex- 

froclaim- ponces of her houfliold. For the firft years of this prince's 

* «««^ reign, Sweden enjoyed perfect tranqiiillity, and the admi- 

cronxne . '^y^^^xvm was condudted with great prudence and modera- 

' tion. "John was in his difpofition eafy, foiigiving, brave, and 

open; bu,t, mifled by his favourites, he fuffered himfelf to be 

fleered to thofe fhoals ,on which his predecefTors had foun- 

.dered. - He complained of the fcantinefs of the revenue to 

fupport his dignity 5 he forced from Steen Sture fome of thefe 

provinces granted to him by the treaty between them ; be 

deprived feveral other perfons of fiefs, which he had granted 

* A. D. to them the year before 5 and thefe he either kept in bis own 

hands, or difpofed of to German and Danijh minions. 

Thofe who were inftrumentd in elevating him to the 

comes odi' throne, were rewarded greatly beneath their expectations. 

cus to the I'hey even had lefs credit with him, than with the admini- 

Swedes. . ftrator they removed. Still, however, they murmured in 

fecret, and durft not put up their complaints to the throne, 

or make them public to the people, lefi they fbould be taxed 

with ficklenefs and inconfiancy. However, when intelligence 

was received of the king's unfortunate expedition agaihft the 

DithmarJianSy they began to talk more openly, and difcover 

thofe feeds of difcontent, which hitherto lay concealed. 

Each exclaimed againft the king!s ingratitude, and afpired at 

efFed^ing a change in the goverhment, and faid aloud, that 

if one little province could ifhake off obedience to John^ and 

foil all his endeavours to fubdue it, what muft all Sweden be 

' able to eiFe<Sl, when united, and unanimous in one de- 
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S TU R E was at the bottom of thefc murmurings. He Commou- 
artfully fomented the people's difcontent, with a vie\y \o ons fo 
the recovery 9f his former dignity, the lofs of which he had mented By 
teen ktn to lament with tears. It is even faid, that he Sture. 
plucked his beard, gnaflied Kis teeth, and Chewed extreme 
defpair, at jfohns coronation j but it is probable, that the 
provinces wrefted from him was th^ firft occaAon of his 
diflatisfaSion. 

These commotions required the king's immediate pre- 
fence. On his arrival, he entered into meafurcs with the 
ienate for crufliing them in the birth ; but all their endea- 
vours were to nopurpofe. Matters were now gone too far, 
Sieen Sture^ Suante Sture^ with feveral other nobility, came 
.to Stockholm^ attended by 700 gentlemen, their valfals and 
sidherents, and prefented a remonftrance containing all their . 
grievances. For fix days this remonftrance was under con- 
fideration. Negotiations were fet on foot, but nothing was 
determined. Both fides, however, counterfeited : the king 
pretended to be fatisfied with the fair promifes made by the 
malercontents, and they would feem to put confidence in the 
affurances given bv his majefty ; while, at the fame time, 
each heartily hated, defpifed, and diftrufted the other. 

When Si\ire had formed a party which he l}elieved fufE- -^ ^'^^ 9f 
cient, he aflfembled all his friends at Wadftena\^ and folemnly griei;ances 
' renounced his allegiance to king john^ openly declaring '^'"^'*^. 
himfelf his enemy ; nor were there wanting plaufible rea- ^^^^^^^^i' 
fons to juftify this conduft. John had not fulfilled the treaty 
of Calmar ; he had not terminated the differences about 
^ Gothland 'y he made grants of the fiefs of the kingdom to fo- 
reigners ; he carried into Denmark all the wealth of Sweden j 
with an hundred other violations, which compolfed the fub- 
flanee of the remonftrance. 

yOHNiio fooner read their complaints, than he per- John Jets 
ceived, from the fpirit of the writing, that he could remain out for 
no longer in fecurity in Sweden: leaying the queen in the Den- 
citadel of Stockhobn^ with a ftrong garrifon, he fet out for mark. 
Denmark^ hoping, by the afliftance of the archbifhop, to 
appeafe thefe murmurings, without proceeding to extremi- 
ties. The king's departure was a fignal to the malecon- 
tents to begin their operations. They laid fiege to Oerehro^ 
and foon reduced it. Next Sture invefted Stockholm with all 
his forces ; and had not advanced far in his operations, be- 
fore the magiftrates demanded a truce, in order to come to • 
an accommodation. This was granted ; and in the mean 
time the garrifon fet fiie to the fuburbgj which fo incenfed 
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th^ burghers, that they opened the gates to Sturij who then 
began his approaches againfl the citadel. 

J O UN now perceived, that the ftrength of his enensiet 
exceeded his expedations. He lilcewife faw the bifhopd 
drop oflF from his party, and join the enetny ; he thought it 
therefore advifable to write to Steen Sture^ offering to appeal 
before a diet, to juftify his condudt, and refute all the ca^ 
lumnies thrown out againft him. But Sture^ looking upon 
the propofals as an artifice to gain time, reje<^ed them, and 
was immediately after declared adminiftrator^ 
A. D. The (lege of the citadel of Stockholm continued for the 
1503. whole winter, though the feverity of the weather rendered 
Tb^ queen the approaches of the befiegers flow and difficult. On the 
hefiegndin approach of fpring, the adminiftrator gave a general aflault. 
Stock- which the queen fuftained with extraordinary intrepidity 5 
hoiin^ but bm- perceiving preparations making for ftorming a fecond 
ts forced to ^^^^^ j^gr garrifon being reduced to a handful, and provifxons ^ 
cafttuUtff, falling (hort, (he capitulated, on condition of being permit- 
ted to pafs to Denmark. All the reft of the garrifon was 
madeprifoners of war ; and Sturej in dire6t violation of the 
articles of capitulation, ordered her majtfty to be arrefted^ 
and confined in themonaftery of JFadftena^ tilh the following 
year. John appeared with a ftrong fleet before Stockholm 
three days after the citadel was furrendered, and was forced 
to return without attempting to land. It was alledged in- 
deed, that, enamoured of the fuperior charms of a miftrefs^ 
^ he (irfl: negle6led relieving Stodholniy and then obtaining the 
queen's liberty. 
Death of The adminiftrator pufhed his fuccefs. The caftlc of 
Steen Eljhurgb was taken, and reduced to aihes, the peafants 
Stare. cruelly malTacring Eric Erickfon^ who commanded the gar- 
A. D. rifon. On the other hand, the Danijh army, led by phnce 
15 1 4. Chriftiarti made an irruption into Ea/t Goihlandy burnt Oe^ 
refieen^ and committed terrible ravages ; Sweden fuiFering 
equally under the hands of her friends and her enemies. 

STEEN S TUR E was now mafter of all the fortreflta 
of the kingdom, except Calmar and Borkholm^ which the 
Icing found means to relieve. A treaty was fet*on foot 
by the regency of Luhec and cardinal Raimond^ by which her 
• majefty was releafed. The adminiftrator paid her the com- 
pliment of feeing her fafe to the frontiers, and on his retura 
was taken ill at Jenekopingy where he died ; a circumftance 
^ that greatly afFe&ed his party, and rendered a meeting of the 

diet neceflary ^. 

i 'Vbrtot. Revpl. p. 71* ^ Locobn, fib* t. Pvpfekd. ibid. 
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GreA'-t debates arofe in the diet, whether, 5^^«fliouM Dehatts in 
be recalled, or the government piit into the. hands of Suante the dint «• 
^eijan Sture^ who had performed, very fignal fcrvices to the houtaju^p 
kingdom, and was, befides, defcended of an ancient royal ^^'•* 
fkmily. The latter opinion prevailed, and Suanie Sture was 
cleded proteftor by a great majority of voices. The city of 
Stockholm^ and all the other fortrefles of the realm, were put 
into his hands. The war now recommenced between 
Stveden and Denmark y and the new adminiftrator began his 
operations by attempting to relieve Calmar znA Borkholm. ^^^ ^^ 
The former was befieged by the biihop of Lincoping^ and ^^*^^^ 
taken by affault; after which, a fufpenfion'of hoftilities for ^ , , 
three months was agreed upon : at the expiration of which, J^^^^ * 
it was propofed a congrefs {hould meet at Caimar^ to termi- ^^/^^^ 
nate all differences ami(5ably. 

On the day appointed for this conference, John appeared 
with a powerful fleet before the city, with fuch. appearances 
of hoftility, as prevented the Stvedifi commiffioners from at- 
tending. One would imagine, from the indignation the 
king exprefled at their condu£l:, that his own was perfectly 
fair and honeft. He upbraided them, with perfidy, and a 
breach of the moft folemn engagements. He attributed their 
abfence to their guilt, and fear of reiting their caufe on an 
impartial trial. In confequence, he condemned them to lofe 
their eftates, to be degraded from th,eir honours and digni- 
ties, with ieveral other puniihments, which the Swedijh 
fenate defpifed, becaufe he had not the power to intHQt 
theni ^. . 

yOHN^ however, proceeded to put his fentence in ex- Johneon^ 
ccution in part. He feized upon all the eiFe£ts of the Swedijh ffiates the 
lords in Denmark^ and got the emperor to ratify his verdidl, eftates of 
and baniih the Swedes out of Germany. He likewife gave a certain 
general licence to his fubjefis, to cruize and commit all forts Swediih 
of depredations and piracies upon the Swedljb coafts and ^^* 
commerce. The ifle of Gothland proved of the utmoft de- 
triment to Sweden on this occaffon. It was the mod conve- 
nient i^ndezvous for the pirates, who covered the Baltic. 
with their fhips, and diftrefled Sweden more than the king ■ 
could by the mofl: formidable invafion. To complete the 
mifery of this unhappy kingdom, the adminiftrator incurred Suante 
the difpleafure of pope JuUus IL who threatened to excom* ^ture, /^^ 
niunicate him, and lay the v^^hole kingdom under an inter- ^^^f*'" 
diAion ; a fentence which, in thofe days, was dreaded as the*^'^ 7h'^" 
ttioft terrible of atlpunifiiments : yet fo high was the fpirit of ^^^^»^ ^^^^ 

f LOCCEN'. lib. ttl. 
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party arrived, that even the pope's menaces were difregarj-* 
ed, and the adminiftrator entered upon the moft vigorous 
Tern He enterprises againft 'Denmark. Schonen and Bleking were in- 
iepreda- vaded, and dreadful ravages committed^ hof^ilities that 
tions com- -^ere revenged by ih^ Danes ^ who fudd en ly entering F/«- 
pittted hj i^^j^ burnt Jbo. In the fame manner they treated CaJlU^ 
j^ hoven, in the province of Oeland^ and Ladefe in Wefl Goib^ 

Thus both countries were laid defolate, and the inhabi- 
tants ruined, without either party's deducing the fmalleft ad- 
vantage from fuch barbarities. It was this that forced them 
both to confent to a negotiation, which, however, ended 
without efFefting the accommodation propofcd. John would 
• liften to no terms, unlefs the Swedes accepted ot himfelf or 
his fon Chriftian for king ; or at lead pay a certain yearly 
fum of moneyj in acknowledgment of his fovereignty. 
• Many of the adminiftrator's friends reliflied this laft propo- 
fal, as the damage done to their fhipping amounted to dou- 
ble the fum demanded ; but the majority rejefted it, as a 
conceflion that would refledl difgracc on a free nation. Yet I 
A treaty after all, deputies were fent to Malmoe, and a bargain ftruck 
fonciudedf up with John^ whereby he promifed to refrain from all hofti- I 
lities, on Sweden*s paying him 13,000 filver marks annually, 
until fuch time as the kingdom was furrendered to him or | 
his fon **• \ 

A« f). ' This treaty, however, produced nothing ; the deputies 
1509. exceeded their commiffion, and the fenate refufed to ratify 
The Senate what they had ifigned. It is certain, that they w.ere parti- 
nfufei to cularly inftrufted to offer no money, unlefs John consented 
r^fify it, to reftore the iflands of Gothland zwA Oeland^ and the city of 
Calmafy which the king exprefsly refufed. On this ac- 
count the war was renewed ; and the Swedes, tnttxti upon 
it with more vigour, as the adminiftrator had formed an al- 
liance with the regency of Lubec^ who engaged to fupport 
him with all their power. He likewife concluded aj>eaco 
• for fixty years, with the czar George Belimy whereby the 
Ruffians were tied up from entering into any engagements 
with Denmark^ to the -prejudice of Sivederiy during th^t 
period*. 

The Luheckers commenced hofiilities againft Denmark'% 
by pillaging Borkholm^ Langland^ Pal/ire^ Lalanpiy Werm^ and 
the coafts of Blektng and' Halland. Their fleet was nume- 
rous, and they fpread terror and defolation wherever they 
^ppe^red. Tht, Swedes^ likewife, retppk. Calmar and Borl(* 

f Lqppsv. Ub. iii. > Idem. ibid.. ^ Puffbnd. p. zg\^ 
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Jjolm ; tke king being kept fo employed by the Lubec fleet, 
as rendered it impoffible for him to relieve thofe cities, how- 
ever important they were. To, get rid of fo formidable an 
enemy, John granted the regency fuch favourable conditions, 
that they concluded a feparate peace, leaving Sweden to 
fight her own battles. Upon this the Danes invaded Weft 
Gothland^ and advancing to Skara^ put all the inhabitants 
to.the fword, and laid the country in afhes: but the ap- 
proach of the Swedijh army prevented their penetrating 
'farther ; nay, obliged them to retreat with precipitation, 
^nd to leave Schonen and Halland expofed to their ravages. A. D. . 

In the mean time Suante Sture refigned his laft breath, 1512. 
after a Abort illncfs, at Wefteraas. He had governed the Death of 
kingdom, with great prudence, for thefpace of eight years, Suante 
amidfl: perpetual wars ; and his death, far from putting an Siurc. 
end to the public confufion, feemed rather to increafe 
the divifions in the fenate, introducing a fre/b fubjeft of 
contention, the eleftion of a prince or govtrnor. All the Debate d- 
young nobility were for putting the adminiftration into the ^cutajuc^ 
hands of the fon of Steen Sturey who was greatly beloved by ^W^^* 
the people, *not only out of refpefl: to his father's memory, 
but on account of bis own good qualities, and the fervices he 
had done the flate. On the contrary, the archbifliop, the 
"bilhops, and all the old fenators and nobility, caft their 
eyes on Eric TroUe^ a man whofe age, experience, and vCif- 
dom feemed to juftify their choice : but theftates o^ Sweden^ 
exhaufted and ianguifliing under the long and bloody wars 
carried on againft Denmark^ refolved to reftore peace upon 
any terms ; for which purpofe, they deputed bifhop Mathew 
o{ Regnevc to Malmoey to accommodate matters with king ' 

yohn, T»he feparate peace concluded by the Lubeckers with 
Venmarky as well as the fpecious promifes of that monarch, 
greatly forwarded this refolution **. 

Opff the following year a diet was held at Siockhaniy in A. D. 
confequence' of the determination of the ftates 5 and the 1513. 
Swedes were cpnflrained to accept of oneof thefe thiee condi- 
tions : I ft. Either to acknowledge king John or his fon Chrif^ 
tian for their fpvereign 5 2dly, To pay a fum of money annu- 
ally to that prince ; or, laftly, Should they refufe to accede 
to either of the preceding conditions, to fubmit to the deci- 
fion of the Hanfe towns, who took upon them to mediate a 
peace, and declared, that they would commence hoftilities 
againft whatever party ftiould decline their award. 

In the mean while, Erk Trolle and the young Sture both y^^^^* 
appeared at TJpfaly as candidates for the office of adminiftra- ^J^^^^" 
lor. A majority of vote§ were evidently in favour qf the latter, \^ilin 

^ PUFFEND, p, 2^8. ^ iion. 
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and he was accordingly cledled ; whereas the pretenfions of 
the former were rejefted, becaufc he was of lyantjh extrac- 
tion, and defcended from a family that had always fhewn a 
partiality for that people. The affair was again taken into 
oonfideration at Stockholm ; and it is probable the difputc 
would have occafioned a civil war, had not fome fenatots of 
influence interpofed, and effedled a compromife. In the 
end, however, Sture carried his point, and- was declared 
adminiArator in the ufual manner, and acknowledged in 
that capacity by all ranks of the people p. 

Death ef The death of John king of Denmark furnifhed his fon 

Ain^]o\in, Chriftian with an opportunity of renewing hi$ pretenfions 
to the crown of Sweden, Deputies were fent by the admi- 
A. D. niftrator to Copenhagen. They demanded to know CbriftiarC% 
1 5 14. claim, and were anfwered by his infifting upon their fub- 
fcribing conjointly with ^t Danes zxA Norwegians^ to his 
. elcSion 5 but they excufed themfelves by aflerting, that 
' they had no inftruflions on that head ; that Siveden had 
been forced to fubfcribe to the eleflion in 1499 ; and lafily, 
that Qhrifiian had committed fuch barbarities both in Sweden 
and Norway^ when he commanded his father's army, as 
would even deter the ftates of Sweden from electing hith. 
After much altercation^ they obtained a ceflation of hoflili- 
ties for the fpace of four years, which time Chrifiian em- 
ployed in drawing over the clefgy to his intereft. With 
this view queen Chrijiina^ his mother, was applied to ; and 
fhe, by her addrefs, prevailed on Leo X. to pour down all 

^ the thunder of the Vatican on the adminiftrator's head. 

^oung g^^^^ Sture and his faSion were formally excommunicated 
7. ^ V ^" ^ council of the Lateran. The pope'3 taking part with 

^:iia^^ Chrifiian* foon drew the clergy to his fide, and revived the 
mintjtra- -' ^ , 1 1 r • t- rcr'u 

tor but Clamours of the old lenators, m favour of Trolle ^. 

exeommu' About this titne the archbifliop died, with his lafl breath 

nicated hy recommending Guftavus Trelle^ then a ftudent at Rothej to 

the pope. Sture. It is fuppofed that Sture^s aflent to the promotion of 

Gufta^ms Trolle^ was one of the conditions of reconciliation 
A. D. with the old fenators. A deputation was immediately fent 
1515' to Romey to acquaint Guftavus vf\t)\ the news of his promo- 
Guftavus tion to the archbifliopric. Faffing through Denmarlj 
Trolle Chriftian put a large fum of money in their hands, as a pre- 
raifedto fgj^^ to the young prelate, thereby to engage his intereft. 
^^Y\ ^ ^^ ^"^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ Guftavus\ov\^ not be much difpofed to 
^ * • favour the admir^iftrator, chofen to that dignity in oppofitron 

to his father. In this artful manner did his Danijh majefty 

p LoccE. lib. V. 9 Anot. citat. ibid. 

folicit 



^he Hiftory^of Sv9tAtTu ,ii^ 

fi>Vicit the intereft of the clergy, while he was at the fame 
time either ftrengthcning himfelf by foreign alliances, or 
carrying on intrigues at different courts, in order to raife up 
enemies on all hands againft Sweden, Befides marrying 
, Elizabeth^ daugher to the king of Caftitey and fifter to the 
emperor Chartes V. he was in ftrid): alliance with the kings 
of France and Scoilandj the eledor of Saxonf^ the marquis of 
Brandenburghj and the Hanfe towns ; a fupport fo powerful^ 
that he flattered himfelf Sweden would make but a flight re- 
fiftance. 

The new archbifliop went ftrait to Vpfal^ without touch- A. D* 
ing at Stockholm^ or paying his compliments to the admini- 15 16. 
ilrator. No fooner had he taken poirei&on of his diocefe^ 
than he exprefled his gratitude to king Chriftian^ by thunder- 
ing out anathemas againft Sturej and all who oppofed his 
father^s eleAion \ and notwithftanding the adminiftrator 
wrote to bim in the mildeft terms, that if he had caufe of 
complaint againft any one, he need only apply to the courts 
of juftice, where he might be afFured of all poffible fatis- 
fadtion ; he ftill continued to (hew his refentment by every 
method in his power. In hopes of reclaiming and bringing His in- 
the hot- headed, prelate to a due fenfe of his own intereft, trigues. » 
Siure made him a vifit at Upfal ; but was received in the 
rudeft manner, and even upbraided with crimes he had never 
committed. Even the pope^s perfuafions could not bend the 
obftinate fpirit of this haughty pre;]ate, intoxicated with his 
elevation. He went on heaping one affront upon another, 
and laying the foundation of a civil- war, that was near re- 
ducing his country to extreme mifery ^^ 

Just as Sture was preparing to niarch againft the Rujfmns^ 
who made an irruption into Finland^ Guftavus Trolk was 
inviting Chrlftian into Sweden^ promifing to furrender to him 
all the fortrefles of any confederation in the kingdom ; and 
having aftually engaged the governors of Nicoping^ Stocks 
bobn^ and other cities, to betray their truft. But the vigour 
of the adminiftrator's meafures fruftated this treacherous de- 
fign. He arrefted all the fufpecS^d governors, aqd particu- ff^ openh 
larly Eric TroUe^ the archbiihop's father, and PeUr Thorfon^ re^voltf 
governor of Stockholm. 

On his fide the prelate fortified himfelf in Stecka^ nor could A. D» 
the intreaties of the other bifliops prevail on him to com- 15 17. 
promife matters with the adminiftrator. Upon this, Sture 
called a diet at Ahroga^ where it was determined to in treat 
Us faoliaefs, to depofe the archbiftiop as a turbulent perfon, / « 

r PUFFtND. 30^. 
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who would inevitably involve his country in a civil war. It 
was further refolved to lay fiege to him in his .fortrels, and 
at the fame time to declare war againft Chriftian^ who it 
was plain embraced every opportunity of di'fturbing the peace 
, of Sweden, The ficge was accordingly commenced, and 

Chriftian made preparations to relieve the prelate. Firft, 
by means of the archbifliop oi Lunderiy he excommunicated 
the adminiftr'ator and fenat^ endeavouring likewife to pre- 
vail on his holinefs to confirm the punifhmentJ Next he 
endeavoured, by every pofliblc means, to gain the'ftates of 
Sweden^ and induce the Luheckers to break the treaty of com- 
He is de- merce with that kingdom. At length he fent a fleet of 125 
fofedand fail, with 4000 land-forces on board, to raife the fiege. TThe 
confined in troops were landed, they marched to Stecka^ and, if we may 
a mona- - credit the Swedijh writers % were defeated by Sture^ and 
^ery^ driven with great lofs to their fliips (A). The archbifliop, 

difappointed of relief, demanded a parley, and ofFered to 
furrender the fortrefs, provided he was continued i^ his dig- 
• nity, and fent fafe to JJpfaL But the adminiftrator replied, 
that fuch terms were now too late, after the (bedding fo 
much blood j however, that he would refer him to the judg- 
ment of the ftates, and grant hirt a paflport to attend the 
. diet. Iri confequence, the prelate attended the, diet at 
Stockholm^ was by them degraded and deprived of all his digni- 
ties, his fortrefs rafed, and treated himfelf in every re fpe(ft with 
the feverity an enemy to his country, a feditious, turbulent, 
and ambitious ecclefiaftic, merited (B). Indeed fo incenfed 
were the people, that it was with difficulty the adminiftrator 
Differences could prevent his falling'.a facrifice to their rage. All hifto- 
het'ween rians agree, that after fentence he was (hut up in the mo- 
therela- . TidSitiy oi tVeftenas \ and, perhaps, the only difficulty ih rc- 
tions of the cohciling the Swedlfl) and Danijh hiftorians, will be to detep^ 
Swedifli 

andDZ' « Loccen. lib. v. p. 183. PuffenD. toin« i. p. J05. 

niffi Jbifio- 

rians. (A) Meurfius and the Danijh but that propofirg to attack the 

writers give a very particular S-wediJh camp, Sture raifed the 

relation of this expedition, di- iiege, and the Danes returned 

re£lly contrary to the foregoing, with the archbifhop home. 

They affirm, that the Dantjh Meurf. c'. 23, 
fleet, coniiilingof i2ofaii, com- (B) It would not be poffible 

manded by the admirals Ncrby^ to reconcile this with the rela* 

CiJfeU and Merian^ fended the tion of the 2>/z«//^ writers, who 

forces near Stecka, That the ailed ge, that the fiege was raifed, 

2)^n^/ eagerly fought to come to and the prelate condaded to 

an 'engagement, which the' Z>^/;;n^7r;(, where he (laid for the 

S'wtdes as induflrioufly avoided \ fpace of , two years. 

^ mine 
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mine whether the prelate was prefent when fentencc wa» 
pronounced. As to his confinetnent in Wejunas^ it might 
poffibly be yoliintary, ^to hide his difgrace from the world, 
and avoid the many mortifications that^ muft neceflarily at-- 
tend fuch a change of condition. That fuch a fentence was 
paiTed and executed, is certain from the concurring teftf- 
mony of all hiftorians ; that the pope demanded his releafe, 
nay, his reftoration, and the rebuilding of Steckoy under 
pain of excommunication : menaces which operated but 
little, in favour of a man defpifed by the whole nation (C). 

Early next year, Chrijiian equippeda formidable fleet, and A. D* 
embarked a great number of land-forces with intention to 15 18. 
fubdue all Sweden, The troops were landed at Stockholm^ Chriflian 
and the city inverted oh the fouth fide. Hearing that Sture in^tides 
was marching to raife the fiege, the kifig ftruck his tents, ^^J^.^"j 
advanced, and gave him battle, was defeated and driven ^"^ " ^^* 
with great flaughter to take flielter on board the fleet. StureJ^^^ 
purfued with fo much vigour, that thoufands perlfhed by 
the fword, niultitudes were drowned, and a great number of 
nobility and private men taken prifoners ; ii) a word, it was 
one of the compleateft viflories which the Sixfedes had ever 
, before obtained over the DaneSj at that time the beft foldiers 
of the North 5. 

CHRISTIAN paid down the fanfom for the prifo- 
ners, and was. fteering his courfe to Denmark, when, flopped . 
by adverfe winds, he made feveral defcents on the Szc^^///^ 
coafts, ravaging the country with the fury of a difappointed 
incenfed Barbarian^ Thefe hoftilities cofl: him dear. He . 
was forced to retire, and was fo diftrefled for provifions, that 
half his forces periflied with hunger, and the whole was in 
the moft imminent danger, by the fudden approach of a moft 
rigorous wiater. His unfortunate circumftances then fug- jy. 
gefted a ftratagem to Chrijiian j that had almoft been at- j^^^ 
tended with fatal confequences to the adminiftrator. He 
fent a meflage to Sture^ acquainting him, that he was re- 
folved upon a perpetual peace with Sweden, as providence it- . ' 

felf feemcd to oppofe all his defigns againft that kingdom, 
and requefting an interview with him, in order to adjuft • 
preliminaries. His defign was to aflaflinate, or at leaft 

t LoccEN. lib. v. 

(C) We hAve enlarged the .dence on both fides, and fcrm 

more on this circamdance, pof- his opinion from what appears to 

fibly of no great importance, him the ftrongeft. 
that the reader may fee the evi-^ 
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make prifoner, the adminiflrator, who never once diftnifled 
the (incerity of his profe:£ons i but after accommodating him 
with all kinds of provifions, was fetting out to make him a 
vifit. . This the fenate prevented, having fomc fufpicion of 
the plot, and foon after demonftrative proofs of Cbrj/iian^m 
-^ perfidy". 

Missing the blow he aimed, Chrjjfian offered to go in 
perfon to Stockholm^ to confer with the admlniftrator, pro- 
vided fix hoftages were fent in his room j the conditions were 
accepted, and fix of the firft nobility, among whom was 
Guftavus Erickfon^ afterwards king of Sweden y were put on 
He fails to board the Danijh fleet. The wind happening to fhift at that 
Penmark inftant, and prove favourable, Chrijiian ordered the fleet to 
nvitb the put under fail, and fleered ftrait to Denmark^ where he ar- 
Swcdi/h rived fafe with the hoftages (A). 

hojiages. Qn his return, Chriftian made great preparations for war, 
^' ^* under pretence of executing a commiifion againfl the Swedes^ 
'5*9* lately granted Jiim by the pope, but indeed to revenge the 
difgraces'of the former year. Firft he appeared with a fleec 
beK>re the ifle of Oeland^ and took Borkholm ^ but was de- 
feated in an attempt he made on Calmar. 
A. D, The little fuccefs attending this expedition, determined 
1520. Chrijiian to equip a more powerful armament. Having 
He in- a very numerous army, he made an irruption into We/l' 
'vades Gothland, while his fleet was harrafling the coafts. Sture 
Sweden a marched to give him battle, fell into an ambufli laid for him 
Jecond ^^^ ^jj^ king, and received a wound of which he died at 
ttme. Stregnez. Sweden was now left without a head, and the 

Thf dm' ^^°*^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ violent difputes about a fucceffor, while 
'/irat r' ^^^fi^^^ ^^^ marching, without oppofition, to the capital. 
killed After the late repulfe, and the lofs of their general, the army 
difbanded hfelf. Chriftian took advantage of this ftate of 
affairs, advanced by large ftrides to the very heart of 
the kingdom, burning and deftroying all before him. On 
his arrival at StregneZy he granted a fufpenfion of hoftilities, 
to give the people time to deliberate on their fituation, and 
lefled how eafily they might get rid of their troubles, aad 

" Idem ibid. 

(A) Here again is a faft, of Stupe. Policy, fay tbcy, re- 

coDcernixig which the Danijh quired that fo enterprizing a ge- 

and Siuedip writers di^r. The nius flionld not be left at liberty 

former alledge, that Qi^a^vm to^plan fchemes againft the lift 

tvas not carried into Denmark and government of the king, 

before the year 1521, being Meur/n o^.jr. 25'. 
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all the horrors of war, only by eleding him king. In this 
critical fituation, an aiTembly wais held at Vpfal^ where 
Guftavus refuming the archiepifcopal fun(^ion, frorix which Guftavus 
he had been degraded, pathietically reprefented the deplorable TrolJe 
circumftances of Sweden-^ adding, that his Dwiijh m2]e&y proclaims 
was ready to give them all manner of fecurity for the pre- Chilean. 
fervation of their privileges, to forget all that was pafl^ to 
conciliate himfelf even to his moft inveterate enemies, pro- 
vided they now laid down their arms, and to a3 in every re- 
fpe£l as if he had been ele£ted without oppofition, and by 
the free choice of the people. Then he proclaimed Chrif- 
tiofiy in the name of w ftates, king of Swedgn^ Denmark^ 
and Norway^ and wrote to all the provinces, enjoining them 
to receive and acknowledge him as their king and fovereign ;> 
threatening, at the fame time, the moft rigorous puniih- 
nient, if they refufed fubmiffion *. ^ , 

CHRISTIAN confirmed all that ha<J been promifcd 
by the prelate, iigned the articles with his own hand, and 
fealed thenv with his feal, conjoiirtly with all the fenators of 
Denmark i gave fair words to the people in general, but ca- 
refled the peafants in a particular manner, and made them 
donations of fait. 

All this while Chriftina^ the adminiftrator*s widow, was 
befieged in Stockholm^ where fhe made a brave defence, and 
found means to engage feveral provinces in her intereft. 
Chriftian now pufhed the fiege with redoubled vigour ; but 
the city being well provided, he found the rellftance would 
be obftinate, and had recourfe to his ufual cajolling, which 
fucceeded. The city capitulated, on condition that all the Stock- 
articles figned ar Upfd fhould be flridly adhered to ; that holm^r- 
Stockhblm^ in particular, fhould be continued in all its rights ^^enderedu 
and privileges*; that the dowager Chriftina and children >''^"^**"V 
ihould be put in full poflff^i&on of all the effects of her late 
hufband ; and .that Chriftian (hould again fwear he would 
govern Swederiy not wkh the fevere hand of a conqueror, 
but the mild beneficent difpofition of a prince, railed to the 
throne by the univerfal voice of the people y. 

When the articles were mutually figned, his majefty en- 
tered the city, accompanied by 2000 horfe, and as many 
foot, amidfl: the loud acclamations of the people, who are 
ever pleafed with novelty. Thence he publiihed circular 
letters, inviting, in the genteeleft terms, the ftates of Sweden^ 
to be prefent at his coronation, fixed for the fourth of No^ 
vmber. On this meeting of the ftates, he obliged them to 

* Id. ibid, y PuFFEND. 312. 
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fign an inftrument, acknowledging him the legitimate fovc* 
reign, and lawful heir to the crown j after which he wa^ 
crowned with the ufual ceremonfes by Guftavus Trolle: 
7be kinz ^' ^^^ remarkable, that, on the day of his coronation, he 
crowned, beftowed the order of knighthood on feme German gentle-* 
men, but ncglefted paying the fame compliment to the * 
S%oede5. To fom^ complaints made to him on this head, he 
replied, that it would be madnefs to reward men who had fo 
lately laid down their arms, before he had proofs of the fin-^ 
cerity of their profcflions. 

During the grand entertainments he gave for three dap 
after his coronation, it was that he formed the diabolical 
refolution of extirpating, atone ftroke, all the Swedi/h nobi- 
lity, in revenge of thetroubles they had excited, and to prevent 
the people from ever being able to revolt, by depriving them of 
proper jJerfons to cotiduft their meafures. < Even his Danijb 
confidents and minipns were ftruck with horror at the pro- 
pofal, from which they endeavoured to divert him, but to 
Ws diabo' no purpofe. To open this tragical fcene, archbifliop Trolls^ 
(teal pro- 2^ ^j^g king's defire,. began lamenting the demolition of 
^^^Z^tle *^^^'^^» ^"^' ^^^ '^^^^ fuftained by the fee of Upfaly which 
Sw^di(h ^ 2imounted to near a million of money. To this he added 
tnhility. ^ bitter accufation of the widow and the fon-in-law of the 
late adminiffrator, comprehending in this accufation about 
fifteen of the nobility of the fame faftion, all the fenate^ 
and the burghers of Stockholm^ and concluding his crafty ora- 
tion and double-laid accufation, with a pathetic requerf, that 
juftice might be granted, and the criminals puniflied ^, 

CHRISTINA was immediately ordered to give an 
account of her hufband's condu£t, which {he juftified by 
producing the fenate's order for the demolition of Stecka^ 
and the archbifliop's degradation. Upon this, all who had 
figned the order were arretted, except the biQiop of Linco- ' 
ping^ who, with a true ecclefiaftical cunning, had the pre- 
caution to put under the impreffion of his feal, a proteft that 
he was forced to enter into the meafare. Several of her 
noblemen, who had no fliare in this t ran faction, were ar- 
retted under various pretences, and all together imprifoned in 
^he execu' \^^^^^^^^^' Then a tribunal was ereSed to pafs fentence, 
tionofthe and the archbifliop himfelf nearly fell into the fnare he pre- 
Swediih pared for his fellow fubje<fts, by omitting to condemn to 
• nobility • immediate death the criminals; an omiflion that greatly in- 
and Jena* cenfed the king. In a word, to give an air of plaufibility 
itrt, XQ this iniquitous trial, the prifoners were proceeded againu' 

* PuFFBND. p. 3i5.ctfeq, 
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il her^cks, condemned to death, arid forbid confefiion. n 
Gibbets were immediately ereded for their execution, and^ 
above threefcore fenators and noblemen of the firfi rank \n 
Sweden hanged up as felons and traitors^ for having bravely 
defended their liberties, and oppofed the ele^ion of a bloody 
tyrant (A); Before d^ath^ they could only call out to their 
countrymen to revenge their blood ^j a requeft that would 
feem to have taken deep root in the heart of every Swide^ 
who now equally oppofed the cruelty and perfidv of the 
bloody-minded Cbrt/iiany whofe name will ever ftain th^ 
annals of Denmark, 

Some Swedijb writers affirm, that, not content with the A. D« 
barbarous revenge taken on the living, Chrijlian ordered ijiOi 
the dead body of the adminiftrator ta be dug up, and di^^ 
vefting himfelf of humanity, flew like a wild beaft upon th€ 
corps, which he tore and mangled with his teeth ajid naih. 
To complete the mcafure of his barbarity, be ordered the 
widow of the adminiftrator to be brought before him^ and 
aiked her whether fbe chofe to be burnt, flead^ or buried 
alive. His favage intentions were, however, diverted b/ 
ibe ftrong intereft made in behalf of that unfortunate lady^ 
who was • granted her life, on condition that fhe confented 
tofpend the remainder of her days in clofe i'mprifonmeht i 
amiferable alternative, which the principle of feif^preferva-^ 
tion obliged her to embrace* The brutifh monarch, in the *^^^ cru- 
next place, vert ted bis rage upon the mother of Chrijiinai ^tyoftbi^ 
a lady whofe cbarafter was as amiable as her peribn was ^**^^ < . 
elegant. Her he threatened to tic tip in a fack, and throw in ^^^^^^* ^ 
the fea, and would certainly hdve executed his menaces, if 
to ikve her life fhe had not .furrendered up all her eftate and. " 
effi:&$ to the king. Even after this conceffion hefhut here- 
with the widows of other lords, who bad fufiered .inthe late 
mafiacre, in clofe and perpetual imprifonment^. It would be 
endleis to enumerate all the cruelties committed i by Chrif-' 
ii0ij his treachery^ avarice, and brutality, in fome meafure 
acknowledged by the Damjb writers, and fcJemnly aQirmed 
and minutely deicribed by all Swedijk hiflorians. At length 
lie departed for Denmttrk^ marking his way with bloody syid 

^ LocciK. Kb. V4 
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drawliig itpoh htm the curfes and imprecatioia of '^sc whok 
aatiopi He wias even a tyrant as he paiTed along the roads, 
ordering gibbets to beeredkd^ and the peafants hanged &ir 
tvcry trifling offisnce. At ystukopingj be had two boys, die 
one fcven^ the other lioc exceeding nine years of age, 
whipped to death; an inftanceof a hloody difpafitioi^ that 
caa fcarcely be parallelled ^« 

, Wb may remembec- that Gujiavus Erickfin was among 
the number of the.hoftagcs whom the king perfidiouily car* 
lied oflF about two yeais. before. P;'omi(es ^nd threats weic 
ufed to detach hiai from the adminiftrator ; but nothing wis 
able to reconcile him U^'CbriJUcm. His obftinacy almoft 
^ofl him his life; the king diteading his valour and con^ 
fiancy, gave fecret otsders that he ihould -be flrai^led in 
jurifon ; but the Dmtfb officer^ to whom the commiffion was 
delivered,, detefting (o perfidious an a^on, boldly remon^ 
. ftrated with the king about the confequences of it» and pre- 
vailed upon him to withdcaw his purpofe, and fatisfy hhniUf 
with clofely configing the hoft^^es in the caftle of Copm" 
hagen^ Hece fome of them perimed, in conicquence of Ac 
rigorous treatment received ; but the hanly conftitution. ahik 
leiblute fpirit of Quftavus wtthflood all die king's cruelty* 
^^^«*^^ ?/* However, Eric Banner^ z, Z)^m/^ i nobleman^ . ftruck widi 
V ^l!iff *** compaffion of his fufFerings, reque(led.:the king that he 
f^l ^^"^^ P"^ Guftavus into his cuftody, to try whether he could; 
tr iu ^^^ prevail upon him to embrace has maiefty's party, ani 
'Voiuiionhe ^^^ ^^ eyes. to his own. true intereft, .dxrijuan coafen&cd^ 
ijV<3ed. ^^ ^^ condition that he ftould condud him to the fortcefr of 
Calo in JuHandj of which he was. govtcnor^ and pay fix 
thoufand crowns for his ranfom, in cafe he fhould h^peit 
tp make hisreicape« Bawter generoufly embiaced the con» 
dition, and carried with him his prifoner,*! ftriYing by the ut« 
moft tendetnefs and care, to obliterate from bis meoiory the 
bard ufage.he underwent at CopeiAc^en, The noUe qiiali'* 
ties of Gufiavut gained fo flroagly. upon Banner^ and all his 
fbmiJy,. that he was not long at Cqlo belbre he bad' liberty ta 
walk about .and hunt for his diverfion. Kew recreations 
anj amufetnents were every. day jsonopofiiid, . aiKl.all the 
country flocl^ed round to entertain the ftranger. But all 
their carefTes were notable' tormake'him forget that he was 
a prifoner ; nor could any civilities he received compehfate 
his chagrin, at being deprived of a fhare in the glory oJF Ae 
war. His earneftdefire to be»of fervice to the adminiftrator/ 
his paffion to defend his country agatnft the aftacks* qc 

k LoccEN. lib. V. PvFPEND. tom. i. ^. 3f3. ^ 
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'thrifttariy and his refentoient at the perfidy of the Danijh 
inonarch, had pr.evented his relifhing the fweets of the 
l^etirement, and the enjoyment of the moft fublime friendfhipft 
Still, however, he bore with his confinement, and fup- 
ported his fituation, until the misfortunes in which he favir 
his country involved, the death of the ^dminifirator^ the 
ruin of hisparty^ the horrid mafiacre of the fenate, and th^ 
tyranny of Chriftian^ all convinced him that every expedient 
for the recovery of his liberty was to be tried j as that might 
be the nieans of refcuing his country from the very jaws of 
deftru£lioi1. He could not hope td prevail on Banner to 
give up the intereft of his king^ whatever marks of friendfbip 
and diiiinguilhlng regai'd he had beftowed on him; but he 
flattered himfelf, . that provided he tould ralfe the fum at 
which C^r/y7/^^ fixed his rahfom^ he might make his efcape 
without injuring his ^nerous prote3or,* Or violating the 
facred rights of friendmip, gratitude, and hqfpitallty. tii 
any event he judged, that obligations to the public^' and 
duty to one*s country, ought to fuperfede all the tie^ of pri^* 
vate afFeftion^ - . 

; With thefe fentiments, Guftatms one day ihouritcd his 
Korfei under pretence of buntmg, as ufuai, in the foreft^ 
When he got at a proper diftance, he changed his drefs to 
the habit of a peafant, and quitting his horle,- he travelle4 
for two days on foot, through by-paths, and dVer mountains 
almoff impaflable, arriving on the third at PUnJburgh. Here 
no one wai admitted' without a pafiport^ and tiuftavui 
dreaded prefenting himfelf to. the governor, or the officer 
upon guard, for fear of being difcovercd. Happily for him 
it chanced to be on that feafon of the' year, ^hen the 
merchants of Lower Saxony drove, a confiaerabfe trade iit 
iattle, which they purchafe in Jutland. ^ GtftavUs hired 
l&imfelf to one of thele merchants, and trnder favour of his 
difguife' efcaped o.ut of the Danijb territories^^ and^rived at! 
Lulieci' . ■ ,r ' _ 

BJN'JS^E R was no fooner acquainted with iiis cftrape^ 
Aan he fet out after him with the utmoft diligence, found 
film at Lubecy and reproached him with great warmth^ as 
ungrateful and treacherous ^ but be was k)oh appeafed by 
\he arguments, urged by Gufiavusy sind efpecially by the pro- 
yiifc he made ]of indemnifying Him In the lofs of his ranfom* 
Upcn this Banner returned^ giving out, that he Could not • 
find his prifoner. Chri/tian was enraged at his efcape, ap- 
prehending that he might traverfe all bis defigns in SwidiH$ 

^ Idem ibid. Etiaitt VerTot. Rcvol. p; 185. torn. L 
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and gave orders to Otho^ his general, to mdre Ae itridcft 
fearch, and leave no means untried to arreft him. Gttftavus^ 
neverrtielefs, perfevered in his defigns, without being af- 
frighted at the danger that furrounded him. He applied to 
the regency for amip to convey him to Stpeden^ where he 
hoped he Ihould be able to form a party againft the Datus. 
He likewifc endeavoured to draw the regency of Lubec into 
his meafures, reprefenting to them the intereft they had ia 
cppofing the aggrandizement of his Dani/h majefty, who^ by 
the conqueft ofStveden^ was become maiier of all the coqH'^ 
merce of the Baltic, He laid it down as an eternal maxiiBt 
that the union of the Northern crowns muft be prejudicial 
to the trade of the Hanfi towns, and particularly of that of 
Lubec* He reminded the regency of the conftant enmity 
the Danijh fovereigns had ihewn to their republic ; and oa ' 
the contrary, of the inviolable regard exprefled by the kiiiga 
of Sweden^ towards the citj^ of Lubec^ which owed its liber^ 
to the princes of this country, and in particular to king 
Eric, who in the year 124.8 refcued it from the tyranny of 
ff^aldemar U; king of Denmark. In a word, he reaA>Aed 
with fo much zeal and ability^ that Nicholas Qemins^ fixtl 
conful-, was entirely gained J but the regency could never 
be prevailed on to declare for a party, without friends, arms, 
mopey, or credit. However, before his departure, the 
conful gave him afiurances, that if he could raife' a force 
fufficient \o tnake head agaii^ft the enemv in the field, he 
might depend on the fervices of the repuolic, and that the 
regency would immediately declare for him. ' Gujtavui d©- 
iired to be landed at Stockholm i but the captain of the ihtfi 
cither having, fecret orders to the contrary, or bufinefs clfe- 
^ where, ffeered a different courfe, and put him on fhore neair 

CalmoTj a city, hitherto garrifoned by the troops of Chrifiina^ 
Widow^'of the regent. In truth, the governor held this 
place forhis^bwn purpofesv and only waited to make the heft 
terms he could with the Danes. "When Guftavus arrived, he' 
made himf^lf known to him and the princip^d officers of tbf 
garrifon, who were moftly Germans , and his fellow foldiec» 
jn the late adminiflrator's army. He flattered himfelf that 
his birth, his merit, and conne£lions, would immedisitely 
procure himt^e command. He told them, that, at the ha« 
2ard of his life, he had thrown himfelf into their city, t» 
have the glory of iharing with them the fatigues and hard«> 
ihips that miorht attend refilling the tyrant, and ftanding in 
defence of liberty, and all that is dear to brave men ; but 
the mercenary band, feeing him without troops, without at- 
tendant$, regarded him as a defperate perfon, devoted to de- 
. . firudiont 
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ftruflion, refufed to embrace his propofals^ and eren threat- , 
ened to kill or betray him, if he did not inftantly quit the 
city- 

DtSAPPOiNTED in his expeftations, Gujiavus took him- 
felf away with great expedition \ and his arrival being now 
puUickly known, h« was again forced to have recourfe to 
his peafant's difguife, to conceal him from the Danijh emif« 
fiirics, difperfed over the country to fearch for him. In a 
waggon loaded with hay, he paffed through every quarter of 
the Danijh army, and at lafl: repaired to an old family callle 
in Sunderntania. From hence he wrote to his friends, noti- 
fying his return to Swederij and befeeching them to aflemble 
all their force, in order to force a pafTage through the ene- 
my's army into Stockholnty at that time befieged ; but they 
likewife refufed td embark in fo hazardous and defperate an 
Attempt. -They were no longer thofe bold intrepid Swedes^ 
jealous oF their liberty, and the'fworn foes of tyranny and 
oppreffion. All plied under the yoke of power, and every 
one was afliduou« to remove from himfelf every fufpicion of • 
diflike to the government, contenting themfelves with per-» 
ibnal fecurity, and fhewing the utmoft indifference for the 
fafety of the ftate. 

' P£RC£IVIN0 that mean feliUhnefs had fupplanted public 
fpirit among his friends, Gu/^^nwj applied himfelf to the pea« 
fmts. He hoped, that a race of men fierce and independent by 
nature, and who had nothing to fear from Chriftian^ would 
embrace with ardour the opportunity of expelling the tyrant ^ 
and relcuing their country. He traverfed the villages in the 
night, harangued the principal perfons, and at laft expofed 
himfelf publlckly at their feafis, but all to no purpofe. Sa- 
tiated with wars, in which moft of them had loft fathers, 
ions, or relations, the peafants brutally anfwered, that they 
enjoyed fait and herrings under the government of the king 
of Denmark \ and that any attempts to bring about a revolu- 
tion, would be attended with certain ruin, without the 
profpeA of bettering their condition ; for prieafants they were, * 
tad peafants they fliould remain whoever was king. At 
length, after feveral vain attempts to throw himfelf into 
SteciMm, after that city was furrendered to the king, after 
dib horrid maflkcre of the fenate, and after running a thoi^* 
(and dangers, and undergoing hardOiips and fatigues hardly 
to be fupported by human nature, he formed the refolutioii 
ef trying the courage and aflFedion of the Dalecarlifmsi 
While he was in the deepeft o^fcurity, and plunged in almoft 
unfurmountable adverfity, he never relinquifhed his defigns 
or abandoned hope. The nevi^ of t^e maflacre faad^ how- 
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every very near funk him in defpondency) as thereby hs loft 
all his friends, relations, and connexions, and indeed almoft 
every profpedl of fafety to himfelf or his country. It was 
this that infpired the thought of going to pakcarUaj where 
be might live with more fecurity in the high mountains an4 
thick woods pf that country, if he failed in the attempt of 
exciting the inhabitants to revolt. 
'Attended by a peafant, to whom be was known, be 
' ^travelled in difguife through Sundermarmia^ Nericia^ and 
Wiftermannia^ and arrived, after a laborious and painful 
journey, attended with continual dread and apprehenflon ok 
being difcovered, fafe in the mountains of Dalecarlia, 
Scarce had he finifhed his journey, when he found himielf 
deferted by his companion and guide, who carried off* with 
bim all the money he provided for his fubfiftence. Thut 
forlorn; deftitute, half-ftarv^d, he entered among the miner^ 
and wrought, like a ilave, under ground, without relin-s 
quifliing his hopes of pne day amending the throne of 
Sweden^ His whole profpe£( for the prefent was, to live con^ 
cealed and gain a maintenance, until fortune fliould effioS; 
fomething in his favpur : nor was it long before this happen- 
ed. A woman in the mines perceived, under the habit of 
a peafant, chajd the collar of his ihirt was embroidered* 
• This circumfiance excited curiofity ; and the graces of hif 
perfon and converfation, which had fomething in them to 
attrad" the notice of the mea'Aeft of the vulgar, afforded 
' room for fufpicion, that he was fome perfon of quality in 
diiguife, forced by the tyranny of the government to ieek 
^elter in thefe remote parts. The fiory came to the ears 
pi 2L neighbouring gentleman, who immediately went to the 
mines, to offer his pi'ote£^ion to the unfortunate ftranger | 
jbut bow aftoni^^^ was he on recogniiing the feajtures of 
^ufl^njttSy whofe acquaintance he had been at the univeriity 
of Upfal I Touched with compailion at the deplorable fitua-* . 
tion pf fo diftinguiftied a nobleman, he could fcarce refrain 
from tears, but however had prefence of mind enough not 
^o reveal the difcovery. At night he fent to (iuftavm^ made 
him an offer of his houfe, and gave him the ftrongeft ai^i^ 
fances of his frlendihip and proteiStion. |Ie told bim, he 
would meet with better accommodations, and as much fe? 
curity as i^ the mines ; and that, fhould he chance to bedit* 
covered, he would, witl^ all his friends and vaiTals,. tal^9 
arms in bis defence. 

QUS XA VVS embraced withjoy the obliging offers of 
the hofpitable Daldcarlian^ and pafled feveral days with bis 
/riend, as if he hf^4 fK) ^t^P^ intention than to avoid the 
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pucfuit of h]> enemies ; but he applied hitnfelf all-the while 
in learning tKe flrength of the province, and enquiring int9 
the fentiments of the inhabitants, with refpec^ to the new 
government. . It was with the ptmoft fatisfa(3:Ion he heard 
from his generous hoft, that the Dalecarlians bore with inipa* ' 

dence the Danijh yckt -y that they murmured loudly at cer- 
tain impofitions eftabliflied by Chriftian \ trivial indeed in 
tfaemielves, and jnconfiderable, but irkfome and intolerable 
becaufe they were new; that they abhorred the cruelty, 
and detefted the inhumanity of the king of Denmark ; and 
that he doubted not but the flighteft trefpafs on their liberties 
would excite a revok in the province. The Dalecarlian then 
boafted of.the flrength of the province, with all that parti- 
ality and feIf-fatisfa6lion generally ihewn in enumerating the 
excellencies of one's own country. He told Guftavus^ that 
the province could raife above twenty thoufand men ; that 
«very man was a foldier, and bred from his infancy to arms^ 
and that with this force, and the natural fituation of their 
country, they might bid defiance to all the power of Dm^' 
mark, 

Tiiz frequent repetition of this converfation encouraged 
Gujiavus todifclofe his defigns to his landlord, to whom he 
reprefented the unhappy condition of the nation, plunged in 
llie deepefl ad verfity^ from which neither die fafith due to trea** 
ties^ nor the fubmiffion and implicit obedience of the people^ 
could refcue it, while the bloody and perfidious ChriJHan 
remained in pofleffion of the throne. He told him, that the 
infernal mafTacre in Stockholm was but a prelude to other 
iBore enormous cruelties, which his troops daily committed 
in the provinces ; and that it was more glorious and fecure 
to oppofe and meet danger, than to wait tamely to be but- 
chered in their houfes. All his rhetoric, boweyer, pruduced 
no other efFed, than to difplay, in ftronger colours, to thr 
fiakcarlian^ the da^iger that attended the vafl projeSs of 
Gujiavus. *< Where, fays he, are your troops to fupport 
** your defigns ? What army have you to oppofe to your 
<^ formidable and numerous enemies, who feem hitherto to 
<< refpeiSi our privileges, but will, like a torrent, over*run 
<( the prpvince, on the firft appearance of an infurreiStion ?^ 
It would feem that fear bad made him forget, that he was 
juft before boafting of the flrength of the province^ He 
now found new arguments to deftroy all his former reafonr 
ing, and to perfuade Guftd^nm to alter his refolutions. He 
expatiated, with vehemence on his political fchemes, lefs out 
of attachment to his perfon, than to teflify and demon-^ 
ftrate, tbat.it wfis oeither the want of covirasg;e nor zeal that 

|C 4 prevented 



|2p ^Jbe ^JSffiry of SwtdifVi: 

prevented his embracing his party. Seeing, however, tiiftt 
Gujiavus flijl perfifted in his nrft defi^n,^ of declaring ofmsij 
againft the Dan^Sj he only advifed bim to defer the mcsafinrp 
to a more feafonable occauon, wh^n pojBbly the whole pm* 
vince might exprefs an inclination to revolt; He (aid^ the 
peafants paid but little regard to the intereft of the ^ntiy, 
iippn whom thev always looked as fevere apd rigid mafle rf ; 
that hitherto they had only {hewn fome tokens of uielefr 
compaffion ^t the maflacre of Suctholnty which it required 
fome perfpnal injuries to excite to refentment; this- it was 
probable would loon happen, as the Danijh troops wotild, in 
all likelihood, extend their ravages to J}alicarlia^ after they 
had ruined and exhaufted all the other provinces $ in which 
cafe he might depend on an univerfal revolt. He beieeched 
. Gtifta'dus therefore to remain quietly in his houfe, undl 
matters were more ripe for execution, and hot deifaroy, bf 
his raihnefs, the glory of being the avenger and deliverer of 
his country ; as his birth and merit would certainly procitfe 
him the command, whenever fuch an event fbould happen. 
GUS TJ FUS plainly faw that in this advicethere was 
more fear than real prudence ; but the weaknefs of his hoft 
rather excited his compaffion than bis indignation. He nei- 
ther believed him a friend to the Danesy nor capable of be* 
traying him; yet he thought remaining longer at his hoc^ 
would turn out to no real adyants^e, and only ferve to 
difturb the life of a quiet, pacific man. After enjoininj^ htm 
to the moft profound fjpcrecy, and returning thanks for the 
friendfhip and hoipitality he had (hewn, Gu/iavus took bis 
leave in the night, the better to conceal his rout, and after 
travelling feveral days on foot, acrofs niountains and woods, 
without fo much as a guide, he at length arrived happily at 
the houfe of a gentleman named Peterfoftj whom he bad 
jformerly known in the fervice. Peter/on received him widi 
marks of perfei^ refpe£t and efteem, always (b grateful to 
the unfortunate. He even feemed more afie^ed than Gfifi 
tavus himfelf with his misfortunes : he exclaimed agatnfi 
the tyranny of the Danes^ and at the very firft overture made 
}>y Gu/lavufy of taking up arms, and raiiing his vai&ls, he 
embraced the defign with all the s^ppearance of ardour. Our 
hero was overjoyed at meeting with a Stwdi generous and 
bold enough to attach himfelf to his fortune. He omitted 
np carefles, promifes, or views o( intereft, to confirm. P#- 
t^fon in his refolution ; and he received in return the moft 
fofemn afliirances of inviolable fidelity. This perfidious 
wretch named the lords and peafants whom he precended to 
|i^ve engaged in his jparty^ a|id a few days after ^iftnt A^ 
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crcdy t6i Danijb officer, to whom he communicated the r^* 
treat a^d dcfigns of Guftixvusy with a view of recommend- 
ing himfelf t6 Chriftian, and in expedation of being re- 
warded in a manner proportioned to the importance of his 
fcrvice. TheDant/h officer flew with all poffible expedition 
to Piterfon*& houfe, Ivhich he furrounde^ with foldicrs, flat- 
tering himfelf it would be impoffible for Gujiavus to efcape ; 
but all his precautions were ufelefs. That nobleman was 
: happily faved the night before, and owed \is prefervation to 
f Pet€rfon's Vfik^ who, touched with compaffion, andperha|>s 
r fttU more tender fentiments, difcovered to him her hufband's 

Eeriidy, put him under the care of a faithful domeftic, and 
ad him condu(5ted to the houfe of a clergyman, her friend. 
' He was received by the clergyman with all the refpeddue to 
his own birth and merit, anid the recommendations of the 
.lady wh^ bad fent him. This gentleman was filled with , 
'Seal for his country and the church*. His piety was fincere 
'and unaffe<^i^d 5 he afpired not at preferment, and attached 
faimfelf to no party; but he aflured Guftavus of his honour 
and fecrecy. Left the domeftic, who had conducted him to 
his houfe, might copy after the treachery of his mailer^ he 
»nioved Guftavus to the church, and concealed him in a 
fmall clafer, of- which he kept the key. Thither he went 
levery 4ay to vifit him, and in their converfations took fuch 
a Kking to Guftavus^ that he entered warmly into his defigns, 
and prodfiifed that nothing in his power mould be wanting 
to gain a party in his village, and wherever elfe his influence 
extended. But he diflTuaded him from imparting his prbjefls, 
vt putting confidence in' the nobility of the province. He 
r^refented to him, that the gentry of Dalecarlia^ fatisfied 
with the fecurity and independence they enjoyed in their 
mountains, gave themfelves but little concern about changes 
at court, and the general good of the nltion ; that it was 
with dfficulty they were ever prevailed on to arm their vaf- 
(als, as in the number and induftry of thefe their wealth con- 
fiflied $ that the fure method was, to apply diredly to the , 
peafants, l^ whom he would be more powerfully affifted if 
they took arms voluntarily, than if they were compelled by n 

their matters.' The fcnfible prieft added, that, to fucceed in 
bis fcheme, it was neceflfary artfuUy to propagate a report^ 
that the Danes were about to enter the province, in order to 
eftablifli new taxes by force of arms; a confideration that 
Would operate more ftrongly upon the minds of the multi^ 
tude than any other. With this bufinefs he charged himfelf* 
promifing to Guftamis^ that the report would in a few days 
^e general^ by me^ns of his relations and acquaintanccj in 
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' the HAriSt. Laftly, he advifed GufUnnu torepakrXoMvra^ 
where the. annual feaft of all the neighbouring villages was 
in a few days to be held. This, he faid, was a conjuoc* 
ture extremely favourable to his defigns, as the peaiants were 
never more bold, nor eafily ftirred up to revolt, than at thefe 
afiemblies, where they judged of their own ftrengdiby the 
numbers preient. He aiTured him at the fame time, that hm 
would engage the principal perfons of the diocefe in his in-> 
tereft, and told Him, he might deem himfelf fecure when 
once the peafants at the feaft took arms. 

Agreeablb to the advico of this honeft and (age coon- 
feUor, Guftavus fet out for MorOj and on his arrival found 
the peafants informed of his defigns, and impatient to fee a 
nobleman, illufirious by his birth, his valour, and his fufier* 
ings. Before he (hewed himfelf in public, he afitimed a dreis 
becoming his rank, the better to engage the attention of the 
people, always regardful of thefe exterior marks of grandeur* 
At laft he appeared in the afiemfoly, with an air of intrepidity 
and refolutloD, tempered with that melancholy becoming hi) 
^ fituation, after the death of his father and of fo many fena« 
' tors. All were touched with compaffion before he uttered a 

fyllable; but when he came to expatiate on the tyranny of 
Cbriftiany the horrid maiTacreat Stackhobn^ the perfecutions in 
the provinces, the miferies of jthe kingdom in general, in 
terms the moft lively and pathetic, he fo enfiamed the aflem* 
bly, that they broke out into exclamations bordering upon 
fury, menaces againft Chriftian and the Danes^ and vows that 
they would revenge thedieath of their countrymen with the 
laft drop of their blood. Immediately they refolved to throw 
off the allegiance they had promifed to CnriftioHj and. to fa** 
crifice, without diftindiOn, all the Dtnus in the province^ as 
gn atonement for the death of fo many Swedes, 

There were, however, certain perfons who oppofed th\% 
revolt, under pretence of confulting the other villages, be* 
fore they took any final refolu^ion. Whether thefe were 
actuated by prudential motives, whether they dreaded the 
power of Chriftian^ or were in fa6i in his intereft, is not ma- 
teria! ; their propofal was rejeded with indignation by Uie 
::|¥hole aflembly. The moft forward in the revolt became 
the greateft favourite^, and all {lew immediately to arms^ 
requefltng Guftavusy with whofe addrefs,,ftature, and ftrength^ 
they were charmed, to tak<^ upon him the command. 

But nothing contributed fo much to infpire their confi- 
dence in this young nobleman, as the obfervation of certain 
old men, that the wind bad cpnftantly blown from the north 

wliilQ 
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vihA^Gi/fttiwUi was haranguing the aflTembly ^; which^ among 
She DaUcurliamy is deemed zfi infallible omen. Thus, without 
furclier deliberation, and fully perfuaded that any delay would 
be only oppofing the will of heaven, fo vlfibly declared in 
favour of GufupJuSf they inftantly formed a body of 406 men, 
out of which number they chofe the h^mdfomeft and beft* 
born, as a body-guard to their general. 

GUS TAVV^y defuous of profiting by their ardo;-, 164 
them dire^y againil the governor of the proyipce. It was ' 
his intereft to anticipate his meafureg, and put it out of hi^ 
power to oppo& the infurredtion of the villages^ With this 
view he divided his troops into a n^umber of fmall corps, th^ 
l>etter to conceal his march and intentions ; 2tnd, under fa« . 
your of the night and woods, arrived with his Dakcarliam^ 
by dilFeirent routs, at the foot of the governor's caftle. The 
<wkneis, and furprlfe of fo unexpe£led'an attack, favQure^ 
|xis enterprife. The caftle was tfken by aflkult, and- the 
garrifon facrificed to the yx& fury of the DaktarUam* 

How^V£]t inqoniiderable this enterptife might appear, i( 
ibf ved to animate the peafants, apd exalt their high opinioa 
of their commai^der. In a few days, almod: the whole pro- 
vince declared for Gt/tjicmm. The peafants in crowds flocked 
to his ftandard, fome out of refeqtment to the Danes^ fomc 
in expectation pf plunder ; others from the love of novelty^ 
^d many from that natural inconftancy in the difpofition 
of the DalecarliaTiSy which excites them to revolts and daring 
attempts. Several of jthe gentry now appeared in his camp« 
a.a4 he was fupplied with money by others^ who were ftil) , 
afraid of efpoufing him publickly. 

C HRISfl^N"^^ foon acquainted with the defignt 
of Gufiavusy bat he was npt alarmed. He faw bimielf for 
vereign of three powerfu} kingdoms, and hedged round by 
multitudes of Icij^fmen, dependants, and allies j but he par^ 
licularly re|ied on the fecurity confequent on. his having 
poileiHon of all the fortreiles in Sweden. In this confidence^ 
he fent but a flender detachment, under the command of 
Soren Noriyj to ailift his adherents in Dakcarlia. Qujiavui 
took advantage of his fecurity. He advanced, with 5000 
V^XXi to Wifiei^aas^ and defeajted M^^^ny who commande4 
a body of Danes. Afterwards he f(^nt perfons, on whofc 
ability and integrity he could depend, to the provinces of 
Nericioy Sundermanniay Uplandiny and ffyi Gothland^ in each 
of which he gained a great number of friends^ The arch- 
\i\fhop of Upfaly however, drenuoufly oppofed his deftgn9». 

¥ LoccEN. lib. vl. p. 20^» 



124 -^^ Hijlory of Sweden.' 

and nifed iiutnerous forces for king Cbrifttan^ notwitll-^ 
itandfng the advantageoul propofals made to him by Guf^ 
tavus. He was even very near furprifing the Swede before 
Vffat ; and was, in his turn, furprifed, attacked, and de- 
feated, with great lofs, by that hero ; after which Gujiavus 
inarched, with his Dalecerlians^ to lay iiege to Stockholm* 
^ His army, however, was too weak for fo great' an attempt^^ 
and he was forced to relinquifli it with lofs. 

Every day encreafed the number of our hero's ^forces ; 
9 reinforcement joined him ftbm LvbiCj and the peaiants 
flocked to him from every quarter of the kingdom. Cbrif' 
tian now began ferioufly to refled on the confequences of 
this revolt ; and he was fo incenfed with the progrefs made 
by Guftavus^ that he removed from Stockholm the mother 
and fifters of that nobleman, enclofing them in a difmal pri- 
fon at Copenhagen, and putting them ^to death by the mtift 
cruel tortures, without regard to the prayers and entreaties 
of his queen, who interceded for them. Soon after heriti>» 
prifoned at Lieuward feveral other Swedift) ladies, ^impofing- 
upon them the horrid talk of making facks, in which they 
were to be thrown over a precipice into the. fea : (b mean 
and favage was the refentment of this bloody tyrant, which 
he vented on the helplefs and innocent. 

^V S TA VV S was moved by thefe inftances of bar- 
barity, but it was with indignation.. Without defifting 
from his fchemes, Jn order to appeafe the tyrant, he purfued 
them with redoubled vigour, the fooner to revenge the 
wrongs done to his country. He aflembled the ftates of. 
Sweden at Wadftena, and was unanimoufly chofen admini* 
I ftrator, in which quality the diet took an oath of fidelity to 
him ; giirrng him befides all poffible aillirances, that widt 
their lives and fortunes they would affift his generous in- 
tentions to deliver his country from the bloody ufurpation of 
Chrtftim* In the mean time, the Danijh governor of Sfpch- 
i&j/m endeavoured to throw in a convoy of fupplies into the 
citadel of JVadfiena, at that time befieged by Guffavus\ but 
it was intercepted, and the Danijb troops cut in pieces. To 
purfue the advantage, Guftavus detached certain regiments 
to Finland^ with inftru£tions to extirpate the Danes in that 
province, marching himfelf, at the head of his army, to lay 
liege to Stockholm. His approach ftruck fuch terror in the 
archbifhop of Upfal^ Slahog and Beldenackefy the Danijb go* 
vernors, that they immediately fled to Dpimarky where they 
were i^oldly received ; Chriftian imagining that their flight 
muft be highly prejudicial to his affairs in Sweden. At the 
i^inc timq a commiffioner from the pope arrived in Denrnwrk, 
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to examinj^ into the death of the; bilfaops tnaflacred at 
Siochbotm } and Chriftian throwing the whole blame on the 
two blfliops^ Slahog and Bildfnacker^ they were both put Co 
deaths in the king's jaftification ^ 

Not fatiated with the blood he had fpilt, Chriftian fent f^^ jj^ 
exprefs orders to ^11 his governors and officers in Sweden and ie%x. 
^inlandj to lay violent hands on all the Swedijh gentry, whe-^ 
tber friends or enemies \ an order that coft many brave fub-* 
jefis their lives. The Swedes made reprif^Is, and maflacred 
the Da?iet wherever they found them. Forts and caftles 
were taken, the garrifoiis put to the fword, and the walls 
razed to the ground, to cut off every retreat from thofe mi- 
aiders of the king^s oppreiSon and tyranny. 

WHitB thefe matters were tranfading, Norhy raifed the 
fieges of G7//77i2r, Abo^ zn<i Siockholmy with great lofsonthe 
fide of the befiegers. To revenge himfelf, and animate the 
troops, Gu/tavus laid fre(h fiege to the latter city -, and the 
better to fucceed in his deugns, he petitioned the regency of 
Lubec Jor fuccours, iand a fquadron of Ibips to block up the 
harbour. His requeft was granted ; but on fuch conditions 
as were thought extremely unreafonable by Guftavus^ tho*' 
tke urgency of his afiairs obliged him to clofe with them* 
The regency demanded, that the adminiftrator fhould oblige 
himfelf, in the name of the ftates, to pay 60,000 marks of 
filver to indemnify the expence of the armament ; that un- 
til the kingdom ihould be in a condition to pay that fum» 
lixtLubec merchants, trading to Sweden^ fhould be exempted, 
from all duties on imports or exports ; that all other nations 
ihould be prohibited from trading with Sweden^ and all fucb 
traffic ht deemed illicitj that Guftavus fhould neither con- 
clude a peace, or even agree to a truce with Denmark^ without 
the concurrence of the regency ; and that, fhould the repub- , 
lie be attacked by Chnjiiany he fliould oblige himfelf to enter 
D-mark at the head of 20,000 men. However pernicioua, 
to Sweden^ and unjuft, thefe terms might appear, necefBtjr 
forced Guftavus to compliance. The treaty was concluded^ ' 
and th^Luiec fleet fet fail, in confequence, for Sunderccping^ 
and debarked the land-forces. Guftavus immediately fent ^ 
Bernard MiJan^ their 0wn countryman, to take upon hiok, 
die command ; but the auxiliaries pofitively refufed to obey 
bim, and preffingly demanded to. fee Guftavus^ whofe f^m^^ 
had drawn them thither, to fight under his banners. It wat; 
necefiary to fatisfy thehi, by granting thefr requeft. Ac* 

' Vbrtot Revet de Soede» torn. i. p..^- Loccair, lib. vU 
PuppiNo. toa. i. {>.. 1269 etfeq» . . 

^ ' a ^ cordingly 
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cordingly the adminiftrator fet out for Sundercoplng^ and wai 
teceived with loud acclamations by the.ftrangers, who were 
charmed with his figure, his addrers, affability, and elo- 
quence* Without rcluflance they took the oath required, 
and attached themfelves with as much ardor to his fortunes 
as if they had been his fubjeds. 

FL £ JldlNGj who commanded a fquadron of Kght ffi^ 
gates equipped by Guftavusy performed a very fignal ferviceon 
his firfl arrival htfortotockholm^ in deftroying and taking a ftrong 
convoy, which the Danijh admiral endeavoured to throw 
into the city. Norby was chagrined at the lofs, and la- 
Eoured to repair it. He prepared another flrong convoy of 
ammunition and providon, which he determined to throw 
into the town in fpitc of all obftru<Stion. The mouth of 
the harbour was blocked up by Fleming and the Lubec fqua- 
d>ron. On the approach of the Danijh fleet, a furious ca- 
nonading began, which continued until the fleets were fe- 
parated by the night. Norby, upon this, retired to a little 
iffand on the coaft, hoping to renew the engagement next 
day ; but he was blocked up by a hard froft that prevented 
his moving. Gujlavusy upon this, formed the bold refblu- 
tion of burning his fleet. With this view, he marched 
over the ice at the head of the Lubeckers, preferring them la 
an attack of fo extraordinary a nature to the raw, undifcf- 
plined peafants that compofed his own army, and advanced, 
tnder cover of the night, within a fliort diftance of the 
' ^nemy, before he was obferved. Norby no fooner perceiveS 
nim, than he began a terrible difcharge from his cannon and 
mufquetry ; notwithftanding which the Luhecker^ boldly 
continued their march, with lighted torches in their hands; 
Some of the more intrepid endeavoured to climb up the fides 
of the vefTels, but they were hurled down upon the ipe by 
the Danijh foldiers, who fought to grieat advantage from 
flieir fhips. In this manner they ftruggled on both fides, 
the one for viftory, and the other for "life; Night wrapped 
them in profound darknefe, except the terrible light that 
flafhed from the inceflant fire of the muiketry, and the 
burning torches held by the Lubeckers, Iii fpite of the bravo* 
fefiftance made by tlie Danesj feveralof their (hips were fet 
on fire, and abandoned with equal precipitation by the con- 
quered and conquerors. The horrors of darknefs, the cries 
6f the wounded, and thofe who were perilhing in the fire,. 
tTi^fall'of mafls, arid wreck of Ihlps, alMnfpired the mott* 
daring with fecret terror. The Danei found it as difficult to 
five themfelves from their burning fbips,'as fr9m their cnc-f 
snies. Many of their flbips were alre'ady deflroyed, and 
\ ' " they 
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they wouM have found it impoffibb to have hvtdihyi )iad 
the officers who commanded udder Gikflavus purfiied their - 
blowt and fhewn an inclination whoUy to deftroy the van** 
quiihed. Such, at. leaft^ is the accocrnt of the S'iveeSJh Wri- 
ters 5 though the 2)a»^xaffirniy that AW^'s valour and per- 
feverance alone faved the fleetr Whether it was,: that the 
£»i^£ general. was. fecreily. gained over by the Danifi^ tA^ 
miral, or that he had inftrudlions fo to balfancc matt^rd ht^ 
tw«eA both parties,' as that neitiher Ihould prevail, is not 
manifeft ; certain^, however, it is, that, difregarding the 
prayers and entreaties of Gu^aiins, ' be*ordered a retreat to be 
founded, juft at. the time he had tike enemy m his^ po^er. 
As the fc^ibn was not far advanccdv the heat of next day's 
fun difTolved the ice^ preven^d any ferther attempts on the 
fide of GuAams^ and permitted the Danifo admiral to let 
fail. 

GUSTJVUSrvrzs enraged at the perfidy of the La* 
kcie/y which, fnatched vidJory out of his hands, knd ;>ro«- 
bngedthefiegebf &^ci&i^ pa wUeh depended thiefuccds • 
' of all his defigns« He perceived' tiiat Jinle confidencef^ was 
to he placed in fuch allies c he penetrated: their defigns^ hat 
he difiembled,. and . fupprefied his refeniment, becauft' he 
ftood in need of the repubd^ck's fleet to Uidck up Sm:iiaImUf 
fea» Inftead- of ^fliewing ahy marks- c^ dilTacisfadi^n, he 
pat the L^e£ troops jnto good ^inter-qocvrters^ and witll 
tfie SwedfSy accafiomed to the feifej^ty of die climate, fcd 
kept the city clofclyibldckaded*: ^ -r ,- -^ ^^ • 

In the mean time^ 'Noriy wasioiahimg ppeparatibus ^ffet^ 
tually to relieve Ainckhdm^ now rediioed to great extremity | 
wiiea.the news-arrivdd, that dilDfnnt&ri was in arms againft 
Cbri/iian.' That pruiee, always^ violent and dei^dtici 
trampEed upon the' liiw^s, and diireganfed the privikges frf* 
the; people* He'di^)ofed of his fubjaSbs efFeds as his own j 
^en their lives^ depended oa hi^ ^Ul. He pat to deaths 
without fbrni of trial,' feircral lords -of • the finft rank, whofe 
affedion he fu^se^d ; but all thi^ was triflfng, to certaift 
indignities impnidently put on the dergy, evec^ jelaldus and ' 
vin(udive. Histjrranny and oppreffion, the cruelty and !»-> 
humanity of his diipofition^ wene pa^rdonabie; but offences 
againft the. . diunA' couldr not be ovetlodkedv The people 
are evir infltienQed: bj^- riieir fpiriiwsd^ direSors ;• the ckrgjr 
poured out fttlmifiationSf.froai'tbe^{»ul{$k againft Chrijitan^ 
which was a'fignal for the whole' li^tion to taice armsi 
FicS, the toroh of eivihdifcord wastlighted in Jwtlandj an j 
the flames foon fpread over the reft of the kingdom. The 
, revolt became gi^eraramong^ all r4Aks and degrees of men, 
'- ^ and 
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tnd nothiiig could appeafe them but depofing the tyr^ttilt 
~ Cbriflian^ unabie to ftein the torrent^ retired to Qgrmanj^ 
flattering htmfelf, that) through the influence of the eiiipc<^ 
rOTf his brOthJ^r-in-law, the \nHhole empire would take arms 
. to reftore him. Norby^ apprifed of his abdication, rclin* 
quilhed the defign of relieving Stockholm. He retired widi 
his whole fleet to the ifland oi Gothland^ and left but a flen* 
der ggrrifoo in Calmar K 

GUSTJFUSf.lik^ a true politician, turned the con*^ 

fufion in Denmark to his ovh advantage. He pafhed the 

fiege pf Stockholm^ made.himfelf matter of Calmer-^ putting 

jChe garrifon to the fvrord, reduced the Sand of Oeland and 

province of ^/f^/^^,. c;pnquered great part of j^^«r«;/7^, and, 

in a word, fubdu^ all Swedetty except the capital^ w^kh 

fiill rpfufed tafuhmit, and obftinately defied fsmine^difeafi^ 

and all the fatigues and hardihips of a long and rigoroni 

£ege* At length, prcfled on every fide by the afih^ and 

fleet of Guftavusy enfeebled by the length of the fiege, and 

apprebeniive of the murmucs of the burghers, who begaA 

to exprefs fome inclination to the government of the admi-^ 

4i.iftrator, they yielded to a ca|»tulation, after acquiring im-* 

s&oital honour by their glorious defence. The garrifon de-* 

manded no other terms man the payment of the arrears due 

to them from Cbrifiian ; and Gujiavusy to whom the (iir^ 

render of tht city was fo important, refufed, contrary to 

liis ordinary .maxim^.a propofition fo advantageous. He 

knew that the garrifon was reduced t6 a Very' finall number^ 

deftitute <>f every neceflary, enfeebled with hunger, fick- 

liefs, and fatigue. Under the appearance ^of feyerity, he 

a4^ed the true politician, by prolonging the.fiege. He feared^ 

that when Stockholm was furrenderedvandpcofound peace 

cfiabliibed throughout the kingdom, the people might for-* 

get to whom they owed titiefe bleffings,..,aiid, inftead of ex- 

prefling their gratitude, fiall into parties and civil dtviiions^ 

about the ele&ion of a fovereign. While the capital flood 

out, there might remain fome degree of uncertain^ and un« 

^ eafinefs, which would render him necefiary. Thefe were 

the XQOtives of this fbrewd prince for refufing terms to a 

. brave garrifon, which his own heart di&ated ; and for a& 

femUine a gen.eral diet at Stregnez^ whither the nobility and 

people iopked on all hands, to fee GuftayuSy rcgiarded by all 

Su/eden as a hero and their tutelary aiigel. The firft pnn 

lading of the diet was, to fill up the vacancy in the fe- 

nate, by new creations, in the room of the unhappy fena** 

^ Locc8K« lib. vL Hift. d< Dan, torn* iv. 

tors 



f bH maflacred at Siockbotm. Guftavki had tife iiiith to 

Have di^ly fuch perfon^ vledled^ a$ wdre pferfetty agreeable ' ' 

to him,' and devoted to his intet^ft. • Next, xYit fpeaker of 

tbb aiTembly reprefeftt.ed to the (tates the neceffity of fpee- 

dily ele<SHng a fovereigh. He drew the portrait of Gufiams 

ili ch^ra&erifing a true and patriot king, whofe vigilance^ 

v^our; a£tivity, and prudence, (hould be able to withftand 

tfll the attempts of Denmark again to fubjugate and eliflaVd 

the nation, under pretence of renewing the union of Qal* 

^ar. He concluded with obferving, that the ftates would 

fhew themfelves equally ungrateful and blind to their inte* 

reft» if, after the aftonifhing proofs df heroifm exhibited by 

Che ikdminiftrator, and the obligations conferred on his 

dountry, they hefitated aboot eleAing him foVereignf of thatt 

{People whom he had reicu'ed fi'om fervitude. The- {^$ktft 

Harangue was received With uAiverfal aipplaufej and the people^ 

urg:€d on by their sfceal, Anticipated the ^otes of the fenators 

and deputies of the provinces, by loudly proclatnffng Guf- Guftavvs 

tavus kmg oT Sweden. It .was impoffible to collect the rotes, ^^^td ^ 

iad [^fs through the ufual forms ; the diet v(ras tumultuous ^^^i ^f 

ill their acclamations 5- a fort of enthufiafm a£hiated every Sweden. 

breaft ; peafants and burghers mingled proipifcuoufly with 

the ftates, pu&ed in to behold their prince, filled the 

ifir with their praifes^ and the words Saviour zAd Deliverer 

eccboed from every quarter, > 

SEC T. V. 

C^Htainiffg the reign of Guftayus Ericfon, to bis death 

in 1^669 
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USTjfFUS wtis charmed with the zeal of the Swedes ; 
he acknowledged, that their aiFediion exceeded bis me* 
rtt, and was' more agreeable to him than the efie£b of their 
gratitude; He made fome feint attempts, out of modefty, 
to'refufetbe crown ; but he was oVer-ruled by the prayers 
and entreaties of the whole afiemUiy. In a word,^ he afcend*" 
ed the throne, to which he paved, the way by his valour and 
p^erfeverance ; he. was folemnly acknowledrcd king of all 
S^weden and the Two Gethlandsy by the unitedr voices of the 
fenate, deputies, and people,' who io^mbdiately took anoatb^ 
qf fidelity* The diet were jprc&hg for hts coronation at the 
fame time; but this he wifely declined, under pretence of the^ 
zKceffity of immediately re$urniag to tfaeiiegeof £/acib60ik0i but^ 
, Mod- Hist. Vol. XXXIII. L in 
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in renUty becaufe he did not t^ink himfelf fufficiently fecare 
upon the throfie^ to omit thofe oaths ufually exaSed by the 
clergy, in coiifinnation ^f their rights and privilejges. 
Stock** . TtiB return of Gujiauus to the camp was no fooner 
iiolin known in Stociholm^ than the gove^-nor fent deputies to him^ 
furrenders oiFering to fubmit at difcretion, and leaving his majefiy ab- 
to Guita- folute m^ftei: of the terms of furrender. Gufiavus receivci 
▼tts. . them gr^cioufly, and dem^mdedy that all the money, pa- 
pers, and Hloveables, belonging to Chrt/iiany to his viceroyj^ 
archbiihop Trolk^ and admiral Narby^ ^ould be delivered to 
him. He permitted the garrifon, in confideration of their 
birave defence, to march out with their arms, baggage, aad 
the honours of war, but on condition that they did not 
carry arms againfl: Sweden for the fpace of fix months. He 
engaged to ti'aniport them to Lubecy and promifed the 
burghers that he would, with pleafure, inviolably preferve 
tke privileges of the city# The terms were accepted, tbc 
garrifon marched o\xty zryirGufiavusy accompanied by the 
fenators, nobility^ gentry, and officers, magnificently drefled, 
^ ii^ade his public entry. The confuls and magiiixates met, 
him at the gate, and on their knees prefented the keys of 
the city to his majefty. The people crouded apaong die 
fpldiefs to behold their prince ; the fky was rent with their 
acclamWonti aU were charmed with the fweetnefs and 
majefty of his air ; and nothing, could be heard but t,heir 
ibouts and cries. Gttftavus next went to the great churcbi 
. to return thanks to God for his fignal mercies in bleffing bis 
, arms with fuch extraordinary fuccefs $ after which he gave a 

' grand entertainment to the fenate, nobility, and general 
officers. ^ , 

GUSTAVtJShTLino fooner gained f)offeflion Of W« 
capital, than he began to exert the fun£lions of a king. 
Orders were ifTued to all the provinces to acknowledge his 
authority; governors were appointed, and garrifons draught^ 
ed for ' tne fortrefTes, with ftrid: injunctions to all officer^,' 
civil and militaiy, immediately to proceed to their feversl. 
departments. Every hour in the day was employed in the 
bufinefs of the nation. He received perfons of quality with 
refped, and men of merit with that peculiar g-acioufoefSf 
that diftinguiflied the patron and the friend. The peopl^» 
opprefled with the feverity of the laft reign, began now to 
. breathe ; commeribe revived, and Swedeny delivered from 
the cruel tyranny of her ancient enemies, enjoyed alt' 
the fweets :of peace and liberty, under a generous, brave^ 
and patsiot monarch. Even the court was new-modelled; 
more u&& and refinement^ the confequence oi felicity and 
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tke ki/tcfy of Sweden; , tit 

iveiUlv, vf^ic Introiduced^ either with infentiQn to foften th^ 
barbarous oianners of the people, pr to draw the nobility 
frooi their fQf(3 and caAles in the country) where they 
reigned independent^ and attach them to the court by plea- 
fujres and preferments. 

This harmony and unantqojty was but of ihort duration. Guftavot 
To clear qfFthe larg^ arrears due to the army 5 and fevera) incurs tU 
other incumbrances extremely burth&nfome to the p^plei ^ifpl^* 
G.uftuvm fomid it, ncceflkry to raife contributions on th«^'*'C/'^^^ 
clergy, and bciiig to the mint quantities of rich plate, ferv» ^^U* 
itig no other purppfes than thofe of luxury and oftentatioo* 
Here was. \y^aUh ine^imable quite loft tb the public, 8^4 
which might faithfully be called the treafiires of iniquity | 
as, inftead of maintaining the poor, and promoting piety and 
religion, it was ufed to gratify ambition, pride, and ^varice^ 
Gujiavus juftly imagined,. th^t piety, charity, and learnings 
cpnftituted the true wealth of the teachers of chriftianity^ 
and the preachers of that doctrine which, above all others, 
recgmmended thefe virtues^ and the laying up of treafures ia 
heaven. But tjrUe policy perhaps dictated different fenti** 
meots in the beginning of his reign, and the unfettled ftate 
of government. His condu6^ alienated the minds of thet 
ecdefiaftics; znd Brujky bi(bop oi Lincopin^y in particular^ 
broke out itito open rebellion, inftigated his brethren to foK 
low his .example, and accufed the king of avarice and he- 
refyj before the pope!s nuncio. Guftavus was too wife to 
defpife the clamours. of the church. He fortified himfelf 
againft the efFeSs, and at the fame time firmly purfued hi9 
defigns. An army was fent to Blekingy and that province 
Induced ; while his fleet affifted the new king of Derimark ia 
reducing the ifle of Bornholm. 

About this time it was that the reformed doflxinc Wa« fi^ ^^ 
firft iatroductd into 5^^4is», by certain German w^Pchy^nUj formed 
who imported Luther s writings; by the German foldiers in doBrita 
thcking^s pay ; and by fonie young gentlemen educated at of Lril 
WiiUnhurgh. The mofl celebrated difciple of Luiher from ther/rA* 
t^Nortby was Olaus Petri, born in the province of Nericia, cM in 
This gentleman, after ftudying feveral years under the cc- Sweden, 
kbr^tcd reformer j returned to Sweden^ where hefirft pfj. «a^^«- 
vately made feveral profelytcs, and afterwards preached his ^ouragtd 
ioarine publickly, and difputed in the fchools. The cler->^^^* 
gy* perceiving it ftruck at their temporal power, violently ^'*«f' 
^pppf^dit; and Guftavus exprefled an inclination to be in- 
«ruqed in^tlje fubje£i of their c6ntroverfy. The indepen^- 
Qcncy and freedom of this hero's fentiments formed not the 
■ ^^ Alining psirt of his charaftcr. His mind wras tpp ele- 
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tattfd to bear the (hackles of fuperftition, or to regard as 
dangerous iniiovatioris whatever appeared confoniafic to rea- 
bn. He eafily penetrated into the views of the clergy^ ^d 
perceived that their zeal for religion was infpired by their re- 
gard to their temporal interefts. The fituatipn in which ke 
ftood with the emperor, who wasfecretly intriguing to reinftate 
the late king in the throne, and with the pope, who hai 
taken part with the bilhop of Lincopingy more readily iit^ 
clined him to give ear to the feholars aind preacherd of the 
reformed religion. The ceremony of his coronation, fo 
eflential to an eledive monarchy, was not yet performed. 
This could only be done by the clergy, and it was highly 
probable they would ftrehuoufly oppole it : but the reform- 
ed dodrine fuggcfted a method for fecuring his government, 
and placing him above the reach of the church, or rather or 
reducing it within his power. He declined, however, tli- 
vulging his fentiments, until the pope's Nuncio, byexprefi 
orders from the apoftolic fee, began perfecating the refor- 
mifts, and in particular Olaus Petru who boldly defended 
his opinions, and appealed to the king. His partiaKty to 
this perfon, detefted by the cllsrgy, involved Kim more than 
ever with the church ; and matters at length came to fueh 
extremities, that either GutiavWi muft.reilgn his crown^ or 
the clergy fome part of tneir power, and particularly that 
uflirped right of perfecuting whoever differed in fentiment 
from them. It muft be acknowledged, that the nuncio, 
whethfer fecfretly gained over by GufftMLs^ or from his own 
jfiatural good fenfe, behaved with a moderation rarely found 
in thofe reprefentatives'of Ghrift's vicar. The bifliop of 
Lintoping urged him to carry matters to extremities,' to con- 
demn Olaus and his adherents as hereticks, and even to 
thunder out anathemas againft the fovereign* ; but tbis he 
declined, to the great difappointment of that violent and 
haughty prelate K 

While the kingdom was thus divided with religious dis- 
putes, Guftuvus Vit^t&.tA nothing that could contribute to 
the temporal felicity and fecurity of his fob^dr. Axlmtnl 
Norby held the ifland of Gothland in Chrifiimfs nanle, bilt in 
ov/V^Dcn- reality for his own beneiit. It had long been the fubjedl of 
mirk tf- animofity between the kingdoms of Sweden and Denmark \ 
and Gujtavus believed this a feafonable opportunity for an* 
nexing it to the crown. He was likewife ftrongly (blicited 
la"d*' d ^y '^^ regency of Lubec to engage in this enterprife ; sod 
other ur- ^01^ to chcourage him, the republic agreed to- defer the 
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P3iypient of the fiibfidy due to them for foftie years longer/ 
Accordmgly Bemad Melleen was fent with a fleet and body 
of fiorces to attempt the redu^ion of the ifland. In a fhort 
time he r^endexed himfelf mafter of the whole country, and 
then laid clofe fiege to the city and citadel of Wijby^ which 
N^ky defc^nded with great valour. In the ^ nd, perceiving 
that he coold not withAand the power of Siuei^n^ he fur- 
xendered his charge to Frederic king of Denmark^ ,on cojpdi- 
ttOQ that his majefty would permit him to hold the ifland as 
aiicf of the crown, of Denmark^ and affift him againft the # ' 
Swedes^. 

FREDERIC hzd for fome time cultivated the friend- 
ihip of Gu/iavus* In appearance he was united to him in the 
ib:i(9eft bonds of alliance, with a view, of obtaining his 
affiftance to fubdue the adherents of the late king Chr0ian : 
yet could he not refift the temptation of annexing the ifland 
of Gothland to the crown of Denmark. However, as he was 
uavilHng to break with Gujiavusy hedifpofed matters in fuch 
a manner, that it was agreed, through the mediation of the 
city of Luhee^ to hold a co;igrefs at Mabnoe^ for the final de- 
ctuon of all difputes between the crowns. But nothing . 
more was determined at this congrefs, than that matters 
ihould reft in their prefent (ituation ; namely, the Swedet 
ifi poflfeffioR of the open country and city of Jrijbj^ and th^ 
Dmtet of the citadel. 

FRED ERIC was befides ufing every expedient to 
gain the aflfedions of the Swedes^ in hopes of oixe day obv 
taining the crown ; for he was crowned, by archbtfhop Trolle^ 
kiflg of the three northern kingdoms. Gu/iavus penetrated 
his defigns, and clofely watched his motions. At the pre- 
ceding congrefs, he procured an ad, flgned by the Danijh 
commiflxoners, relinquiihing any right of dominion i>^»- 
nunrk wA^t chim over Sweden ; a conceflion highly difplea- 
fing to Frederic^ though he concealed his refentment. At 
the fame time he proved, that the ifle of Gothland bad alwavs 
been annexed to the , crown of 5wf^2r», before king WaUe^ 
nuer took jt by furprife \ that the kings of Denmark have 
ever fince. violently kept poflTeflion, notwichftanding the 
folemn promife made at their coronation, that they would 
reftore it. Guftamu alfo affirmed, that not qnly Gothland^ 
but Bleking^ Schoneny Lyfter, Huen^ and the province of /&/- 
laaiy belonged to Sweden ; and that the 'Norwegians had 
®^rtgagcd the province of Wyci to the Swedes^ for the fum of 
ten tboufand ducats. After all, the whole determined at 

* Hift. de Dan. torn. iv. Puffbnd. torn. i. p. 150. 
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Matmoi^ was to leave th^ difpute about die provhice to Ae 
dccifion of the Hanfe towns *. 

DuRiKG the king's abfence, a great number of German 

'anabaptifts arrived in Stockholm, whpfe fanaticifm carried 

them to extremhies, and occafiontd lead murmurs againft 

the government. They not only preached publicjdy a 

ftrang;e wild kind of do<^rine,^ but pulled down the images, 

pidures, and other ornamepts in the churches, and deftroj^ 

ing them with fuch fury, as terrified the papifts from oppcH- 

fmg them, and obliged the Luihtrans to diflemble their fen- 

timents, in e2cpe£tation that this ftorm would terminate ts 

their advantage. The populacf^ rooft of whom were rigi4 

papifts, and fuperftitious in proportion to : their ignorance, 

attributed thofe troubles to the proteftants, without diftm- 

guifhing betwixt the mad enthufiafm of fanatics, and tb« 

teafonable alterations propofed by the followers of Luther^ 

The feeds of difafFeflion began to fpring up in the capital, 

' and emiflaries were fent to Dalecarliaj to light up the torck 

of difcord, by the catholicks, who attributed all to the klngy 

Gufiavus no fooner returned, than he ordered the leaders di 

. ihe fanatics to be feized ; and he reproached the Lutheratt^ 

bitterly, for not oppofmg, in titrie, thofe vifionaries. He 

took efFe£lual meafures for fettling matters in DalecarSq% 

ptrmitted Olaus Petri to preach in the cathedral church a« 

gainft the dodrine of indulgences, and the pernicious confer 

quences, both to religion and the ftate, of the celibacy of 

tile clergy. He ftrongly infifted upon levying the propo(ed 

contributions on the clergy ; urging, that as the c^hurcb 

owed all its wealth to the crown, it appeared realbnable, 

that part of it fhould be returned on preffing occafiohs. lie 

permitted Olaus Petri to publifh his literal tranflation of the 

V ^'"f facred writings, giving orders to the archbifhop of C^iyZr/ to 

praers the prepare another verfion fuited to the catholic opinion ; whioh, 

ibt^^f" ^^ ^^*^* ^*^ ^^ more neceflary, as a variety of dilRsrent fcn- 

iutedim ^^"^^^^^ "^txt affcrted concerning the very fame texts, the 

//&« Swe- V^^^ ^^ which could only be knowp, by a careful comp* 

difhAuy. ^^f<^^ ^^ t)oth tranflations with the original. HeKkewifc 

guage. faid, that as many of the clergy were ignorant of the Latin 

tongue, it was probable they might often mifconftrue very 

important texts, which might open a field for new disputes. 

In a word, he faid, if they would condud their flocks into 

good pafture, they rnuft lead them with their eyes open, and 

not blindfold them, fo that pits and precipici^cs could not be 

^vqidecj. At firft the bifliops violently oppofcd this order| 

¥ Allot, fupr^ citat, 



l^vetwertinAe end forced tcr fubmit. Thebteks of the 
Niw Teftarmni i¥ere divided among thfe bilbops, each of 
[ whom was to tranflate ' a certain portion affigred him,^ 
I Brujk^ bifliQfp of Ltncoping^ alone, of ail the clergy, flood 
; out with &mnefs.' He published letters, exhorting the peor * 
pie to continue fixed in the religion of their anceflor$ ; and 
j complained loudly of the archbifhop's f>ermitting th^ facred 
i mittngs to \^t tranflated, faying, that our l^ord Jefus Chrifl 
had left his do6lrine to be interpreted only . by his fervant^ 
and minifters, in order to prevent dirpute3 among the igno^. 
lant. He alfo exhorted the people to celebrate the jubilee 
ordained by pope Ckment the feventh. In a word, he ble^r 
the coal' of contention with all his might, and laboured, 
with the utmofl diligence, to kindle a civil war in tb(i 
nation. 

GU8 T A VUS^ however, went on with the pious work' 
of the reformation. He drew the incendiary priefls out of 
DaUtarlia^ and laid down certain rules for fome of the Lu^ 
iberan preachers, who feemed to deviate from the docSlrine 
of their mafter, in preaching up faith alone, without refytdt 
to good works. At the fame time he protracted their de- 
claiming fo unhecefFarily and violently againfl the pope and 
bifhops. But to flop the mouths of the catholics,, he ap«> 
pointed a difputation between the two mofl: learned dodlors 
t>f either religion; at which were prefent the king and the 
luchbifhop. Olaus Petri remained mafter of the field, be- ' 
•cjiufe he would admit of no proofs but thofe deduced from 
«tbe facred writings, whereas Petir Gallus founded his argut*- 
nients, on the decifions of councils, and the authority of th^ ' 

'pope. Olaus juftly afErmed, that it was abfurd to urge proofs 
which he could not admit, vvhen they had the faqred wri- 
tings before them, on which both founded their dodlrines, 
and each equally allowed to be the criterion and teft of 
- truth. Moreover, his verfion of the New Teftament was re- 
ceived with applaufe, while that of his adverfaries was ra* 
jeded a$ falfe and fpurious ^ 

• What chiefly affifted the rapi,d progrcfs of the proteflant 
religion in Sweden^ was the converfion of the archbifhop, 
•who, in vifiting the feveral diocefes, laboured to eftablifh the 
dodrines of Luther, among the people. It is true, that hf s 
promotion was fubfequent to his converfion ; yet the dignity 
of hi^ high fbtion added very oonfiderable weight to his ar- 
guments ; and what would probably have been difregarded 
when delivered by a private clergyman, was reverenced and 

^ I^o^Cfv. lib, vi. 
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aff lauded frdm the mcmth of riie arcfabiflu^ ' fesie wrieersV 
s V however, alledge, and among them thei judtcioaa Pi^habrf, 
that tho archbifhop ftill contmued a zealot in the Ratitim 
catholic faith, and ufed every probable meao3 to deftroy the 
' reformed religion, and perfecute its preachers. He goes fe 
far as to afErm, that the prelate endeavoured to prevail on 
his majefty, to demand the princefs of Poland in marriage, 
with a view to attach him the more ftrongly %o the fee cf 
Rff^i ; hut that Gujiavm penetrating his deiigns, made light 
of his counfel (A). Hearing that 'the bi&ops had entered 
into a combination to perferute the reformifts, the kixig 
told them, that their condu£l woutd be more praifc^w^orthy 
and ufeful to the ftate, if tiiey applied their tfaocights to the 
diJfcharge of the public debts^ and eafmg the people of thofe 
enormoys tax^s impofed by hi^ predeceflbr. At length he 
determined ufing imore effe3ual meafures. With a ftrong 
body df troops he went to VpfoU^ and publickly declared 
his rcfolutlo'n of dnninifiiing the oppreffive number of idle 
monks and priefts in the kingdom ; who^ under pretence of 
religion, lived and fattened on the fpoils and labour vof his 
induftrious fubjeds. Their revenues, he faid, he would 
convert to the neceflary and eflcntial purposes of the ftate \ 
but perceiving that his difcourfe was not reiifiied by the peot- 
pie, he turned it to raillery, putting a crown on the archr 
bi(hop's head, and making him king of the feftival, in or- 
der that he might lodge himfelf and attendants in freer- 
quarters upon him/ He ordered a fecond difputation be- 
twetuPetir GaUus and Olaus Petri^ which, like the preceding^ 
terminated to the advantage of the latter : after which be 
publilhed an cdid, declaring himfelf head of th^ chore)), 
which was avowedly denying the pope's fupremacy. »The 
clergy remonftrated, but the king piirfued his defigns 
without regarding their refentment* The archbiChop, in 
particular, became fo violent, that his majefly found it ne- 
ceflary to, have him arrefted, but did not follow the advice 
of many of his courtiers, who were for putting him todeath. 
On the' contrary, \\p releafed, and fent him out of the way, 
under pretence of employing hin^ as his ambaiTador in Pa- 
land % a cpmmiffion which the archbifhop never executed. 



(A) We cannot take it apoa 
us to reconcile aiTerttons (6 con- 
tradidlory, in nl point fo obvi- 
ous and plain as this )>elibre us. 
6oe writer afferts, that the arch- 
j^jihop was a zealots fefprmift; 



another, that he was a rigid 
catholic, probable it i§« that 
diiferent perlbns are meanty ai 
there hq)pened a vacancy la 
the fee of l^/r7 about this tinie* 

Inftcad 



the Hiftfny cf Sfrt^lt^n^ fjy 

Ifiiftctfii cif proceeding to the court of P^A^fi^,** he retired 't9 
pantziCf and from thence recommended the care of the 
church to the bifbop 'of Lincoping ^, 

This prelate's gaining an acceffion of power, ferved onljT 
to render him more violent, and widen the breach between 
the king and the church. A fcarcity of corn happened a| 
, 4bt8 time, and the bi{hop endeavoured to perfuade the people, 
that it arofe from the increafe of herefy, and the encourage* 
inent given to the falfe doSrines of Luther, To relieve the 
neceflities of the people, Giiftpnms ordered great quantifiei 
. of corn to be imported from Livonia^ which he believed 
would prove more efiedlual than fupprefiing the growth of 
proteftantifm. He likewife gave dire£lions for publiibing 
the principal points in difpute betweeen the p^pifts and re<^ 
• /oraii0s,.and again propofed a third public difputation. Brufk^ 
bifliop of Lincopingj would by no means co'nfetit to this^ 
pretending, that as neither himfelf, nof the other biQiop^p 
entertaiined aqy fcruples about the truth of their religion, it 
would be unnece^ary, and even impious, to engage in con- 
Hoveriies, and obfcure truth with fubtlety and refinement | 
ihat it was ridiculous to difpute the truth bf a mode of wor- 
iSiip, which had flouriflied for fo many ages, and been con- 
iirmed by the -martyrdpm of fuch a number of faints. 

To divert the king from engaging in religious matters, j„triguii 
they artfully prevaileci on the fon of a peafant, named Hans^ eftht 
to perfonate Nils Sture^ fon to the late adminiflrator. Hans ckrgr. 
repaired, as had been concerted, to Dalecarlia^ a province A. D. 
in which the name of Sture was held in veneration. His 1527. 
arrival drew crouds of followers, and fo confiderable a party 
.was formed in his favour, that the young impofto/s ambi- An im» 
tipn was fired, and bis hopes elevated with the thoughts of pofior 
dethroning GufiayuSy and fucceedingto his crown. He wa^ tlaimtthe 
powerfully fuccoured by the archbifhop of Dronihtim je trown. 
Norway^ aqd at laft the Palecarlians broke out into open re- 
bellion, determining to fupport the pretended Sturezg^vA all 
.oppofition, and even againft the hero for whom they had 
fo lately fpilt their blood. Gujla'vus firft oppofed their folljr 
.by demonftrating, that the true ^ih Sture had been for fome 
jrears dead ; and the fepate had wrote in the ftrongeft maa^ 
ner, confirming what the king advanced, and cautioning * 'v 
.the people from embracing the caufe of an impoftor, and be- 
.iing deluded by the machinations of certain perfons^ whofe 
intereft it was to involve the kingdom afreih in a civil war. 
Their remonftrances feemed to make an impreiSon ^ the 

-^ Loccj^ir. lib. vL Vbrt. torn. ii. p. 54. et feq* 
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Wbds were for fame time quiet ; but the impoftor hid, by 
this time, formed a very confiderable intereft in N^nvofj 
where he pafled by the name of the gentleman Dalia, or 
Dali, Fredsricy king ofDenmarky likewtfe fecrctly fupportcd 
him, or at leaft connived at this plot to ruin Guftenmsy whic^ 
he perceived would furni(h him with an opportunity of re* 
4iucing the province of Wyck^^ and poffibly the whole king^ 
dom of Sivtdm' He turned a' deaf ear to all the &widijh mo* 
march's remonftrances ; but, at the fame time, mad^ profef- 
fions of inviolable efteem and friendfhip. A^laft, how^vcr^ 
he feemed to throw off all difguife, by permitting the im* 
poftor to marry a Danijh lady of thefirft quality, and. the 
queen his mother to prefent him with a gold chain on the day 
pf his nuptials. ^ 

« HAN Sy upon thefe marks of royal favour, began hit 
inarch with three hundred men, to reduce Sweden^ and de- 
throne Guflavus, The very thoughts of acquiring a crown 
would feem to havedifturbed his imagination ; for he fpoke 
., with as much fecuri ty as^ if the whole kingdom of Sweden had 
declared for him. His chief refehtment was levelled agaiiift 
the citjr of Stockholm^ which he threatened feverely to chaftife 
for the encouragement given by the inhabitants to herefy* 
Little regard, however, was paid to his impotent threat* 
V Dings by the burghers, whofe diflike to the Rsmijb fuperfti- 

tion increafed daily, and carried them fo far, as to overturn 
a monftrotls ftatue of St. George ^ that ftood in the great 
church. They likewife ordered, that the Lutheran religioa 
fhould be^ freely preached in all the churches, and divine 
fcrvice performed in the Swedijh language. Of all the tea- 
giftrates, only three had the cpurage to oppofe thefe innova- 
tions ; and their endeavours to ftem the torrent were vain. 

Circumstances were indeed very feafonable for effeSing 

a reformation, and Gujicmus availed himfelf of the opportu** 

siity. His holinefs was befieged in the caftle of St. j/ngeh 

by the emperor Charles V. He was too hard preiTed, to pay 

-all the attention 'to foreign affairs ^hich they required. 

Guftavusy believing this a favourable opportunity to reduce 

the power of the church, and accompliih his defigns, con- 

\ voked an ailembly of the ftates at Wefteraas, Here he 

Guftavos ^ublifhed a declaration, profeffing himfelf a difciple of 

i/eclare^ that do£trine taught by Chrifl and his apoftles, which vio- 

^enly in lent ecclefiaftics branded with the odious names of innova- 

favour of tion and herefy. He acknowledged his diflike of feveral 

the frote/'^YzQi^^^ ^f (h^ chufch of Rome ; particularly, the granting 

tant relt' indulgences, and that pernicious cuftpm among the priefts 

^'^*' of enriching thcmfelves, by praflifing on the ignorance and 

fuperftitioa 
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fupcrftttfon of the vulgar. He ordered, that no one fliouM 
be denied the facrament of the Lord's flipper on account of 
debts he might have contra Aed ; but that all matters of this 
nature be referred to the civil CQurts. That bilhops (hould 
not inherit the cfFeds of fuch ebclefiaftics as might die intef* 
tatej to the great prejudice of the relations of the deceafed* 
That they (hould furrender the (crown-Iands they had long 
ufurped, in order to free jthe king from the neceffity of load- 
ing the people with exorbitant tastes. In a word, he proved 
the legality of the fteps he had taken to reduce the clergy, 
by the example of his imperial majefty Charles V. who, ia- 
cenfed at the pride »nd ambitidn of the apoflolic fee^ was at 
that timt befipging Chrift*s vicar ^ 

This declaration greatly altered the fentiments of the 
people with refpcd to the king's condud. The mild and 
ilnrinuating/ manner in which he treated the turbulent and 
credulous Dalecarlians^ the tender regard he expreflcd fo« 
the eafe and happinefs of his people, as well as the mani<- 
feft intention of the late prdonances, removed all thefufpi-? 
dons raifed by the clergy, checked the growing inclination 
in favour of the pretended Sturei and fully convinced all 
fenfible and moderate perfons of the equity, thejuftice, an^ 
the good fenfe of his majefty's adminiftration. To engage 
in his intereft fome lay-fenators, who had hitherto fided with 
the clergy, he made a regulation that gratified their pride-, 
at the fame time that it humbled the arrogance if the ecclc- 
$2lftics. This was, that they fliould take place, upon all 
public occafions, of the bifnops, who had, till now, af- , 
fumed that right, and from long cuftom claimed it as in- 
difputably their due, to rank next to the fovereign. 
They were now reduced to the neceiSty of being fecond in 
precedence, the nobility were toehold the third, ecclefiaftic$ 
of the lower order were to hold the fourth, and the fifth and 
'fixfh were afSgned for the burghers and peafants. 

To oppofe this, and other encroachments on their liber- Refoltui^^ 
ties, the clergy met in St. Gileses church, and there took a eftke 
foJemn oath, never to countenance or fufFer thofe indigni- cltrgy^ 
tics put on their facred order j never to confent to the aliena- 
tion of the church-lands, or any other of the late alterations 
made by the king, or contained in his declaration at Wefte^ 
raas. This aflembly was held with fuch privacy, that it 
pever came to the king's knowledge till five years after, 
^hen the paper was found, figned by all thofe who Kad 
tffitercd into the engagement. He went on, therefore, in 
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the itivgn of retrenching their pow^r, reprefentiffg td tlM^ 
ivbo efpoufed the church, hovir much the crown-revenues 
AiiTered by the weak indulgence and fuperftitious liberality 
of hi9 predeceflbrs to the clergy. He faid; that mofl: of the 
, biihops had revenues fuperior to thofe of the fovereign ; thitt 
they were rifen to a height of power dangerous to the com* 
mon wealth ; that they poflefied caftles and fortified pUcer» 
which fet^them above dependance on the crown, enabled 
them to excite troubles in the kingdom, and was the means 
of their enOavtng Sweden to Denmark ; that pomp ^nd luxd* 
ry had taken place of piety, learning, and morality among 
them, to tb^ great prejudice of fouls, and misfortune of 
thofe who, born ignorant thcmfelvcs, relied upon the clergy 
, for edification. He alledged, that the nobility complained 
of their being impoveriflied, and prayed that the fuperflu- 
ous wealth of the church might be applied to their relief, 
without which they muft fall to the loweft abyfs of mifery. 
He concluded with obferving, that, by a law pafTed in the 
reign of Charles Canutfon^ the clergy were bound to reftorc 
fuch lands and efre<^s when claimed, as could be proved 
were bequeathed to them in prejudice to the Uwful heirs, 
and their defcendants. On thefe conditions he could eafe 
the people ^^ all their burthenfome taxes, reftore the nobi- 
lity to their ancient luftre, 2lnd eftabliih that equipoife of. 
wealth and felicity, which could alone afford general in- 
tent and fatisfadion "^. 

The great points which the clergy could not digeft, were 
the fequeftration of their lands, and the prohibition from 
Taming indulgences, and receiving abfolution - money. 
»i{hop Brujk replied in their name, that reftitution of grant$ 
by pious fouls, could not be made without danger of in- 
curring the Almighty'^ difpleafure ; nor indeed (iould any 
fteps at all be taken, before the apoftolic fee was confulted. 
Hitherto the ftates declined giving their opinioi^ 
.. and had rather fliewn a partiality to the clergy ; while the 
king' was fupported only by the city of Stockholmy fome of 
the nobility, and a great part of the army and common 
people. At lalt his majefty a(ked them, whether they 
would pofitively confent to his demands, without which. 
The king ^^ ^^'^i he would abdicate the crown, upon being reimburfed 
threatens <" the eftate and money he had fpent in the f(ervice of hi^ 
Hrefign country. On receiving this, he faid, he would leav^ 
thttrtnxsn. Sweden^ and never again fet foot in an ungrateful infatuated 
kingdom, doomed to perpetual flavery, either from the dif- 
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petifsi of its kings, or the tyranny of fpiritual ilxtStm. Up* 
. ^n this decoration he retired to his palace, where he IhuC 
himfelf up for four days, with the principal officers of fats 
army. ,The grand marefchal Thure yohanfon^ who was 
jnarried to the king's After, was the ftrongeft ftickler for the 
clergy. He plainly declared, that for himfelf he ihould 
never be prevailed on to embrace the Lutheran dodrine, and 
that he forefaw innumerable misfortunes to the king from 
V his ralbriefs. He was, however, over-ruled by the ftates, 

who, after taking the matter into ferious confideration, de* Tb^fltuu 
termined to conform to his majefty's will. I'mmediately the aetede /# 
bilhops were defired to furrender their cafiles ; and fome Q{bufr9p$» 
them complied without hefitation. But Brujk deiired that/^y ^nu/ 
he might keep his caftle of Mannahhada during life ; which t^epri'tn* 
bieing refufed, it was feized by the king's officers, and the ^^^^ ff 
prelate forced to give fecurity for his fidelity, and to fign, ^^ f^j 
with the other bi&ops, the rcfolution of the ftates. ^)a,^^^^rincM. 
chief articles of this refolution were, that the fcriptures 
ihould be taught in the fchools ; that the church fhould be 
filled with minifters, learned in their converfation, and pious 
Intbcfir lives ; that no church-preferments ihould be granted 
without the king's permiffion ; that when a layman fought 
With an eccleiiaAic, the former ihould not be excommuni-^ 
6ated any more than the latter, but the offender puniihed 
JKcording to taw $ that the effe<£is of a prieft' dying inteftate 
fhould defcend to his neareft relations, and not to. the 
church ; that perfonS who ufed matrimonial liberties with 
women, to whom they were, betrothed, fhould be exempted 
from allchurch-cenfure on their marrying the party ; that all 
difputes between laymen and priefls ihould be determined 
before the iecular courts ; that mendicants ihould not be. 
permitted to colled alms above twice in the yeari that 
they ihould not be abfent from their convent above two 
weeks at a time ; that they fhould not meddle with civil af^ 
6ura, excite feditjons among the common people, but employ ^ 
themfelves in their fpiritual functions, and preaching th^ 
pure word of God, in the vernacular tongue. 
' As foon as thearilembly was prorogued, hjs majefly ex- 
amined all the grants and letters of donation to the feveral 
fees, churches, and monafteriess re-annexing to the crown 
all grants made iince the year 1454. He then feized upon 
a variety of other valuable effe^s, appropriating to himfelf 
the rich moveables in religious houfes. Thence arofe pro** 
digious funs, that greatly. encreafed the roy^l revenues, fill- 
ed the treafury of Guftavus^ and enabled biqi to tranfmit 
vaft riches to his fucceflbrs. Mahy of the chief lords of the 

kingdom. 
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lungdom, angry that they did not (hare in the rpoiis of th^ 
rhurch, rcmonnrated to the king \ but he paid little regar4 
to. their complaints, and difappointed all their intrigues '• 

GUSTAVUS had now eibbliihed the bigheft reputation^ 

is a politician and foldier, at home and abroad. Frederic^ 

king of Denmark^ had long meditated an attempt to unite the 

« three crowns ; but ftruck with the ^wer, the wifdom^ and 

the bravery of Guftauusj he found it neceilary to live in 

terms of amity with him. All the prudence of the king 

could not, however, quiet the minds of the turbulent Dale- 

Rtvohef. ioriians. Inftigated by the biihops, they again took arms 

tii Dale* to fupport the pretended Nils Sture, To demonftrate to them 

cirliaiu. the impofture, Guftcems fent them abetter, written by the~ 

mother of the true Nik Sturdy but it produced no tffe£k. 

Upon this he ordered a powerful army to march agaioft 

them, on the approach of which they begged a truce, and 

proniifed to remain faithful fubj^eds, on condition that bis 

majefty woulfl not force them to embrace Lutherani/m \ that 

neither himfelf nor his officers jQiould wear furred and 

flaihed or finiihed habits ; that he would burn all who eat 

fleih on Friday ; and that he would grant a &fe retreat to thp 

impoflor, whom they called Nils Stun. Of thefc four ar* 

tides, his majefty acceded only to the firft and laftr Xhe 

impoftor fl^d firft to Norway^ afterwards to Rojiock^ and at 

kft' joined with partisans and adherents of th&^late king 

Chrijiian ; though the Danijb. writers alledge, that he was be« 

- headed at Rojiocky by order of Gu/lavusy who threatened to de^ 

tain the Shipping if the magiftrates refufed. It may be worth 

.obferving, that about this time feveral of the difcontented lords 

and the bifliops joined in a reqiueft to Sigifmund^ king of 

tahndy defcended by the mother from Wcddemar^ king of 

Sweden J to accept of the crown, which be wifely refufed^ 

knowing how impoifible it would be to unite kingdoms fo 

diftant, and not chufing to give up the certainty of his pre-* 

&nt crown for the uncertain hopes of acquiring one per-; 

haps more brilliant. 

A. D. As foon as the clergy were fufiiciently humbled, his ma- 

iSJtS. jefty fcfolved to proceed to the ceremony of his coronation^ 

hhherto deferred from a variety of contingencies. It was 

thought that this would put a flop to the great number of 

the 4eaders, and reftore the tranquillity of the kingdom. 

Guftavus was accordingly crowned at Upfal on the lath of 

February^ immediately after which he fent an army againft 

the DaUcariiansy who bad again appeared in arms. When 

• X^O^ttN. lib* VU . . , ; 
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t(ie. king's army entered the province, notice was givcii' in ^ 

the rebels, that tbey niuft either furrender the ringleaders of 
the fedition, or ftand the confequences of a battle, and fe^ 
their country deftroyed by fire and fword. They cho/e the^ 
former, laid dowp their arms, promifed fubmiiffion, and furn 
rendered their chiefs, who were immediately put to deaths 
It wa^ after this that his majefty convoked an aiTembly of th<; 
'clergy at Oerebro^ where he nrft publickly renounced fc-» 
veral of the tenets of the church of Romcy fubftituting i!4 
^eir place thofe of the Lutheran religion. Here be like-» 
wife ordained, that a profeiTor of theology (hould be eftab- Lutheratt 
liihcd in every diocefe, who fhould expound the feriptures /rc/^^r/ 
agreeable to the proteftant doSrine* When the profeflbr at efiahUJhid 
' Stura Hrft entered upon the duties of his office, by explain- in enjery 
ing the evangelifts, he with difficulty efcaped being mur-* diocefu 
dered, at th^ infligation of the bi(hop and chief nobility of 
Wtjl Gothland^ who had all entered into a league to extir<» 
pate the proteftants and dethrone Gujiavm^ founding their 
hopes on the general difcontent of the clergy, and their in-* 
fluence over the minds of the people. Such were the diffi-* 
culties with which the great Guftavus ftruggled, in eftab-« 
lifliii\g that freedom of thought perniitted by the reformed 
religion, and breaking the fetters and bondage inforced by. 
the church of Rome. They openly accufed the king of in- 
troducing herefy in the kingdom, of defpoiling the mo-« 
oaiteries and churches of their ancient privileges, and rob« 
bing them of their efFe<S):s ; adding, that he permitted monks 
to marry, fulFered mafs to be celebrated in the vulgar 
tongue, dlminifiied the numbei; of facraments^ and foiled 
theif^ dignity and luAre; in a word, that he abolifhed the 
ordination of priefts auricular confeffion, extreme unSion» 
and the invocation of faints. They concluded, that it was 
abfolutely neceflary to dethrone him and extirpate hererj^> 
£»r the prefervation of the true religion ^« 

Among the dlfcontented, the chief was Thure ydhanfanyAfreJh 
who wrote to his fons in Upland^ to raife the people in ztm&.rdellion 
againft Guftavus. The fons, however,, as fenators of iht^raifediH 
kingdom, preferred their duty to their king and, country, to *hepro* 
obeying the dictates of a ra(h bigotted parent, delivered the *^^'»^'^« 
letters to Guftavus^ promifed him the utmoft fidelity, and 
intreated that their father's crime fhould not be imputed 
to them. George J the third brother, provofl of the cathe-, 
dral oiXJpfal^ however, followed a different courfe, engaged 
ia his Other's fej^timents, and raifed confiderable diflur-i- 

< LoccEN. ibid* V&RT0T.» ubi (bpra. 
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' jbtnc^s in the territory of R^Jbgen. Than Johatifin himei 
felf did the fame in DaletlaHh and Spnalani^ where the p^o- 
|»Ie mafldcred the kin|n;'s officers, feized his fifter in her re-* 
turn from Germany^ renounced all obedience to Guftdvusi J 
obliged the Oftr9goths to do the fame, threatening to deftroy 
, their country if they refufed, and refolved to eled Magnui 
fr^yntifiriy a perfon of great confideration, and remarkable 
for his eloquence, their fovereign. Dtnmark efpoufed the 
difa(Fe£led^ and placed great confideifce in the popularity of 
yohanfin^ who declared his intereft was fo powerful,, that 
with three thoufand men he could reduce the whole king^' 
dom.. By his affiftance, the Danes thought to reannex the 
Swedijh crown to their own, or at leaft to recover the pro- 
vince of Wyck. But Guftavus concerted matters fo well, that 
the Oftrogoths laid down their arms, knd promifed inviolable 
fidelity, pirovided they were fecured in their ancient reli- 
gion ; and the difaffedied lords finding themfelves dcferted 
by the people, on whom tbey depended $ were forced to takef j] 
refuge in Denmark. Guftavus cotn^Xzititi of the countenance 
fliewn them, as a breach of the treaty fubfift^ng\ between the^ J 
two kingdoms ; but inftead of any conceffions, Frederick 
pulhed on by the great promifes of the fugitive Sweeksy de- 
manded reftitution of the province of Wyckj and payment of 
a fum of money which he alledged was^due to him from* 
Guftavus^ becaufe the Swedijh commiffioners did not appear 
Ouftavat at Lubec at the time ftipulated by the treaty of Malmse. To' 
ret^ms a this haughty demand, Guftavus replied with firmnefs, ac- 
fiarp an- cufing Frederick of mean intrigues, and declaring to him* 
/n»)trto the fbat peace or war with a pfince whofe word could not be 
Dani/h depended on, was to hirw a matter of indifference. Sur- 
ambaf*' prifcd artd mortified with this anfwer, the Danijh ambaf-^- 
Jmaorm fedor returned ; and Guftavusy after difperfing the troops- 
Kaifed by G^.^^^ provoft of Upfal^ and taking himfelf pri- 
foner, applied ferioufly to diffipate the difcontents cx->^ 
cited by the clergy. He pardoned the inhabitants of Sma^ 
land and Vifigoth^ and he reftored to hrs favour the chaptenT 
of Skara and Lincoping. Thefe, charmed with hia mode* 
ration, wrote bitterly to their bifiiops, fummoning them 
Co appear in Sweden to jufiify their condu£t. In a word, 
matters were in a fair way of being happily adjufted on all 
bands, when a freih accident had almoft again embroiled 
the nation ". ' 

The fubfidy promifed by Guftavus tathe regency of Lubec 
was ftill^ues for the paymenis of which, the ftates agreed 

' v.V&RTOT. ttbifupni. 
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to give his mSgefty all the ufelefs bells of the churched and 
fiionafteries* The people were fhocked at the facrilege^ 
and the DaUcarlians in particular expreiTed their love for re- 
ligion, byxrhuiing to rife in rebellion againft their king, re-* 
nounce the moft folemn engagements^ and involve theic 
country in a civil war^ rather than part with thofe fuper-^ 
iluities of religion and appendages of weak fuperftition* 
iSufiavus^ in bis ufual manner, had firft recourfe to lenity Pufthtf 
and argument ; but finding thefe inefFeSual, and that the difiur^ 
Dakiorlians had the prefumption to fummon twelve perfons fiances 
ixom each province to m^t at Abroga^ to deliberate on the,^^'/^^ h 
prefent ftate of the kingdom* he haflened to break their ^^'Z"''^^' 
meafuresj and crulh rebellion in the feed* After aflembling V'-rTt 
the flates it Vpfal^ he nriarchcd with a powerful army to the V^'r j, "^ 
frontiers of the provinces, explained his reafons for applying y^///^/^/^ 
the bells to the purpofes of the ftate j and when he found ^^^ *W/, 
them untra<£lable, gave a feigned order to his troops^ to fire 
on the members of the illegal afTembly, with which they were 
So intimidated, that they fell at his feet and impdoi'ed his 
mercy. Upon their folemnly promiflng eternal fidelity, he. 
once more pardoned the Daieearliansj at the interceilion of 
the fenate ; but was no fooner departed, than, unmindful of 
their obligations^ they had again recourfe to arms, engaging 
not to lay them down until his majefty (hould promife not 
to apprp^ch their frontiers. with above a certain prefcribed 
number of attendants. 

His majefty was diverted from punifhing the perfidious 
DaUcarlians by a treaty of marriage, in which he was en- 
gaged with Katharimi. daughter of Magnus^ duke of Sapce^' 
Lunenburgh, This lady he efppufed before the public tran- 
quillity was Tefl:ored, inltal ling itfttr^wfPffr/, a proteflant, 
in the archbifhopric of Upfal^ that the ceremony might be 
performed with .the more dignity by a prelate of the re- 
formed churchy and giving him at thejame time a guard of 
500 men, to render him more refpeiShble to the canons 
and chapter. By this means the canons were not only 
humbled in a (hort time, and obliged to furr^nder all their. 
plate and lands, but turned out of their places, and fupphnted 
by young ftudents of the prpteAant religion. . ^ . ^ 

CHkIS TIANy in the mean time, was n^aking prepa- Chriftian 
rations to recover his throne. He had formed a powerful rnakeifu- 
intcrefl in Norway^ and was at the bottom of alnroft all tue/^^^'^'^ 
tumults excited in Siueden. By the intrigues of Gu/tavus ^^/^^^'^ 
TrjilU^ he became fo formidable, as. to. require his majefty's ^ 
ferious attention, having put to fea with thirty (hips and ten ^ 
thouCind land-forces, with intention to^ invade Sunden* 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXllI. M His 
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HiJ fleet was, however, ovcr-tafken m a Tiolent rform, lA 
which ten (hips periflied^ Chrijtian being forced with the 
reft to the coafl: of jW*rw/y. I*rom thence Tr^/Zlr wrote to 
the Dalecarliansy befeeching th^m to take ann» againft 
Guftavusy as a perfon determined to rout out the trte re)i« 
gion, and deflroy public liberty. Hie befides intrtgued with 
the inhabitants of Nyloff, about furrendtring theil* city td 
Chrlfiiany whofe troops had akeady gained p^ffdfioA of th« 
citadel of Olufsburghj in the pl-ovince of ffyd. 
These attempts were alarming, at there could be no fc- 
. curity for the affeftiofis of a people who had fo oHtn rfe- 
belled, and who were now recalling a tyrarit dethroned by 
the unanimous voices of the ivhole kingdom. Gujiavus^ 
therefore, refolved up^n vigorous meafures. He fent the 
grand marefchal Sigefon and Sefen Kyly with a confiderablc 
body of troops to Lodtfe^ to cover that frontier. Thefe ge-^ 
nerals attacked and defeated Chfifliarfs army ilear Babusi 
which fo incenfed that prince, that he bitterly reproached 
*Ihur£ Johanforiy with mifreprcfentlng the ftatc of affairs in' 
SweJen'i and three days after that noblettian's body and head 
were found feparated in the fiieets, by order, as wsis filp-' 
pofed, of the bloody Chriftian, After this crliel aAion he 
' gained a confiderable advantage over the SwiAi/h army, by 
means of a ilratagem, which proves that he pofiefled the abl-- 
lities of a warrior and foldier. Sigefon^ however, flopped 
his progrefs, and blocked up the pafles to Hallahd and 
Schonen^ which obliged him to return to N^rwmy^ vvhere he 
capitulated with the Danijh generals, furrendered hinifelf ta 
them, and was treated by Frederic as a prifoner, withbut re- 
gard to the articles of the treaty ^ 
He is made GUSTJFUS feeing himfelf thus happUy delivered 
pri/oner. from an enemy that had always raifed apprehenfieifs In his 
mind, coft much trouble, and occafioned various infurrec** 
tions in the kingdom, took the Dalecarlians once itiore to 
tafk, feized the chief mutineers, put fome to death, Snd (htit 
up the reft in dungeons in Stockholm j after which wc hear 
iif> more for fome time of their feditious humour. 

It was about this time that difputes arcfe between the 
Fletnlngs 2LnA Hanfe towns, about thecommercfe of the Baliii*' 
A. D. The former rofe in wealth and powdr, in proportion as the 
'53^* latter declined, and from the fame reafons. The Hanfe' 
towns were in a manner the carriers of Europe^ fuppfying alf 
^he fouthern and weftern ftates, with nor only the commo- 
dities of xhc north, but thofe of the eaft likewife. The difco- 

^ Locc£N. lib. vi. 
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veries made ip navigation not long after, the compafs,the paflage 
By the Ce^e ofGoodHope^ and the vaft improvements in the art 
pf failing, in geography and aftronomy, firft led the Portu^ 
^guefey the DuUhy the Englijh^ and other nations, to fliare 
the trade with the Hanje towns and free ftates of Italy, The 
Dutch, in particular, puflied the advantage with that fpirit parrel 
of perleverance peculiar to this people. They carried on an i^etiveen 
immenfe trade, not only to the eaft and weft, and ^^^ Hanfe 
even at this time endeavoured to (hare the ti-ade of^o<wns and 
the l^altic with the Lubeckers^ which the latter regarded as ^^^^^^^ch, 
an encroachment on their rights. Hence arofe new matter 
of trouble to Gu/iavtiS' The Lubeckers demanded the fole 
privilege of this commerce, and infifted upon the Sweden 
excluding the Flemings in particular. This Guftavus re- 
fufed., as unreafonable in itfelf, and prejudicial to his fubje<3s. 
The Lubeckers, were incenfed and difappointed j thfey de- 
ihanded the remainder of the money due to the republicj| 
and Guftavus defired they would prove their claim. Matters 
rofc to fuch a height, that the haughty Lubeckers puWickly 
declared, that as they were the inftruments of his eleftion, 
fcthft)!: would now punilb his ingratitude by dethroning him. 
Accordingly they made preparations, united themfelves with 
the difafFeiled Sw^^if/, and entered into every cabal and in- 
trigue* formed againft the king. They corrupted certain 
burghers of Stockholm^ confpired with them againft tjie life 
of this great priace, and in the defign of rendering this ca- 
pital a free ftate, united in interefl, and upon the fam<p 
footing as the Hanfe towns. The fcheme was to place % 
train of powder under the king's throne in the great church, 
to blow hln? .up, together with the principal peffonages of, 
his court, and to put the city under the government of the. 
regency of jt«^«i:, until a proper* fcheme of adminiftfation; 
was devifed.. . Happily the plot was difcovered, the confpi- 
rators feized,; and punifhed with the feverity their crime 
ip^ritcd. Laftly, the republic iqvited Suante. Stuj^ej pf the 
family of the late adminiftrator, then at the court of Saxer 
Lawetiwrgy to cpndu£l:,thc cnterprife againft Guftavus^ ima- 
gining that, his prefence would bring a great number of per- 
fons to efpoufe their caufe. On his refufal, they addrefled 
, themfelves tojohn earl of Holfteitfy who harboured fome dif-^c 
contents againft Guftavus i and he, fired with ambition and 
revenge, liftcnccl to the propofals of the regency. 

PRE D ERICy king of Denmark^ was now dead, A^ P- 
and his fucceflor thinking an alliance with Sweden neceflary 1534» 
to infure peace to the firft years of his government, fent am* 
bafladors to Guftavus^ by whom he was informed of the com- 
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bination againft him. A treaty of alliance was iiccordinglf 
concluded between the two courts, after which Guftavus or- 
dered all the Lubec merchantmen in his ports to be feized. 
The Danes perceiving that a war between SwhIm and the 
Henfe towns would neceflarily involve them likewife in 
difputes, offered their mediation, which the Swedijh monarch 
accepted. As to the republic, fo afTured was fhe of the 
great monarchy fketchcd out for herfelf in the north, that 
ihe fold DenmarJc \o Henry VIII. of England^ that prince 
aftually advancing 20,000 crowns, and IHpuIating to pay 
the remainder as foon as the conqueft was compleated and 
delivery made. The projefts of the repubh'c being fo vaft 
and extenfive, no wonder the mediation of i)^«OT^2ri^, deemed 
already a conquered country, fhould be rejefted. To pro- 
fecute the plan, it was neceflary Chrrftian (hould be fet at 
liberty, as that prince had iliU a great number of adherents 
both in Sweden and Denmark, For this purpofe Chriftophify 
carl of Oldenburgh^ who was entirely ignorant of the private 
defigns of the regency, was chofen to fet his Icinfmah fitz 
by force of arms. Their operations were to begin with 
Denmark^ not doubting but Sweden muft neceflarily follow 
the fate of that kingdom. At firft the Lubeckers met "W^ith 
confiderable fuccefs \ but the Danes elefting Chriftian III 
Who was married to the fifter of the queen of Sweden^ that 
prince demanded afliftance'of his brother-in-law, and was 
powerfully fuccdured. Thus Sweden^ inftead of being prin- 
cipal in'the war, became only an auxiliary 5 and Denmaky 
that feemed to be entirely out of the quarrel, and was aAing 
the part of mediator, now became principal. 

As ytt have .already fully related the particulars of this 
war, we fhall here touch upon fuch circumilances only, a$ 
immediately concern the kingdom of Sweden. Gufunmittit 
a reinforcement by £ea and land to Chriftian. The former 
wae unfortunate 5 fevcral of the tranlports fell into the 
hands of the enemy ; and admiral Flemings in particular, 
with five hundred failors, was made prifoixer and <:arricd to 
Danizick, The land-forces met with better fuccefs. They 
marched through Halbnd^ took the cities Helmftadi and 
Lakolnif befieged tVaerberg^ pafied through SchoThm^ and 
joined the inhabitants to make head againft earl Chrlfiopher* 
They engaged that prince, took Mark Meyer^ burgo riiafto' 
of Lubecj prifoner, confined him in Waerherg^ where by fc^' 
tagem he made himfelf mafter of the citadsi?, 

s f UH. de Dan. tom. v. 
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tK tlic mean time, Guftavus received advice from fcveral - ^ . 
elf the German princes, of a confpiracy formed againft him ^W'" 
hy the burghers of Stockholm. Inccftfed at this fecond at- ^f^ ^ 
tempt, he ordered the confpirators to be feized and put ^^ again fi the 
death. It is faid that Olaul Petri had learnt the particulars kin£^Ufe^ 
of the plot, from a perfon who came to confefs himfelF; that 
he communicated it to Loe% Anderfon^ chancellor of the court, 
but that neither of them difcovering it to the king, both were 
condemned to death as accomplices, but redeemed their lives 
with a great fym of money. This ftory, inconfiftent in it- 
ielf, "Was probably propagated by the Romijh clergy, in order 
to prejudice the reputation of thefe two favourites; we fay ' 
inconiiftent, becaufe both the chancellor and Olans were 
proteflants, and neither could receive information by auri- 
cular confeflion **, 

The war fiill went on, and the Lulec fleet was defeated 
by the combined fquadrons of Sweden and DenmarL . 

After this fuccefs, Chriftian III. contrary to the advice 
of his council, made a voyage to Stockholm^ with intention to 
difcover to Guftavus^ the intrigues of Charles V. who, under 
pretence .of feating /V^fl/i?r/V, count palatine, on the northern 
jthroneSy had no other view than to gain the fuperiority of 
the northern and Baltic feas. He was likewife defirous of 
cxprefling his gratitude to Guftavus^ for the powerful fuc- ' 
cours he afforded, and of inducing him to continue his good 
offices. His reception was fuch as might' have been ex- ' 

pefled from a great and magnanimous prince, too generous 
tofeize ail the advantages which the occafion offered, or to 
diftinguifb himfelf a deep pojitican, by approving hi mfelf a 
bad man. The Danijh writers, indeed, drop obfcure hints, 
which feem to reflefton his character, or deprive him of the 
virtue of hofpitality at lead ; buf had they known any thing 
to his prejudice, they would have certainly exprefled them- 
fclves more diftinfily. 

- It was fome time after that GuJIavus hsid reafon to be dif- Jeatoufies 
plcafed with his "Danijh majefty, when he flruck up a peace between 
with the city of jL«J^r, without acquainting the king with Den tui^k 
his intentions; pr fo much as once mentioniftg his name in ^«^ 
the treaty. This it was that obliged him to recall his forces Sweden, 
and fleet from Denmark^ that fet Chrijlian upon making apo- 
logies, and convinced Gujlavus that his defigns were no lefs A. D. 
than effefting the conqueft of Sweden. To prevent his beinjg 1536. 
furrounded by enemies, his Swediflf majefty conclii^ed peace . ^ 
f«r fixty years with the Ruffians. At the fame tiirie he criar- 

k LoccEN. Kb. vi. 
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*lAt^' Margaret J daughter ot Jbrabam Eriekfiny goverrwro^ 
ffyi Gothland, whofc intereft was very powerfuJ, with io- 
tention to efiablifb the external tranquillity of his kingdom. 
His former queen had been dead feme time before, and be 
preferred this to foreign alliances with good reafon, as 
afterwards appeared from the fervices done to duke yohn. 

Hitherto the kings of Siveden and l)mmark preferred 
the exterior of friendChip, but there were fecret jealoufics 
and fufpicionsy which broke out into open war at the death 
of Guftavus. Denmark could never forget its former fupc- 
riority, nor lay afidc all thoughts of re-annexing Sweden to 
A. D* ^^^ crown 5 but the charafter of Guftavus intimidated the 
^540- I^^f^ifl^ monarchs from attempting it openly. They fatij- 
fied themfelves, therefore, with intriguea and cabals to dif- 
turb his peace, and alienate the minds of his fubjeSs, An 
inftance of this now occurred in Smaiandy where the inha- 
bitants were excited to revolt by the intrigues of Cbriftm* 
Their rebellion, however, did not remain long unpuniAd* 
Guftavus J with his ufual rapidity, marched aglinft then?, 
obliged them by the terror of his name to lay down their 
arms, and then granted an amnefty. 

As the emperor Charles V. had openly elpoufed the czuk 
of count Palatini fon- in-law of Chrifiian II. then prifop^r 
Cadavus in Denmark^ Guftcvbus endeavoured to fortify himfclf againft 
forms an all attempts, by foreign alliances. After carting bis eyes a)l 
alliance around, he perceived none more favourable to his deftgns 
Kvith ^ then the friendfhip. of France, fays Puffendorf\ though wc 
Francis L confefs wc cannot fee what eXpefiations he could have from 
this alliance. Thither Guftavus fent his fecretary to pa«c 
the way for a treaty, by propofing certain commercial regu- 
lations for the mutual advantage of both kingdoms* Tic 
ambaflador Vas inftruded to offer, that the Swedes would 
trade dire6il)^, to France for wine and fait, inftead of taking 
them as ufual of the Flemings, his majefiy intending tP 
efiabliih magazines, and fell thefe commodities at a certain 
price to his fubje<3s. This projeft never took place, but 
we are left in the dark with refpcft to the c^ufes of its tpif- 
carriage. The French court received his majefly*s propo- 
fitions favourably ; the Swedes were permitted to buy f»U> 
without paying, the ufual duties^ and a treaty of trade aiwf 
- ' navigation was concluded* Afterwards Francis I, made a 
particular enquiry into the flate oi Sweden, a kingdom very 
little knowp,.at that time among t^e fouthern ftates of E^ 
A.U. r^^^; andteinjfjvell informed ofthecharafler of G«/?tf«/«/>a''^ 
'54^' of the warlike "drfpofitmns of his fubjcds, he readily con- 
fcnted to the alliance propofed; Guftavus m confequcnce 
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/cftt i magnificent emb^fly Into France^ in order to- imprefs 
a hfgh opinion of his power; both kings engaged mu- 
tuaiiy to afBft each other againft all their' enemies, with 
25,000 men and 50 ihips of war 5 and a treaty of alliance 
otfenfive and defenfive was iblemnly executed. 

This very ufelefs treaty being finifhcd, Gu/iavus again re- Guftavns 
filmed his great dcfign, of confirming himfelf and his fdi-ficuresthg 
mily in the throne. Affemhling the ftates at Wejleraas^ he ^ronxjn in 
prevailed on them to make the crown hereditary in his^'^^;^^ 
houfe, and found no great difficulty in obtaining whatever •^'^'^' ^ 
hff defired. He had before made overtures to the fame pur- ( ^"^ ^ 
•pofe, but the fituation of affairs at that time was unfavour- !j^ ^^^^ 
able. Now his power was eftabliflied, the nation fenfibleof 
his merit, and their own obligations. • He had delivered 
them from the cruel yoke o^ Denmarky he had refcued thcrti 
from the tyranny of priefthood, rendered Sweden happy 
at home and refpeftable abroad ; they could not therefore 
refufe to reward thefe fervices by an a61: of gratitude, which 
fcould at the fame time moft effeftually exclude alt futurp 
claims of the Danijh monarchs, and attempts to unite thp 
crowns. Thus it was that the yoiiUfg prince £nV, then ele- 
ven years of age, w?is chofen fucceflbr to his father's throne, 
and with this extraordinary privilege, that his defcendants in 
the male line fliould fiiccemvely inherit the crown ; with 
this reftri£tion, however, that whenever the male line ben 
came extin£t, the eleftion of a new king fhould devolve oii 
Ae fenate and ftates. In this aflembly the ftates took an 
wh, conftantly to maintain the true evangelic religion, 

I according to the tenets of the reformed church, and never to 
tolerate any other in the kingdom ; fo that from this time we 
may date the entire extin(3:io1i of the Romijh religion in 
Sweden, 

The king of Denmark received with chagrin and afto- 
fliihment the news of the aft of hereditary union, as it was 
called. It abfolutely cancelled the treaty of Calmar^ and 
cut off all profpeft of reuniting the crowns ; vet could not 

. Cbri/ilan perfuade himfelf altogether to relinijujfh' his claims. 
He therefore ordered the Sivedijh arms to be. quartered wittt 
his own, as a public declaration of his right. Guftavus fent 
ambafladors to him to complain of this infult ; but he could 
procure no redrefs from this joung and ambitious prince^ 
Wated with the late advantages obtained over the Luheckers^ « 
by which he gained entire pofleffion of Denmark, His Swe^ 
'£Jb majefty, far advanced in years, and broke with care 
and fatigue, dlffe'mbled bis refentment. Unwilling to enter 
tipon a new war in the decline of life, he chofe toprcfervc 
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his authority rather by his reputation, than by arms. He 
knew how vain the pretenGons of the Damjh monarch were, 
• without the power of enforcing them, and contented him- 
*fclf with fixing the crown, by a folemn aft of the diet, in his 
own family. It.wasneceflary, however, that feme meafure 
(hould be taken to quiet the jealouii^s that threatened arup- I 
ture between the two kingdoms. Accordingly a negoti^ticB 
was fet on foot, the two kings had an interview at Bromfi' 
broo^ and it was agreed to defer the dccifion of their ditfo- 
rences, or the renewal of their difputes, for the tei-ni of fifty 
years. 

He Applies G USTJFUS having now eftabliflied the public tran- 
^z/j9y/W/9cruiIIity on a folid foundation, applied his mind to the arts of 
fife pacific peace, the encouragement of fciencc and commerce. The 
^^f* cities were beautified by ufeful edifices, men of genius in 
every profeiEon patronifed, fhips built and conftruSed upoa 
a new plan, merchants of every country invited to ttsdc 
with Sweden^ the army and navy put on a refpediable foot- 
ing ; in a word, every meafure feduloufly purfued that coiJd 
render his people happy, and himfclf powerful. • To fettle 
the affairs of his own family on the bell footing poffible, hc 
afSgned portions for the younger children. Xo yobn^ the 
fecond fon, he gave Finland *y to Magnusy the third, the pro*' 
vince of Weft Gothland; and to Charles^ his fourth fon, Nf^ 
ficiaj Sundermannia^ and fFermeland^ were given, as the per* 
tipns, for which they did homage to the crown. £ach of the 
children Had 1 00,000 crowns in money, befides other valu- 
able moveables. To Ericy his eldeft fon, he afligned the pro- 
vince of Smaknd* to maintain his houfhold until be came to 
the throne ; after he had firft figned an inftrutnent, proau- 
fing fidelity and obedience to his father and the ftates ; iQ 
employ all his power in defending th^ frontiers of the king- 
dom ; to form no alliances but with the confcnt of the king 
^nd the ftates ; to communicate all letters he {hould receive 
from foreign princes and ftates ; with a variety of other ar- 
ticles, which Ihewed the caution and prudence of Gufr 
favus. 

NjEXT Ije thought of ftrengthcning his family by (omt 
cinfiderable alliance. He apprehended that the powcrfw 
intereft of the younger children, and the promifmg genius 
of duke yohn^ in particular, might one day create trouble to 
Bricy and excite civil commotions^ To preferve them la 
their obedience, he imagined no ftep would be more condu- 
cive than marrying prince' Ezu^io fome powerful family* 
whofe intereft and connexions ihould be able to fupprei^ 
ill attempts to difturb the government. In this view, no 
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ftlliaace was fo detirable as that of Elizabeth queen of Efig^ Hefropc/ii 
iand. Her great qualities, her dignity, and dominions, made ^ treaty of 
this princefs the obje^ of the ambition of every afpiring marriage 
.young prince in Europe y but rione flood a fairer chance ^^*W'''^« 
• than Ericy on account of tjie reformed religion now eft a- /f'^' 
bliflied iti Sweden. Pi&/7/^ of S^tf/Vs dominions were vaft ;^"*^ ^^"^ 
but this very circumftance, together with his religion, werc^^^r'*!, 
unfurmountable objeSions. The fame obje£tions might be Vj^^u d 
made to the duke of Jnjou ; but with refpefl to Eric there 
could be none, except what depended on her own inclinati- 
ons, abftraded from motives of policy. Eric's perfon too 
was graceful ; an air of empire and majefty diftinguilbed bis 
gait 5 every adion was performed with peculiar fire and ar- 
dour; and a certain impetuodty in his difpofition might 
.cafdy be miftaken for valour and courage. However, his 
.father had private reafons for not permitting him to pay his 
addrefles in peribn to the queen of England. Guftavus was 
extremely jealous of the honour of his family ; and he per- 
ceived fomewhat in his fon's temper, which rendered it ne-, 
ceilary to keep him at bome.^ In fa^, his good qualities 
Were obfcured by violent gufts of paffion, which fometimes 
rofe to a dangerous height, obliterated every trace of reafon, 
and rendered him little better thaa a maniac. This had 
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.once made Guftavus refolve to beftow the crown on his fe- 
cond fon ; from which he was qnly deterred by the fear that 
a civil war might enfue. It now, however, determined 
him, to refufe his fon's earned requeft to go perfonaliy to 
Englandy an^ rather to negotiate the marriage by ambaila- 
dors. However, to fatisfy the prince, he confented that his 
brother duke f^ihn Ibould vifit London^ under pretence of 
travelling for his education, pay his compliments to the 
queen, and obtain a pofuive anfwer. The ambaiTadors had 
before fpent fome time at the court of London^ without 
making any progrefs in the treaty of marriage. The artful 
queen had treated them, in her ufual manner, with the ut- 
inoft civility and moft gracious affability, but induftrioufly 
avoided an explanation od the fubje6l of their embafly. 
All kinds of diverfions were contrived to divert their at* 
tention from fhis object ; while the queen gratified her own 
vanity, with entertaining lovers at her court, and at the 
fame time regarded her interefl: too much to fhare her power 
9nd authority with a hufband. 

Prince Eric^ growing impatient at the little fuccefs of 
|he Swedifi ambaUadors, duke yohn^ the king's fecond fon^ 
vai feht to England^ to expedite their meafures, and giv^ 
weight to the embafly. On his arrival he was careffed, 
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A, p. magnificently entertained, and treated with the utmaft fjf- 
1560. fpeS, hy EUzaheth. The young prince fliewed equal libe- 
rality. His public entrance was extremely pompous ; and, 
not contented with the magnificehce and fplendor of his 
appearance, he threw large iams of money among the {x>- 
pulacc, to imprefs them with ft high opinion of the power 
and generofity of his country. After alhort refidcnce, be 
returned to Sweden^ affuring his brother, that nothing more 
was wanting to complete his defire, than pcrfonally to ap- 
peal at the Englijh court ; however, as he brought with 
him no fort of proofs in writing, nor a fingle claufe con- 
cerning a treaty fo important, the penetrating king foon 
difcovercd, that his fon had miftaken compliments for the 
queen's real fentiments, and was, in fad, the dupe of her 
fupe!*ior policy. 

With tHefe thoughts l^e aflembkd the ftates, to deliberate 
on a matter fo important to the kingdom 5 And here he cotr- 
firmed not Only the fucceffion in his own family, but like«- 
wife the will he had drawn out in favour of his younger 
children. As the nation had been at great expences in the 
late embaflies to England^ Eric Was conftrained to promifc to 
the ftates, that, provided he ever became king of England^ 
he would always fupport S^veden^ when attacked, with ail 
the power of that kingdom ; and that, in cafe he failed in 
his purfuit of obtaining the queen's confent, he would rdt- 
Imburfe his brothers in the fums expended inthis'defign, as 
foon as he came to the throne of Sweden. Encouraged bjr 
thcfe promifes, the fubjeS of a treaty of marriage was again 
refumed, great fums were advanced to fupport the prinde 
with fplendor at the court of England^ and he proceeded ctx 
his journey as far as Lodefe^ where he propofed to embark 
for England^ when the melancholy news of the king's death 
made him lay afide all thoughts of the voyage and marriage^. 
Gujiavus was attacked with a flow fever at Siadholm, His" 
ftrength declined infenfibly ; but after the change in hii 
conftitution became vifible, he could never be perfuaded t6 
relax in the leaft in his attention to public affairs. As if he 
had forefeen how fiiort he had td live, his application wai 
redoubled, to leave the kingdom in the heft condition 
poifible at his death. Deterrrsined to reign to the laft 
moment, he fcnt for Erie Sienon^ fecretary of ftate, and 
related to him fome matters that concerned the moft fecrct 
- affairs of his government. He then ordered his children to 
be called ; ftrongly recommended unanimity and brotherly 
afftftion to them. To the younger fons he faid, that obe- 
dience to their brother Ericy now ^bout to fgicceed to his 

crowni 



The Hiftory af Sweden, . 155 

^rown, would be the trueft teft of their wifdom ; after 
^hich he difmiiied them with his bleiling, to prevent their 
being dif^urbed with the tears and cties of his attendants. 
, He prdel'ed his phyficians, who flattered hiro with th.? hopes 
of recovering, to be difcharged. The laft moments of his 
life were employed in prayer, and he died a Chriftlan, as Death of 
he had lived a hero, on the twenty -ninth day of 5<?/>/^7«^r, G*i^^*vu«. 
in the year 1560, aged fcventy. His body was interred ix 
Uffaly and his funeral obfequtes celebrated by the (ears 
andpraifesof his fubje£ls, and the remembrance of all the 
heroic tranfaftions of his lire ^ 

Thus died the great Gujiavus Vafa^ after obtaining thfr ^/^ ^^^ 
crown by his valour, and-refcuiag the nation from ^^very, ^^^j^;.^ 
by his perfeverance in virtue and patriotifm. To the free- 
dom and independency of his notions, rather than to the 
piety of hi^ fentiments, we may afcribe the revolution 'he 
efie£ted in the church. After difpofing at will of the laws, 
, religion, and property of his fubje£ls, he di^d univerCal^y 
I adored and regretted. His chara^er was indeed very ex- 
traordinary, if we confider the circumftances of the times 
when iie flouriflicd. In an age of ignorance he became 
learned \ in a country the mofi barbarous, perfe6lly civilized; 
intvery thing he excelled the reft of mankind, uniting all rhe 
accoinplifliments of the gentleman, foldier, and ftatefman. 
His perfon was graceful, his air noble and majeflic, his 
eloquence rapid and nervous, and his addrefs irrefiftiblt. 
The ftream of his policy flowed clear, and unpolluted wi4x 
mean intrigue and low cunning, in which too frequently 
conftfts the wifdom of princes. In a word, he found the 
nation enflaved to Denmark^ he reftorcd public liberty j he 
; fct the confciences of men free from the tyranny of fpiritual 
! thraldom. He made commerce and arts flourifh, raifed the 
power and reputation of his crown, rendered his people haf>- 
py, fecured their affedion?, and acquired the efteem of all 
Europe, He lived the admiration of mankind, and died the 
idol of his own fubje^ls, founding the furname of Greats not 
in bieod, but on all thofe noble arts that ennoble humanttyy 
aad truly conftitttte the hero. 

. ^LoccEK. lib. vi. PvpFEND. toin« i. p. 384. Vbrtot, 
torn* iu p. 249. 
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S E C T. VI. 

Containing the reign of king Eric XIV. 

Ericyir- Tf^RIC afcended the throne of Sweden at the age of 
teedstotbe twenty- feven years, after having compieated his cdu- 
thrqnt, cation, and gained the reputation of a finilhed gentleman. 
^ His accompli{hments were rather ftriking than foiid. He 
^'^' fpoke the modern languages, danced gracefully, performed 
^ ^^' the manly exercifes like a prince, was eloquent, eafy, and 
polite ; but withal fo imprudent, that bis mifcondud coft 
him his crown and fcepter. Scarce were the remains of the 
great Guftavus interred, when Eric incurred the difpleafure 
of the younger children, by refufing to refund, according to 
agreement, the money expended in embaflies to England. 
He nkewife difputed reilgning the lands ailigned them by 
their father, under pretence: that they had already received ,J 
more than an equivalent, by the fequeftratlon of church* 
lands, which properly belonged to the crown, as they ori- 
ginally flowed from the liberality of his anceftors. Even J 
the duchies fpecified in the will of Gujiavus^ and confirmed 
to them by an a6l of the dijet, Eric clogged with certain dif* 
agreeable reilri^iions and limitations, that could not but 
prove difpleafing to the dukes, notwithftanding they were 
conftrained to fign them at a general diet at Abriga ^. 
A. D. Now the treaty of marriage with queen Elizabeth was 
1561. again refumed, and confiderable fums granted for his ma- 
jefty's voyage to England^ where he propofed appearing with 
all the magnificence becoming a prince* The diet entered 
the more chearfully upon this refolution, from an apprehen«- 
fion that the king might be prevailed on to marry one of his 
miftreiles, a woman of beauty, ambition, and intrigue, bat 
of mean extra£l:on. In the next place, regulations were 
/Dade concerning the government of the kingdom in his abr 
^ N fence. He endeavoured to abolifb certain fuperftitious cere- 
monies ftill remaining in the church, and condemned by the 
reformifts. This was done at the perfuafion of his tutor, 
Dennis Beurre^ and of certain Englijh gentlemen,- with 
whom he had contracted an intimacy. Poflibly it might 
have been with a view to compliment queen Elizabeth \ but 
he could not fucceed, fo powerful was the oppofttion of the 
biihops. 

.... ■ LoccEN. lib. vii. 
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At his coronation, Eric created feveral carls and barons. Some aite^ 
the firft^ known in Sweden; giving for a reafon, that as the rations 
cr^wn was become hereditary, it was requifite that other' ^^^'^ '* 
dignities fliould be the fame (A). The vifit to England was ^^^ /««/?'- 
poftponed, on account of foitie troubles that arofe about the ^'^^'^"^ 
commerce of Livonia. The Lubeckers and RuJJians came to 
blows, and this province w^as made the fcene of bloodflied 
aiKi confulion. In thefe circumftances, the bifhop of Oefel . , 

furrendered his diocefe to the king of Dentnark^ who pre- 
fented it to his brother duke Magnus j and the grand matter,^ 
having ceded Z/^^«/^ to 5/g^/yw««^ king of Poland^ referved 
only Courland to himfelf, which he held as a fief of that 
crQwn. The city of Revels perceiving itfelf unprotedied, 
both on account of the diftance of thefe princes, and the 
impoflibility of carrying on trade in Poland and Lithuania^ 
already engrofled by Riga^ formed the refolution of declaring 
to the grand mafter, that as he was' in no condition to af- 
ford their city longer proteftiox\, they would chufe the king 
o( Sweden for their patron ; a propofal to which the nobility' 
oiEfihonia immediately confented. The grand mafter , re- ^^ . 
fufed to comply, and Eric determined to (upport the city Livonia. 
Revel and E^bonians Vfith a fleet and army, which he dif- 
patched under the conduit of Nicholas Horn^ with inftruc- 
tions immediately to invade the grand matter's territories. 
HornvfSiS received with great joy by the burghers o^ Revel 
and the EJlhonians^ who immediately united themfelves to 
the crown of Sweden. However, Gafpar Oldenbach refufed to 
furrender the cathedral church o^ Revel, It was attacked, and 
forced in the fpace of fix weeks to capitulate ^. 

His Polifl) majefty beheld with jealoufy thefe chs^nges. 
He fent count Lunjky xo Stockholm^ to demand reftitution of 
Rev^l'y but Eric replied, that he had the fame right to pro-. ■ 
tcft Revel and EJlhonia^ as his Polijh majefty had to the reft 
of Livonia. Upon this tlie grand mafter befieged the city, 
with a view to reduce it under the power of the crown of 
Poland \ but he was forced torelinquifli the enterprife. The 
Swedijh garrifon made fo vigorous a fally, that one wing of 

^ Id. ibid. PuFFEND. torn. i. p. 390, 
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his army was wholly defeated, his camp and artillery takeS| 
and himfelf obliged to retreat with precipitation ^- 

. Th15 advantage, encouraged Enc to frefh attempts. He 
complained to the king of Denmark of the prefumption of 
quartering the Swedijh arras with thofe of Denmark ; but, 
obtaining no redrefs, both courts began making preparation^ 
for war, Unfeafonable as the occafion might appear, Ef^ 
%r\c/ets now determined to fet out for England^ and accordingly em-J 
/ail for barked with his brother Charles^ and feveral perfons of diF: 
England, tinSion, while riie world imagined he intended to invaJij 
and is Denmark. He never once refleflcd on the prejudice pubEc 
fi'P' affairs mufl fuflain from his abfence, nor on the uncertalfltf 

'wrecked, ^f fucceeding in his purfuit. All advice was difregardtfji 
' he fet fail, was overtaken in a furious florni, and, after iiar- 
rowly cfcaping fhipwreck, forced into the firft port tbc 
fhip could make. As the convoy was numerous, amoiint- 
ijig to forty Ihips, moil of them fliips of war, the lofs and 
damages were confiderable, and the king was ever after dc- 
^ terred from the thoughts of committing his life to the ca- 
pricious elements. Whether this accident had cooled "his, 
paffion for Elizabethy or whether tTie i nconft an cy of ii 
difpofition made him drop the purfuit, certairi it is, thatBc 
thought no more of her 5 but began now, and w'lthmW 
reafon, to entertain a paffion for Mary queen of ScotSy lie 
moft beauteous and accompliihed princefs of that age. 
Eric/V/- About this time the king afTembled the ftates at 7/«^* 
curs the ccpingi where he pafTed a decree that proved highly diiplca-. 
difpha- fing to the nobility. It was to regulate the time each was 
Jure of the to ferve in the field, the fums he was to advance, and the 
ncbility. force he was to maintain for the king's ufe, in. cafe of aii^ 
domeflic or foreign war, of a dangerous and prcifing nature* 
The nobility looked upon this a£fc as fervile, and derogaftHT. 
of their dignity ; but they could not prevent its pgffing. K 
ihuft be owned, that feveral ftrokes of fpirrtcd conduftap' 
pear in the fliort courfe of Eric% governtnept. One inftancc 
of this is the vigour with which he treated the Ltihecl(T^<i_ 
Be ruar- '^^ demanded an open trade to Sweden 'y it was granted, 
rels'with ^" condition they allowed the fame privilege to .the Sweifi 
the city of merchants. They infifled on having the whole trade of 
Lubcc ^tijfa \ they were refufed, and confined to that bntTich/)f 
emdthe commerce by the way of Revel and Wiburgh^ They carrier 
Dane5. their complaints to the emperor, and Eric put to fea aftjua- 
dron to fupport his refufal, with orders to take all tht L^ 
vflfiels that ihould prefume to trade direSly to Rujfkii of ^f 

^ Pf^F£ND. tom. i. p. 391, 
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iny other method than what he allowed. Thus a war was 
kindled with Lubec \ Denmark took part with the king's 
^iremi^s, and made ufe of a frivolous pretence, which dfe- 
fnonftrated the inclinatibti of his Danffh rnajefty to come to 
a rupture. HHkeJahn^ the king's brother, had, in the heat 
©f youth and paffion, broke in pieces a lodcing-gl^fs on Chfi 
ftern of a Panijb fliip in the port of Stockholmy^kecsLufe it 
had quartered the Swedijh and Danijh arms, which he deemed 
an open infult. Some perfons imagine, that yohn'^^^i 
fleeper defigns in this acS'ion ; that he wanted to involve Yiii * 
brother as mach as poflible, in hopes of fiflii'ng tt> advantage 
iti troubled waters. It is certain, there was no good un- 
derftanding between the king and him, and that he Wai 
ftrengthening his intereft by all the powerful alliance^ it 
could make**. ' \[ 

ERIC no fooner found himfelf engaged, than he.chdf^ A. D. 
fo divert his thoughts from that objec^, by fubftitut[ng one 1562. 
more agreeable. With. the fenate's.cOnfent, he difpatched' 
ambafladors to Scotland^ to demand queen Mary m mar- Inflances 
riage ; but, from a furprifmg inconftancy in his tempef? of EricV 
fcarce were the ambalTadors ^one, when he fent othef ml- incon- 
miters to the emperor, to demand the princefs of Lorrairiyftancy, 
daughter to Cbrijiian II. with whom he fell in love from the 
defcription of fome of his courtiers. The laft ambafTadors ; 
feturoed with a favourable anfwer 5 but'jBnV had changed 
his mind before their arrival. His paffion for the princefs of 
Lorrazn and queen of Scots was vanifhed, and he refumed 
tlic afFeftion he befpre poffeffed for Eii-zab^th queen of 
England. In this manner did he incur the. contempt of alt 
m^ti, and fquander in fruitlefs negotiations the vaft treafures ' 
Which Gic/iavus h^d amafled with fuch care and prudence. 
Duke 5^5^, in the mean time, difplayed more fteadinefs of - 
conducl:. His intereft induced him to feek in marriage the 
princefs Catherine^ daughter o( Sigifmwid king of Poland-, 
his addrefs and policy obtained her. He fet fail for Dant-- 
ztcky arrived at Cfacow, and had their na'ptials folemnited* 
with great pomp *. . ,, 

* This marriage widened the breach between the king and -^^ ^^^'J 
dnlcc John. His majefty harboured fufpicions, and thefe/'^ ^ ^^/' 
were heightened by the artful infinuations of his creatures, (^.''^'^'^^ 
who pretended to difcover a dangerous. intention in this laft^^"^ y' 
it>eafufeof ihe duke's. Eric complained bitterly of his bro-*" C T 
ther $ and imagining a war with Denmark^ aswell as dif- "^^ 

* LoccfiN. Ijib. vii. p. 349. « Idem. ibid. Puffbnd. 

ton. ]. p. 490. 
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putes witji duke Johtiy would follow, he exaded fr^ 
nobility the money and fervices impofed by the late 
of the ftates. toothing could be more unfeafonafble 
fiep that muft provoke this powerful body, when 
wanted their attachment and loyalty ; but Eric, purfuiaf 
bis own pailions, and the counfels of worthlefs t^ 
ihut his eyes to all confc;quences. The quarrel ^it 
A. D. rofe to fo great a height, that the duke was cited^4 
I1563. Wot, to vindicate his condufl", partipularly his allyi 

ielf with Poland, and. difpofing of certain caftles in ^Z3 
to that crown, for the fum of 20,000 crowns, jf^f^ 
a {hort and fpirited anfwer to the ambafladors, refqfij 
the fame time to obey the citation, unlefs proper fed.^^ 
Was given for his fafety. In a word, perceiving thataMli* 
ters were come to a Crifis, he fortsiied himfelf by aU.j^|ej|I-, 
' • liances pofUble ; put his caflles in a ftate of defence 5 a^p^jrer 
ceived an oath of fidelity from the FinlanderSf who w^e at^^ 
tached to his intcreft ^ 

ERIC endeavoured, on the other hand, to foritt^^w- 

erful connections ; but he could not fucceed. His un%ea« 

' dincfs fruftrated the efFeS of every negotiation, and pnpces 

were afraid to place confidence in a monarch fo fickle^.tbat 

he feemed not to know his own fentiments. The car of 

Mufcovy refufed his alliance, even againft their coaunQa 

-enemy the king of Poland. He was . bubbled by Fttdf'fic 

king of Denmark, and his ambafTadors detained by violence 

at the court of Copenhqgen^ His Danijh majefty excufed this 

breach of the law of nations, by aflerting, that the Siifedifi 

ambafTadors were fo infolent and outrageous, that it w;%$ ne-' 

ceflary to put them under arreft, for the fecurity oJF the 

ftate, and the fafety of their own perfons. Eric deoiiinded 

their liberty^ but the king of Denmark, inftead of coiAply- 

!^ f \ Jr»g» ordered all the Swedijh merchants and (hips in his|Kirts, , 

^aemin/i ^^ feized ; and to fupport this violence, he equip^d a 

Eric. formidable fquadron, and formed ap alliance with the czar 

of Mufcovy, the king of Poland, and the city of Lubec *. 

This confederacy was formidable, but it did not''<i||>int 
jBr/V.* He wanted indeed nothing but fleadinefs and ujiifor- 
mity ofconduft, to withftand, and even break the.conib^u- 
tion againft him. He began the war in Livonia, and bad. 
the good fortune to deprive Sigifmund of eight cities;-^d 
caftleS, all garrifoned with Polijh troops. An arrny'.^as 
fent to Finland^ with orders to feize duke John and his vi^f. 
to bring them living or dead to Stockholm, and to re^iM^e 

■ 

^ LoccEN. lib. vii. p. 353* ^ Id. ibid. 
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'"flue inhabitantt of that province. Bat unhappily, Sric muft- He dt- 
X' embark in new exploits of gallantry while he was thus deep- mands the 
k \y engaged iii war.' He muft needs fend ambafladors to frtnc^s^ of 
I flefffO^ih to demand the landgrave's daughter in marriage; HeflcCaf- 
R. a prince whofe sHiance could be of little fervipe at this junc- ^^} '* *'^''* 
r ture. The ambaffadors were charged not to return withpvK ^^S^" 
^^ttie princefs; and to efcort her with fafety, ^ fquadron of i;t 
' ^ len Qf war were put to fca under the command of admiral 

^ficob Bag^e, This admiral met the Dfthtfi&ett off the ifland iSs fleet 
f Borkholm^ ah engagement enfued, and after an obftinate defeats tbt 
conflia, the enemy were defeated, thoggh grclatly fupertor Danes. 
In number, the Dafttflt admiral, feven captains, and nine 
hundred m^n made prifoners, four (hips taken, and about 
fix hundred officers and marines killed* Xhe remainder pjf 
th^ Dainih fleet, greatly fhattered, was forced to put into 
the iirft port; 9ind the Svaedijh admiral having fent nis booty 
to StockMnty proceeded on his voyage, without offering the 
Jeaft violence to the I)amfli commerce *. 

ERIC was* no fooner informed of this a£Hon, than he 
lent ambafladors to Copenhagen^ to complain of the violence ' 

'offered to the Swedijh flag, previous to any declaration of 
war, and while the. nations lived in profound peace. The 
ambafladors were likewife inftrudied, to en4 the diipute in 
the way of negotiation, and favour an exchange of prifoners ; 
\>\xt iht Dartesy piqued at their defeat, continued their prc- 
. parations for war. A great number of German troops came 
to their affiftance j the Lubeckers joined the Dxmijh fleet with 
twelve men of war : in a word, an army of 30^000 men 
-took the field, and a fleet of fifty fhips covered the ocean* 
' An irruption was made by the Norwegians into the provinces 
o/' Palyy Wermlandy and Helfingia. Matters took a ferious 
turn, and the Swedijh ambafladors ftrove in vain to accom- 
modate them amicably. The landgrave of Heffe^ who did 
not relifli the terms propofed to his daughter, defired the 
treaty of marriftge might be deferred to a more feafonable 
and pacific pccauon i but he readily offered, in co'njunc- . 
tion with the duke of Saxony^ to interfere as mediator to 
reconcile the courts of Sweden and Denmark ^. 

In the mean time^ the Swedijh troops reduced Ah by a yj^ 
^ratagem ; and duke Johriy his wife and family, were con- Swedes 
duded prifoners to Stockholm ; bimfelf, and all his domeftics, reduce 
accufed of rebellion, and condem/ied to death, without hope Abo, and 
of pardon, except from the king's clemency. The ftates duke John 
-^ere obliged to fign this fentence. Almoft all the native is made 

* LocciN. lib. vii. • « PvrFENn, p. 394. • 
loD. Hist/ Vol. XXXIII. N domeftick^ 
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domefttcks fuiFered the punilhinefit decreed, the ibreigAof | 
were fent out of the kingdom \ and as for the duke himTdf) 
his life was faved, but his whole eftate was confifcated^ vA 
his perfon condesnned to perpetual imprifonment; in whidi 
his duchefs voluntarily accompanied him, and continued mm 
four years^ Here he paiTed every day in imminent danger 
of his life \ for Ericy who pretended to a fmatteritig in aftro* 
logy,' prognofticated, that the ^ pardon which he granted. 
to his brother, would one day become fatsd to bim^f« It 
is reported, that the king went frequently to the prifon wH|i 
iQtention to murder his brother, but was always upon feeing 
htm melted into pity, which made him throw himfelf at tfi 
.duke's feet, and confefs his bloody intention. Often had lie 
told the duke, that the crown of Sweden was deftined for 
him, and intreated that he would pardon his errors when- 
. ever that event happened. Hence we may colled the weatc* 
nefs of his difpofition, the truth of that fufpicion of infanitf 
harboured by Guftavus^ and the eternal apprehenfions he e- 
ver was under that his brothers would rebel. We may lib- 
wife perceive, that his natural difpofition was humane ani 
tender, though perverted with fuperftition, and a prey to the 
evil counfels of certain intriguing worthlefs minions ai)d6- 
vourites. His misfortune was, that the nobility, difobliged 
with the late aA againft them, and conne£^ed by alliaftoe 
with the duke, refufed to communicate their advice to the 
king, which forced him to throw himfelf into the arms of 
thole, pefts of fociety, the fycophants and parafites of his 
court''. ' ' 

The Swedijb arms Were extremely fucceisful in Lrum. 
After the reduction of Abo^ the kmg*s admiral furprifed 
and defeated the armament fent by his PoUJh majefty to re- 
lieve that place. Almoft the whole province was fubdded; 
but the fame good fortune did not attend his majefty's enter- 
prifes againft Denmark. King Frederic encamped before 
£lfsburgh ; fome fay he befieged that place, but was hrced 
to raife it. Certain it is, that, difappointed in his expeda- 
tion of exciting a revolt in fFe/i Goihland^ he difcbarged his 
choler upon the unfortunate inhabitants, with a fury fatal to 
them, and prejudicial to his own charader, however the 
Danijh writers may palliate his condu£l. He ufed every ex- 
pedient to draw Eric to a battle ; but that prince contented 
himfelf with harraffing the Danifi) army, until an opportu- 
liity ihould offer of attacking to. advantage. To efFeft this 
j>urpofe, he divided his army into three bodies^ one \i^l^ 



^ LoccEN. ibid« 
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lb Wermkadzni Dalj^ under the commaiid of Peter Brake ; 
toother was detached under ih^ con^\i8t of Guftavus Steen- 
Uek^ with orders- to enter TFeft . Gothland \ and the third 

^ be led in perfon to Smaknd. About the fame time a faithful 
perfon was fent to his brother duke Magnus^ to prevail oii 
him to fign the fcntence paffed on duke Jahn. That prince 
at flrft refiifed to comply from fome fcruples of confcience^ 
which were foon quieted, upon iJnVs aflurance, that in 

^ cafe be died without male iflUe, Magnus ihould fucceed to 
the crown. Magnus figned the fentenqe ; but it is faid, he 
<;ould never get over the pangs of confcience, which wore out 
l^is conflitution^ and brought on his death prematurely *'. 

It appears that the operations of the war, between Den^ 
mark and Sweden^ went on with vigour for the whole fum- 
mer-feafon^ though nothing can be more obfcure and un-- 
Utkh&Giy^ than all the relations of their hifiorians, who 
content themfelves with relating a few unimportant e4 
venu, aJid fill up the remainder of the year with Ericas 
gallantries and courtfliips, which he never once relinquifh- 
ed) amidft the tumult of arms and din of war. The The 
&we£Jh garrifon at Elfsburgh furrendered that place upon Sweden 
honQurable terms^ atter making vigorous refift^nce ; but the lofe Elfai- 
appfoaching winter, and march of the Swedijh army, ftopt burghs 
the progrefs of the Van'es^ and obliged them to go into win- 
ter-quarters in Schonen,. 

To revenge the lofs of Elfsbuf-ghy kric made an attempt 
on Bahus ^nd Helm/ladty but fucceeded in neither. The "^ 
garrifon of the latter place amufed £r/V fo long with the hopes 
of furrendering, that the froft coming on, obliged him to 
raife the fiege, and return to Sweden. In his march he di- 
vided the army into two columns, the left of which was at- 
tacked by the Danes. The Swedijb infantry faced about^ 
and fought with the utmoft gallantry ; but being deferted by^ 
the cavalry, they were compelled to retreat, with the lofs 
of three or four hundred men. Eric was inraged at this in- 
lult; and to revenge it, he entered Hattand and Bkkingj ^ 
which provinces he ravaged without mercy. His troops^ Ad<vaw* 
likewife, gained pofieffion of Dronthetm in Norwojf^ the caftle tages 
otSte^mvkkhohni with the adjacent territory.; but hedid'not^^'«^<^fy 
loag maintain bis conquefls, the vice-roy combg againft^^^Swcdes 

V them with a greatly fuf/erior force K . '* ^®'* 

, FREDERIC began to think, that the little fuccefsT*^- 
which had hitherto attended his arms, boded but trifling 
advantages from the continuance of the war. He therefore 

f Idem; ibid. ^ Hifli de Dan, torn. ir. 
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A. D, wrote to king Eric^ to propofe ending their dtfputes bjf ne-^ 

ic6±^ gQciation. In concert witn the rtgcncy ofLub^c^ he mvttd 

the emperor, the French kin^j the^ele^r of Saxmu and. 

duke of Brunfwicy to intercede as mediators. In effeft, a 

congrefs was appointed, but zfks of hoftility did not ceaie. 

Eric laid fiege to Elfsburgh with a powerful army, and put 

to fea a fleet of forty ihips, which yras entirely difperfed in a 

TbeS^it' ftorm, and not more than two ihip^, beiides the admiraP^ 

Aiiti fleet faved. Thefe fmall remains fell in with the enem/sfi}oa- 

loft in a dron off the ifland of Oelandy and finding it impofBbleto 

flotmt tfxi^efcape, refolved upon a gallant defence. After fight-' 

the brave jng with the moft defperate fury for feveral hours, againft a 

admiral fquadron ten times their own number, they were furround- 

^•^8* ed by the enemy, forced to ftrike, and the brave adtairtl 

'a^D ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^" prifoner. It is reported by the ^fve^ 
ttfeunnts. ^^jjg,,j^ (j^^Lt Bagge would have extricated him(eif, iwt- 

withilanding the enemy's fuperiority, had not the powder- 
ropm unfortunately taken fire, which obliged him to tfM 
the Chip '. She blew up a few minutes after, and the Dam 
loft the moft important confequence of their vidory, the 
fineft (bip at that time in Europe (A). 

The more inclined Eric perceived his Danifls majcfty was 
to an accommodation^ the lefs difpofed did he feem to ter- 
minate their difputes by treaty. His ambafladors never ap- 
peared at the congreis, which he excufed by the frivotoos 
s^ology^ that he had miftaken the time. He likewife al- 
ledged, that it was not cuftomary to conclude treaties 1)e- 
tween crowned heads in any of the Hanfe towns, but that 
congrefTes for this purpoie ought to be held on the frontiers. 
Thus the negotiations were broke off, and Eriieric refumed 
bis military operations, by prevailing on the emperor to 
prohibit the Hanfe towns from fupplying Sweden with war- 
like ftores* The city of Luhec^ cohne^Sted with Denmark 
by treaty, alone obeyed his imperial majefty*s edift ; the 
reft of the cities in general replied^ that as Denmark had 

< Log CBN. lib. vii. ibid. 

(A) The Swedijh writers re- being infolted by the Dttm* 

late another gallant afUon of This he avoided, as defogatvT 

Andrew Beronis^ one of their of his chatadcr. He wai It* 

fea^-captains, that dtferves to be tacked by fea and laad^ da^d- 

reccrded. Streis pf weather ob« ed him&If obfiiAatcly, bat fis'^ 

ligiBg him to pnt into the lag refilhiftcf iraiiu %^ Vifftr «F 

mouth of the river WamoiAti the the (hip, and pciiihed widi her. 



feliate of R^ock inv^tf^ h^n to Pugmd, /. 419* 
come nearer the city, to #voi4 



begun 
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«gu« a war upon a flight foundation, it was unreafeaable 
free cities fhould be deprived of the right of commerce, 

erely for the fake of a ^ people with whom they were no 
way allied or connected. 

ERIGf afilired of receiving fupplies from the Hanfi Enc^s^ajf 

wns, refumed the war with a full intention to enlarge his froje^s. 
dominions. He refolved firf); to reduce the ifle of Gothland^ 
nd re- annex it to the crown. Next Schonm^ Hallandj and 

'^)^9 were the obje&s of his ambition. Then he thought 
^nothing lefs than conqueiring; Korway^ a kingdom which 
jkhe Damsh^A violently wreftea from Charles Cantdfon, To 
accomplifh thele great defigns, it was necefTary to extricate 
Aimfelf from a war with Poland^ in which he was en- 
gaged} but the negotiations on this fubje^i were fruitlefi , 
becaufe the king oiroland made it a necefTary preliminary, 
that duke yd>n and his wife fhould be releafed. 

The firft military operations of the fummer happened at Succe/sof 
ft%t Nicohs Hom^ the Swedijh admiral, fell in with a fleet /^^SweOs 
of i^i^^^ merchantmen, richly laden, of which he took fix, ^*/*^^ 
legether with 300 feamen. He next gave battle to the 
Ik^ijh fleet oiF the ifle of Oeland, and after a (harp engage- 
IMpI obliged the enemy to fheer oiF, with the lofsof four 
capital (hips. Purfuing his fuccefs, Horn made great havock 
aitioiig the Danijh merchantmen. At laft, he was a fecond 
time attacked by the royal fquadron, and with the fame fuc- 
cefs at before* Nor was Eric idle by land ; perceiving the 
difltculty of reducing Elfsburghj he turned his arms againfl: 
MUd^g^ and took the city oiLyckeby. He fummoned the in- 
habitants of the province to fubmit ; but they refufing with 
eontenipt^. he ordered, that all who were arrived at the age 
t^t manhood (hould be put to the (word. Next he pillaged 
and laid wafte Schonerif after which he returned to Siveden* • 

Tun Danes profited by £nVs retreat. They foon retook 
Lyekeiy^ and demoliflied the fortifications the fiwedes had 
erefbd. They attempted penetrating into Smaland^ but 
they were driven out by the peafants with great lofs. On Ra'vages 
the 6tlicr hand, the Swedes cominitted cruel ravages in Ncr^ eommitted 
vHtfi iuving pillaged Drontheimj Uddewalla^ and Kimgfid^ '^ ^^^' 
without meeting any oppofition. Towards the end of thi« ^y. ^y, 
yHir,' bis Danifi majefty fent plenipotentiaries to Calmar^ /^^bwcdet [ 
X6 treat not only of a peace, but of Eric*s marriage with the \ 

pr ineefs of Hej/e. The Swedijb ambaflTadorS likewif^ attend- 
^i but the conference was broke ofF without concluding 
tfither bufinefs ; and the princefs was foon after married t6 
the duke of Holftein. Thus every attempt to procure Eric 
^ queen in foreign countries proving abortive, 'the ftates af- * 

N 3 fembled 
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A. D. fcmblcd at Upfal confented th^t he {hould marry a lady 
1^65. his own country. However, he feemed to relax in his vio- 
lent inclinatipns for matrimony, fn proportion as he found 
ob^ru£tions to it removed ^. 

Early the next year jEw marched his army, in three 
divifious, towards Norway and the province of Holland, 
They carried fire and devaftation wherever they went. The 
fi&^Dancs enemy made reprifals, laying SmalahdwzRcj with the fame 
ptake re- barbarity. This was a hprrid and cruel method of 'waging 
war, happily abotifhed among the more civilized nations ; but 
it ftruck at the fmews of the ftate, and by difabling the pea^ 
fants, deftroying the corn, and ruining the hulbandman, 
frequently put a fpeedy iffue to the (bedding of bloody The 
Danes attempted to raife the flege of Elfsburghy which was 
again renewed ; but after being twice repulfed, they at laft 
threw in a ftrbng reinforcement into the place, haying forced 
one of the Swedijh pofts (B). 

During the fpring, Nicolas Horn' put to fea, with a 

fquadronof forty fail. Nc2lt Stralfundht met fome of t fab 

are ma/- enemy's (hips, which he would have infallibly funk, had 

ffrs at/ea.j^QX, the duke of Pomerania ftrongly interceded for their fafcty, 

promifmg to detain them in his ports, until the war flioald 

be ended. After this, Horn direfted his courfe towards 

Falfterbooj where the Lubec fquadron lay waiting to be 

joined by the Danes. Qn fight of the &%ved\Jh admiral, they 

made all the fail they Could for Copenhagen ; and the 5«;//&j^ 

now matters of the fea,'' entered the Sound, and took 250 

merchantmen, homeward-bound from the weftern ocean. 

At kngth the Danijh flee^ being ready to put to fea, refol- 

yed, in eonjunftioh with the Lubeckers^ to go in queft of 

4n en- Horn, and revenge the infults and lofTe? 'j^^^ly fuftained. 

gagement Horn did not refuTe battle, but waiting for the enemy be- 

petween' ^yfQeti Wafena and Rojiock^ both fleets began a furious cn- 
theJUets. . ' * 

^ LpccEN. lib. yii. p. 364. 
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(B) About this time ^teen E- 
rici/ofiy the ^luedijh ambafFadbry 
detained prifoner ia Denmark 
fince the commencement of th^ 
war, was now fet at )ibei;(y. 
This excited the Ring's jealou* 
ty. He thoi^ght it extraordinary 
that he ihould be releafed fo fud* 
denly^ j^nd could only account 
for this condudl, by fuppofing 
f hat £r/V^/r had entered upon 



private enga^emeikts with hit 
Danijh majefty, to excite troo- 
bles in S^weden^ by procariag 
dpke Jobn^s UberlY* This pre- 
fumptipn 4eterip)ned ^ric to 
confine his brother more clofely, 
and likewift: to coa^mit prkkjhn 
to prifon ; but his fufpicion was 
foott removed, and that noble- 
man again reflored to his favour. 
Loccen. lib, m, f, ^Su" 
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igcment on the fourth of Juney which continued all izy^ ** 
^without any apparent advantage on either fide. The calm 
[that enfued next morning prevented their renewing the fights 
and on the third day, as the Bwedijh fleet was bearing dowa 
[ito engage, the Dams returned to the Sound* Such is the acv- 
jcount given by the Swedijh hiftorians ; and it is fupported 
E with probability, as the Lubeckers ihewed but little inclina- 
jiCion to renew the combat, and the Da^tjh admiral TrolU 
wasJangeroufly wounded. NotwithftamUng thelofs was 
I very confiderable on both fides, and particularly on that of 
the Danesy nothing decifive flowed from this )}attle. Horn 
indeed, after giving chace to the enemy, made a delcent on 
the iflahd of Mona^ and put all the inhabitants to the 
Kfword*. *• 

Im Lzvoma the Swedijh aflFairs went lefs fuccefsfully^ They Pregrefi 
[■ loft Pernaw; but had the good fortune to raife the fiegc of tftheii^ar 
\ jHevelj'oo. which the Poks made feveral abortive attempts. i» Live- x 
I In the winter, negotiations for a peace were renewed as '■"^ 
ufual ; but Ericas advantages lately obtained, made him 
rife fo much in his demands, that his Danijh majefty refolved 
to continue the war. Upon this, Eric marched to give 
brittle to the Danijh army in the neighbourhood of Blfiburgh*' 
Tht Danes retreated at his approach, and £r/r poured out 
all his vengeance on fVarberg ^ however, the firft af-Eric^^- 
fault, which the garrifon withftood with infinite fpirit, cooi^^^gj^^^^ 
ed his ardour, and determined him to pafs to Jf^eft GotUandj barg. 
to view at a diftance the operations of that fiege. His re- 
t^at greatly difpirited the foldiers, perfuadine them either 
that the danger was very great, or his majefty too careful 
of his own perfon; but the arrival of duke Cbarlis reftored 
their fpirits, and encouraged them to pufh on the fiege.with 
vigour. The whole town was fet on fire with bombs and // is taken 
ignited balls, the breach in the wall. ilormed, and after ztify/ormt 
obftinate difpute, for the fpace of five hours, carried with 
great flaughter. Notwithftapding the place was taken by 
aflault, the Swedes gave quarter to all who threw down their 
arms ; and, from their humanity, five hundred German foot» 
and an hundred Fremb and Scoteh volunteers, received their 
lives ^. 

All the northern quarter of Halland was thrown into the ^ 
iitmoft confiernation by the lofs of ff^arherg^ and fubmitted 
to Eric. The citadel, however, ftill made a gallant defence ; 
but was likewife forced to furrender, aQ;er the defeat of the 

* PuFFEND. torn. i. ibid. * Hift. dc Dan. ibid. Loq- 
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forc^ ftnt to r^ife the fiege. Thi^ Swedifi) ^iteis filM^ ^ 
it iras taken by affault, and the officers, who Ibugbt Ff* 
fgge in the wbmens apartttients, faved at their inCercei&Qa. 
Theiie (ignat advsintageft were followed by other fuccefles at 
fea> The Damjh fleet was defeated oflF Bornh^lm ; the ad« . 
Sea-fybi. tA\fA and chief oficera were taken prifoners, and fevep^l 
{Kips funk and deftroyed ; but net without the lofs of naaajr 
men atid ifatps on the fide of the Swedes^ That vi&orjf dbi* 
clar«d cvideiitly in favour of the latter, appears from thetre-# 
treat of the Dams^ the capture of their admiral, the purfiat 
> of the ^tf/ifri) and the fuperiority at fea they maintained 
during the feafon. 

After taking Warierg^ the Swedijh army retired to Stv^^' 
ien^ and the Danes laid hold of that opportunity to ii^; 
ficge to th^ place, with a view to re-conqiier it, before the 
bteacfaes made in the late fiege could be repaired. But the ' 
Vigorous condafi of Momay^ the governor, who repulfed 
' thenh in three fucceffive affaults, and the Approach of the 
royal arm^, obliged them to relinquifli the enterprife» A- 
detachment from the king's army, having intelligence of 
their rotit, refolved to intercept them, which they did as tbey 
were attempting to crofs the river Stbariera. This threw the 
enemy into defpair, they lifted up their eyes and bands to 
heaven, imploring the divine protedion ; and the Swedes 
cohftniing this ,behaviour into fear, and relying on their : 
'own fuperiority, made no doubt but they would all furren*- 
der« The poit the Swedes occupied was advantageous $ byt 
Swedes their fecarity made them leave it with indifference, in ord«r 
defeated, to attack the enemy on more equal terms. Inftead of throw- 
ing down their arms, the Danes began the engagement, and 
fought for feveral hours with fuch defperate fury, that the 
SixMes were forced to retreat with the utmoft precipitation, 
having left about 6000 killed, wounded, and priibners up- 
oh thfe field ^. 
-.. ,. , ERIC was ^xtremdy irritated at this defeat, owing to 
,1 ?^"^ the cowardice of th^ German cavalry, as well as to the im- 
prudence of his general. To puniih the former, be order- 
ed Nils Sture to put all to death who had fled outpf the 
field before the retreat was founded, and to deftroy the. 
hdtifes of ceftain bailiffs in Weji Goihland^ who had fliewn, 
by their condu^ a fecret partiality to the Danes, Siure re* 
fiffed to obey fuch rigorous ordefs, and drew upon hiinfelf 
tfit roya) difpleafure. All the king's fufpicions againft ibis, 
only remaining branch of the ancient family of the admi^ 



to Nils 
Sture. 
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fitftfsKdhi wis roufed, «nd he perfna^cd Mnxfelf thal^ Sturg 
vras engaged in a confpiracy to releiafe duke J&bftf and 
place him upon the throne. He ordered this nobleman to 
be cofiduAed in the mod ignominious manner to Sucihoim^ 
mounted upon a peafant's horfe, wfth a crown of ftraw up* 
(smMits head, and expofed all the way to the fcofB and deri^* 
{kin oF the populace. JjF'rom this imprudent conduit W9 
finay date the fource of his misfortunes, and of thofe do« 
meftic broils which again brought the nation into great 
dangen Such an indignity to the character of a nobleman 
'<^ th^ firft rank and merit, alienated the minds of grea( 
numbers of men, and was never to be erafed out of the 
memory^ of his friends, notwithftanding the king fo far re- 
ilored him to hts favour, as to fend him amhafiador to Lor-^ 
rmn^ to negotiate a marriage with a princefs of that houfe. 

The late advantage gajned over the Swedijhtxoop^ had fo Negotia* 
elated the king of Denmark^ that, at the conference held in tionsfor a 
the winter, he propofed fuch terms of accommodation as itp^^ce. 
could fcarce be expeded his Swiiljh majefty would have 
cottiplicd with, after repeated loflTes. They could not 
^lerefore fail of appearing ridiculous to a monarch, who 
regarded himfelf as victorious, upon the whole, notwith- 
ftafidrng this check to bis conquefts : they were therefore 
rejeded with difdain i upon which his Danijh majefty re> 
p>&ated his inflances to the imperial court, to prohibit the 
Manfi towns from fupplying Sweden with ammunition' and 
>9rarlike ftores. The emperor, in confequence, wrote to 
king Eric^ preffing him to liften to terms, and accept of him 
as mediator between the northern crowns. The meflenger, 
; fent with this letter, being detained in Sweden^ he then pub* 
]f(hed the prohibition required by the king of Demnark and- 
regency of Lubec^. but to no eiFeft *. 

• The following year was ufhered in with unhappy pre- ^ 
fages to Eric. He loft a great number of troops before ^' '-'' 
PernaWf which place he was defirous of tet^king ; and a *5^^' 
plague creeping into his armj^, made terrible ravages,- and 
fwcpt off the greater part of his forces. Neverthelefs, his 
fleet put to fea in queft of the enemy, and to open the paf-. 
-fsge of the Sound, which the Danes had blocked up. The 
etitcrprife was fucccfsful 5 many (hips were taken in fight of 
the enemy's fleet, who durft not hazard a battle ; and the 
SiJ^difl) merchantmen convoyed fafe under the very flag of 
the Dnmfi> adflniral. Off the ifland of Mona the Swedes met 
s^flKet of aoo merchantmen, which they forced into the 

^ /PuPFfiNo* torn, i* ibid, 
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jUvfW' ports pf Swiditiy Co fell their goods, and partictdar ly fal^ at 

iagtj the n)arket<-price« At laft the two fleets came to an adiooi 

gained hy which terriiinated to the difadvantage of the Danes, who 

the Swe- were forced to (heer oflF with confiderable lofs. To com- 

dUb>2y/. plete their ruin and difgrace, they were ibon after overtaken 

in a ftorm, feveral (bipe were caft away on the rocks, amodg 

which were the Damjh and Lubec admirals, and the whole Ids 

amounted to about 9000 pien and 16 large veflels ; in con- 

fequence of which the Swedes rode the ocean triumphant for 

the remainder of the year. 

Nor were the Danes more fortunate by land. A de- 
tachment from the main army made an irruption into Wijt 
GaUandy where, after ravaging certain places, they mtn 
attacked by Momay^ governor of Warherg, defeated with 
the lofs of 2000 men flain, an equal number of prifonerS| 
9ndof all their booty* Mornay, fluihed with fuccefs, ven- 
tured to lay fiege to Helm/iadt, but was obliged to relinquiih 
the attempt on the approach of the enemy, who were gready 
fuperior in numbers. Thus ended the campaign of 15661 
in which die advantage by fea remained wholly on fhe fide 
oitht Swedes, while that by land was pretty equal; fodiat 
upon the whole Eric feended to have the better, and ao 
' cordingly raifed his terms at the negotiation introduced upon 
the carpet in winter- It is probable indeed that he woul4 
. b^ve extricated himfclf with honour out of this war, but for 

««7^- ^jje unfortunate expedition to Norway, undertaken at the 
tedit'on " P^^f^^^** q( Ennon Brunei, who pafled for one of the pnn- 
aza/nfi ^'P*^ perfonagcs of that kingdom, and pretended that he was 
Nori^ay. ^^^^ '^^^^ ^^ invitation to Eric from the phief inhabitants of 
the country. He faid they were earneft to (hake off. the 
Danijb yoke, and would receive hiip with open arms^ as 
their deliverer. Eric, without further enquiry, ordered his 
A. D- army to march through Dalecarlia to Norway, under the coij- 
1567* dud of Sigefon, over the high mountains that divide that 
kingdom from Sweden, and through woods almofl imper- 
vious. On the arrival of Sigefon in Norway, he found the 
people difpofed very differently from what was reprefented. 
He was everywhere attacked and harrafled by numerous troops 
of peafants j the country was laid wafte before, and his- 
army reduced to great extremities. Fortunately he fuf-' 
prifed Hammirjhm% where his troops found fome fubfiftcncc, 
after which he undertook the fiege ofJzlo, but was obliged 
to relinquiih it for want of heavy artillery to make ap 
proaches in form. In a word, the Swedijb army returD(?d 
home, difappointed, harrafled, fatigued, and broken ^* 

k I^occEN. lib. vii. FtrPFENB. torn, i. p. 432. 
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TMow domeftic troubles grew to fuch a height, that JEritDme/fie 
fcad no time to attend to foreign wars. We have tXt^tAj troubh. 
^ recited many occaiions of fecret difcontent, and into what 
contempt Eric brought himfelf by his £cklenefs and gallan"- 
try, and by his amours and courtlhrps, at almoft every 
court in Europe^ where there was a princefs arrived at the 
age of maturity. Among his concubines was Catherine^ 
daughter to a peafant oi Medelpad^ who had gained an en- . 
tire afcendancy over the king. When a litric girl ihetifed 
to fell fruit about the city, and being one day obferved by > 
'J^ricy he was fo ftruck with her beauty, that he took her 
under his care, and had her genteelly educated. At a pro- 
per age he made her his miftrefs, and grew fo paffionatel^ 
Tond, that he not only difmifled all his other women, but 
iat laft made Catherine queen of Sweden* It was reported flic , 
iiad given the king philters and love-potions ; a notion that 
arofe from his unaccountable and blind pafiion for a woman 
4kf(<^nded from the very dregs of the people. Thefe violent 
ttanfports of paiHon, which often rofe to infanity, were 
attributed to thefe potions ; though in fad this mis- 
fortune had been taken notice of very early by his father 
Quftavus. Others imagined that the king's inteijfe applica- 
tion to aftralogy, and the ridiculous whims and fuperftitions ' 
adopted from this vain fcience, had impaired his natural 
faculties, and difturbed his reafon. Certain it is, that he 
l>ecame obftinate, fufpicious, jealous, and vindi£Hve, furious , 
in the paroxyfms of jealoufy, and fo outrageous, that con-f y-^^^y-- 
ftraint on his perfon was often found neceffary ^ perfifute^ 

Among the many extraordinary prejudices entertained hy the Sturc 
Ericy the moft unfortunate was his hatred to the Sture fz,'- family, 
mily. He had but lately taken M/r Sture into favour, and 
fent him, in quality of his ambafTador, to Stralfund^ now he 
again became his abhorrence, and probably becaufe he was 
jealous of the favour (hewn him by Catherine* To this were 
added a thoufand other whims, all arifing from the fame ^ 
caufe. He conceived that StU7'e was confpiring againft his 
life and erown, in order to enjoy the latter with Catherine ; 
though in hA Sture heartily defpifed that favourite lady. 
He laboured to convince the ftates, that Sture carried on 
dangerous intrigues at Sttalfitnd^ that he was ambitious of 
recovering the dignity pofleued by his anceftors, and carneft 
to revenge the late affront given to his pride. His old go*- 
vernor JSeurre^ who hated Sture^ confirmed bis fufpicions, 
,^nd tdd him, when the body was too full of bipod, phle^ 

1 litem ibid^ 
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bofbmy was n^ceflary^ meaning that Stun ought to he pit 
t6 death. ,It was not difficult to determine the king to e»^ 
ttrpate the Stttre family. He put every expedient in execu- 
cution to find foundation fufficient for a proeefs. After 
having long tried in vain^ at laft a page of Sifiri% was fousJ 
armed with a piftol at court, upon which he was feizid, 
put to the torture, and every means praftifed to force him to 
acknowledge that he was employed by his mafter to aiTaC-^ 
iHite the king. The faithful domeftic, however, continued 
firm ; and neither promifel rior the power of tormems couU 
pr^ail on him to accufe his moftet^ upon which he was^ 
£ricV^'iit6 death. 

Jhmagem Tmis fcheme being fruftrated, Eric fell upon anotiur 
Hrmt ftratagem, equally mtan* He Corrupted a young Ponurh 
this f^ ^^ merchant to declare, that he was tcJd by a gentki&M 
^iy* * of that country, that Nils Sture was taking meafures to 4t* 
throne the king. This atteftation was confirmed by the 
teftimoni<;s of a dodor of phyfic, and the kin0;*s organift; 
to which~were added feveral fpecious and forge4 letters^ (uf* 
poied to he written by Sturf and his adherents. Full of ix* 
pedation from fuch undeniable documents, Erk aflembici 
the ftates, under pretence of confulting upon meafures for 
fiippreffing the many alarming confpiracies now forming is 
the kingdom. He removed his court to SivariJU^ as if iie^ifl 
ti6t think himfelf fecure at Stockhlm^ and to give an air of 
credibility to the pretended confpiracy. Soon after, be hW 
Swanti Sture^ with his fons Eric^ Stten Ericfin^^Stein BamiTi 
and Ivor Ivarjirtj arrefted* Several other lords, whom tin 
king fufpefled, underwit the fame treatment. Swentt 
Sture was examihed before the king at Swanjioy and cfT: 
cumftances appeared fo favourable, that Erk covild not avoid 
declaring him innocent ; notwithflanding which be wa 
cited, with feveral other perfbns, to plead his defence at 
VpfaL With refpeS: to Nils Sture^ every circumflance ap* 
feared fo clear, fo open, and candid, ^hat the king comply 
inented him on the occafion, and hoped he would endeaveuf 
to forget the fufpicion entertained againfl his Joya]ty« 8^ 
vHited Stumte and Erk Stun in prifon, and apoiogifedforhii 
condud ; but a few days after he ftabbed Nih Stun tvitb a 
pbignard, who, pulling the weapon out of his fide^ kiiMit) 
and prefented it to the king. This moderation, however^ 
did not prevent his being put to death by the guards, ^bs 
were ordered by the king to fall upon htm with their bsl* 
berds. All the refl of the prifoners were cruelly maflficr^» 
and their death carefully concealed, until Ivor Peer/on had 
obliged the fi^tes^ to colidemn capitally thofe perfons wIk' 
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wert slreidy d^, bj wliicfa lie lumped to lave the king*! 
honour". 

ERJCy fiotwkhftandin|; this fucceft, could not refifl Eric nr»i 
the pang9 of his own confctence. He grew frantic, and in nwd* 
t fit of defpair took flidter in the woods, where he prowled 
about like a fgvage, in the habit of a peafant. At laft he 
was found, and brought back by the influence of his ^if(^ 
Qfiberinti who prevailed on him to take fome food end re- 
foft. A new fcene now opened. He diftributed lai^ge 
fiiins of monej^ among the ftates^ to engage them in his in- 
tereft by his liberality. He poured out all his gendrofity of\ 
the friends and relations of the deceafed, and laid the wholq 
blame of his cruelties on Parfinj who had ieduced him to 
this bloody afiion. Upon this Peer/on was tried, and con- 
deflified for this and other high crimes and mifdemeanors ; 
pamculariy for having put to death 2b6 perfons, without 
eonfulting the king or the fenate \ 

KowBVfiR the friends of the deceafed lords might pre-* 
tend to be fatislied with the atonement made by Eru, they 
ftiil harboured an implacable refentment, and watched the 
Opportunity for revenging the iniury. Nor did Eric much 
rely on ^external appearances ^ he knew that his crimen 
were of fuch a nature as could not be heartily forgiven* To 
try their finceritv, he put the government into the hands of 
a regency, choien out of theienators, pretending he would 
Ho more intermeddle in public alFairs. This, he imagined, 
would fur niih Aem with an opportunity of expreiSjihg their 
lefentment, if they harboured any, of forming confpiracies, 
and entering upon intrigues, which he might quafli, by re« 
ituning the reins of governments 

V His DMniJh majefty beheld with pleafure thefe rifing 
commotions in Sweden^ which he hoped to turn to his owii 
advantage. He made all pofSible preparations for attacking 
Emc at foon as the feafen permitted, in expectation that hi^ 
attempts would be greatly affifted by the ftrong party of 
malecontems in Sweden. Eric penetrated his defigns, and 
Velieved they could only be fruftrated by plucking up the 
foots of civil difcord, and reuniting himfelf to his bro- 
thers. In this opinion he was confirmed by the perpetual 
ixkortations of his brother duke Cbarks^ his mother-in-law* 
hb wife, and die noblefle. The friends of the deceafed 
lords, though they mortally hated £'rfV, yet joined in this 
fequeft^ as imagining it neceffiiry to the public iecurity. 

' * Hid. de Daa. Mm. t. p. ^»» " Locccn. 6b. v!L 
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Duke John Perfifaded by their argumients, the king agieed Ui fet JJi^ 
fet ai //'- at liberty, upon certain conditions, with which the duks 
hertjk, complied wichout hefiution. Accordingly the duke was le^ 
leafed, to the greatjoy of the Swidifi nation, mdiohadal* 
ways exprefled the utmoft afFe£tion to this prince, the £i-» 
vourite of their darling monarchy the great Guftauuu \ 

*rhekin£s ^^ underftand the king's proceedings on this occafion, it 
intrigues is neceilaiy to have a ittrotfped to his negotiations with the 
nvith tb$ czar of Mufcciuy^ at the beginning of the war* Eric bd 
€%ar of often folicited the czar to form an alliance againft Sigijmmd 
Mofcovy. king of Poland^ to whofe daughter duke John was married. 
The IbiJJian had before paid his addreiTes to this princefsy 
but met with a repulfe. He now demanded as a prelimxjiaiy 
article of the treaty, that (he ihould be reftored to him; and 
this J^ric knew he could not perform without endangering a 
civil war, and the life (^ the duke his brother. Unable to 
determine how to ad, the negotiation was protra&ed for 
fome years. At length he tefolved to gain the czar at the 
c?cpence of his honour, his natural aiFedlions, and huma^ 
nity. He agreed to furrender the duchefs, and for thispor-* 
po& a felendid ambaily arrived from the czar. The maffiu:» 
at L^/ had fo embarrafled him, that he thought he /hould 
fland in need of the powerful alliance of that prince, to de« 
fend him againft his own fubje^. . When the ainbailado0 
arrived, Eric began to meditate how he fhould fulfil his en* 
gagement. He was ftill more.diiconcerted by intelligeacs 
that the Danijh army was approaching Che frontiers, which 
he feared would excite an infurreftion, in cafe he detained 
duke John in prifon. This was a very critical iltuation) and 
to make the moft of it, Eric ren^oved the duke from Gri^ 
bobn to fPimteholmj obliging him to iign an infirumeiit» 
whereby he renounced all claim to the crown, and acknow* 
ledged Eric*s fon by Catherine the legitimate heir ; to fweari 
in his own and bis duchefs's perfon, to forget all injuries 
done to either ; to promife that he would always pay that 
fidelity and obedience that was due to the king his elder bro* 
ther ; to ufe his whole interefl in mediating a peace betweea 
Sweden Sind Poland i conftantly to oppofe Venmark with all 
his might ; and in cafe Frederic and the regency . of Iai^ 
were comprehended in the treaty of peace, to refign tht 
provinces of Halland and Scbenen^ with his conquefbin li" 
vonia^ to the crown of Sweden. He likewife obliged him to 
engage, that Poland fhould not conclude a peace wUt' ^jS^ 
without comprehending Sweden in the treaty. John ^cmcd 
to all the. conditions, with a full determination to break 
them as foon as an opportunity oiTer^. . I£& amSatnce 
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CQuU eatfily smfwer an uifra£Uon of ternis, unjuft in them*- 
felvcs, impofed by force,, and accepted through- neceffity. 
However, he renewed his promifes without fcruple in the 
king's prefence, and no fooner obtained his liberty, than he 
proceeded to acquit himfelf of a part of his engagements, ' by 
endeavouring to bring the king of Pilattd to confent to a 
peace with Sweden. Peerfin^ however, who was- alfo fet at 
liberty, notwithftanding the fentence of death pafied upon 
him, began his old practices. He again ^niinuated himfelf f^^ jf^j^^ 
into'the kingV' favour, and obtained fuch an afcendency, John and 
that when his fecretary Martin Heljing honeftly advifed his Charles 
majefty to beware of this artful perfon, the king ftabbed liim ntreeu, 
with bis own hand. At P^ir;^'s perfuafion, itwa^thatthe 
king propofed aiSgning his brothers certain lands in Livoma^ . ^ 
as an equivalent for thofe granted them by their father i^* 
Gufiaum-y as it was in their refufal to accept of his propo- I5^^ 
fills, that he finally refolved to furrender the duchefs C^ \ 
thariney Jaim's wife, to the Mufcoviu ambaf&dors. This . 
deiign he determined to execute on the day appointed for the 
folemnization of his marriage, with his miftrefs Catherine^ 
for hitherto he had not publickly acknowledged that lady 
for his queen. His intrigues were difcovered by the dukes, 
and they immediately deliberated with the friends of the 
brds maflacred at Upfal^ in what manner they could avert 
the blow. At lafl it was unanimouHy refolved to dethrone 
Eric i and to prevent the Dfmes from traverfing their defigns, 
an ambaffiidor was fent to Copenhagen K 

ERIC was all this while bene on the execution of his 
prqe&, wbLqh he imagined lay concealed, and the folem- 
liization of bis nuptials. When the day arrived, he ef- 
poufcd his miftrefs^ Catha^ine^ but f^led in the attempt to 
fpirit oiF the duchefs, who had taken efiedual meafures to 
diiappoint him. In the mean time, the dukes Join and 
Charles haviQg raifed a confiderable force, and . made them- 
felves matters of fufScient treafure to profecute the war, at- 
tacked the fortrefles of Wadjlena^ Stekeburgh^ and Leckoo^ 
which they took, obliging the garrifons to fwear allegiance 
to them. At the firft of thefe places they feized the trea- 
fure of duke Magnuiy whidi they recoined in their own . 
names. : Aftei: this they wrote to the king, demanding the 
execution of the late treaty, and exhorting.him to govern the 
kingdom with more wifdom, and cpndu6i: himfelf with more 
prudence and circumfpec^ion than he had lately ibewn. 
They particularly entreated, him to remove Peer/on ^ from 

I 
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his councils ; but the king returned a haughty anfvrer, A^ 
declared war, and pubii&ed their reafcHis tot this proceed 
iog, in a ftrong well drawn manifefto^. 

ERIC finding himfeif involved in domeftie treuUes, 
wheA he expeded a perfe£t reconciliation with his brothen, 
determined to put an end, if poffible, to th^ foreign wars in 
which he was engaged. With this view he afibmbled the 
fiatss, and eommunicated feveral propofals for aceoBimo- 
dating all difFerences wiih Dmmark, But 'A> rapid w^as At 
progrefs made by the dukes, that the king fbuad no leifure 
to enter upon negotiations with foreign powers. Full of 
hope to cru& Erie at one blow, they were in rapid march at 
the head of a powerful army towards UpfaL His majefiy 
iitemedtately put himfelf at the head of a body of troops to 
oppofe them. He feveral times attacked the enemies ad« 
vanced guard* and burnt Nioping^ which belonged to dtil^e 
Charles. 
j^^ D^ This, however, was all the advantage he could obtain. 
J <68* 'r^^ dukes, after traveriing Sundermaniay and dtfperfing aB 
the detached royal parties, appeared before Siockbobm. 
Numbers of the inhabitants and foldiel-s of the capital came 
out to join them, and among the reft the duke of &»^ 
Lawenburgb^ lately married to the king's fifter, upon infor- 
mation that Eric had formed a defign againft his Iife» His 
majefty finding that force would not avail him, had reeourib 
to other e^^pedients, which proved equally inefieduaL 
When the dukes arikiy was feen encamped at Nerder JUaht^ 
Stock- JerSH Penjon told the king, ** If your majefty had followed 
holm te- *^ itiy advice with refpe£t to duke john^ yo\i would not now 
foged, << be befieged in your capital.*' Previous to opejtiing the 
trenches, feveral overtures for a peace were made from one 
fide and the other, which all came to nothing, as the dukes 
made it an efliintial article of their a|reement, that Pe£rfm 
fbould be furrendered to juftice, to fufter thepuniihment due 
to the crime of mifleading his fovereign, to the deftruAion 
of the commonwealth. At laft, however, fr/V perceiving 
matters puihing to a crifis, confented that he fhould be de- 
livered up to the dukes. Peerfon was inftantly feized, with 
his mother, who pafied for a witch \ and he now behaved as 
abjedly, as he had before done infolently, while he bafked 
in the funftiine of the royal favour. When he was put t^ 
the torture, he confefled the moft abominably crimes, and 
among others a proje^ formed by himfelf and the ktn^, of 
pillaging SieciMiH% ftripping all the wealth of the city on 
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{Ittttitig it oh board vdTels in, the harbour, to which they 
- plDpofed fetdng fire, and then fteering with the reft of tht 
iqiiadron for Narva. This determined the dukes to break 
the treaty, and pu(h the fiege with vigour, in hopes x>f faving 
the city. The trehches Were opened, and the batteriea ^ 
. began to play wilh fury ; but the king oppofed all . their at- 
^ferqpts with equal fkill arid intrepidity.- Briik Tallies werfe 
made every night, and the (^amp of the befiegers kept iit 
perpetual alarm. His majefty fent zn exprefs to demand 
iu'ccours 6f his Banijh majcftyj and offered very advanta- 
geous teriris; but the lexprefs was taken at fea and put tp 
death, after having thrown his difpatches over-board "^^ 

E RIGi now defiitute of fuccdurs and advice^ began to 
defpair of his affair^. He fecreted 150,000 crowns, with 
-intention to levy fdrces id reconquer his dominions. He 
formed a theufand other ideal proje£ts, but wSSs in the mean 
ivhile forced to yield to the inclination the people exprefied Peer^n 
of opening their gates td the dukes: His majeffy now loft hebeadedf 
nil hopes upon feeing Peerfori executed on a high gibbet be- 
'fore the walls, and ptoclaimed a rt>bber, adulterer, ^aflaffin, 
.incendiary and traitor^ Crimes but too clearly proved. He 
endeavoured, however, to pacify the fenate and inhabitants^ 
•and encourage them to fiappbrt the fatigues of a fiege fome . 
days longer ; but they had agreed to admit the ene/ny pri- 
vately in the night. A poftern gate was opened to duke 
Charles^ who entered with a body of troops, and imme- 
diately pillaged the hbufe of Peerfon^ from which he could 
not reftrain the foldiers. His defign was to feize the king's 
perfon; but the alarm raHed by the pillaging, of Peerfon^z 28thSept# 
houfe, gave his majefty the alarm^ and enabled him .to 
^fcape to the citadel. Here he was immediately invefte^, 
and forced to capitulate^ after a very fhort defence. He 
confented to yield up his crov^n, and defired no other terms 
tthan that he might be confined in si prifon fuited to his dig- 
nity. Upon this he was given to the friends of the nobility ^^^ ^'% 
maf&cred at Uffal^ who it was fuppofcd would guard him-^'^'f^'^'*^j> 
Mrith the utinolt vigilance ; the fenate renounced their alle- ^"^ " ^*^* 
giance, their refolution was fobn followed by the ftates, and f^J^^' 
duke yohn folemnly elefted king. Thus ended the gjory of 
Bric^ a prince doomed by the ficklenef$ and inconftancy of 
hi^ nature to misfortune | and yet endowed with talents 
which might render himfelf and people powerful and happy. 
In one circumftance there appeared a fteadinefs of difpofition j 
namely, in chufing favourites hateful to his iubjeds, and 
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greening diem from thejuft punifliment of their crimen tai 
the refentment of their injured (tWow futge&s *» 

SECT, VII. 

Containing the reigns of John, Slgiihmnd, atii 

Charies IX. 

I>uke]o\m.t^OHNh'3A no fooner afccndcd the throne* than he or* 
eUaed ^ dercd the authors of the horrid maflacre at Vpftd, to be 
•^* tried, condemned and executed* He raifed his uncle, &tm 
'Ericfony to the dignity of baron, which he extended to bis 
lieirs male. Among the firft proceedings of bis reign, was 
the ambafly 4ent to the czar J^hn Bafilowitz^ to announce fail 
elevation, and acquaint him with the refolution he had 
formed of concluding a peace with Dtnmark. Ftnidly, to 
declare, that his inclination to enter upon a good under- 
llanding with the czar, had prevented him from uiing bis 
^mbaiTadors found in Stockholm^ in the manner they de- 
ierved, confidering the pernicious defigns they were plotting 
againft him *. 

In the next place an ambafly was fent to Copenbagmj to 
iiniih the peace between the two crowns, whijch bad for 
fome time been in agitation. The condu6i of his minifters 
reflected difhonour on yohn ; they (igned a peace at RefcbiH 
Di/hute fl^^^^f"^ t^ Sweden. Here it was ftipulated that yohn fliotild 
tvitJ^Den- P*y ^^^ Danijh forces for the whole time they refrained from 
^xaaxk. hoftilities againft Sweden ; that all the Danijh (hipping fliould 
' he reftored ; that yemptlandy Oefel^ Sonnehurgby Leahcy Hep* 
/alj Lode and fFarhergy fhould be ceded ; that yobn ihoidd 
;re^ounce all pretenfions to th* kingdom of Norwayy the 
^ifle of Gotblandy and the provinces of Scbonen^ HatUmd and 
Bleking. Finally, that he fhould quietly permit his Damft 
inajefty to wear the arms of Sweden ; that he would indem- 
nify his loites during the war, and pay an dd debt diie to the 
regency of Lubecy from his father Guftavus. Thefe were 
terms which neceffi^ only could grant, and a feries of 
vsdories impofe. The people fufpefted the amhaf&don 
were corrupted, and yohn was fo difpleafed With their con* 
dud, that after receiving them coldly, he aHembled the 
ftates to deliberate, whether fo injurious a treaty to the 
kingdom ought to be ratified ^. 
• • . . 
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b LofiCEN.lib.vii. 

. The 



Tnt firfl- proceedings of this aflembly were formally ior^ 
tiGunce their allegiance to £ricy and fwestr obedietKe to 
yvhn ; to deftroy al] the writings and inftrument6> whereby 
%he^ were bound to feaky i to condemn that unhappy prinqe 
to perpetual hnprifonnaent ; to declare his children inca- 
paMe of Atcceeding to the crown ; to reverk all his }udg- 
fneirts and decifions, and to oblige hifn to appear publickiy 
hi the high court of juftice to hear his fentence pafied (A). 
As fooQ as this bufineis was finifhedf the treaty ti Rojchild 
was tanvafled,when, after mature deliberation, it was rekJved 
father to renew the war than ratify a peace fo injurious and 
^Mgraceful to the kingdom. 

IN ^e mean time the czar Bt^Uoivitz tre^ed Swiden with ' 
great refped, and fent paflports to the Swedijh ambafiador ; 
but he was fecretly labouring to feduce the magifirates of 
Revd^ ^d gain pofleifion of that city. .His endeavours^ 
lK)¥»?ever, were fruftrated by John's policy, who in fpite of 
the civil factions then within the walls, kept the inhabitants 
firm in their allegiance. It was the principal obje£): of the ' 
l:jng*s adminiftration, to confirm his authority in alf the 
provinces. With this view he fent ambafiadors to Denmark^ 
to folictt terms of peace more equitable than thofe figned at ' 
Rofchild. To gratify duke CbarleSy he granted him Sunder^ 
tnania^ Nericia and Wermland^ agreeable to the will of 
Gujlavusy rcferving only to himfelf the right of fovereign<!y. 
Lallly, he ordered himfelf and queen to be crowned with the 
ufua! folemnity at UpfaL 

The Swedijb ambaCadors were no fooncr arrived with A. D, 
thcit rich^preftnts at Mofctnvy than they were ^rrefted by I569» 
the czar's orders, imprifoned, and confined to live on bread 
and water; nor was John more fuccefsful on the fide of Z>^- 

(A) When Erie came into prifon, where he was ufed wtth 

eottft, he maintained long dif- great feverity by his keepeiT^ 

pates with his brothers, before the friends of thole piirfeof 

the ftates destounced fentfince* aiaflkcred at Up/al. Bsiidfii 

sad difcov«4«d a fubtilty and the opprobious language, th« 

keennefs of wit, that a&cniihed fcoFs and infults, they wer0 

the whole affenibly. His be- brutal enough to beilQw, thejr 

havioor on tfais occafion gained likewife made him feel caid 4nd 

aim at leaft the compalfion of a hunger. Oluf Steenhoek pro* 

|reat part of the audience ; but ceeded even to beat and woun4 

it could not alter the intention him, afterwards refafing his 

(^hb judges. They proceeded Mng the affiftance of a furgeoA^ 

ioraxaily to renounce their alle- leaving him for ieveraf hours 

gisnce and pafs fentence ; upon weltering in his blood. Locam. 

which be was recommittea to Uid. F^. ibid. 
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fnarh Frederick haughtily refufed to relinqutlh any of the 
articles of the treaty of Rofibild, Inftead of liftening to any 
new propofttions^ he laid fiege to Warberg^ which was vi« 
goroufly , defended by the Swedijh garrifon, but at lengtb 
taken by treachery ^, after the Danijh gentXTX had been flain 
before the wails. Duke Charles in revenge made an irrup- 
tion Into Scbonen^ where he committed terrible ravages, 
which were at laft ballanced by the crtiel depredations of the 
tTar with enemy in We/i Gothland^ There was befides a Danifl> dxvasj 
Peamark. in Smaland, where among other places they reduced tVexk to . 
albes ; while the Swedes retaliated by carrying the torch of 
war into Norway^ burning, pillaging, and deftrojring all 
before them ; a favage method of carrying on war, happily 
extinguifhed among the more civilized nations. It pn>- 
duced one happy eStSt^ by obliging Frederic to hearken to 
more reafonabte propofitions, and relax from the feverity fA 
a conqueror, which before he afTumed. But the deiire of 
both kings to put an end to this deftrudive war, met with a 
variety of obftruflions'. A new-fubjeA of contention arofe; 
the duke of Holftein endeavoured to annex Livonia to the 
crown of Denmarkj and his intentions were feconded by the 
eager inclinations of the people, who expelled the return of 
the golden age under a German king. The oppofition given 
by the Swedes and the city Revel^ to the duke of Hol/ieittj 
created king of Livonia by the czar, excited new troubles in 
that quarter, obliged the czar to raife an army in fupport of 
the new king, and afforded Frederic a profpe<^ either of con- 
tinuing the war with . fuccefs, as great part of the Swedijh 
forces muft be employed in Livoma^ or of ending it advan- 
tageouily. However, a congrefs was agreed upon and ap- 
pointed in the city of Stetin^ at which attended ambafladors 
from the emperor Maximilian^ from Charles IX. of France^ 
Sigijmund king of Poland^ the czar, the kings of Sweden and 
Denmark, the ele^r of Saxony, and feveral other princes; 
After warm altercations had been carried on for the fpace of 
' five months, neither fide would relinquifii certain points 
infilled upon by the oppofite party. His Swedijh majefty de- 
manded reftitution of Schonen, Halland, and Bleking, and 
that the king of Denmark would no longer quarter the 
^he eidr SwediJh arms. Frederic would not accede to thefe propo- 
htjiiges fitions ; and while the two kings were difputing, the Ruj" 
Revel* fums, under the conduft of the duke of Holjiein, laid vigorous 
ficge to Revel and Wittenfiein, rcfufing to admit any prqpo- 
iitions made by king John^ upon which he fent a iquadron 
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to attempt raifing the fiege, or at leaft ihrowing provifiont 
into ReveL The duke, however,, pulhed his operations (o 
brilkly, and fifed with fuch ftiry upon the city, thsit Jabn 
£nding himfelf hard prefied on one fide by the Ruffians^ and 
on the other by the Danes^ refolved to ftop the progrcfs of 
misfortunes, by the beft peace he could obtain. Accord- P^a^i • 
ingly the negotiations were recommenced, and John ceded w/V^Dcnr 
his right to Norway, Halknd, Blekingy yemptkmdj and P^'^? 
Hermdaln. As to the difputes about Livonia, thefe were , 
refenred to a future difcuffion, fince adjufiing points fo intri? 
cate, required time and deliberation *^. 

In this manner was the peace of Steiin huddled up, that 
yobn might be at liberty to pulh the war againft the Ruf^ 
fians, and take ample vengeance on the czar for his ufage of 
the Swedijh ambafladors, and irruptions into Livonia. It 
was likewife difcovered, that the czar was managing certain 
intrigues to procure kiftg Ericas liberty, and reinftate him in 
the throne. This obliged John to remove the unfortunate 
prince to th» citadel oiMoo, for the greater fecurity, where 
fe^ was more clofely confined than before, watched with 
more vigilance, and ufed with more rigour, if poffible. , * . 

While the qzar was preparing a nuighty army to invade 
Livonia and Finland, the Tartars, at the inftigation of his ; ^ 
Polijh majefty, entered RuJJia, took, pillaged, and laid the ^' ^^ 
city Mofcbw in aflies, after having put ^boye thirty thoiifand *^?-* 
fouls to the fword. This produced a negotiation, but the 
czar's haughty infolei^ce was not fubdued -, he ftill talked 
high, made u^ireafonable demands, and threatened, if they 
were not accepted, to over-run, not only Finland and L«- 
vonia, but all Sweden, John made all poffible preparations to • , ^ 
refift thfe fury of this 'Barbarian. He fent Mornay to folicit /y^y"wf 
afliftance from queen Elizabeth of England, and the ^^^S<^f ji fiance 
Scotland ; but this ambaffy had almoft proved fatal to his in- gi^ainft 
tereft. Mornay was "fecretly a partizan of the late king ^^^ ^^^^^ 
Eric, he arcjently wilhed for his restoration, and found thtfrom queen 
queen of England in the fame fentiments. Intrigues were EHzabeth^ 
carried in between them; and Puffindorf fcruphs not to 
af&rm, that the queen endeavoured to animate the ambaf- 
fador to aflaffinate kjng John*": but this aflertion wants 
proof; thoijgh we may venture to affirm, that her majefty 
feemed to return, by gtatitude, the paffion which the unfor* 
tunate Eric entertained for her in his youth. The fame au- 
thor adds, that Mornay would have executed his defign by 
<neans of his majefty's fencing^mafter, with whom he ufed 
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to play for exercife ; but the man ftruck with horror at f!bc 
attempt, with-hcld the blow he meditated, juft as it was 
ready to fall. Some time after the plot was difcovered to the 
king by a Scotchman \ but as the accufer could corroborafc hb 
affertion by no kind of proof, be was beheaded for endea- 
vouring to traduce a faiuiiul fervant in high employments, 
and the particular favourite of his majefty. 

JOHN*s ambafiy to England and Scotland prcyductoj^ 
no eSt£ij he determined to rely upon his own {ubje^Ss^ and 
accordingly fent ftrong detachments to Livonia^ which at 
iirft aded with great fpirit and fuccefs againft the RuJjSansi 
but the czar in perfon entering the province, at the head of 
a numerous army, flopped their conquefts, took tytttenftetM, 
plundered, defiroyed, and put to the fword all befoce 
him. Next he took Karckhufen^ made an irruption intd 
£fthonWj laid the province wafte, defeated a fally from the 
City Rivel; but was at length attacked by 600 Swedifib horfe 
and icoo foot, who fought with fuch defperate valour, that 
they defeated the whole RuJJian army, and ftfuck the .czar 
wish fo much conflernation, that he immediately fued for 
peace, and wrote to the king in the moft humble and obliging 
ilrain ^ 

JOHIf received the czar's letter widi the due re/pefi, 
returned an anfwer, that be was ready to accommodate mat* 
tersi bu^ infii^d that their negotiations (hould be in hax^ 
frontier town, and at the fame time reinforced his army with 
5000 Scotcby whofe arrival obliged the czar to renew his ib- 
lici tat ions, and fupplicate peace in the moft abje£l manner. 
One peculiarity in his temper appeared amidft his confter- 
nation* Eager as he was for a peace, he would liften to no 
ter^ns, unlefs John confented that the treaty ihould be ne- 
gotiated at Newgart£ ; whereas the king was equally deter- 
mined the ambaiSadors ihould meet at Softtrbcck upon die 
frontiers. Both maintained the dignity of their crowns with 
iiich obftinacy, that the flames of war were again kindled 
in Livonia with redoubled fury. The Swedes befteged ffe- 
fenbergh and Telfiurghy but were foiled in the enterprife. 
Another accident of a more fatal nature contributed to the 
king*8 lofTes. A quarrel arofe between the German cavahy 
and Scotch infantry in his fervice. Both flew to arms, and 
engaged with fo much fury, that out of 500 Scotch, not 25 
came off the field. Happily, however, the main* body A 
the Scotch was not prefent, or it is probable the affair i^bQ 
have ftill been more bloody. This was followed by divif/ 
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!«.etli€f misfortunes^ which entirely altered the face of the 

^ caRi[^ign, and turned tKe advantage wholly on the fide ojF 

the Ruffians. A body of G^man and Swi^Jh cavalry was 

furprifed and cut to pieces by the enemy ; the Ruffians and 

[ Tartars ravaged Effhonia^ ami the king's fleet fufFcred greatly 

by ftorm berore Narvc^^ 

Whixe Lhoma hit all the hprrors of war, ambaiTadors 
from both ,fides were negotiating a peace. The czar at lalb 
confemed. that a congrefs Aiould beheld on the frontiers $ 
but his demands rofe fo high with his profperity, that no^- 
thing was concluded except a trticet t^ which the Ruffums 
paid ^^ry little regard. Nor did this truce extend farther 
than to PiHlandi the c«ar refu&ig to include Livonia^ whidi 
he doubted not muft foon come into his pofleffion. What 
prevented l(;ing %i6» fn>m puihing the war ir this country, 
was the change he endeavoured to tfft&, in religion, at the 1^^ ^-^ 
inftigation of his queen. Lutiet^nifin had for fome years ^^^'wr/ 
been univerfally embraced in Swedmy but the court now ^^ 'Jf^ 
meditated the reftoration of popery, merely on the queen's ^^J^i/^ '« 
account | for his majefty as yet had not publickly profefled ^^A^'^* 
his own ientiments. The clergy, who hoped to ^^i^^^ u^J^'^^ 
their former authority, readily joined with the court, and ^ ' 
laid a plan plauiible enough for accompliflitng their end, be^ 
caub it propofed gradual meafures, and rejected all violence. 
The arehbiihop drew up certain articles, in which he af- 
firmed that Anafcarius and his difciples had preached the 
true do&rine of Chrift in Swiden ; that his tenets, abftrading 
from A fiiw external ceremonies, were the fame now taught 
by the church of Rome ; that the fathers were the beft interr- 
preters of the facred writings ; that faith and good worlcs 
were infeparable ; that auricular confeffion and mafs were 
neceflary ; that, in adminiilering the facrament of baptifm, 
cxorcifms, the fign of the crofs and white furplices, ought 
not to be negleded or laid afide ; that the hoft wa3 a cere- 
mony which produced a happy tSt&. on the minds of the 
people, with a variety of other particulars, the aim and inten- 
tion of which were very apparent. Thefe articles were read 
to the general aflembly of the clergy, and approved : in a 
word, the form of worfliip propofed by the archblfliop was 
ordered to be obferved in all the churches. It was on the 
preceding year that John formed the refolution of bringing 
about a change in religion ; which proceeded from reading 
books wrote by the Romijb clergy, and the converfation of 
his queen : he became in fa£l a convert, and warm advo^ 
cate for that religion. He was for purging it of certain 
fuperftitious ceremonies i but he believed^ that at the bottom 
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St was the true primitive faiths and hc^d to reduce ihe* ret 
ligion of &v^en to the fimplicity of the earlier ages of the 
\ gofpeh However, thefe notions be carefully concealed frcHn 
: the clergy^ whom he propofed making the inftruments of . 
|ii$ defign. To execi^te this vaftpj-ojet^^ ^i^^n called in the 
afliftance of his (ecret2ry Peter Fe^en^ and of certaiirleazned 
^ jefuits v^ho remained in difgiiife in the country. As ibon as 

he thought matters ripe for execution, he afiemhled the 
fciergy, under pretence of filling fome vacant fees, and parr 
ticularly the archbifhopric, void by the death of NeriAa* 
He opened the ailembly by a pathetic fpeeclH reprefenting 
the fatal confequences of the growth of, herefy arid fchifra 
' over all Europe^ particularly Germany^ Englakdj and the Ne* 
therlandss He faid that with refpefSt to the confeffion of 
Jugfbitrghy theologians them/elves were of very oppofite ieoti* 
ments ; it wa^ therefore the moft fafe to adhere to the ca- 
tholic and apoftolic faith, confirmed by the teftimony offic- 
ered writ, and the blood of fo many martyrs. He faid, that 
when their predecefibrs endeayoiired to deftnoy the errors of 
the church, they at the fame time abolifh^ good and 
ivholefome ordonnances, and picking of the lace tort 
the garment. Luther had befides, he faid,*eftabliihed a 
great number of articles of faith not at ai> confonant 
to the true chriftian religiot?^ and quite oppofite to the. 
liturgies of 5/. yames^ St. BaJiUus^ St. Chryfeftonuy Sty 
jfmkrofe, and St. Gregory. He concluded that it was tbere^ 
fore necefiary to reftore fome fundamental articles abolt0iei 
by Luther 9 and to deduce the juft ceremonies from a pure 
and unpolluted fource ; namely, the writings of the fathers, 
and not the muddy rivers that flowed from modern enthu* 
^ails and religious proje£tors, ' , 

His majefty's addrefs, the ambition of the (^ergy, the 
. queen's influence, and a variety of other circumftanxies, all 
jcontributed to gain the ready sUTent of the clergy to his pro- 
pofitions. Several of the ancient cuftoms and ceremonies 
of the churoh were reftored, and the king, to reward the zeat 
and obedience of the ecclefiafticks, fuffer^d them to proceeil 
to the eleiSlipn of prelates to fill the vacant fees. Biit he 
artfully declined confirming the new bifliops, until they had 
firft figned certain articles, ferving to promote bis general 
fcfaeme of reftoratibn, or rather of reformation* 

After this feveral meetings of the biflbops, and general 
covocations of the clergy, were held by the king's order, and 
certam difputed points among the different fe<^s of chriftians 
jakcn into confideratiqn. For the fpace of three years the 
Icingdom was in (he utmoft confufion mt)^ theological diP 
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^Mates^ and common fenfe feemed to be wholly extinguiflied 

hy the violence of bigotry and epthufiafm* Inftead of ef- 

/edling the fcheme of pure reformation intended, the Romsjb 

religion, and all the fuperftitious ceremopies, aboliflied by 

' the fcnfible and freer-fpirited GiiftauuSj were again creeping 

in, and daily gaining ground. The old archbifliop dying, 

his brother, tutored at Rome in all the cunning and intrigue 

.of the apcKftolic court, was eleded in his room. Duke jy , 

Charks and bis dependants opppfed the meafures of the Qy^^L^ 

king* All the clergy within the jurifdifiion of this prince ^a*^j ^^^ 

*held an aflembly, ^nd figned articles whereby they declared ^y«». 

•never to abjure or depart from the confeffion of Ai4gjlmrgb. 

Party^-beats were puflied to violence, and probably would 

Jiaye terminated in a civil -w^.r, had not the queen wifely in* 

.terpofed, and confented rather to permit liberty of conr 

.icience, than involve the kingdom in fc^nes of blood and 

confufion. The duke found means to influence the ftates ; 

for when they met, a remonftrance, in very flrong terms, 

^l^as made to the king upon his fcheme of reftoring popery* 

'QTliey requefted his majefty to confirm ppbHckly the dodrinea 

'f>S the church of Swiden^ as eftablifhed by their glorious 

monarch Guftavus^ in order to ftop the rapid progrefs oj^ 

-](chifa^« They entreated, that to avoid fufpicion of favour-* 

•iiig popery, he would prohibit the importation of the writings 

.:of the Romijh clergy ; that he would place in all the fchools 

^ble mafters attached to the eftablifhed religion ; and that he 

irauld place the prince apparent under proteftant tutors, tp 

be isducated agreeable to the cpnfeffion of Augfburgb. This 

alone, i^ey faid, would confirm him in the afFedtions of the 

people, j»nd quiet ihe apprehenfions, left on his coming tp 

the throiie he ihould endeavour to reftpre popery. Befides, 

: the ftates admonifiied the king to conclude a peace with the 

.Ruffians^ and. to be careful left the PqUs might anticipate 

him* by figning a feparate treaty. 

yOHN received their advice and remonftrances with 
fieferenpei but he purfued his firft intentions, though in a 
more cautious manner. A nuncio from the pope was ad- 
mitted, and ^ great number of jefuits privately introduced 
jnto the kingdoipus to poifon the principles of the people. 
What the confequence might have been, had it not pleafed 
^he Almighty to remove the queen by death, is hard to con* ^ 
^eSure. This event, however, produced an immediate 
^change; the Romi/h religion fell into difrepute, the king 
puihed his proje<St with lefs ardor, and the ftates refumed 
iheir remo/iftran^ies, in behalf of the reformed religion, 

^ith mo|:e zeal and fpirit. They exhorted prince Sigifmund 
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to <}eclare openly in favour af the eftabliflicd religion, ui 
chn to abjure popery^ the better to &cure his right of (iie- 
ceffion ; but his conftant anfwer was, that he preferred i 
crown in heaven to aU earthly honours. The queen his 
mother had bred him up in the fuperftitxon of her own 
ftith, and befought him, with tears in her e)ws, on her 
death-bed, never to relinquiih the Rtmujh religion* TJk 
ftates again exhorted the king, not to ^leftroy the tranquillity 
of the kingdom, by innovation, and the mtrodudion of re- 
ligions difputes, which generally ended in periecution, zoL 
the ruin of public virtue. Their admonitions were n^ 
heard with more attention, and beKer regarded, becauft 
his majefty perceived the powerful influence of ddlce Chark 
his brother, and apprehended the confequence of the neg»- 
tiattons that prince was carrying on for the Tupport eif pi^ 
teftantifm, in which hef faw England^ the German princo, 
and all the reformed ftates, combined. He obferved hew 
feldom he lately apppeared at court, atid the {M^putarit^ 
which he daily acquired. This determined him to end the 
John re^ difputc about religion, the war with Mu/covy^ an<) by eveiy 
jolves to means poffible to confirm himfelf in the efteem and zSe&iom 
futon end ^^ j^j^ people. Accordingly, he , openly difcountenancd 
f. 4"*" the Romijh clergy, banifhed all the jefuits, an4 prolonged the 
9ccafioned ^^^^^ ^'^^ ^^S^t which had for feveril years been very in- 
^i.^^*^y^^ difFerently obferved^. Such were the public tranfaraons 
and the ftate of the kingdom for the fpace of twelve yearsj 
except a few occurrences, which we could not mention with- 
out interupting our narrative. 

Among the principal of thefe was the death of king Efit^ 
which happened on the 22d of Fehruary 1 578, in confequenep 
of a dofe of poifon adminiftered by the king's order, who 
apprehended that the religious contentions might excite a 
deiire in the people to reftore him. Another remarkable ^- 
vent was, the execution of Mornay^ upon fome proofe which 
had lately appeared to confirm the accufation otthm Sccidman^ • 
beheaded fome years before. He had likewife attached 
himfelf to duke Charles^ and thereby incurred the ktng^s re- 
fentnrent. It ought not to be paued over, that notwith- 
fianding the truce between Sweden and RuJJia refpe^Hng 
Finland m particular, the czar had made frequent irruptioas 
into that province at the head of numerous armies^ layii^ 
all wafte with a truly favage barbarity. He had likewise 
excited the Tartars to over-run the province, and thatlgwlefi 

^ LoccBN. li. vii. Hid. de Dan. torn. iv. IPufpind. ton.E 
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people poured in with fuch impctuofity as bore dawn all rc- 
iiftance. This, amon^^ other reafoiis, it was, that-induced \ 

the king to enter upon fre£h negotiations with the czar, and 
tie him down by more explicit and fbrong articles^ than thoTe 
of the former truce. 

We how return to donnefiic affairs, and a further view ^fThi Sf. 
the growing differences between the king ajad duke CbarUs-^ putts t^ota 
as well as the circumftancee which opened a path for that religiM, 
.prince's elevation to the throne. Duke C6<!?r/^i feeing the ^^^f««r* 
Icing rid of all foreign enemies, and afliduous to gain the af* ^'^ ^' 
fetfiions of his people, fent ambaffadors to court, to Iblicit a yf^** '^ 
reconciliation, without which, \» forefaw his own ruin l^^/^ 
"would enfue. KingjFi^M, however, either difapproving of ^ „^^j^ 
the overtures made by his brother, or uiiwilling, for fame ^ ^ 
private reafons, to heal up their divifions, convoked the 
ftates at Wadftma'^ and fummoqed his brother there to juftj- 
fy his conduCT. Upon this occafion he made ufe of a ftroke 
of policy that had not the dcfired fuccefs. Apprehending 
that fo ignominious a citation would greatly affe£l the peo- 
ple, who ftrongly efpoufed duke Charles^ and be looked up- 
on as a fnare to get him into his power, he ordered it to be 
pvbliihed in all the churches, that the fole intention of the 
futnmons was to oblige the duke to declare the caufe of his 
difcontent, and the reafons that induced him, in contempt 
of the royal authority, to fill up certain vacant fees, over 
which he ufurped a fovereignty, and right of patronage. 
Notwithftanding this public declaration, and feveral other 
aflurances, C&^r/«difobeyed tj)c fummons, and immediately 
aflembled a body of troops to oppofe any violence that might 
be offered to bis perfon. With thefe he marched to the 
neighbourhood of Wadftena^ and thereby obliged the kii^g ^ 

alfo to levy troops, to prote<ft himfelf and the diet affem- 
bled at that place. The ftates upon this interpofed. Th€;y 
befought the duke to appeafe the king by craving his pardoq, 
. and prevailed on his majefty to pafs over all that was paffed, 
and grant a general amnefty to his brother and army, pro^ 
.yided he would fign the terms impofed by king Erk on his 
brothers "John and Magnm^ in 1561. His majefty expciled 
that the duke might now be brought to accept the new litur- 
gy ; but he, with all his clergy, pofitively refufed fubfcribing 
to it, upon any confideration. 

In this fituation ftood the affairs of Sweden^ when the 
king of Poland^ brother-in-law to yohny yielded up his laft 
breath. His queen, fifter to her Suuedi/h majefty, la- 
boured with all poffible diligence to fix the crown on the 
head of prince Si^ifmund her nephew. As ippo as fhe had 

gained 



Prince Si- gained a fufficient number of the nobility, and particular^ 
gifmond the chancellor and gre^tmarefchal, {he difpatched an account 
fiands a of her proceedings to Sweden. Upon mature deliberation, 
candidate John fent an ambaffy to Poland,, to folicit the payment 
fir the of an old debt, and the eleSion bf his fon. Their 
.ia''T'^/( inftruQions, however, were, to mention nothing of the 
-.FoiaBd ; money, in cafe they found the other objefl: of their ambafly 
^^aTI^ in a favourable train. On their arrival, their fuccefs was , 
*r ^edihe '^ extraordinary, that' prince Sigifmund was elcfted by a 
Jcura of 6**^^^ majority, and on the following conditions ; that there 
allibemi/" fcould fubfift a perpetual alliance, offenfive and defenfive, 
fortwus between the crowns of Poland and Sweden ; that prince SigiJ' 
ikat Sf/ill mund Ihonidj at the death of his father, fucceed to the crown 
fh king" of Sweden ; that on urgent occafions he might, with the con- 
/^«» fent of the ftates, return to that kingdom ; that he maintain- 

ed, at his own expence, a fleet for the fervice of Poland^ 
when required ; that SigtJmtmdfhonXA cancel the old debt due 
from the crown of Poland to that of Sweden \ that, with 
the confent of the ftates, he (hould build five fortrefles on 
the frontiers of Poland \ that he (hould have liberty to intro- 
duce foreign foldiers into the kingdom, provided he main- 
tained them at his own expence ; that, after his acceffiom 
to the crown of Sweden^ he {hould not make ufe of Swe£Jh 
counfellors in Poland \ that he fhould have his body-guard 
entirely of Poles and Lithuanians ; and that \it fhould anneip 
to Poland^ that part of Livonia now fubjeft to Sweden. 

Thus we fee honours conferred on prince SigifrnundTi 
the expence of the kingdom of Sweden, Advice of his elec- 
tion was no fooner arrived, than king John fent notice of Jt 
to duke Charles^ in order to found his opinion. He likewife 
ordered, that not only the duke, but the ftates fhould take a 
frefh oath of fidelity, the better to fecure his own family ip 
pofleffion. To this the duke declared, that he was ready to 
pay all due refpejft to the prince; but as to the obligation re- 
quired, he was at a lofs for the proper form ; that for the 
reft, he would never confent that EJlhoniaj and the Swe£Jb 
pofTeffions in Livoniay^ou\A fall into the hands of foreigners. 
At the fame time he fent ambafladors to prince Sigifmundy to 
congratulate his accefSon to the crown of Poland, Charles*^ 
declaration obliged the king and prince Sigifmund to proteit 
to the P(?/{/ft ambafladors, that they never would confent to 
alienate any of the Swedijh dominions, or to accept of the 
crown of Polandupon terms in the leaft prejudicial to Sweden: 
^utthis proteft was not made before advice was received 
that the Poles had elefted the archduke Maximilian. It wa$, 
{ipwever, determined, that Sigifmund fhould fupport his er 
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ledibA by a fleet, provided the Poles would give up that ar- . , 
tide of the conditions refpe£ling EJibonia. . A fleet was* ac- ^ifi^^l^j^ 
<:ordingly equipped, and juft as the prince was ready to em- ^^ ^ 
l>ark> the Swedijh fenate perceiv;iiag to what a height of ^ ^'*** 
power he was likely to arrive, perfuaded king yobn to joia 
"with the prince in figning the following articles. * Th^t on' 
the prince's arrival in Poknd^ he ihould maintain no greater 
number of Romijh priefl:s about his perfon than he was^ aliow-> 
€idin^eden. That they ihould be fuffered to enjoy no 
greater privileges than what were granted in Sweden. That 
tfaey ihould give no diflurbance to his proteftant fervants in ' 
JPofand on account of religion. That he (hould promote none 
but natives to pofls in Sweden^ unlefs they embraced the efta- 
blifhed religion. That he ihould introduce no innovations 
in the prefent eilabltibed mode of worlhip. That he ihould 
retain in his fervice the fame prieils that attended him ifi 
Stveden. That he ihould perfecute no one on account of hia 
religion. And, finally, that the pope ihould exert no fpiri- 
tual power, and have no fupremacy over the church of Swe^ 
den. To theie articles, in fupport of their religion;, they 
annexed feveral others for the fecurlty of their property, pro« 
hibiting the prince from alienating the crown-land^ ; eila^ 
bliChing a perpetual alliance between the two kingdoms ; 
cybliging him, in cafe of marriage, to fettle the queen's join- 
ture mutually at the expence of Sweden and P aland: with a 
variety of other conditions, which we need not recite. Suf- 
ficient it is, that many were deemed unreafonable, and 
thought to indicate the fenate's defign of excluding the prince 
from the fucceffion, under pretence that he had broken fome 
of the articles. It was indeed univerfally fufpe£led, that the 
Sture family fecretly afpired at the crown, and firil: fuggefted 
the(e hard conditions. 

On the prince's arrival in Poland^ great difputes arbfe. 
The PqUs infifted upon his ceding Livonia^ and granting the 
atticles fpecified in his election. Sigifmuni^ and the Swedijb 
. ambaiTadors, abfolutely refufed this, as inoonfiilent with the 
conditions impofed by the Swedijh fenate. At lafl: it was 
propofed, to defer the difpute until Sigifmund ihould, at his 
father's death, fucceed to the crown 6f Sweden ; but even 
this expedient was not fatisfa£lory to king yohrCs ambaiTa- 
dors. They therefore intreated the prince to give them a 
letter, declaring that he would never confent tp annex Eftho^ 
»/a to the crown oi Poland \ and that his fole aim in thus 
accommodating matters, was procuring peace and the quiet 
pofleffion of that, crown. They requeitcd, that he ihould « 
lend written orders to ^11 the governors in EJiboma^ not to 

obey 
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obey Ms coders in cafe thty fhould be inconfiftent with the 

rntereft of Swidtn, Sigifmund confented to all they required j 

notwidiftandifig which, king J^hn was higbly incenled st 

the coodu£i of his fon^ for ballancing a amomte between the 

imereft of his native and a foreigti^oumry. The youii| 

king, to iatisfy his father, declared pnblickly to the iVi^, 

that be had rather abdicate their throne than furrender the 

finalleft village belonging to Sweden \ what dbexi mxitt thejr 

think of his relinquifliing a large province that had coA iuck 

feas of blood ^* 

J weak Satisfied with thefe excufes, Jobn now renewed Ae 

andarhi- Aibjed of the nevir liturgy, and pubiifhed oaanifefloes, de- 

irary ediH clarmg all the clergy who fhould oppofe it, gviity cf higk 

fuhlljhed treafon. This wj» in particular levelkd at the clergy of tke 

h ^^ng duchy, who had all, to a naan, refufed to fubfcribe to tbe 

John. new form of worfhip. He went further, calling them ib- 

vantsof the devil ; he threatened to baniOi them, uniefsthcjr 

retraced their errors^ and fubmiffively aiked pardon for thdr 

difobedience. 

' yOHH never deviated ib much from true politics as in 
this declaration* He treated men of fpirit witk too oittch 
haughtiaefs, and prefcribed with a defpotifm he erer iiad 
reafon to repent, to the coofciences of men born to freedom, 
and Who had but lately abjured the flavifli doctrines of tfa« 
church of Rome, The clergy of the duchy immediately 
wrote to duke Charles^ defiring to know if they might via- 
A* D. dicate their condudt in a public manner ; and told him, 
^5^9' they were ready to anfwer the king's acculation^ befote 
theflates, fenate, and throne. The duke's anfwer was fa- 
vourable ; upon which they refuted, in public writings, all 
the calumnfts laid to their charge } refufed again, with mon^ 
folemnity, their aflent to the new liturgy \ appealed to the 
fcripture, the confeffion of Augjbwrg^ and the catechiim of 
Luther for the truth of their doSrine, and pra)red his majefty, 
to revoke the fevere and unjuft fentence pafled upon a bboy 
of men, equally loyal in their politicks, and confcientious 
in their religion, nowever, their remonfttances ierved on* 
)y to increafe the king's indignation. He refolved to recall 
bis fon Sigifmund to his affiflance in fo difficult a conjunduie, 
and deeply regretted that he fhould have parted with his on- 
ly fon, to make way for the intrigues and cabals of his bro- 
ther the duke. The conduct of the clergy, and the harif 
condicfons ilnpofed on Sigifmund by the fenate^ tbe king 
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chared wholly on duke Cbarlts ; and thus ^e ruj^ture j>C* 
tvi^een the two brothers grew every day wider ^ 

Tflis year the truce between SwiJ£» and Ruffh expired } The truce 
upon which yehn aflTembled the ftates, to deliberate wtiether w/VAMaf- 
hc ousht t9 renew k. The csar refufed to conclude per- ^^^ ^- 

!)etuar peace on any other terms, than bis msjefty's re-/''*''* 
lining the province he had conquered ^ and the ftates offer*' 
ed to afford his majefty the means of recommencing thewar^ . 
if he thought it advifable. On the other hand, as civil 
difi^nfions daily increafed, the king thought it neceflary to 
provide againft confequences. Hefent a meflage to his fon^ Intri^ius 
defiritig an interview with him at Revd, He had only, he <zi^V^ re^ 
laid, to defire him to come to that city, from whence he might /p^^ ^o* 
eafily pafs to Sweden^ and never more tp return to Pokindy l*nd, W 
the pofleffion of which crown, he feared, would deprive him { ^^^i' 
%>f that of Sweden. Sigifinund followed his father's jadvice i '"'f^'f'!^ 
the two kings met at Kevelj fpcnt a month there together ^^aJi" 
in that city, and then Sigifmund acquainted the Poles of his ^ 
intention of making a vifit to his native country. The 
Poks were diflatisfied ; they recollefied the affront given 
them by the abrupt departure of Hemy de ValoUy and pofr* 
lively oppofed the king's refolution. King John^ in order 
to (atisfy them, gave the mod: folemn alTurances, that the 
whole deiign of the journey was to iecure his fucceffion, by 
going through the ceremony of the coronation \ but the 
PMes lyould by no means confent, until he had fblemnly 
fwore he would return within a limited time ^. 

With refpe<^ to the Bwedijh fenate, they requefled that 
his majefty^ would defer the king of Poland's tttaxxitx^t, 
more feafonable opportunity. They promifed, that as fooii 
as they found a perfon who would acc^ of the drown of 
"Poland^ they would fend an ambafly to folicit Sigifimmd*s re* 
turn, to affift in his majefty's counfels, and comfort his old 
age. They reprefented, that if his majefty infured his rec- 
tum in the manner propofed, it could not fail of iocenfing 
the PoUs^ obliging them,; perhaps, to chufe the csar of 
Mufcovy for their king, or at leaft of forming an allianct 
with that prince, highly prejudicial to Swedeuj 'in the pre^ 
fent fkate of the kingdom, loaded with debts» rent with civil 
difTenfions, threatened by Denmarki and now on the eve of 
a war with Ri^/fta. They proved to a demonftration, the in* 
conveniences which would attend this meafure ; but peff>» 
oeiving their arguments made no impreffion on hjs majefty^ 
they fo incenfed the officers of the army ^ainft the kiiig^ 

< Pv^^VND. torn. ii. ^ LoccBQ«« lib. vii. 

that 
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that tbey went in a body> and threw down their commiffibhl 
before the palace, prdtefting they would never take up arroi 
in his fervice if he recalled the prince, at a tibie fo critical 
and dangerous to the ftate. 

An incurfion which the Ttiriars made into Poland^ the 
preifing inftances of his fubjeds that Sigifmund would return 
to the defence of the kingdom, the refollite condtkd of the 
SweJiJh fenate, and in particular, this laft ad of the officer^ 
of the army, obliged the two kings to lay afide their fchemes, 
^ ILA '^^^ ^^^^ * '^^ fercwel. One circumftance, in particular,' 
^V'^ compelled king John to return with the utmoft e3t{fedition 
' f ^ * to Stveden. He received letters from HogenchiU Bielkey ap-* 
^"^^*'' pointed regent during his abfeiice, that duke Charles had 
broke out into open rebellion ; but finding on his arrival af 
Siociholm, that this was only a feint to recall him, he pour- 
ed out his vengeance upon Bielkcy and accufed him and 
other fenators of high treafon. They had <:onfpired, he 
iaid, againft the royal family, and with thstt view advifed 
his fending prince Sigifmund to Poland, They had foment- 
ed divifioiis between him and the duke, in hopes of difap- 
pointing Sigifmund of the fucceffion, after the two brothers 
had weakened themfelves by civil wars. Fully perfuaded of 
the juftice of thefe fentiments, his majefty recalled the dtike^ 
invited him to Stockholm^ and after being perfe^y fecotf- 
ciled, intruded him with a fhare of the government ^. 
A. p. By the duke's advice the king aflcmbled^he ftates, to dc-s 
^ 59^* liberate on thepuniihment to be infli6led on the accufed loirds^ 
and the meafures to be taken with rdpe£): to RuJJia. The czar 
had dFered to purchafe all the conquefts made by Sweden iit 
Livonia I but finding that, notwithftanding the truce had 
been prdlonged for three months, the Swedijb army continued 
their ravages, he raifed a powerful army to oppofe them,- 
and marched at the head of one hundred thoufand men to 
Narva. . With refped to this laft affair nothing could be 
determined in the aflembly; but the accufed. lords were 
firipped of all their preferments, and rendered incapable of 
ferving the king in any public employment. On this occa- 
fion his majefty likewife revoked the edi£t pafled againft 
duke Charlesy under pretence that it was fuggefted by the 
fenate, in order to few difienfion between him and his bio- 
• ther. He continued him in the government of all Swedaii 
and palled an ad, confirming the fucceilion in the male linej 
V'^^^-^v^ whereby Charles (hould fucceed to the crown, in cafe Sigifi 
£^'^^ " " mund died without male iffue. Juft as the aficmbly was on 

* Idem., ibid* ^ 
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dhe poifit of breaking up, the hews arrived of the (iirretMlef . 

of ail the Swedijh fortrefles in Ingirmaniai Joh/H refolved to 

recover them by force of armS) and for this purpofe hired li 

body of GtrmanSi who all deferted a few weeks after, for 

vrant of their pay^ Thus duke CbarUs^ who entered the 

province* tt the head of thefe auxiliaries, was forced to re^ 

turn without retaking a fingle town. About the fame time 

'the Ruffians invefted Narva^ and battered it with great fury* 

'The Swidijh garrifon behaved with the utmoft gallantry ; but 

their numbers daily decreafing, Ihm the governor entered 

iiito an agreement with the enemy, whereby he furrendefed 

into their hands Ivanagorod and Corpmgj on condition that 

they raifed the fiege of Narva. Thus it was that the Ruf* 

Jians came into pof^ffion of the Siwedijh fortrefles in Ingtff^ 

mania. The fenate was incenfed at the lofs, at the difap- 

-pointment of duke Charkiy and the condud of Banier, who 

commanded the Swedijh army, and of Horn^ governor of 

Narva. Bonier was accufed of affording no affiftance to Cenaift 

Narvaj and making no attempts to relieve the garrifon j and Swedifli 

Horn was blamed for furrendering two cities to the ^'^'^^ 

'enemy before he had confulted the fenate, and was himfelf ^^^^t* 

reduced to the laft extremity. Eric Sture was alfo accufed^ 

of having promifed the province of Efthonia to the Poles^ on 

, condition they would ele6t prince Sigifinund: and thefe three 

lords gave in fuch anfwers to their accufation, as prevented 

their being either 'Condemned or acquitted, duke Charles 

countenanced them all that was poffible, king Sigifinund in<- 

terceded for them, and the king, at laft, confented they fhould 

he releafed ; but he was taken off by a fudden death, before 

the a£): for their enlargement was pafied (A). 

Thb king's death was fudden : he was ftited with a i^. 
di(brder in his bowels, a few hours before, and feH a vidim i^i^fj 
to the ignorance of the phyfidians and apothecaries round ^tatbaud 
hina.; for at that time, philofophy and phyfic were but litde charaiietp 

(A) We fhould mention wit^- risge iti^kt poffiUy dilute tlie 

in the traniadions of this year^ fiiccefiion with the children of 

previous to the king^s deaths the Sigifinund. The young king tii 

marriage of duke Charles with PoUpd had paid lus addrefies to 

Chrifiinat daughter to the duke this princefs» and omde her con- 

tS Holfiein. The alliance was liderable prefents} but the 

by no means agreeable to king lady preferred duke Charles, 

'ohfiy both on account of his Upon this Sigifmund efpoufed 



s 



Other's having promifed not .Ann^ daughter to the arthduke 
to marry, and iwcaufe h^ feared' of Jiiflria, Ldccen, ibid, Puffend., 
lead the children of this mar-? ?£/V. , . 

Mod. Hist. Voj.. XXXIH; • t ' under- 
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underftood in Sweden. John died efteetned, but not nMch ^ 
beloved by his fubjeds. The obftlnacy of his temper made 
him perfevere in meafures which he knew were wroog; 
yet would he yield every thing to the opinion of his quecD. 
Had his majelty lived, his fuperftitious -^nd imprudent adhe* 
rence tothe abiurd fcheme of religious reformation, wouU 
have involved him in difputes with his fubje£ls, which might 
have terminated^ fatally to both ; happily, for his glarj 
and peace, death prevented an open rupture. That he per- 
mitted prince Sigijmund to be educated in the principles of th« 
church of R^me ; that he obliged him tooifFer himfelf a can* 
didate for the crown of Poland i that he fufFered him to ac« 
cept the crown upon terms injurious to Sweden i and tlise 
he would afterwards prevail on the prince to afFront the ?»•. 
\ t UJh nation, by abdicating the crown, and making his A 
cape by flight, will always be looked upon as blots in kia| 
yohn\ adminiflration *. 
His death poR two days the king's death was kept concealed, Id 
conceaUdt furnifh thofe about him with an opportunity of pillaging 
^*^dthe ^jjg treafury ; the reproach of which fell chiefly on the quectir 
*^^f^y Even duke Charles^ then at his feat at Tellie^ was not mad* 
piun re . acquainted with an event fo important. to the kingdom. Be- 
. fore his arrival at court, every thing was plundered, the 

wardrobe quite defpoiled ; nor could all the diligence of the 
duke recover the lofles. Cbarles highly blamed the feoate 
for their condud, and infinuated, that they had conceaJ^l 
Duie *^^ king's death from him, only to make a prey of the pub- 
Charles ^^^ money« He began his adminiftration as regent, witbre^ 
taies the leailng the imprrfoned lords, and granting a general amnefty; 
admini' ^ be took an exafi: inventory of allthe king's remaining effedi, 
firation and having put the public affairs on the heft footing poffibl«i 
until the he acquainted king Sigijmund with his father's death, defirel 
firri^al of he would return with all poffible expedition, and promifei 
Sigifmund to govern yvith the utmoflt fidelity, until he fliould arriveto 
to diredl the reins with his own hands. At the fame t\m 
that he wa& (hewing \m obedience to Sigifmtmd as king of 
Sweden^ he did not forget that he was kins of Poland, i^ 
which capacity he might be induced to oblige that nation st 
the ex^tniX'oi Sweden. To prevent his ceding Ejihonhy he 
wrote to the governors, that (bould they receive ordert from 
the king to open their gates to the Poles^ they wefe upon no 
account to obey commands fo prejudicial to their country; 
but that he might not feem to a£t clandeftinely, he made 
Sigifmund acquainted with hi$ proceedings. Howeveif 

^ Lo«csN. Ub^vii^ Puff end., torn. ii. 

count 
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count Asfd Lewerihav^i regarded this a£lion of the Diftur" 
duke's as a fignal of his intentions to afpire at the crown, hances in 
tookoccafion to adcQoaifh the Wejl Go^landers xo ttmzmJ^^ ^ing- 
fieady in their allegiance to Sigijmund^ and laboured to ^^^^ 
alienate their afiefiions from the duke. He proceeded in 
the iatne manner in Finland^ and obliged Charles to threaten' 
puiiifliing him, as a difturber of the public tranquillity, 
if he did not immediately repair to Stockholm^ to make the* 
proper fubmiilions. But the count, not caring to put him-^ 
felf in the duke*s power, fled to the king to Poland^ and re-* 
turned with a letter of proteSion from niMnajefty. As the 
duke now apprehended that the king might create the i 
count .governor of Finland and Weji Gothland^ he wrote to 
the principal inhabitants not to acknowledge his com*\ 
miiSion, in cafe he were appointed to that governmenti 
Oluf Seenboeky in like manner, .fled for the king's pro-^ 
te&ion, and obtained it. He had endeavoured to infufe i 

fufpicions into his majefty's mind, and to excite jealoufies 
of the duke's ambition. The duke fummoned him to' 
anfwer his conduct in a public trial ; he refufed ; and from 
hence we may date the firft appearance of the trouble that 
foon broke out. 

.. After the regent had performed the funeral obfequiei 
of /his late majeny^ he entered upon a treaty with the fe- 
nate, whereby, on account of prince JohrC% minority, he 
was declared the mofi: ancient of the royal line(B), and 
in that quality acknowledged regent in the king's abfencel 
Xhe fenate prom i fed obedience, and to afllift him in every 
undertaking for the glory of God, the protection of thd 
eftablifhed reformed religion, the prefervation of the rights 
and. privileges of the nation, but withotit prejudice to the 
aUegiance iworn to king Sigifmund. On the other hand, the 
ouk^ gave the ftrongeft aifurances, that he would enter 
upon nothing of importance, without their advice and con- . p. 
fent. An agreement to this purpofe was figried and fealed, ^* 
after which, in conjundion, they convoked the ftates, to ^593* 
deliberate by what means they could entirely put an end to 
the fcheme of introducing a new liturgy, and ftpp tht 
growth of popery. This they believed was ahfolutcly ne- - 
ceilary before Sigi/muruPS'^^ttivdlj who, as heen^br^ccd this 
Romijh religion, would probably endeavour to reflorfe it. A 
convocation oif the clergy was likewife ^fletnbled, acid a A 

(B) This prinoe was the fon father's death, and at iKm time • 
of king John by his fecoi]4 but a few months old* 
quees, bom not long before his 

Pa arch* 
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archbi&op, fmcerely attached to the proteftant leligioir^ 

eleded. His majeity, being acquainted with thefe tran- 

fa£lions, fent over letters, filled with promjfes that he would 

preferve the people in all their rights, and fufFer no one to be 

Qpprefled for the lake of confcience ; in a word, that h^ 

would introduce a fecond golden age* He enjoined them to 

obey the duke in whatever refpeAed' his tnajefty's and tbe 

people's Lntereft ; but being informed by the duke's enemies 

of the letters he fent to Finland and fVefi Gothland^ he dit 

patched certain Swedtjh lords, attached to him, totakedte 

command of the fortreiTes in Sweden and Eflhmia ; at tke 

iatne time he fent John Sparre, to eXaA an oath of fidelity 

from the Finlanders. Thefe orders were the fparks wWch 

foon lighted up the torch of difcord, and enflamed the wiiok 

kingdom •*. 

Sigif- The diet of Poland being met, Sigifmund obtained ka7«^ 

munioi' without much difficulty, to return to £u;^/£?;i ; butbncos- 

iMJts dition that he ftaid no longer than was neceflfary to regulate 

leave of jhe affairs of the kingdpm, and that he would afterwardls fix 

/^^Polifh his conftant refidence in Poland. This laft article prowd 

diet to re- highly difpleafing to duktCharleSy and is faid tohaveftf-j 

Sweckfl ^^^^^ ^^^ ^*^ ^^^ fi^ft thoughts of afpiring at the crown. 

Tburon BieUe was fent to Poland^ with orders to obtain 

from the king, in writing, a full and explicit confirmation 

of the privileges of the ftate, and (ecurity of the proteftant 

religion; he had likewife diredlions to advife the king ft) 

bring with bim as flender a retinue as poi&ble, on acdSunt 

of the miferable ftate of the Swedijh finances. SeaeU" 

Suercberfon likewife prefented to his majefty the afls pa 

by the ftatcs and fynod of the clergy, for the fecurity of tl 

jpirivileges and religion ; but the king declared, that, ast 

•were made .without his confent, fo they could not now mi 

, .with his approbation ; an anfwer that gave great offence 

^ the ftatcs and clergy. However, he faid he was dctermini 

*. . . ' to zSt agreeable to what was rec[uired in thofe a£b, alth( 

pc would ratify nothing pafled, from a diffidence in his con^ 
AxmEL He gave notice to the fenate of his intention to 
He arri'oei'&^ his voyage on a certain day ; upon which a fleet ar 
fVfSwcdcn,i^"™''^*^^^^'^s.were fent to/eceive him at Dant%uk. On ' 
km foon ^oth of &j^/^/«^^ he arrived ia Sweden^ and was met by 
excites /^uke and the fenate. All ranks of people were de%bt 
great dif with feeing their king ; hut ! it threw a confiderabledaffl| 
turbanceu ^cr jlfreir joy, that 5iey fiiw him accQDjpaaicd. by 

* <•« , , 

^ LoccEN. lib. vH. 
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jl^NRii i6e po^^s nuneia^ to whotn he pxefeated 30»ooa du- 
cats, to defray the expences of his journey to Sweden. 'S," 

Among the iirft ads of his reign he betrayed his affedlion 
for the religion in whiqh he had been bred, by infifting 
warmly, that one church for papifts fliould be permitted in 
CKTenr town and city ; by annulling the decrees of the fynod 
of I^^/W, difputing the ele<Slion of the prefent archbifhop^ 
tnider pretence that he was an enemy to the l^te king, and - 
chofisn without his confent ; and laftly, by refufing to be 
crowned by a proteftant bifliop, and infifting that ceremony 
ihould be performed by the pope's nuncio. The ftates and 
ibnate violently oppofed the king's refolution, and the con?- 
•vocation of the clergy fent to entreat his majefiy to deflft 
ftotm 3 defign that would prove fatal to the tranquillity of 
the ftate; but he was deaf to their entreaties. The clerg](, 
jboowing they would be protefted by duke Charles, began to 
jdedaim againft Sigifmund and bis council from the pulpit^ 
•and Suercherfin helped to blow the coal of diflenfion, by re- 
vealing in the confiftory all that pafled in the palace. On 
tte other fide, the jefuits and popifli clergy, about courtj^ 
-declaimed anii preached ajgainft the proteftants, which pro- 
;ilaced no 'other tSt&. than to enflame the; nation againft his 
JEiugefty. 

• AfAin^T diefe altercations ibme a£ls of violence occurred, ^he fiurt§ 
-When any of the Polt$ died, the proteftants allowed they tf*^e ci^ 
fliould be buried in the church of Ridderjholm, a privilege 'vildi<vi* . 
•that was denied the Swedes in Poland ; but the pqpifh clergy, /^*^* 
mot (atisfied with this indulgence, demanded the ufe of the 
ifKdpit, to pronounce the funeral orations of the deceafed. 
rWhen this was refufed, they endeavoured to extort it by 
'ibrce. At a certain burial they appeared in arms, feiz« 
red tthc pulpit, and wounded fome perfons who oppofed 
'them. This occafioned fuch tumults and riots among 
-the populace, that the king was forced to reprehend 
;fhe papiib for proceedings equally illegal and ungrate-> 
fid, confidering the little indulgence fhewn to the protef-^ 
tants in Poland^ and the civilities afforded to the natives of 
that kingdom in Sweden. In vain, however, did the nobility 
exhort him to execute more fevere juftice on the criminals } 
.tht9 he refufed, under pretence that all the churches had 
'been built and adorned by the papifts, who had confequently 
a. right in them. In vain did the ftates remonftrate to the 
£itne purpofe, and requefl that he would give ample fecurity 
for the fafety of the proteftant religion, before his corona- 
tion ; the king declined their entreaties, and put them oiF 
with general imorances. Hence his coronation wa9 a long 

P 3 time 
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A- D. time deferred, while the king liftened every dajr with isdle 
jrg4. attention to the counfels of his Polijb miniftcrs, wbo flat- 
tered him, by infinuattng, that he was above the laws, aad 
born to govern without contrbul ^, 

All this time duke Charles kept aloof, expeding the ifloe 
of thefe diffenfions ; but as the ftates were wdl allured of 
*Jiis fentiments, it infpired them with courage and relbliftioA 
in oppofingthe king. Every one perceived that this yoiniB 
•monarch was plunging headlong into deftrudion ; ycf had 
S10 one the honefty, prudence, or courage, to warn him of 
his danger, and dire^ him better, except Livin de Balm^ t 
page, who prefented fevera) fenfible and loyal fnemorials, 
which were difregarded and thrown afide. About the be- 
ginning* of the next year the ftates fent deputies to duke 
Charles at Grtpjholm^ praying him to ufe all his influeoct 
with the king, to prevail on him fo grant their juft and rca- 
ibnable requefts, and to come in perfon to Upjaly to affift at 
the diet, and their endeavours to promote the peace and fe- 
licity of the kingdom. Charles was fenfible that nothi^ 
could be expefted from gentle remedies ; however, he dil 
not care to refufe a requeft made by the ftates. He couti- 
felled the king, by letters, to grant the entreaties of bis 
faithful fubje(5ls, and in particular to fecure their religimi, 
without which it was td be feared they would come to ex- 
tremities. The king anfwered his letter in very polite 
terms ; he exhorted him to {tand up in defence • of his ne- 
phew and the royal family, and not liften to the falfe accn- 
fations, the complaining and murmuring of a turbulent and 
'sfpiringfaftion; but the duke's reply was by no meaas 
agreeable to his wifhes. His advice came now accompanied 
by menaces ; and the king, hearing that he was aflembliog 
troops, was refolved to go to Upfal at the head of a ftrong 
corps. From this, however. Bonier difluaded him, .by le- 
prefenting that fo numerous a retinue could not find fubfif- 
tence in the city. The king went only with his ufual guard, 
and next day the duke arrived with a few attendants, but 
left orders for his troops to follow with the utmoft fecrecy 
and expedition. 

The ftates now pufhed their pretentions with great 
warmth ; and the nobility prefented ftrong remonftranccs, 
which regarded their own peculiar privileges. Sigifnami 
promised to give them fatisfadion upon certain conditions. 
He demanded that both the ftates and nobility (hould impli- 
citly rely on his pleafure, and be direded by his will s and 

* LoceiH. ibid. Puffbhd. ton. ii. 
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tl&at, if for the prefent they would not tolerate the Romtjh 
religion, they ihould atleaft protnife to fufFer it to. be 
preached, conjointly with the Ltdheran^ as foon as they were 
better inftru£led in the principles of that faith. But the 
ftates would hearken to ao conditions that tended to abolifli 
Cbe eftabliflied form of worlhip, and introduce innovation ; 
and the king perilled in requiring thofe conceffions, before 
lie granted any favours. Upon this the ftates began to de- 
liberate whether they fliould acknowledge his. fovereignty. ' 
^any were^ immediately for oiFering the crown to duke 
Charles^ and in ca^ of his refufal, placing it on^ the head of 
the infant duke John ; but duke Charles and the fenate re* 
je^d this opinion. The former charged himfelf with the 
MDportant bufinefs of prevailing on the king to give fatisfac- 
tion to the ftates ; and went with this view to the palace* 
wrhere the high words between him and the king muft have 
eaded in blows, had they not been parted by fome of the 
nobility. This, however^ made fuch an impreffion on the 
king, that he was perfeSiy reconciled to the duke, before 
the departure of the latter. He promifed all that was re- 
^^ired ; but as he had no intention to perform his promifes^ 
it was nut poffible their agreement could be of long du« 
xation. . 

. As ibon as the duke perceived the king's real intentions^ 

he entered upon a treaty with the ftates for the prefervation 

of their rights and the fecurity of reli&;ion ; after which he 

reviewed the troops and militia at UpjaL Be&des, the fenate 

defired an interview with the Polijh lords about his majefty ; 

and to them they complained fo pathetically of the king's 

ofaAinate temper, of the abfurdity of his defigns, and the 

fatal confequences of his perfeverance, that the foreigners 

unanimoufly refolved to enter into their meafures, and ufe 

every expedient to prevail on his majefty to grant their juft 

. requefts. To fucceed the better, they told the king, that 

promifes extorted by force were not obligatory ; he might 

therefore revoke them as foon as he found himfelf in 

a condition to fupport his defign by force. Perfuaded of 

this truth, Sigifmund granted every thing required ; but fti^ 

pulated that he (hould have the free exercife of the Ramtfif 

religion., which might likewife be publickly preached in nt« 

own chapel ^. 

While matters were thus happily compi*omifed, 'to.ThecMI 
outward appearance, the king had formed the bafe defign dimiftons 
of murdering duke Charles at the Itatian comedy, aded ^tftmingly 

^ LoccBN.Iib. vii; • " 
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Dight after, hiar corooatton ; but the duk^ havirig kiti^atMli 
of the plot, efiraped* The difappointment irritated die 
king fo much, that, without reflecting on his own powcrt, 
he reiblved to ufe force to accomplifii his defigns. His 
icheme was to introduce a Polijb army, and he accordiogij 
gave orders for the march of the troops. Relying upon tkir 
ipeedy arrhral, he broke through all his engagements to (be 
ftates, and began building iZaffvi^ churches in divers parts sf 
the kingdom. 

In the mean time the ftates-met again tt Btockhobn^ to de- 
liberate on a prc^r form of government in the king's ab- 
fence,! as he now talked of going to Poland i and thepn- 
fengation of the truce with Ruffia. The bad underftanding 
between them and the king made ti^fe points of great difr 
Golty and importance^ The Pities round his majefiy's per* 
ion adviied him to leave the kingdom in its^then prefentdifo 
order, and renew the war in RuJJia^ to prevent xheSwek^ 
encumbered with a powerful foreign enemy, from dividing 
into faAions, and taking meafures againft his governmest. 
{n this fituation of affairs the P^lijh army arrsved'oo tke 
frontiers, dire£ling their march ftrait to the capital* ;Ho#- 
ever, a& the force was not confiderabie. enough torundertite 
any enterpjife of importance, the ftates fecmed bwt little 
alarmed^ The Polesj perceiving^ mar attempts to reitfi theffi) 
grew more daring ; they pillaged, plundered, and laid wsts 
all before them, as if they had penetrated into an ennfiy'i 
country. Complaints being made by the proteftantckfiJf 
to the (enate, no other reply was made, than to abftain (rooi 
thofe bitter reproaches and inve£lives which had incenfed tbe 
catholicks, until the king^s departure, when they fhoold be 
at liberty to ad with more freedom. At length this period 
arrived 5 the king fet fail for Dantziii, leaving the adiai* 
niftration in the hands of duke Charles^ and the citadel of 
Stockholm under the command of Brie Brahf^ nocwithftaiid- 
ing the remonftrances made by the fenate agaii^ placing I 
papift in a truj} fo important. 

The fenate gave immediate notice of the king's departiut 
to duke Charles., They acquainted him with the king's in* 
tention that he ihould dire6t public afFatrs during his fib- 
fence ; they fet.forth the confufion in the government, and 
the neceffity of an able head and fteady hand to regulate tbe 
helm of ftate ; they promifed to lend him all poffible affit 
tance, and concluded with requefting^ that he would im- 
mediately take upon him the adminiftration. The dukepo^ 
litely declined a burthen too great for his ftrength ; the truth 
id^ there were certain refiriAions impofed by the HHh 



^^urtiicfr ^rere JUagfctaUe to him. ^ Upon thtV dleTenftte'tfrr^^ 
vocedU tbat the form of government pre&ribed by his tnsi-^o/hij uncle 
jefiy* to be obferved during his abfenqe, and the limitations Charles 
of the regent's authority, were dire^y oppefite to the oath ^^ ^^^ 
he had tdceni of governing by the advice of duke Char Us *^^^* 
j»d. d»e jenate. They alfo refolved, that every article of 
tl» late treaty with the king fhould be rigidly executed, and* 
^ confequence the popifli religion aboliflied. Stockholm firft' 
led the way in enforcing the decrees of the fenate. Here the 
burghers abfi>lutely refufedto acknowledge the governor's au- 
thority, or regard his commiffion, becaufe he profefled the Ro^ . 
mi/h religion. They forbid, under fevere penalties, the ex« 
Qfcifeof that worfhip, within die jurifdi&ion of the city axid 
ftftbsurbs $ while duke Charles was at the fame time careffing 
l3ie proteftant clergy (A). 

At the afleoably of the flates at Sunderkopingy the public 
border began to break out with j^reater violence. The fe^ 
nate and duke had apprifed the king of theneceffity of con- ^ 

voking the ftates ; but receiving no anA^rer, writs were iflued 
out for this purpofe, without his confent* After voting that 
their meeting was neceflary to the welfare of the kingdom, 
and conformable to the conftitution^ to ancient cuftom, and 
to .their late engagements with the king, the ftates'pro- 
Ci^edcd to the buiinefs of religion, refolving, that no other 
mode of . worlhip (hould be tolerated, except that f>rafeired 
by the confeffion of Jugsburgb -y xhBX- no natives of a diffe- 
Mitt religion Oiould be capable of holding pofts and prefer- 
meiitS:; that all J^/nf^j^-priefts (hould quit the country in the 
ipace of fix weeks ; that all children ihould be educated Sn- 
t^e proteftant religion ; that children nurtured in different 
principles, whether born in or out of the kingdom, fhould 
be rendered incapable of inheriting; but that with refpeft' 
to thofe who had profefled the Romtjh faith before the ac- ' 
ceftoajof SigifmNnd^ they fliould be allowed to remain in 
the kingdom, but without exercifing their religion, or hold- 
ing preferments under the government. It was further re^ 
folvedy that the duke ibould be made governor of Sweden, 

. (A) We may obferve, that as ibvercign, though he had de-' 

fooa after^the king's departure, dined the regency. It is fiiid„ 

W^ born the renowned Qufia^ that the nativity of the young: 

<i/N/ Jdolfhusi fon of duke prince was caft by the famous 

Charks; which afforded the aftronomer Tiche Brahct who^ 

higheft fatisfadtion to the Svie- declared he would one day 

- difi nadon» as thereby the fuc- afcend the throne, lioccgn, liii, 

ceffiott was ftrengthenled, and vii. /. 420. 
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upon fucb terms as he 'thought equitable; that no uppeals 
fhould be made to the king, during his refidence in P$Umi\ 
that no eA\(h or ordinances fent by his majefty from Poland^ 
ihould be valid before they were approved by- the duke and 
thefenate; chat all vacancies ihould be filled up by the 
4uke and fenate jointly ; that the king fhould have power 
to turn no perfon out of his pilace, before the a^ir was ap- 
proved by the duke and fepate. To take away all fufpcioa 
of their having rebelled againft the king, the ftates again re* 
newed their profeffions of fidelity, in confidence that his ma- 
jefty would reft fatisfied with their aflurances and verbal 
promifes of loyalty. Then they obliged this refolution to 
be fubfcribed by all men, under pain of being treated is 
traito'rs to their country, and difturbers of the puUic tran- 
quillity. Many of the nobility accordingly figned it, tbo' 
they avoided being prefent at the vote, from an apprebenfion 
of incurring his majefty's difpleafure. By the duke's ordc^ 
it was publi(hed in Lattn, Swedijhy arid Germanj with intea- 
tion that the whqle world ihould be acquainted with the 
equity of the proceedings of the diet. 
. It was not long before all thefe fpirited ref(dutions were 
put in execution. Firft, the Romijh clergy were baniihed, 
and kindly received by Nicholas F/emming, mvemor of Fifh 
land, promoted by the king to the dignity of veidt ourechal, 
in reward of his fervices on this occafion. He likewife gave 
bim the comnland of the forces that had ferved againft the 
SuJpanSf whom ,he ordered to be quartered upon ehepet- 
fants. This ' produced great diforders. The foldiers be- 
haved with all thelicentioufnefs of troops, who imagined 
themfelves neceflary to the foyereign, and proteAed by him; 
while the peafants, ruined by their tyranny and pillaging, 
carried their complaints to the duke. Charles took the pel- 
fants under bis proteSion, and made the circuit of the 
kingdom, to fee that the decrees of the ftates were rigo- 
roufly obferved in every province. His majefty was highly 
offended at the expulfion of the clergy, and, to regain the 
aftei^ions of his people, wrote letters to the inhabitants of 
Uplandiay requiring them to pay no duties or taxes, but hj 
an order from him. He exlKirted them to defend the ho- 
nour of their fovereign, to adhere to their loyalty, and to pay 
no obedience to the duke ; adding, that he hoped fbon to 
reward in perfon their zeal and fidelity. As he inherited the 
wealthy treafury of the princefs j/nne his aunt, he determined 
to enter immediately upon coercive meafures, and to reduce 
the power and infolence of the diike and fenate. 

DURINC 
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V During thefe tratifeftions the duke was taktrig the ne- A. D. 
/Ccflary ftcps iot rcftraining the infolence of the foidiers 1596. 
.in Finland^ and xtAMCing FUmmingy as well as punishing his 
•attachment to the king. The fenate, dreading a civil war» 
• pppofed his defign, and the duke highfy refented their con- 
. <iu£t. He fufpefted them of' holding fecret intelligence with 
the Finlanders \ and this wa$ the iirtt fpring of the difeon- 
•tents that enfued between him and the fenate. However, 
to givis his highnefs fome fatisfadtion, they wrote in a fpi- 
rited manner to FUmming^ and threatened him, if he per- 
fifted to difturb the peace; but Fkmmng difregarded their 
rmenaces, and returned a haughty; infolent anfwery telling 
'them,^ their heads would pay for their difloyalty *. 

About this time ambaiiadors arrived from Poland^ who ^^feb 
bitterly upbraided the fenate for the refolutions taken at Sun- ^^'"''^^« 
-Jerkopingm The fenate endeavoured, to Ibift the blame on ^^^f^^ 
».the duke ; and he accufed the fenate of havipg too much ^"^ ^°^ 
,power; of embezzling the public mon^y ; of fomentihg-'''*^^* 
quarrels between the king and him ; and of an intention of 
ruining both, in order to engrofs the whole authority. He 
added, that as his toil and labour for the ferviceof the ftate v 
was repaid with ingratitude, he wouM lay down his com- 
miflion. None of the fenators attempted to difTuade hitn 
ftom this refolution, and their coldnefs fiili more irritated 
bim, infomiich that he retired to Gripjholm in difguft. However, 
that he might not leave the ftate entirely without a pilot, be 
fcnt Oluf Suercherfin to affift at the conference appointed be- 
tween the Swedes and Ruffians^ about the ceffion of Kexholm. 
This Suercherfin was a cunning, artful perfon, who bal- 
lanced between both fides, and trimmed with fo much ad-^ 
drefs, that while he appeared the moft faithful of the duke's 
fervants, he was betraying his fecrets to the king. To him 
it was owing that the breach between the duke and fenate 
became fo wide, that feveral of the nobility fell oiFfrom his 
.party ; that the archbifhop in particular fided with the fe- 
nate, and was reflored to the king's favour; and that the 
embers of difcord were again raked, and blown up to a ci- 
.vil war in feveral parts of the kingdom. The firft infur- 
re^ion appeared at OJierborn^ where the peafants took 
arms, maflacred the troops quartered upon them, entered 
Carelia^ pillaged all before thenfi, and burnt the villas be- 
longing to Flemming. 

The king was no fooner informed of the quarrel between y^^^'-- 
the duke and fenate, and of the refolution of the former, ^f^jjj 

^ LocCBN. ibid. 
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^ jefty, to endeavour, if poffibfe, to conciliate the king and 
duke; but he declined the commiffioA, and retired «out of 
the leingdom. At length Stgifmund determined to reduce the 
duke by force, and for that purpofe raifed a powerful artny, 
giving orders that it fhould immediately be reinforced with 
the troops in Finland. It is faid the pope liberally fupplied 
him with money upon his mortgaging the province of 
Efthonia to the holy fee. 

Whbn it was known that his majefty proposed entering 
his owiv dominions, the governor of Calmar defifc'ed to know 
The COM' of the duke, in what manner he was to behave, (bould the 
fequences king fummons him to furrender ; to which . his highneb 
•f that anfwered, that if the king figned an inflrument to fecure the 
rupture, rights and privileges of the people, he ihouki then open his 
gates. Laflii^ iHsitPolijh ambaflador, made likewife a de- 
mand, which it required grea^ addrefs and delicacy to ob- 
viate. He told the duke, that his majefiy, required the 
' SweMJh fleet fhould meet him at Dantdcky to convoy him 
to his own dominions ; and to this the duke replied, that 
the king- might depend on the fleet's being employed in die 
fervice of the king and kingdom. The fiates aflembled at 
Wadftena^ forefeeing the danger of being unprovided with 
an army when the king ihould arrive, gave orders for levyr 
ing forces with all expedition, and enjoined the duke t» 
inarch at their head, to meet the king at Calpxary and in- 
form him of the conditions required by his peoplct before hs 
permitted him to pafs further >. 

S IG IS MUND^ in the mean time, met with more 
fuccefs than he could readily exped. His menaces and 
thundering manifeftoes ftruck terror into the troops in Se- 
veral provinces. Some threw down their arms^ others 
wavered in their refolutions, but the greater part deferte4 
the duke, and went ^^^^ ^^ the king. The Finlanders and 
Efthonians^ in particular, pafled with a gr^eat number of fliifs 
to a port not above fix miles from StQckhoImy waiting to be 
joined there by his majefty. This, however, the duke's 
fleet prevented, though contrary winds fruflrated tb^ 
delagn to 6ppofe the king's landing at Calmar. Here the 
king ereSed his ftandard, to which crowds of people from 
. aH the provinces flocked. "Hoftilities immediately com- 
menced, Cabnar was fummoned to furrender, all the Luke's 
domeilicks were feized, and Axel Liwenhaupt, the only fenator 
who remained in the kingdom, was now baniihed by the 
king's command. 

. f LoccBN, lib. viL 
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- STII.L the duke preferved a fpecious outf&de, making u(e 
of the moft gentle and perfuafive language in his letters to 
the king. He admonUhed him to dtfmifs the foreign troops 
about his perfon, intreated that he would not liften to the 
falie and delufive advice of tbofe fenators, who abfented 
themfelves from the bufinefs of the nation, only to excite 
tumults and fedition, exhorted his majefty to aflemble the 
ftate$9 to whom he defired his conduct might be fubrnftted^ 
fince he firft took upon him the government. Meafures fo 
conftitutional might foon heal up all thofe fores, which by 
wrong treatment would certainly fefter, and one day re* 
quire inciiion. As the king j^aid no regard tp his re- 
monftrances, he began with putting Siockholnty and the 
other fortrefles of ^e kingdom, in a ftate of defence. After 
giving the command of the capital to > Charles Carelfon^ he 
retired to Nicoping ; and indeed there was the greateit reafon 
for ftandin g upon his guard, as a prifon was already pro- 
vided for him in Rujjia. Here he forn^d a court, and drew * 
up manifedftoes, which proving inefFe£lual, he advanced to 
&teegeburgby where the king was encamped, demanding, by a 
trumpet, an anfwer to the conditions of reconciliation 
which be propofed. Immediately the royal army flew to 
arms. A detachment attacked the duke's rear, while the 
main body charged him in front. The duke's army per-' 
ceiving themfelves hemmed round, began to afk for quarter ' 
after a (hort refiftance; when the king reflecting that he was 
ihedding the blood of his own fubjeds, ordered a retreat to 
be founded juft as vi&ory was. hovering on his ftandards. A . 
negotiation was fet on foot, and a fufpenfion of arms agreed 
upoh, until the next day. Both fides, however, adhering 
obfiinately to their own opinions, the negotiation come to 
nothing, though feveral German princes offered their medi- 
ation. Skirmiflies then daily pafibd, and at lafl the duke 
furprifed his majeily in his camp at Strangbrooy advancing 
early in the morning under cover of a thick fog, and falling 
on with fuch fucy, that the body-guard was entirely cut in 
pieces, the king's army wholly defeated, and his perfon in 
imminent danger. The duke difplayed great moderation 
after his fuccefs. He folicited with as much earneftnefs that 
matters (hould be accommodated, as if he had been defeated. 
At laft a treaty, was concluded^ through the mediation of 
I certain perfons, who wifhed well to both princes, and fore- 
faw that the' ruin of the country muft be the necefTary con- 
fcquence of their divifions. The duke renewed his oath of A. D. 
allegiance to the king; and his majefly not only promifed to X599* 
forget all that wa;s paft, but granted feveral of the demands 
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to which he before refiifed to lifteli. The trea^ was m 
fooncF figned, then the princes, had a friendly intenriew, 
which raifed expe£):atioas in all nien> that their quarrd ym 
entirely laid aiide, 

,S IG ISMUND having reftored peace to the Idngdon, 

refolved to return to Poland. Whatever appearances sc- 

{ ' ce/Iity obliged him to ,keep. up with duke QhxtUs^ his rc- 

/ fentoient flill declared revenge, and he refolved to retun 

\ with fo numerous an army, as muft entirely crufli all oppo- 

lition. On his arrival in Poland^ he publifhed reports at 

every court in Europe^ vary prejudicial to the duke's reps* 

tation« He accufed him of treafon and rebellion^ declared 

his refolution of breaking a treaty impofed upon him tf 

force, and threatened to reduce the Swedes j by dinttif 

I arms, to their duty. As to the duke, his condu^ affbnW 

k fufpicions tha^ he had no intention to keep the treaty, which 

\ . he had patched up for a particular purpofe. On his arriril 

at Stockhobny he ordered fome of the king*^ adherents to be 

arreft^dj» particularly the governor of the citadel ; he con- 

fifcated theii^^eftates, changed feveral of the fenatorsj and 

.committed other violences, which plainly indicated his 6n- 

.timents. He exclaimed bitterly againft the king's kaviif 

theftate, in fuch confufion, his fondnefs for Poland^ the pr^ 

fcff^nce he fliewed the PoUJb nobility, the carrying awajr nth 

I^tlyhis'domefticks, and the reports propagated atf<ffeifp 

courts of bis condu£l:. In a word, he openly declared fif 

refolution to take up as-ms, in defence of his own charafidr 

and the liberties and religion of the people. 

Notwithstanding both parties fecretly refolved to<l^ 
cide their differences by the fword, each endeavoured to 
manifeft by divers writings and publicatioftSy^ their love of 
peace, and wiihes that matters might be amicably adjufied. 
On tl^ firft of February y the ftates met st Jenekfipingy wheoee 
jfiirote.to the king, accufing him of a breach of the late 
y, and a defign of Hirring up the FitJanderi to tumuk 
^ '^itions. Theybefpugfat him^ at the fame time, to 
pay#ii)e regard to his engagements; to quiet the troubloo/ 
the comMm-'wealth ; to put affairs on the fame footing tb^ 
.formerly uObd ; to punifh the guilty according to'the lawsi 
to embArf%e proteftant religion, without whidi be cooU 
never enjoy his crown in- peace, and to rdtder amo|ig ^ 
.faithful fubje£ls- 

Remonstrances made with fo much fpirit ai^ fi^ 
dom could not but incenfe the king j however^ hofiiii^ 
.were firft renewed by the duke, w}k» made faimfelf <n^fj 

of Calmar \>Y ioict^ after hsmng fi^ftflinmoAed the f^^ 
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tftrrifixi to deliver up the fortreft to natives of the country. 
ocne Swid'ijh i^oblemen were put to death upoi\ this occafion ; 
b>it all' foreigners were pardoned, on condition they would 
quietly leave the kingdom. On the (ourteenth of June the 
fiatcs afiennbled at Stockholm refolved to renounce their alle* 
glance to the king, becaiife he had, in repeated inftances^ 
brolce his coronation-oath, infringed upon the confiitution, 
and difregarded the laws. What moftly incenfed them was 
the countenance given to foreigners, and the' defign the king 
ieemed to have formed of reducing Sweden to a province de-*> - 
pendent on Poland. The fecurity of religion^ indeed, was 
the great cry ; but John had made fironger attempts to intro* 
duce^ popery than Sigifmund^ yet did the crown remain un- . 
fbaken on his head to the day of his death. An oiFer of the 
crewn wa^ made to his fon Uladijlausy on exprefs condition 
that in fix months he (hould be brought to Stoc^kholm^ and ' 
there educated in the Lutheran religion. It was alfo ftipu* 
lated, that if this article {hould fail of being ftridly complied 
^ith, then the prince, as Well as his father, flioutd Jofe his 
right, never again to revert to either, or to their defcendants* 
Duke C!6fff/^j- was appointed governor of the kingdom, and, 
the care. of the affairs in Finland committed to him. 

Before the end of the feafon the duke marched with an ' 

army into Finla^d^ the inhabitants of which province ftickkd 
hard for the king, notwithftanding the oppreffion from the 
troops they complained of in the beginning of his reign* 
Sigtfmund had fent powerful fuccours to the Pinlanders ; but 
from a variety of accidents, as well a)i the vigorous meafurea 
of the duke, the king's affairs were every where unfuccefsful* 
Among other places, ff^tburg furrendered to his highnefi; at 
the fiege of which place the duke ihot Oluf Steenboek^ the 
(ame perfon who had fome years before wounded and infulted 
king Ericy a prifoner in his cuftody. 

While duke Charles was thus engaged in Finland, he re- 
ceived advice of a dangerous defign formed by the Jking and 
the regency of LubecL To prevent the effeSs of this com- 
bination, he made advantageous propofals to the regency, 
and concluded an alliance with them; the whole aim of that 
ambitious repqblic being to augment their commerce^ and 
raife their maritime power. He next fecured himfelf on thft 
fide of Pruffioy by forming an alliance with the czar agaihft 
Sigifmund and the republic of Poland^ as the common enemy of 
both nations. Before he left Finland, Narva furrendered ; but 
Aevil and the fortrefles of Livonia declared they would remain 
firm in their fidelity to the king, to whom alone they had 
fwom allegiance, and 0ot to the ^tes of Sweden. 
. Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXIIL , Q,. Aaout 
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A. D. About the beginning of the year the dofee returned to 
f 6oo. Stockholm to attend the diet, afiembled chiefly to try the pri- 
foners made in Finland^ and c^tain partisans of the king's, 
feized by order of his highnefe and the fenate. Accordingly^ 
after a very long and folemn trial, fentence 6f death was pafled 
on Gujidvus and Siiin Baniere^ Eric Spom^ and fhuron Bielkty 
whereby they were to fuflTer death for having torn letters they 
received, ii^ed add fealed by the duke, oat of difrefpeffc to 
the regent of the kingdom ; for having calomniated and pro- 
pagated reports to the prejudice of his repatatibn ; for having 
oppofed the refolutions of the diet at Sunderhping ; and for 
having, contrary to their oath and the duty they ov^ed to their 
country, excited the king to a civil war. They pleaded an 
exception to the Smdifi law by which they were eon- 
demned ; but no excules or palliations would be admitted, 
and they all periflied pn the icaffold, after publicly declaring 
their innocence in harangues pronounced to the fpedators. ' 
Another ad of this diet was not only to exclude Sipf* 
TfHtrtd from the throne, bat likewife the yoang prince Ula£* 
Jhm bccaafe the time prefcribed fpr bis being fcnt to Suck- 
holm was expired. The duke, however, of hils own free wiff, 
prolonged the time to five months longer, probably from t- 
convi<aion that Sigifinond woald never fend his fbn to poftefs a 
crown in prejudice to. his own right. Hejcnew that the 
government would never be intrufted to prince John^ half- 
brother to the king, becaufe the prince, feduced by his ma- 
jcfty, had oppofed all the meafures of the duke and fenace; 
hefidcs, his youth unqualified him ibr holding the reins of 
ftate in times full of trouble and danger : thus the duke was, 
on all hands^ fecure of holding the power, and in a fair' way 
. of being veiled with the fovereigncy, however fpecions a 
oondudi and unambitious a carriage he might aflume. The 
flates, indeed, inverted him with abfolute power, the fituatioit 
of af&irs rendering it necefTary; and in the fpace of five 
months ^er created him fovereign and king of Sweden an* 
Gothland^, fixmg the fucceffionjn his ifTuemale*. Such s 
' the afTertion of a celebrated hiftorian, notwithftanding all 
other writers affirm that Sigifmund was not dethroned in fonir 
before the year 1604;, and confequcntly no fucceffor chofen. 
Be this as it will, Charles certainly enjoyed all the authority 
pf a king, and was complimented and acknowledged as fucll 
by foreign ftates, from the time that Stgifmund and Uladijlam 
were excluded, foon after which prince John folemnly re- 
nounced his right ^. • 

» hoc. L vii. ; <> PopFERD. t. Jl p. 146, & feq. 
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Iti r^ifing bimfelf to the dignity and power of (bvereign^ 
cluke Charles difplayed great addrefs and policy. His public 
condu£l; was open, candid, and moderate ; while he wa$ fe* 
cretly fomenting quarrels between the king and the ftates^ 
' s^nd taking every meafure that could forward his ambition^ 
wittiout (ieftroying bis reputation. At length he brought mat- 
t^rs to fuch a qrifis, that his ele6tion feemed the refult^of rie- 
ceffity, produced by the king's own mal-admi^iftraeion. His 
fervices to the ftate demanded this return; of gratitude : be* 
fides, he was the only furviving fon of th& great Gujiavus^ 
v^hich circumftance ^lone greatly endeared him to the people* 
The ftates, after maturely confidering thefubjed, unanim6ufly 
rcfqlved, that the crown fhould be given to Charles^ his fort 
Guflavus^ and their iflTue male ; but that, in cafe they all died^ 
arid the line was extin<9l, then it (hould revert to prince Johrkf 
ancf his defcendants in the male line. It was further refoived^ . 
tBat all who pppofed this decree (hould be deemed traitors ; 
that the children of thofe perfons condemned by the diet 
(tould be rendered incapable of enjoying pofts and prefer- 
ments; that all ftatJves of Sweden^ ik>w refiding with Sigif-^ A, D. 
mund^ fliOuTd be outlawed, and treated with all the rigour of iSoj^ 
the law,' fiould they ever prefume to return ; tha^all per- 
fons, whether upon bufinefs or pleafure in foreign couur- 
tries, fhould be recalled to take an oath of fidelity to the 
^ king ; and that their refufal and difobedience fhould be pu« 
* niflbed with great feverity. This aflembly of the ftates de- 
creed likewife, that troops fliould be levied for the defence of , 
the kingdom; that duke y-?A» fhould be put in pofleffion <}f 
iP'eJl Goihldhdy the province affigned for his maintenance 
^hen hh refigned his right to the crown ; that when the whole 
roale line royal (hould be extinS, a fovereigii (hould then 
be chofen ,from liit German princes married to the daugh* 
ters oiGuftavus\ that no future king of Sweden (hould marry 
f>ut in a Proteftant femily ; and that, (hould the hereditary 
^nce accept of a foreign crown, he (hould from that inftant 
be difqualified from fucceeding to the throne of Sweden, 

CHAkLES was no fooner feated on the throne than he Charles 
f efolved upon an expedition to Livoniq^ to repel the encroach- IX. raifeJ 
fnents of the Poles^ and retake Wittenftein. His fucceis did *o the 
not anfwer univerfal expectation : on the contrary, he loft ^hro^ of 
three thoufand men, twenty pair of colours, ^nd fix pieces of Sweden, 
Gannon. His abfence» befides, furnifliedking Sigifmund with ^"?-^^'* 
ah opportunity of making an attempt on Finland \ but thel^ /* 
defign was difcovered, and its abettors imprifoned at Stock- ^*^®^^* 
holm* To avenge his loflTes, he fummoned the ftates, and 
|>rocured fupplies for continuing the war in Livonia. Imme- 
' • 0.2 ^ diately 
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diately he bent his march with a feled body of troops for that 
coirn'try ; and was juft preparing to lay fiege to SJga^ when 
advice was received that the enemy were but a few miles dit 
; tant. Upon this he determined to attack them ; for which 
purpofe he marched all night» and came up with the Polifi 
general, after his army was harrafTed and fatigued. This pre- 
cipitation coft him dear. The enemy, fuperior in number, 
' refre(bed with fleep, poiTeflfed of feveral advantageous pofts, 
and indeed of every other advantage, received him fe vigor- 
oufly, that, after a fbarp confiid, the greateft part of the 
Swedijh army was cut o(F, or made prifoners ; and the rout 
became fo general, that his majefty muft have fallen into d^ 
hands of the enemy, had not an officer fupplied him with a 
horfe, on which he efcaped. Covered with Ihame arid grief, 
his majefty arrived at ReveU and after a ihort (lay in that citjr 
pofted to Sweden ; but neither the abfence of Charles^ nor tl^ 
deciifvenefs of the vidory could enable Sigifmund to pm/ue 
the advantage, on account of the difturbances in Poland. 

The king's difgraces in Livonia were foon forgot, upon 
finding himielf in quiet poflEbffion of the kingdom of Sweden* 
Charles thought to make ufe of this opportunity to purge the 
church of feveral remaining popifh ceremonies ; but his de- 
fign was oppofed with fo much heat by the clergy, that he 
was forced to reliiiqtiifti it, after having deprived the univer- 
fity of Upfat of its privileges. He waited for a proper oppor- 
tunity both for accomplifhing this point, and revenging ha 
late difgraces ; and employed hrmfdf in the mean time in le* 
dreffing the grievances introduced during the late troubles. 
A. D. As foon as he perceived Poland torn with fadion, he availed 
1607. ^himfdf of that canjunSure to attack Livonia a third time, 
He again whither he fent count Mansfeldt with an army. This general 
aitacks foon recovered JVittenJlein ; and then dividing his army, kft 
liyonia ^^^ pa^ to carry on the ficge of Derpt^ whfle with the other 
nmtb more j^^ bcfieged Wolmar. The former party was defeated by a 
ttd^van- ^j^jjy fj.^j^ jj^g to'fin \ and the latter, giving up the dcfign on 
^H*' Jj^olmar^ invefted and took Felin ; after which the count 
agreed upon a fufpenfion of arms with tl^e Polijh genera/, 
without confulting the king, or indeed any apparent neceffitf, 
as he was fuperior to the enemy, and ought to have puibed h/s 
conquefts. His majefty, from this confideration, refufcd to 
ratify his agreement, and even fent him pofxtive orders tobr^ak 
it; upon which the count made himfelf matter of DunawxaA 
and Rochenhaufen. This fruftrated the effeds of the negotia- 
tion fet on foQt for a peace, in'confequence of the late fufpen- 
fion of arms* The Poles were fo inccnccd at the lo&of i^*"''' 
5 mad 
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Trnmi and Hochenhaufeh, that they refufed to treat with tbe 
Swedijh commiilaries. They befldes perfifted in Sigifmund*^ 
Tight to the crown of 5zi;/^/;7 ; and openly, declared, in their 
letters to the ftates, that Charles was an ufurper. In a word^ 
the Poles infifted upon reftitution of the above places, as a 
neceiTary preliminary-; and the Sz(;^^i?j refufing their demand, 
and protefting againft the injuftice of their proceedings j re- 
turned home*. 

In the mean time the Swedijh ileet, lying oS Dunamund to 
intercept the commerce of Riga^ fuftained a conliderable lofs 
by the addrefs of the Riga fleet ; the admiral of which found 
means^o fend a firefhipinto the middle of the SwediJbic^^Atonf 
5vhence feveral (hips and their crews periflied« 

Ik the preceding year a revolution happened in Ruffia* 
Ztijki was raifed to the imperial throne upon the murder of 
Demetrius ; and king Charles, in confideration of having Kex- 
holm ceded to him, Tent fome forces to affift the latter prince. 
Sigijmundj oh the other hand, having quieted the civil diilen- 
tions in Peland^ applied his thoughts to rai/ing fome of his 
favourites to the throne of Rujfta^ which he hoped would 
enable him to fucceed eafily in his defigns upon Sweden. But * 
Ung Charles^ to traverfe his fch*emes, and at the fame time 
draw fome confiderable advantage to himfelf, refolved toaflift 
Zuftn more powerfully than before. However, the Mufcovites 
fuijpefting that the intentions of both princes were felfifh, 
Jeized Zujkiy and delivered him up to the Poles. They went 
farther : they made an oiFer of the crown to prince Uiadijkus^ 
who accepted It, on condition he fliould not be obliged to re- 
jide in Ruffia. On this occafion it was that the Poles got 
|>o(Ieffion of the capital, and by their tyranny obliged the 
Ruffians to revolt. This again revived the hopes of his Swe* 
dijh majefty ; but did •not hinder the Poles from gaining feme 
advantages in Finland^ where they took Pimauy by means of 
^ treacherous correfpondence with one Wachen^ a Swede^ for 
"which he was 'puni(hed with the lofs of his head at Stockholm. 
■His majefty exprefled great uneafmefs at this lofs; but the 
rupture with Denmark that enfued prevented his endeavouring 
to renew the war in Livonia ^. 

V For fome years there fublifted difputes between the crowns A. D; 
of Denmark and Sweden about Laponia, Sonnehiirg^ and the 1609. 
Swedijh arms ufurped by the Danijh monarchs. Commif--^ '"*/''*« 
iioners had. frequently been appointed 'to terminate their dif- ^^^nces 
fcrenccs, but without effcS. The Damsy taking advantage ^'''**^'* 
of the troubles in Livonia, pow recoipnjenced hoftilities j ^^^°^» 



• LOC, 1. Vil. ^ PUTFENP. t.ii. 

QL 3 wJiich 



and Den? 
mark. 



"1 

I 

^14 The Hijiofy of Sweden. 

wbich fo alarmed Charfe^y that he affeiobled the fiates i|t 
Stockholm. At t^is diet it was his majefty propofed, that 
young gentlemen, who had nQt directed their (ludies to de 
good of their country, as required by a former decree, ihouU 
lofe their right of inheritance \ but this propofipon w?s re- 
je£led. The fiates likewife refufed granting the nepeilSujf 
fupplies for defending the kingdom againft foreign enemies 
His majefty was fo much aSeSed with their cbndui^^ th^t^ 
was feized the day after, frooi perturbation of mind, wif!? ^ 
apoplexy ; or, as the biographer of Guftavus jtdplphus afieits, 
a hemiplegia, of which be never thoroughly recovered \ 

This refufal determined him to procure pieace on the he^ 
terms poffible ; but Chriftian's demands rofe ip proportioa tt) 
bis Gonceffions. Th^t monarch eyed with jealoufy the pio- 
grefi in commerce which the Swedijh nation oiade, fince i» 
acceflion of Charles : he could not bear to fee his ftibjeds de- 
prived of the trade of Riga^ C^urlandy and Prt^fpa^ anid iiill' 
jeded to the caprice of the Swides ; and he believe^ tbtf.^ 
proper occafion for refuming his former fuperiority, vbf^i 
A. D. Charles was involved in a war with Poland an4 AJufc^% ip 
i6io« dirpute3 with a rival to his crown, and upon yery indifet^t 
terms vyi^h the Qates. Charles remonfirated with the fitou)^ 
temper i. but iinctin^ that his ambailador was infulted^ feve^ 
of hisdomeftics kuled, and others imprifoned^ be wrpte|i 
{harp terms to Chrifti/m^ an4 again aifembled the ftates,io 
hope9 of finding them more compliant than before. }^^S^ 
ibr him, he found the ftates in a difpofitioo to fijpportiu9> 
'a,nd the campaign in Rujpa was very fuccefsful under tl^e o^- 
A\i&. oi John de laGardie, wbo had defeated theP^/ri.iajb- 
vexal battles, demanded K^xhalm of Oxf^ Ruffi^^ anj QO 
their refufal, and * infulting \ijs oieflenger, apd a?nun!ttii|g 
other outrages, he laid fiege to that .place, and took it in 
A. D. the fpring of the year 1611^ From thence he returned to, 
61 !• Mufcovvy where, withou.t any orders from hjs cpurt, be mzj^ 
ilrong intereft to have Charles- Philips fecond ifon of king 
Charles^ elcSed czar, in the room of Vladijlaus of PfiloM* 
Perceiving the Ruffians very fickle in their refolutions, ^ 
feconded his negotiations by a ipirited attack on Newfftrth 
which he took by aflault. After this he reduced the tovfti& 
of Noteburgf Ivanogorodj yama^ zndjCopme i put the Swtr 
dijh affairs upon the beft footing in that country ; but m^ 
little progrefs in the treaty for procuring the imperial digoi? 
for prince CharleS'PMlip. • 

* Harte's Life of Guft. Adolph. t. i. p. 7. 
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The ftates having granted the neceffary fuppKes for conj- 
itig to an open rupture with Denmark^ and oppofing the at- 
tempts of Chrijlian to reduce Calmar and Elfsburg^ to which 
fie laid fiege, previous to any declaration of war ; a herald 
was difpatched to Denmark to declare war, with a long wri- 
ting, fpecifying the injuries fuftatned, and the reafons for com- 
ing to a rupture. Immediately after the young pjince Guf- 
tavus Adolphus was detached with a body of forces towards 
Calmar^ the Icing his father fallowing with the main army. 
When ^eir forces were joined the king offered battle {June ii) 
to the Danes ; but they declined it, chafing to kiep clofe 
ivithin their lines. Next day the .enemy furprifed the Swedijh 
'camp, but were repulfed yvith the lofs of feven hundred men 
and a field officer. Soon afte^ the prince Adolphus attacked 
and took Chrtftianjiadt^ a ftrong fortr^fe where the Danes 
kept lafge magazines of warlike ftores and provifions (A). . 
Caimar however furrendered to the enemy, rather from want 
of conduS and courage in Chrijiopher Soma^ the governor, 
• than on account of any extraordinary efforts inade by the 
DaneSi or any kind of neceffity within the garrifon. Some 
writers indeed affirm, thztSoma was corrupted, having fojd 
the fortrefs committted to his care for the territory of KoU 
fiorp^ fituatcd between Lvbeck zvA Segeherg^ '^\iv^ he rc- 
;Ceived as an equivalent for the lofs of honour and reputation. 

After the furrender 0^ Calmar^ xh^ Danes attacked the 
iflands of Oeland and Borkholm^ the latter of which was de- 
fended for fome time with great fpirit by John Vlfsparre j but 
defertion prevailing in the garrifon, it was at length furren- 
dered upon honourable terms. King Charles was fo incenfed Charles' 
at thefe loflles, that he fent Chri/iian a challenge, without re- chmUenges 
colbSing the diforder that deprived him of the ufe of one the king if 
fide. His Danijh majefty, more regardful of the dignity of Denmark 
the monarch, declined the propofel, which he cajled an en- ^^^fi^sh 
thufiaftic fcheme of a knight-errant, and Jiot the overture of ^^^^^* 
a monarch, declaring for his own part that he mufl: beg to 
be excufed from lifting his hand againft a prince oppreffed with 
old age and bodily infirmity. Some of the Swedijh writers 
attribute Chriftiar!% refufal to a deficiency in perfonal courage . 

(A) The author of the life in Chriftianfiadt^ under pretence 

of Gufiofvus alledgesy that this they were purfued by a body of 

enterprize was executed by a 5w^<^>horfe. The townfinen 

ih-atagem, which very early dif- feeing the 'horfe at a diibin^e^ - 

played the genius of that prince gave credit to the tale, admit- 

for war. Cloathing a thoufand ted them, and were ruined.*** 

of his men in the Danijh habit, P. 15. 
he ordered them to take refuge 
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§nd it is cert^n, from the confequences it produced^' tkt 

the fpirit of the propofal piqued his pride at the very tinselie 
made it the fubje£l of ridicule. To prove however that he 
was poflefTed of courage, he ^ttackpd the Swed/Jh camp a few 
days after^ and pu(hed the attack with fuch refolutioa and 
vigour, ths^t Charks W9S near being difconcerted and defeated. 
3ut the loiles here received were not long after revenged 
upon a body of Danijb infantry encamped before Cabm^ 
which the Swfdes defeated and difp^rfed* This fuccels «9i 
follovi^ed by feveral others obtained by prince Guftawis^ a 
prefages of his future glciry. Among otb|;rs he invaded and 
reduced the ifle of Oelanft^ taking prifoners near two thou- 
fand fugitives 'frpm the 2>tfa/^ army tb^t had taken (helt^ 
jn that place. He alfo recovered, by a fpirited aflault, 4e 
city of Borkbolm^ garrifoned by a flrong body of chofen idcp 
from the Vamft) army *. 

While Gvjiavvs was gathering Uur^sls in the field, C^h 
fummoned the flates to meet at iiicopingy in order to gn^t 
fup))lies for profecu^ing the war. On his way thither heW 
ieizfsd with a diforder that put an end to his life in a few 
days, fuppofed to be the effe£ts of the fatigue he qnderwept 
the preceding campaign, and of the fit of melancholy that 
had attacked hin\ two years before. He yielded up his iaft 
breath on the thirtieth of OSiober^ in the fixty'-firft year ^ 
his ^ge, leaving the reputation of a prince perfonally brave, 
faithful io bis allies, iincere in his friendfhip, generous in 
rewarding merit, rigorous in punifhing crimes, the pau«a 
of arts and letters, the promoter and encoiirager of com- 
merce and agriculture, addiSed. to violent but (hort trans- 
ports of paflion, the protedor of the Proteftant religion ; ifl 
a word, a king in all refpe^ts worthy of being the parent 
aiul predeceiTor of the illyfirious Guftavu^ Adolphus ^^ 

* IjOc. I., yiff . ^ Tid. Aad. cltat fupra. 
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Containing an Account of the Swediffi Affairs to thi 
Tmr f^33, whtn Guliavus Adolphus was kilkL 

NOTWlTHsrANDiNG CharUs clofed the laft fccne of fc» 
life with obtaining confiderable advantages over Df^\ 
^ark\ yet the aiFairs of the kingdom in general were left in 
gre^t confufion. Prince Gaftayu$ was ftill in his minority* 
• ' afld 
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and tutcnrs appointed him ; La Gardie had been fuccefsful in 
JRuffia^ but fcarce any progrefs mide in feating the yoiing 
prince Charles-Philip on that throne ; the treaty concluded by 
the magiftrates oi Revel with the Poles was but indifferently 
obferved ; the finances of the kingdom were entirely drained 
by a rferies of wars and revolutions ; powerful armaments were 
pceparing in Denmark^ Poland^ and Ruffia : in one word» 
Sweden was involved with potent enemies abroad, andfup- , 

ported at home wifh only weak 'friends, ill paid armies, and 
exHaufted treafuries. To regulate in the beft manner poilibie 
the afFatrs of the flate, a diet met at Nicoping in the nfionth 
of December ; and here the firft meafure taken was to fecure 
the interior tranquillity of the kingdom, by procuring a frefli 
renunciation from duke John of all his rights to the throne^ 
perfuading him to give up the guardian£ip^ and allow the p ^ 
young prince to take into his own hands the reins of govern- Adolohus 
inent. Xhe Swedifl? law required that the prince (bould ^^^^ ajcends the 
attained his eighteenth year before he was of age ; yet were ^^^^^ 
fuch ftriking marks of genius, prudence, and knowledge, ^^^ /^, 
difcQvered in Guftavus^ that the ftates fuppofed him equal to upon him 
(he weight of government at this criticaljun£ture, even in theadnd' 
. bis minority. John indeed feemed to have the fame prepof- niftration 
fciSons in favour of Guftavus with the reft of the Swedijh during hit 
nation in general. He not only relinquished a claim which ^"orit^^* 
he might eafily have difputed, and the guardianfhip of the 
minor ; but he remained at court, edeemed and loved the 
}K)ung prince, entered into all his counfels, and was the firft 
in fuppreiSng all plots, confpiracies^ and cabals, to difturb 
the peace of the country, the government of Gt/Jiavus, and 
to place himfelf on the throne. From the figure which, ^^^^iw 
had n)ade at the head of an army, it is apparent he wanted 
neither courage nor ambition ; but he preferred the good 6f 
his country to his own private gratification, forefaw the feli- 
city that would enfue from the great qualities o( Gii/i^us^ 
and chearfuUy facrificed his own intereft to procure that fe- 
licity. Perhaps too he made a facrifice of ambition to love ; 
for he was at that time enamoured of the young prince's fifter, 
and dreaded the thoughts of lofing her by kindling a war 
about the fucceflion. Whatever were his motives, certain it 
is, that he made conceffions upon this occafion which were 
deemed extraordinary inftances of a true heroic courage, that 
dared to fubdue and facrifice his own pailions and private in- 
tereft to his afFedion for the young prince and the Swedijh 
liationS 

* Life of Guflavus> vol. i. 

In 
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A. D. ' I^ ^^^ bc^utning of the year^ Guftavusy by his own 
1*6 1 2« rity> afiembled die ftates, where he rcfumed all theci 
Hi r^umeiff^^J^i tbe better to carry on the war with fuch a variety I 
aUthe 



grants. 



foreign enemies. He publiflied an edid fetting forth the 
certain returns of tithes and feudal lands, and ordering tl 
an account of their annual produce (hould every yearte 
livered into the royal exchequer; he then granted a 
confiroiation of all grants which he did not propofe to 
* fume, and clofed the aflembly with a minute examinatioo 
the coniiequences which would probably eo(ue from 
cuting the war againft his feveral enemies, or conduAi 
peace on the beft terms that could be obtained. But wl 
imprefied mankind with the higheft idea of the young 
narch's. penetration and capacity, was the choice he made 
a minifter. The great chancellor Oxtnjiitm was placed 
the head of domeftic and foreign affairs ; and every 
poft, both civil and military, were filled with perfoos adeq 
to the Iruft repo&d. 

Soon after his acceffion Guftavus received an ambafly froo 
Jamil I. king of England^ exhorting him to conclude peace 
with his neighbours. His Britarmick majefty's interpofitiofl 
was feconded by that of the ftates- general of the United Pro- 
vince^ and the amfaafladors of both were treated with great re- 
fped and franknefs. Gu/iavusy tho' full of fire and the naturil 
impetuofity of youth, gave ilrong proofs of his jnclination 
to liften to any reafonable terms of accommodation; bat 
difcovering that the king of Denmark^s politics tended to op- 
prefs and crufli a yoifng monarch, he gave that prince (o 
underftand how ready and able he was to repei all atucb 
upon his dominions* The mediation of Great Britain and 
Holland thus ihet with infurmountable obftruSions, 0Ot- 
witbftanding they wanmly prefied all parties, in order to ob- 
tain the free ana undifturbed navigation of the Balticiy and 
it was by both powers refolved to profecute the war. h- 
ftead of beginning with the fiege of^ CabnoTy which hefor^ 
agahtfi ^^^ would be attended with great difficulty and lo(s of time, 
Denmark, ^'^^^^^ ^^^^ an irruption into ScbofUHy fending duke ^^ob 
' with an army he had raifed to fuccour Elfsburg^ and mw i 
^diverfion in Oftrogothia. A third army,, under the command 
of general Crufz^ a£ked on the frontiers. Each pufhed their 
views with great vigour ; but that under duke John received 
a check. The king with his own army laid fiege to E^ 
iergy in order to prevent fuccours from joining the DaniJhiT- 
my, and to cut ofF a retreat from the enemy that had already 
penetrated into Sweden. At the fame tipe a ftrong detacbr 

ment from the main body entered Norway. Elfenberg was re- 
duced 
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uced by Gufiamus^ Nilojui W general CrHf^j Norway gneatly 
lifturbed' by the irruption of the Swedes j but the ipva^cjw 
»f TVeftrogot^a by ]^ngChri/Iiattj and the difficulty of rc- 
;overing Jen'uoping^ in fcq:ie meafure diicon/certed the fcbeixies 
►f the young Stvedijb nxpnarch. The perplexity of GifflavHS 
rhiefly arofe from the variety of bis enepnies. King Sigif- 
nund had at thi$ very tiine ip^de an irruption into Cqnli^^ 
y hither Guftavus was preparing to go in perfpn, when ^A\\Qfi 
3f the invafion pf H^eftrogoihia arrived. Upon thi« he feat 
girders to the governor oi Jenicoping to deniolifl^ the fortifi- 
catioDSy and make the beu retreat circi^mijiance^ Yf9\A^ al- 
low ^. . ^ ' . ' '" 
. The cunning, the artifice, anjd judgment pf Chriff}^ 
gave great une^fincfs tp Guftavus. His impetiiofity w^s ^?^ ^^ 
jcWclcejd by t))e nuoiberlefs di^culties and obdrudions tj^irpyvyi q?^*a* 
in bis way by that fage and e^f^perience^i mon^rcl^. Finding " ^*°* 
theci that h^ could pot ad in the fphere which hi$ g4^ni^s 
jcequired ; th^t the yf^x mufl b^ carried on by irriiptjoi^, - 
.(leges, ai»4 (kirmi(he^ '% an4 th^t ti^e great fup^rjojrity pf the ^ ' 
enefi^y by fea, gave tbeqii tl^e utmoft advantages in thi^ ]^iv^. 
of pijratic^I virar, )xe refolved upon concluding peace, until h^ 
ihpuld put his finaace^ and navy ii| pppdition to enggge theqi 
upojn equal t^XJP^^* T^e c;QMrt of Qre^t Britain ?L&j^i as me- ' 
.diatpr, aipd the J^2^/|C^ likewife ofieried their fervices ; but his 
Danifl) niajefty would not hearthei^ m^entipnied. The <negp< Peace cm* 
^laitaon yf9^ tedioqs^ 9pd the difputes high* though <;biefly <iuded. 
aiiout inafters extrcimejy unigi^tant, Both kings w^re a}- '^^* 
<)owed to ijear the arnnp of both crowds : Calmar ly^s re&orf^ 1013. 
iQGnffavuu ^nd El/shrg put iiijtp.the hands of Chrifiiaii^ 
UAtil it ibould be redeemed by ^n pquivglent. Chriftian re- 
OQunqed all pretenijons to Sweden^ ^nd Gu/tavMs yielded qp 
the title of ling ai Lapland. 

. One of the reafons that indujced Gu/igvus %o hurry 011 'this ^.- 
peace, was the defire he entertainied of ppfcing the affairs pf -L^n r 
Ruffta with vigour. The whole northern quarter of that yaft ^'^ ^ ' 
empire was extremely earned tp have a Swedijb prince, in Qufta- 
bopes thereby to extend the commerce of the country. 2^ y^^y^ 
Cardie wrote preflingly to bis court not to negled the oppor^ views 
tunity, while general iii^rs defired to be put in poilefBo^ of upon thai 
Plefcow. His requeft being refufed, he attempted to fqrprize cr<hwn* 
the. place, but without fuccefe. The inhabitants of A/izv- 
garte demanding to have a Swedijh I^ing, Gujiavus wrote to 
them in terms of the utmoft civility and gratitude, affuririg 
them that the moment his affairs were put in tolerable order, 

^ Yit, Chriftian, p. q6. Hift. de« Dan. t. iv. Loc. 1. viii. 
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he woqM ftudy to comply with their requeft. ' It is reported 
thztGuftavus was irrefolute, whether he Ihould annex die 
Rjuffian empire to his own crown, or yield it to his brother. 
This made him defer the prince's voyage, until La Gar& 
had urged, in the ftrongeft terms, that fome meafure fliooU 
be taken. The Ruffians had remarked this irrefolution, and 
€onje£lured, that the defign of Guftavuswzs to render tfaes 
country a proviilce of Sweden. They refented that his ma« 
jefty ibould prefs them for a debt due to him,' at the very time 
they were offering a crown to his brother ; however, the m- 
haUtants of Netugarte fent an anfwer filled with fubmiffion 
and refped. They intreated Guftavus, that as the afiairs of 
his kingdom djd not admit of his coming in peribn, he 
would fend the prince hb brother, iti order to put a period to 
the diftrad^ion and confufion that had nearly ruined the em- 
pire. Charles-Pbilip had no ambition to become the priiioe 
of a nation of baibarians. He preferred his peaceable appeo- 
nage at home to the favage pomp of the imperial dignity of 
J2»^;'yet Puffendorff attributes his difappointment of this 
crown wholly to the jealoufy of his brother, and the delays 
and obfiru^iions which, in confequence, he placed In his way; 
At laft the Ruffiansy tired out with uncertainty, fixed thek 
choice upon another monarch, and thus the aiikir was dropt, 
after having for fome years been a principal (k^tSt of the po^ 
iitics of , the court of Sweden \ 
^ jy GUSTAFUS no fooner finiO>cd the Danijh war, than be 
161A.' concluded a treaty of commerce with the Duichy and put ri» 
.^^ interior trade of the kingdom on the beft footing. Toeafe 
Guftavus jjjjudry of every reftraint, he abfolved peafarits and farmen 
^^t % ^^"* ^^ obligation of fupplying the government with horfes 
' ^'•'^/^ y* a J, J carriages ; he admitted foreigners of every religion into the 
kingdom, on condition they brought teftimcAiies of th^ir cbarae- 
ter from proper authority ; and he eftabliOied a fociety of trade 
^iStockholm^ every fubfcriber to which advanced certain Aims to 
the king, upon his being releafed for the fpace of three years, 
from all taxes, duties, and impofb. Among other excellent 
inftitutions, this prudent monarch did not forget to regulate 
the le£lures, difcipline, and morality of the univerficy of JJp- 
faly and the education of the youth in general, prohlbitirig 
them to ftudy at German^ and other foreign univerfities, where 
they only imbibed a tafte for ufelefs wretched metaphyfics, at 
the expence of the national treafure, and often of the puUip 
tranquillity **. 

* yid. fupra citat au6l. * Loc, L viii;. 
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This year Gu/tavus aflca^bled'the ftates zt Heljingfird^ A: D. 
«rher€y among other importanttranfafiions, he took the af- r6i5. 
fairs of RuJJla into coh(ideration,-'and concluded with an a6t 
of domeftic policy of the utmoft advantage to his people. An QyA^y^- 
edi£l was publiflied to abridge the tedioufnefs and expence of ^^ .^ ^ 
litigation, efpecially in affairs of regaljudicature, and a form was i^^/^ 
prefcribed whereby this was to be efFeded, fo feniible and fa* 
lutary, that to this day Sweden enjoys the happy confequences* 
The ftates concurred with his majefty's refolutiony to oblige 
the Ruffians to make refiitution of the money lent them in 
their neceiEty. Their haughty refufal and ingratitude, toge- 
ther with their abrupt eled^ion of a czar, piqued the king's 
pride. He determined upon revenge, and with that view eri- j^^ii^^ 
tered the province of Ingria at the bead of an army. Here hoftiUtiei 
be took Kexholm by ftorm, and was laying (lege to Plefcnv^ againft 
when James I. of England^ the great pacificator of Europe^ Ruffia. 
offered his mediation to compofe the differences between Swe^ 
den and Rujjia, The influence of his Britannic majefty pre- 
vailedy Guftavus granting peace on condition of having the 
money repaid, and a part of the continent of Ruffia ceded 
to him (A). 

However ibort a time (ri^^n/i/f ferved in per(bn in this A. D. 
war» here it was that he learned the rudiments of that art* 1617* 
which afterwards made him the admiration of Europe. Gufta^ 
vus catcbed every opportunity of improvement, with a quick- 
nefs that bordered on intuijtion. He not only learned at one 
, gUnce, but improved the military maxims of that great ge* 
neral La Gardie^ who added to experience all that fpecula- 
^ tion and ftudy could give him in the military art, nurtured and 
feafoned in the Ruffian campaign that invincible body^ of 
Finkndersy and brought the Swedtjb army in general to a more 
fteady and regular difcipline, than had before been exer; 
.cifed. 

Peace was no fooner eftablifhed with Ruffia than his ma- 
jefty was crowned with great ceremony at Vpfal^ arbidft the 
fincere acclamations of his people, who beheld with joy the 
virtues of the great Guftavus Vafa renovated in his grandfon 
Guftavus Adolphus. They profited by this interval of peace, 
every. day producing fome new ordonnance or regulation for the 

(A) By this treaty of peace prefcfture of Novogorod^ ceded 

the preteniions of Charles-Philip to Gufta'vwy the Ruffiams tied up 

were extinguifhed, a free inter- from aflifting Poland^ and nine > 

coorfe of commerce reHored, thoufand pounds in money paid 

U^niap and four towns in the down to the Sv/edtf (i). 

(i) l0oectn. h riii. j^. 53*. 
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good of thcftate, the increafe of the revenue, the cafe of the 
people, the Augmentation of induftry, arts, and commcra. 
Gujiavusy at the fame time that he omitted nothing that couUi 
eftabHih a lafting and honourable peace with Poland^ took 
the neceflkry meafures for ffuftrating the defigns which Sipf 
mund ftill formed zgiin^ Sweden, For this purpofe he or- 
dered La Gardie to acquaint the PoUJh general CodekomtZj 
that now (he truce of two years being expired, he required t& 
be upon a certainty, whether he was to expeS peace or war 
with the king his mafler. In the mean tiriie he borrowed mo- 
ney of the 5«/r*, to p^y the film ftipulated to the king of 
,i>^«;/?^r^ for the redemption of £^i«r^, and had an inter- 
view with that monarch on the frontiers, v^here they coa- 
ceived the iit'moft efteem for each othef, and entered into tic 
ftri(£f eft ties, which the politics of their feveral kingdoms, aofi 
the jealoufy of neighbouring ftates, woutd adniit. Onecon- 
fequence of this interview was the pfomife he obtained o( 
Chrijiian no ways to aid or aflift Sigifmuhd^ or in any refpefi 
take part with Poland^ in cafe the war between that kingdom 
and Sweden fliould be renewed *, 
Ajcheme GUSTAVUS^ receiving no fatisfaSory anfwer from Polsdi 
formed hy began to prepare for the a£luaj invafion of that kingdom i 
the king Awhile Sigifmund wzs laying a fcheme to (eize upon his perfoHt 
Poland to Wi^h his connivance colonel Furenbach had orders to furren- 
Jeizeon the j^^ feveral fortified towns in Livonia into the hands of Gufia- 
G fta ^""^* under pretence of obtaining peace by tTjefe cohceffioDa; 
*. but in reality to appoint a conference in fome of thefe placOi 
where the plan was laid for imprifonihg Guftavus. The tfrar. 
tagem, however* did not efcape the penetration of the Swedl^ 
monarch ; and thus the whole negotiation vanilJied into 
threats and upbraidings, which Gufiavus beftowed on the in- 
fidious fchemes of Sigifmund. Immediately after a tour whid 
he made to Germany in difguife, and his-marriage with the 
princefs nleonoray daughter to the eleSor of Brandenburgi be 
Gaflavus entered heartily upon the war with Poland'. A vaft fleets otf. 
renews the board which he embarked twenty thoufand men, was prc- 
wtrnnith pared at the very time when the Poles werebufied in repellinj 
^'8^^ the Turh out of Walachia, With this force he fct fail fee 
"***" * Riga^ to which he laid fiege. In this expedition the king hai 
under him a number of eminent officers, namely I^e la G^f* 
diej JVrangely Horn^ Banier^ Oxenftiern^ Ruibuen^ a Sf9tm 
colonel, and count Mamfeldt, A line was drawn round tbc 
city, and the troops jdivided for their proper attacks. Rii^ 
on' the other hand, was well prepared for defence. Itwai 

a PvFFElJD.^t. it. 
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firongly fortified with walls, moits, half-mo6ns» and baf- 
tions. The citadel was garrifoned with a confiderable 
hod^ of veteran troibps, whofe attachment to Sigtfinund SLp" 
ptixei altogether extraordinary and enthufiaftic. His majeftyr 
took poffeffion of all the futrounding eminences, and dtreiSlea 
his batteries h fticcefsfully, that the ftreets were raked, and 
the enemy unable to appear with fafety out of their houfes* ' 
A prodigious quantity of bombs were likewife thrown in, and 
the town reduced to afiies ; yet did the reliance of the inhabi- 
tants upon fuccours from Sigifmund keep up their fpirits, and 
induce them to rcjefl all the propofajs made by the Swedijh 
monarch. The king, to prevent all relief by fea, ftationed 
the fleet at the mouth of the Dwiiia^ and defended the iflands 
and the weftern Oiore of the river, by feveral bodies of troops^ 
under the commtind of colonel Fleming. The precautions ^ ^ 

tiixxi h>/ Gttjlavus rendered abortive all the endeavours ofV^^*^'^^^^ 
Radzhily the P^/f^ general, to throw in a reinforcement 5 **^^* 
notwrithftanding a brifk (ally was made by the befieged undei? 
one Burk, an Irijh officer, to open a communication with the 
Pciifi army. His majefty now filled the moat vvith fafcines 
and rubbifh, and made himfelf mafter of the ftrong fortreis of 
Dhmurtd; after which he iummoned a fecond time thebe-^^ 
figged, and received a rough and abrupt anfwer. Enraged at 
their infolence he attacked and took a half-moon by ^orm, 
and the garrifon in return fprung a mine, that blew up an 
hundred Swedes. At laft the fury with which the Swedes 
pkyed from their batteries efFcfled a breach ; to ftoro) which 
his majefty contrived a flying bridge over the moat, a projeft 
which he more glorioufly executed afterwards on thie Elie and 
Leih, Although the ditch was filled with fafcines and rub- 
hiih, it ftill contained too much water to admit the paflage of 
a large body of men. The bridge was therefore laid, and the^/>^^ of 
colonels S^tf/w zxid Horjieck ordered to conduft the attack, Riga, 
which was done with fo much fpirit as occafioned its mifcar- 
riage. Tht Swedijh foldiers crowded on with fuch impetuofity, 
that the bridge gave way, by which accident the brave Seaton 
hroke his thigh, and was afterwards forced to undergo an am- 
putation ^. Not difmayed by this untoward accident, Gufia- 
vus refolved to reduce the city by mining j in which he em- 
pl<y^ed the DalecarlianSy giving direSions at the fame time to 
Horn and Banier^ with three thoufand men to ftorm the fan J 
half-moon. Thefe oflScers conduced the attack with great 
intrepidity; but nothing could furmount the obftinacy of the 
befieged, who fought with a fury that foon obliged the Swedes . , 

^ Harte's Life of Gnfl. vol. 1; 
21 . ta 
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to retreat, tiorn and Banter were wounded ; and hi^ w 
jeAy, to confole them, fent both the order of knighthood. B; 
the middle of September matters came to a crifis. . The Swtk 
had formed their mines under the ditch, while the )mb; 
threw a ftrong ^boom, and laid two bridges, acro(s th^ riveL 
It was then the inhabitants received the firft impreffiom of 
fear, notwithftanding they had been clofely inyefted for fix 
weeks, difapppinted of the expected relief, and confumedbf 
hunger, fatigue, and the (hot and bombs of the befiegea 
. >«^ All hope of fuccours from Sigifmund appearing chimerid) 
1621* they at laft hung out a flag of truce, demanded terms of a* 
pitulation, and obtained honourable conditions from Gii/Zi- 
vusy out of regard to the valour they difplayed ; nor did he ever 
once upbraid them with .the infolent meifages returned tohii 
fummons, or the fatigue and lofs of time occaiioned by their 
obKinacy. Hoftages being exchanged, GuJIavus made hii 
entry into the city, marching in proceflion to the great chords 
where he returned thanks to God for this fignal flicce&. He 
eafily admitted the apology of the inhabitants, praifed tbtk 
intrepidity, and told them, '^ he never defired or expedcd 
<< more loyalty from them than they had ihewn their fonna 
*' mafter ; for which reafbn he ihould not only pre(erve hit 
** augment their privileges.'^ The only change difpleabf 
to the inhabitants which he made was banifhing the Jefuil^ 
who were continually engaged in plots and confpiracies agaiuft 
the public tranquillity. 
A truce After the r^dudlion of Rtga^ his majefty entered the 

ewiiuded. iiitchy of Courlandy where he foon made himfelf nufterot 
Mittau ; but ceded it, upon concluding a truce for one yeit 
with Poland. This truce was of but mort duration ; i(xSr 
gifmund had no fooner fettled the afFairs of his kingdom, tbaa 
he prepared new enterprizes againft the Swedes in Prv§'^ 
Gujiavus^ difcoyering his defigns, fet fail with his fleet fo 
.Danizick^ where Sigi/mund refi^td at that time; and by tbii 
fudden and unexpedled motion broke all his ^defigns, Boi 
obliged the Pelijb monarch to prolong the truce for two yea^ 
in order to eftablifh during this interval the conditions of a 
general pacification. Sigifmund^ indeed, declined all overtura 
A. D. on this head, though he did not abfolut^ly reje£l them. Hii 
*^^S*. intention was to procure fome favourable opportunity of at- 
tacking Gu/iavus by prolonging the truce, and thereby luU|fl{ 
this vigilant enemy into fecurity : however Gu/iavuSj hearing 
that the ilates of Poland wou\d not agree to the pfofecution<)( 
Thenxjor the war, demanded perpetual peace, or at Icaft the proloi^' 
rentFwed. tion of the truce to a more diftant period. With this victr 
be pui himself ^t the head of a body of troops, at theo^p'''' 
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tlon of the former truce; entered Livonia, with intention 
ivhoUy to reduce that country^ defeated £/^»//Z»»j Sapieha^ 
took Ditpt^ HokenhaHfen^ and other places of lefs importancei 
£ncouraged by tbefe lucceiTes, ha entered Lithuania, and took 
the city Birfen, where he found fixty pieces of new-caft can- 
iion, which he (hipped for Riga. 

Only Daneburg now remained in pofleflion of Sigifmund 
of all ZAvonia ; yet did Gu/iavus propofe the fame equitable 
terms of accommodation as if his conquefts had been W- 
lanced by equivalent lofies : but labouring in vaiii to terminate 
matters by negotiation, he had again recourfe to arms, in 
ivhich he was no lefs fortunate than before. The Swedijh ge- 
tierals Hoxn and Thurn obtained a victory over Sapieha in Semi^ 
£allia\ hut Sigifmund yf^s itill fanguine in his expe£):acions9 . 
that, with the emperor^s ai&ftance, he (bould conquer Sweden, 
Condoling himfelf with thefe imaginary conquefls, he fuiFered 
Guftavus tp gain other new and folid advantages. That mor 
narch had in the month of February adembled a condderable 
army, which embarking on board one hundred and fifty A. I). 
Ihips^ he landed at Pillaw^ a city garrifoned by the eledoral 1626. 
troops of Brandenburg^ This place he had furrendered to him 
after a. few Qiot difcharged without ball, the governor being ^ 
corrupted by a fum of money. With the fame facility he 
leized upon Braunfierck and Frawenberg. From thence he 
,led. biis zxmy io Elbingy which place the inhabitants would 
havd defended, had not the magiftrates entered upon certain 
engagements, with tlfe Swedes, whereby they agreed to furren- 
der the town^ Three days after Mariehberg received a Swedijb 
•garrifofi \. and in a few days following Mew^ Dirfchau, Stum^ ' , , 

Chrijiburg, and pther places, underwent, the fame fate. Thus 
Guftavus got poiTeffion- of the chief places in Frujjlia, before 
bis Polijb trnjtAy was informed that he had quitted Sweden, 

• Upon advice of thefe fucceiTes, Sigifmund aflfembled a body 
of forces, which he detached to recover his loiTes, |ind prevent 
J)ant7ack from falling into the hands of the Swedes. The 
Pales appeared before Marienberg, in hopes of furprifing it ; 
but the Swedifh garrifon fallied out fo opportunely, and with. 
Tuch intr^idity, that they cut ofF four thou(and of the enemy; 
In the fame manner were the Poles received ziMewe, the fiege 
of which place they were obliged to raife. Their attempts on 
Dtrfihau wer^ not more fortunate ; for, after befieging that 
town for 4he greater part of the winter, they were attacked 
by a detachment of Swedes, defeated, and forced to abandon 
Cbett works - in the utmoft confufion, leaving their cannon^ 

Cents, and baggage behind. 

■ MpD. Hist. Vol. XXXUI. R In - 
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A. D. , Iti the month of May ^ 1627, Gnjhvus arriredwftll i(A 
1627. fbrces before Dantzick ; and would probably have carried tint 
Guftavqs dtty, had he not unfortunately been wounded in the belly byt 
Imjeflt cfannon-fliot from Kefimurck tort (A). Soon after hb majdlr 
Dantzick. j^j invcfted Dantzick the «neaiy recovered Mewe ; and amha- 
iadors arrived frooi Hdland to interpoft their influence, airf 
procure an accommodation between the two crowns. How- 
ever) as they *had firfl; vifited the Swedi/h camp^ tbe king rf 
Poland would not admit of their mediation^ fuppofing them O 
have a biafs in favour of his enemy^ The tpanift^ and Itsfe- 
• rial ambafladors like wife hel'ped to frtiflrate the tfEc&i of thb 
ambafly, by repeating their afibrances, that dtey would power- 
fully affift Sigifmundy and fend him twehty-foUr ftitps of wafi 
fourteen thousand veteran foMiers, and thirty thoufand poaoiba 
the firft and laft articles of which prodiiia were never per* 
fonfied. His PoUJh majefty, full: of thefe promifet, deter« 
mined to make a winter Campaign^ but Guftuvus was fo wdf 
'entrenched^ and all the forts fo ftrongly "garrifoned, that bt 
A. D. laughed at all Sigifmumfs endeavQurs f B). He was however 
1628* greatly irritated at the refiftance made oy the Dantiuckifi, TU> 
> city was fhe principal obje£^ of his attention, both on acoMOl 
of its wealth, and the prejudice that wouM refultta the eneof 
by its redu£^ion. Having new-modelled his fleet, be gavehb 
admiral orders to attack the Potifi) and Dantxiek iquadroi8> 
ihat were attempting to throw in fuccours t^ the city. Aft 

(A) The reverend Mr. Hartij quarrel arofe befwe^ twe ^ 
Sn bis laboured and aathentichxf- neral officers, who agreed ti^ 
tory of the lile of this prince, aflc his sMJefty^s pennmoa ^ 
fpeaks of a wound he received decide theijr cUft«Mnoe bf ^ 
ill an adkion before Bhfibou in kAVs of hononr. The kisr 
the dbow. -This he relates confented; but faid. he woiw 
^omLficctfu'us ; but boih writers be a fpe6kajtor of tfaeir caurV* 
6eiB to be 9iiftake0, as theac- Upon whi^ he went 10 t^ 
tion bef(»re l^irfcbau happened j^ace appointed with a body^^' 
in the precedtn« year ; and yet ^oards,^ and ordered the execi^, 
{hey allow that he was wouQdM tioner to be called^ triHn^^^ 
in 1627. ' officers, " Now, gcntte 

(B) It was this campaign; «* fight uptil One dies j" 
tteit the irrational praifticc of adding, to the executioner, ''rK^ 
duelling became fe faftionaWe ** you iimnediately cut off d* 
in the 5w«A^ army as to engage «- head of the furvivor.'^ ft 
the lufig^s attention, asd obHge infleldbflity piodaNid the dMt 
\Mti to fuppreii thofife &I{b iie-> the quanrel was drop^ aaA^ 
tioDa of hoDOttr by feme %tit^ iiniecimUeqgeswereMudrfk 
ligorotts edidb. Soon after a thci caBifi { »>)* ' 
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t^lpate^ iTDgstg^ment enfaed)^ which, ^rtejr cootini^ing tb^ 
Ipfhoie d^Yi tf ra)inate4 in tbir defi^at. of the en^r^yt and the' 
4^ifi¥^n 9f their ^djnkaj'st 0iip. Another ihip of e^ual 
fipiB.m4; vaW' was juft rea4y tp fall into the hands of the 
St^4S?j» vbQO^ by 9tf\ acctident^l &<>( in tbe powder- jroom^ 
ftp blQ# u|>^ afi^r hamg defended b^rfelf ylrUh g^eat gallaa* 
Uffqt the ipfice^of twtlye hours. IoQ>inted by tbi9 advao- 
^^'^% Gu/t4^.i {miSiqI hi> j^pproii^hiis with vigour on the land< 
M«» having bibcked up lh« harlmtr with hi& fteec. Next h^ 
Imik ftJ% inero^hte niXArch over t morsifs fif^n n^ile^ Voad^ 
ilBfted hf bridge of « {H^Mliar fSopftmSrio^^ oyer vvhteh ho 
(carried a fpecies of light cannon, invented by himfelf. By 
4ns uMioft hie got pfjSMhnol t. lorefi that iiicircled ^he cityt 
. %Ad ^r fa linftfcpicldod an apprOffch threw the ip^giftrates^ 
y^ifk a^eeb^ndod aa iofurre^Uyi from the fcarcity of provi* 
fiofii^ into gctat C0dtfa(»9n« They were aduiiUy upon the 
^(BAot of furrendering^ when \ (u4dei| flood of rsitn fweUed Raifaii$ 
the K^ula to. fo gre»t » heigbt^ tb^t^ overflowing its banfcs^ iit/fj«« 
(wept aw^ the temporibi^ bridgo» fnined the ^mdifii wprlE% 
sMid obliged his najefty to break tip his eatoiH having no alter-, 
i talHKe but feeing ihe utiyf drowned or flarved. He made* 
< btweverii tbe beft ufe pbffible of bt9 retreat, taking in his vray 
! the to#n& of HefiiA^g^ Strafiurg^ and B^(>dm^%^ in which he 
! &Hin4 to an imoaeAfe value of booty, ^n after $weit% and; 
M^ffiw^ were taken by floim, dte garriibns put to the fword^ 
^ a body of Ptftifi batb cut in pieces as ^ey were endea- 
r vouring to cut ofF a ecA\MW gping tei S^4$bMg ' ( A)^ 

Thiss tranfadltoas by land did not divert the attention of Wail6« 
I \ikSwtdifi oiajefty from die deprediuciclnB made by the cdm* ftoiaVon^^ 
> tened flee^ of Spain wA Aiflria in the fighici. Walle/hin^ titim 

who bad procured ihft eotnmiffion of aduiiml of the BabUk^ 
' fixrmed defigns upon Str$ifiaidi Vffhic^ city adone he thpu^t 
' ^bftruded his smaginary poflefflod of ^ northern ocean; ^ 
' The ledufiion of this plaoo would afford the opening he de^ 
I ived, and wealthy ibipptngi and neceflkries (iifiicient to com^ 
^ I^te the ideal , conimeft eif Diamarif Smedmi and all tb4 ' 
^ Derdiera ctowitt. The anhttioa of ftUa pfqe£l fiattkd 
' (S^rj/K^i and induced trim at firft to fend pQWeffui fiiqcoum 

* life «f GaA. vol. it LoeciN* }• tu4. 
j U) JPij^Jw^ mention? a a tetta|TMii pbtai^ a complc^ai 

I S^^eiid s)j^i09 ^at h9ppenj^. on vi^ory ; but we 6m po account 
f rallQCCafioei in which G'jf^'c/tt/ of this either \ti Lpccenius ot 
cammanded inperfoo, and by theaoeiirateMr./^^V(i}. 
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to the $tralfundsrs; but finding thkt (Sujiavm hsd tire fame 

reafons to wiih jts fafety, he foon devolved that weight oil the 

Swedijh monarch. Sir Alexander he fly ^ a Scottifl) officer in thi 

Swedifl) army, was detached to fuccour the city with a choftn 

body of Scotch troops ; and having joined lor'd Rhea*s Scotch ic- 

giment in the 2>^/^ fervice, both made fo ftout a refiftance 

as foiled all the attempts of Wallefteiny after he had boafted^ 

that if Stralfund was flung to heaven by chains of adaman^ 

Guflavus he would reduce it. • After a fiege of three months, he wa* 

relieves forced to relinquifh the enterprize, and retreat with a half- 

Stralfund. ruined army, to the great mortification of this vain-g]oriou» 

but experienced officer *. 

• We now fee Gujiavus gradually engaged in • the afiaifs of 

the empire, and for fome time jealous of the fupport afibrded 

to his enemies by the houfe di Aujiria^ and of the ambitious 

A. D. projefts of that grafping family. The congrefs held this year 

1629. ^t Lubeck created him freih matter of difguft and uneafioefs. 

7he affnmt To this congrefs Guflavus fent Oxenfliem and Sparry with in- 

fut on ftru6bions to fee the dukes of Mecklenburg reinftated, whom, 

Guflavus as friends and neighbours, he had taken into his protedion. 

hy the fc»- Secretary Salvius was difpatched'to Denmark, to obtain from 

grefs at Chriflian a proper introdudlion for the Swedip) anibafiadors to 

Labeck. jj^g congrefs ; , but his Daniflj majefty returned a cold anfwer, 

I'eferring the fecre'tary to the coiirt of Vienna, Guftofum rc- 

fented the indignity with hid ufual high fpfrit ; and he retained 

fo ftrong a fenfe of it, that it was afterwards urged as one of 

his reafons for marching an army into the empire ^ 

Poles i/(f- While the king was taken up with endeavouring to pro- 

/eaud by CMxt a place at the congrefs of 'Zi^^c^f, his general /iPV^7»^^/ 

WraHgel. defeated a body of Poles that kept Brodnitz blocked up. Three 

thoufand were left deAd on the field, one thoufand taken pri- 

fonei^, together with five pieces of cannon, and two thou&od 

waggons laden with provifion. Wrangel would iikewife have 

infallibly taken Thorn, had not geneiral Dorkof thrown bimfelf 

with a chofen body of troops into the city. This advantage 

The king was fucceeded^by another more confiderable vi3ory, lobtained; 

ehtaim an-hy ^c king- in perfon at 5fu;n over ' the combined 'troops of- 

§tber 'viC' Qermdny and Poland, - 'the emperor had fent five thoufand' 

tory in foot and two thoufand horfe under Arnheim, who joined the 

ferfott. niain army Commanded fa^ tl^Poli/h getterzl CbnUc/pol/ki, 

and determined to attack bis Swedi/h. majfefty, encamped at 

^idzfny The;'fa|)eriority of the enemy was fo great, that 

the friends- of i5g/?jz;i/5'reprefen ting to him the imminent 

hazard he rua bjRwai^injg. for themi were coldly anfwcred by 

• I^occEN-: tdii.^' • *Id/iWd. 

" '- that 
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h^t mqnaFch, '^ Our men will take the furer aim." As foan 
s the battle began, the Swedijh horfe, 'contrary to the king's 
xr'prefs order, charged with fo much impetuofity, that, leaving 
tie infantry behind, they were almoft furrounded by the ene- 
ay, when Cujlavui came up to their affiftance, and puflied 
he enemy*s infantry with fo much vigour that they gave way^ 
nd retreated with precipitation to a bridge they had thrown 
»ver the Werder. . Guftavus h^d taken care to fecure this re- ' • 
rcsiiy by a detachment he fent round to take pofTeiJion of the 
bridge. This, brought on another adfon, more bloody than 
he fqrmer, in which the king expofed his perfon to great 
langer, , and twice providentially efcaped being made prifoner. 
\t laft, however, the Poles were totally defeated, with the Jofe 
>f a great many men, twenty-two pafr of colours, five ftan- 
lards, and feveral other military trophies. The carnage 
imong the German auxiliaries was fo great, that Jmheim 
!carce carrfed ofF half the troops he brought into the field'*. 
• But this defeat did not prevent Coniecjpoljki from attempt- 
ing the fiege of Sturrij more unfortunate to hfS army than 
either of the preceding aflions. Here the garrifon fallied 
but upon him with fb much vigour, that they repulfed him 
with the lofs of, four thoufand men. The blame of this mif- 
fortune jvas laid upon Jrnheimy who was accufed of maintain*' 
ing a correfpondence with the ele<9ror of Brandenburg^ whofe 
yaflal be was^.by which^ means Guftavus was. informed of 
every thing that paffed in the combined *camp. The Poles 
complained to Wallefteinj and in confequence Arnheim was 
recalled, and replaced by Henry of Saxe-Lawenhurg^ and Phi^ 
lip count Mans/eld. This change in the general-officers 
could not, however, ftem the torrent of misfortunie. A plague 
raged among the troops, and that produced a famine, the 
peafants being afraid to carry provifion to the camp from a 
dread of the infeSipn. One happy coiifeque'ncfe^ however, 
attended. The P^j/^j, finding them felves equally reduced by 
the fword, by famine, and the plague, confented to a truce ; 
to which ambaffadors from England^ Fraiice^ and ttolhnd^ ex- 
'icitci Guftavus y to enable him to , turn- his arms a^ainft the 
emperor. After abuhdance of altercation, at. length a iruccjtrucefor 
for fix years was concluded,' to expire in the month o^ June yjtx year t 
1635- The conditions were, that G«/?^zT;ttJ fliould reftore xo concluded 
his Polijh majefty the tovvns o^ BrodnitZy Stum^ and Dirfchau ; '^tth Po- 
that -^^ri^K/'^r^ (hould be fequeftered in the hands of the ^*°^» 
clc&ox p{ Brandenburg^ to be reftofed again to Sweden^ in 

cafe a peace was not concluded at the expiration cf the truce. 

* • ■ "• > ■ . 

* PUFPEND. L ii. 
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* Gujlavusy on his fide, kept the port ahd citadel of It^kfn^ Ai 
' harbour of Tillau^ the towns of EWing, Brunfber^^ and Jl 
be had conquered in Livonia' . ' 

In this manner did Gujiavus put a glotious en^ to the wan 

with Mufcovy and Poland \ but be did n6t \bi\g enjoy the frtik 

of his victories in peace. The refcntment he bore to the em- 

^ - peror for the afliftance lent tp king" Sigifmund, the eager defe 

^ / /I he had to curb the ambition of the hoiife of Atijlria^ to fuc- 

^^Tror's cour the Prpteftant ftates of the cn^pir^ opprclTed by die did 

^n^a. of Reftitution, to gain a footing in Germany, aiid tp cxtco^ 

■ bis own fame, as well as tp procure %wedeh fomc cbniidera- 

tion in the ballance of Europe^ deterfnined this hero to mardi 

an army into Germany , where he occafiofied a moft-adpniihthg 

revolution in the affairs of Cbrijltpdomy ahd taifed feis countrf 

to a degree of military fame that will always be recorded with 

luftre in the annuls pf manlcind. We need not here enta 

upon a detail of thofe religious faftions that rent the emjnre^ 

^nd infpired Gufiavm with the firft Idea of an invafion. JUJ 

thcfe particulars haye beep already recfted in a fpnnci- part^ 

the work. Sufficient it is, that, befides the motives above* 

mentioned, tliie Swe^Jh monarch was ftfongly invited by Ac 

Protjeftant league, and the houfes of Heffi'CaJJil and BrMkn-^ 

^urg ; to which England^ Er^nce^ and tioltdnd^ joined their 

folhcitations ^ 

He forms Things being in this fituation, Guflavus convolced Ac 

fbeprojea fiates of ^weden, in order to xfeliberatc on the propriety oT ^ 

pf invad' war with the emperor. As in every thing he ftudicd Ae in- 

ing the clinatjons of his people, fo, in a matter fo important to their 

pnfire, felicity^ he paffionately defired ^hie concurrence of their fcud- 

ments with his own. Not chufing, however, to receive any 

public check in the diet pf tbe ftates, he firfl ifltmbled m fci| 

own tent the ablefi men, civil and nnlitary, in his ftrvjcc, to be 

Informed of their opinion. Here his majcfty recapiti^ated, 

in an elegant ora'tion, the fevcral arguments ^dyaiiced fpr zxA 

ggainft the proppfal ; concl^dlng however in favour of it, an<^ 

^tainipg a majority pf voices tp fupport his detfsrtninatioiL . 

The affair was tjiep carried before the ftates, yhere his ma- 

jkfty pathetically enumerated the ppiiferies pf the Prbtcftan} 

^ates, tbe injuries and indignities he perfpnially fuftainled ftom 

the emperor, thp weight ih^i Sweden would accjuire ihtkc 

fcale ofEurcife from taking part in the affaifsof G^rwtfw, . the 

vanity and infolence pf ff^all(fttin>, now created duke of Mech 

fenburg^ in prejudice to ibe fights of the legitimate lieirs^ 

Hl^ith ioQumeraole other topics, which bis ^efentpieht atiS am- 

* LoccEN. ibid. 



.bttioniri^rdl*. Warm debates arofe in the diet upon ihje 

iul^efl of tb^ king's fpeech. Some pleaded, that the reve^ 

Aues wens exhaufted by a reriesof wars, which, though gl^ 

^iripufly fioiibed, could never produce any equivalent for tb^ 

leacpenc^ of blocid and treaAwe ; that it favoured too much q( 

iihiy^lry to r^^ headlong, out of puniStilio, into an uiinecefiaiy 

»rsMr aigainft the moft |>owerful fovereign in Murppe^ that reli* 

giipn w^ only a clogk ufed by princes, to cover the fecrjei do- 

iigps of asnbiHoo.; that the dijkx$o{ Meciknturg might more 

eTO<3u«Klly te affifled by remon^rances and negotiations than 

by.tiie fivordi tKat the affairs of the empi're , properly bdoiigrd 

J30 the Gogni^nceof the eledori «nd the imperial diet, vvho 

would proM)}y not thank a foreigner for interfering^ that the 

|^fpt«^ioii of the reformed religiou was in the h^nds of God^ 

and not of men ; ^nd Jaftly, that as natdre feemed to place 

^e ijea , as a barrier to iecure Swidm from all invafionsi (% 

$bis very cifcumftance pointed out the a(>furdity of Jier intar^ 

jpoHng in continental quarrels, from which {he muil ^vor 

{HTove a fui&ref • Other arguments were likewife added^ with 

fcfycSk to th^ ill^Iity of attacking the emperor, who had 

given <ip juft caufe for ^ war ; the expenccs which would iw^ . 

jpefliarily attend fuch a m^fure; the little hope there was^f 

^ (icceedii^ : nor i;ras the power of the emperor, the con>- 

fumption of men to Bweden^ and the prefent fiate of the 

l&ing|doai» ppi^iJEbd over unnoticed* 

To ti3t<ifip fr;guments Guftavus% and thofe who followed Iris 
opinion^ oppofed ptbers no lefs convincing. AH attempted 
^hey fai^, |tQ uQiverfal tponarchy* in any prince, muft be te* 

f)reiled by the neighbouring ftates, who in time would be 
wallowed >ip in the immenfity of power fuch a prince might 
acquire; a power of that ambitious and encroaching nature 
muft, upM^n every fijcceiSve motion, make wider and more 
dangerous undulations, unle& opportunely checked. The 
fate of a <:puRtry> removed at a moderate diftance from h 
^terpriCing 4 ftatfe, might be fufpended, but not averted. That 
if fuch inftdts and attacks as th^e march of the imperial ar- 
my into Ptf/^iff<s^'w^re timoroufly connived at, the charader 
pf Gi^tavus and of Sweden would be very ambiguoufiy tranf* 
mitted tO:poft9rity : that invaiions from foreigners, far from 
being obj^^ls of indiliereoce, under certaiu circumftances 
were matters of very cafual and equivocal decifums : that , 
ffVltftei% fiatk^ned with a fleet at pemzick^ had formed pro* 
]e£b veiy dan^roos to the marine and commerce of Sweden : 
Had that the ^ing, in the light of a ftatefi|ian and warrior, 
had no other alternative than immediately declaring againft 
, i^% emperor^ To this Gt^ovw ^ddeda that hjsi^ould fubmit 

R 4 what 
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What wa^ becoming to his own glory, and the good of Sweden^ 

to the breafts'of his faithful fcnatc, giving them free liberty 

to canvafs the expediency of the undertaking : *' But,'* fays 

he, with emotion, " I know as well, as any pcrfon the 

G fta *' obftacles, the perils, the fatigues, and nature of the cn- 

vusUfteecb^^ terprize ; yet neither the wcafth, the grandeur, nor the ve- 

io tbe/e- ** terans of Ja/?rw difmay me. There are powers, CFcn ra 

,^^^ *< the empire, who will receive me with open arms ; and I 

«« may aflert^ that a certain late edifl has cooled the flamiog 

** zeal of Saxony^ if it has not wholly extinguiflied it, Be- 

/ •• fides, the imperial arthy fubfifts by rapine and military ex- 

** anions; whereas xhtSwediJb forces are regularly paid, 

- ** though the revenues of the crown be fmall ; and my fd- 

** diers are accuftomed to frugality, temperance, and Virtue 

•* At the worft, my retreat is fecurc ; and my brave troops 

" fhall never want their daily fiibfiftence, though itfliould be 

•• tranfported to them from Sweden. If it be the will of 

•* heaven that Guflavus muft fall in the defence erf" liberty^ of 

*' his country, and of mankind, he pays the tribute with 

*♦ thankful acquiefcence. It is his duty and religion, as a 

<« king, to obey the great Sovereign of kings' without mur- 

«* muring,- and chearfully lo rcfign that^ authority delegated 

** to him for the purpofes of the Divine Being. I (hall yield 

'**'up my laft breath with a firm perftiafion, that Providence 

*• will fupport my fubjefts, becaufe they are faithful and vir- 

•* tuous ; and that my fninifters, generals, and feoators, will 

' ** punctually cifcharge their duty to my child and (ieopley bc- 

** cagfe they love juftice, rcfpeft me, and feelf for their 

^* country*.*' 

This (peefch was d^cifive ; the whole ftates wept : they 
beheld their fovereign as a being of fuperior order; ivere 
fired with his noble I'entiments, and convinced by his rheto-' 
ric. Every thing he required was inftantly granted : the plan 
, for profecuting the war referred wholly to him ; and the 
ftrongeft aflurances given, that they would facrifice their 
fortunes arid lives to fupport the glory of a monarch fo far 
fufpaffing the reft of mankind. 

It was not difficult ioxGuftavus to make the neceflary prepa- 
State of rations. It was the policy of this prince to'keep his affairs on 
hisfeets/ fuch a footing as if he expefiied a rupture with fome neighbour- 
armies^ ing power. He retained a'fet of generals, diftinguifhed for 
(ina fin- genius and valour. His troops were compofed of veterans 
gleaned from the (battered armies 6{ Mam felt ^ duke Chrijlian^ 
lind the kings of Poland and Denmark. AU were incorporated 

/« Harte, ibid, 
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iMflih' the Swidtjh (oldieTs ; all admii^cl the king's virtue, and 
libpn, became the mofl: faithful of ii^s (ubjeSs, from punflilio 
r^nd^ afFe^lion. Teh tboufand jS/9^/i/& ^nd Scotch auxiliaries 
Yerved under his command. RivaKhip and emulation gave 
ipurs to th$ natural valour of. thefe troops. They gained the 
xxMcifidence of Guftmmsy and were hojsou/ed with the.execti* 
•tioQ of. the moft delicate and moft arduous enterprizea. Iq 
Jits fecond Cr^r/72<2n campaign: one would have thought thf 
£%Uddrft> army had been led intirely by Briiijh officers. There 
Jvere not fewer than ftx generals, thirty colonels, andfifty- 
ftoe iaferidr field-officers. The Swedi/h. trpops were hardened 
by a fucceffion of fevere campaigns in Ruffia^ Finland^ LivtH ^ 
may and Prtiffia. They fecracd expr^fly fprmed^t^ endure- la- 
bour and fatigue, no foldiers in the univerfe exceeding them In 
^emperance^ patience, perfeverance, and fubordipacion. Qa 
the eve of this war his whole fcscce amouni^d, tofixty thou? 
fand men, and his fleet;exceeded fcrvjeaty fail,, [counting from 
%^.tj to twenty gan$, and.naanaed^ with fix ^thouland ma* 

SupppRTfiD by.fuch a military and naval ^owcr^ Gt^a^ « -r^ 
^us projeded the vaft defign of humbling the houfe oi Jt^ria .5-0* 
in the zenitlfi of its grandeur, ac(qutr<ijig more weight c in 
the fcale of ^iir^^/, proteding the qpprefled Proteftant. in- 
tereft, and traofmitting his own name, to pofierity ajijong 
thofe of the moft tlluftridus heroes. In .a manifefto^ he.de* 
i:2liared>hi8 reaibns for invading the empire. Here he- invited 
the^Pcateftant ftates ta co-operate with his deltgns, and was 
notdifcouraged at the back wardnefs th.ey e^^prefled, attribute 
idg their caution-to fear. He paidiinle regard to the i^ego/- 
iia^ioo.on. fool! between, the emperor, and the king of Den- 
mark I the motives .of both were kp&wn to him, and he 
pfiofecttted his fchenaes with a conftancy^ perfeverance,. and 
^ircumfpefbon, altx>gether extraordinary in a prince. foy<Qung, 
fo full of ardor, vivacity, and the >loye of glory. Embark- q^^^j,, 
ingbis troops, he: arrived off L5/2'^ji?w on the twenty -fbWth of ^^/^^^jQcj^ 
yune, znd immediately efFeded a landing;, the imperialjft^many. 
evacuating fFalUn and all the fortrefies they pofleffcd. The 
iile otRugiB had before been reduced by gefl.eral Z,^/^ tofe- 
cure a.retreat fliotfld fortune frowa up^9 ^he king's ende^ 
!^>ijrs. Pafling the frifch Gujiavus ftormed Wolgfijh, diil:ribut< 
iog the plunder amongft his troops ; anot))er ftrong fortrefs 
in the neighbourhood fuftained the. fame fate ; and Bannigr^. 
with a garrifon, was left for the defence of thefe conqueds.. 
His next enterprize was againtt Stetiny which he no fponcr 
inverted than the duke of Pomeraniay confenting to receive a 

Stvidija garrifon, the duke> troops were incorporated ^witli 

tha 
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JAi6 kitig*$ irmy. This was a happfttKkc^ wnd gceat^ El- 
jctlitated the ddSgns oX Guftavus^ by tntictpatiiig CiiC'Inipe* 
^ riaiiAs^ vbo w€i;e advanced ^ &r «i QartZj witb a vieip of 
gikining poflcffion of this in^ortaot ciQr.. fiitt the polky ef 
the $civir/^ monardi went farther) he per6i«ded d»e 
to ^txtm an alliance with him ; and dsis aiiiur was cxc 
fo fuddenly, and conduced with iiich addirejfcy that £he 
^for imagined \t muft have hceii ^concerted, lo 
^ this alliance, the king^s troops were receiyed mtp fevwal 
towns of the dutchy, at4 the moft bttur aniraolky iJMti 
hetvjreen the Impehalifts ^d P^m^rmnqiu^ <^^ nrfirfppg ihs 
ether quarter ^ 

- These fuccefles oirerwhelBied the cra|;Hre in coofteraatkAf 
All wMinOoofttfion hy the rapidity of the SxtvAJIj^kii^'s ukotiam, 
iDiftraded by civil diflfention, Gfnifamj^ was in oq roodifiaii 
to* ^ktm the torrent and re&ft the Warlilce (fufimms^ ^fiflie4 
with vi^ry and fupported by the fineft army |d Eursfm^ St- 
fidcs, the Imperialifts were without^ a general^ the fopreaie 
command being difputed by a number of candidasea ^ 
f^tf unequal merit. AU parties i|ffi(led in degpuiiif Jf^JI^ 

f#M i an() the ei|iperor was re4w:ed tQ the neoeffity of povHig 
Che way gently towards his difmiffion* The dedor of Ak 
vmrpA confidered that .general ^s bis nf9\y he tfaoughit hitnljlf 
joithled to the chief command, and yet was ioo jiidict<Ma so 
^^ccept an employment for which be bad no aasiiral genius* 
£loquent, artful, penetrating, and (agacious^ he wanted that 
elevation of feql that conftttutes the hero; yet 
bitioiB of direding the army^ by rafmg to the 
mand one of his creature, to whofe capacity there <caa«U 
poffibly be no objediion. Count %iily was fixed upoii ^ she 
tool fer executing tbefe ddigns : according tl^ geaend 
was vefte4 ^^^ ^^^ conitniAon of vVidt-matechal \ and the 
eleSior was highly elated witb the proiped of 4irefi^qg every 
thing jjgreeabie to his own pTeaiure K 

Mean tirne, GuJiMust^yti^^ reiiBfomd by a ooaiidaeaUe 
body of troops in Finland ^d Livcnia^ iinder the ooodijaftof 
Qufiavus Horn^ refol ved to drive the Imperialifts out of JMU* 
• bnburgi accordingly he attacked ^nd defeated Aem beAie 
Griffenhagerty and then laid ftege to tbait place, which, after 
an obftinate defence, he took hy aflfauk,. The plunder wk 
given to the foMierS) but not the (biaUeft outrage or arrega- 
larity was conimitted ; fuch was the ngid difcjpliiie fliaiiH 
twined in the 5ic¥<s&]^ array. By this and lefs confidecabk 
^n(|ueftS) Gufta^ks opened a pafiage ko Lufetia^ Awulm* 

' ^ l^oofir. I. wi. ^ W- ibid* Pw?wi^o. t. vi. L vL 
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hutgi miSikfia\ but the advanfage was not obtdmcd w}t!i- 

put feme retribution on the fide of the enemy. ^ Count JlBj 

jTivefted N^ew Brandenhurg^ defended fay Knifhaufin and si gar^ 

riibli tof twp thoirfs^nd infentry. Kniphaufen*% inftruAioii^ 

^flrtrt to eyactiate the place and join the rn^in anpy ; b^t iio^- 

giffing be couM withftand aH the efforts of the enemy, he 

l&ept nis ground, and was forced by the younj^ cou|it dt Mon^ 

i^erftriSriSrV who witb^ handful of nfien rufhed impetuoufly intq 

Aie brca:b, drove the befieged before: hicn? and took the town 

f«i^d in hat^d with prod^ious Oatighter. Neat two thoufand 

^it;l;^(f5 'periflied on this occafion, and only Kniphaufeny with 

^ few officers, experienced the demeticy of tbe vi<5or$. iSuJi , 

M)Ui W$8 afieifted iVith the lotS of fo many brave fpldiers j 

Irat he prevented the enemy ftqm deriving any benefit frot^i 

dieir CQnquefl$. He invefted Frankfort oty tbe Oder^ a tow;| 

ftttki^y fortifiedi and garrifofied by nine thoufand veterans, 

filider the condM^t of the coutit Scbomier'g. The king's ar- 

iny employed in the fiege was not more than doubk the nui^i* 

ber ; but his train of artillefy was the fined at that tinie feeq 

in Eur$pi, It exceeded two hundred and fixty pieces of heavy 

batlKrirtg cannon. Tfit defence was obftinatc but fruidefs. 

Gtijffavui ftormed the town, took it fword in hand, ^na 

inad^ the whole garrifon prifonets, except near two Choufand# 

kiited in the breach. 

The reduflion of Frankfort was of the utmoft coniequenc^ 
to Gu/tavus; by means of it he commanded the rivers Elie 
^d Od^ on both lideS, and bad a fair opening, iiolt only to 
the countries abOve-melnfioned, but to Saxonyy and even tbe 
hereditary dominions of the hQufc of Aujlria. The imperial 
^neral was apprifed of this, and to ob&ruft the king's pro- - 
jrefe, refolved laying fiege to Magdeburg^ in hopes of drawr 
tig Guftavus to a battle ; but bis majefty, inftead of march- 
fog to the relief of this city, laid fiege to Landjbergy and 
forced tl^e garrifon^ It was remarkabfe, that the corps be 
^iti^lcfyed in this fiege was fo inconfiderable, that be bad 
thoughts pif fendihg to the main army for a retnforcement 
bi^fbr^ the prifoners Ihould marcb but. As they were gready 
itiperip'r in number, he apprehended they might po^Ebly veiiT 
tute to giye bim battle in ftre open field «. 

AfeOuT this time the Proteftant princes of the empire held Hi MtM 
a diet at Leif^fici^ to 1|^hich Guflihus fent deputies. It VfSL$tJ^ tkaor^ 
)fft>w that be equafly difplayed the taleiits of a foldiet and a^Bran* 
jftafl^fnat). With the utmoft addrpfs, and ileadiiiefs oF con- denburg 

l!ud, he alnaoft doinpellcd tbe eleOors oi Brandenhurg iind^^^^o^ 

ny to em* 

? Barters life of GoftavuF, t. i# Pufpend. ubi fupra. ^^j! ^ 



Saxonj^ into a treaty of , alliance ; and during the n.egotiatioir 
levied contributions fufHcient for the maintenance of his army 
, in the marquifate. This important blow being ftruck, faie 
invefted Grip/tvaU, where Perujij^ a knight of the Golden 
Fleece, commanded. This officer was brave to a degree of 
chivalry ; but difliked by his foldiers on account of his avarice, 
which, next to the love of military glOry, was his predomi« 
nant paffion. Gujlavm was ftruck with the beautiful works 
erecSled by this o$cer for the defence of the place, which 
A. D. however proved of little fervice. PertdfimzdesL fally, and 
1631. was killed, and with him died«the fpirit of the garrilbn. The 
place furrendered, and by this means all Pomerania w^as re* 
duced, for which the king ordered folemn thank/givings to 
be obferved in all the churches of Sweden, He then inarched 
to Guftrowy to the relief of the .dukes of Mecktmburg^ and 
foon reinftated them in all their dominions ^. Wallejiein had 
kept poiTeffion of this dutchy, and exercifed fuch tyranny, 
that Gu/iavus was received as the deliverer of the people; 
and the ceremony of the duke's inauguration performed with 
all poffible magnificence. 

Count Tilly had all this while been employed in the /lege 
, of Magdeburg. He now left Pappenheim before that city, and 

inarched with all the reft of the vmy into Tburingiay to at- 
tack the landgrave of Hejfi Cqffel and the princes of the houfe 
of Saxony f particularly the eledor, who, in confequence of 
his late treaty with Gu/tavus, was regarded as the avowed 
enemy of the houfe of Juftria. The king hearing^ of this 
motion marched towards the Elbe^ encamped at Werbm^ 
where he was joined by the landgrave of Hejfe^ wHo was the 
firft and moft fteady of all his German allies. The emperor 
began now to alter his opinion of Guftavus^ whom he called 
in derifion a king of fnow, that would melt as he approached 
a warmer climate. Contrary to expedation, he found his 
army daily ihcreafmg, and the Swedtjb monarch at the head 
of a' formidable confederacy of German princes. He was 
forced to acknowledge the intrepidity and policy of Guftavus^ 
and he had already experienced the valour of thofe troops 
who were now about to give him more fatal proofs, • 37/^ 
had orders to nlarch into Saxony^ while Pappenheim was com- 
. jnitting the moft horrible cruelties in Magdeburg^ which city . 
he had reduced after an obftiniate ftruggle, Guftavus was inr 
vited by the elector, and prepared with all expedition to 
follow the Impcrialifts into Saxjony. He formed the deilgn 
of recovering Magdeburg^ but was fruftrated by the progrcfs 
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^F325r was making }n the electorates and hy Pmppenbeimh ^xoyfr^He marches 
ing bimfelf withT his whole army into the city, which ma&f(h'wards 
laeceflarily have rendered the fiege tedious. Having relin- Saxon^r. 
quiflied this enterprize, in order to gain the command of the 
river Havel, he ordered Bannier^to attack Havelsburg^ which 
lie petformed with aftonifliing xefolution^ the plac^ being 
forced in fhe fpace of a few hours, and the .whole garrifoa 
taken prifoner9. - Werbm was the next obje£l of the king'a 
operations. Bauditzeh and Ortemberg attacked this fortreft 
^vith undaunted courage, and carried it with condderable 
lofs on both fides, after an obflinate confli(Sl. Nothing in* 
deed feemed impoffible to the Swedijh foldiers, fighting under 
the eye of a . monarch whom they regarded as invincible; 
'Xhefe advantages obliged Tilly to endeavour checking the 
progrefs of the Swedes. With this vi6w he detached the 
vanguard of his army, compofed of the flower of the imperial 
cavalry, within a kw miles of the king's camp, which pro-r 
duced an action unfortunate to Bernftein the imperial genqral^^ 
and aufpicious of farther fucceflfes to Guftavus. After a brific 
Dcirmifli Bernftein was defeated and killed, with fifteen hua* 
d red, of his men; an advantage of the utmoft confequence 
to the king, as it difliearteiled the eneofiy, encouraged his 
own army, and gave hint time, to recal all his detachments*^ 
: N'othing could be more judicious than the fituation upon 
: which Cuftavus fixed. He had it In his povver to attack 
? count Tillyt to prevent the elector of Saxony from wavering 
from his engagements, to retreat or advance to the fouth* 
- v^ard. He was fupplied with every necefiary by means of the 
£1^9 and the fertile furrounding countries. His circumilances 
I were in every refpefl fo fuperior to that of the enemy, that 
i th^ fired Tilfy with indignation, and made him march up to 
; the Swedijh lines and offer battle. Guftavus wifely kept wixhia 
his works. He perceived that the Imperialifts breathed no-*^- 
' thing but vengeance : he knew the fire and courage of the. 
, general from whom fome ftriking blow was expelled, would 
induce him rather to attack the intrenchments than retire : 
Guftavus therefore carefully maintained this advantage. Every 
thing fell out agreeable to his conjedure : Tilly refolved 
upon making trial of his fortune againft Guftavus ; he led* 
bis troops with great intrepidity againft a camp almofl: im-. 
pregnably fortified, and continued firing at the fame time with 
the utmoft fury, from a battery of thirty* two pieces of can-, 
non, whith . however produced no other efFed: than obliging- 
the Swedijb monarch to draw up his army behind the walls 
•f Werben* The Imperialift placed his chief hopes in being 

able 



4 able to nail up tbe enemy's canneB, or ht fiie fo tfmr 

in dtiretfi quarters^ after whtck he propofcd mduog bia 
attack. With this view he bribed CENne pvifoMs% whor 
Tilly h his money and cwrieii hia dtfign to 6i^fafa». Xhr jEiag 
refined, turned the eireumftance to his own advantage, wMi thii 
readine6 ef wit peculiar to him, by ordering fires 'to be 
lighted in difiercnt parts of his camp^ and Ms foidiera tonnif 
tate the noife ef a tumultuous difocderly rabUe.. Tr/^dtt 
^ not doubt hut his ftratagiMn had taken eMi9r ; he led hk arv 
my up to the breach feffb6fed by hit canaoii, where ke ■•! 
received wichfueh a Tolley of grape fltoC as cut otf' the fift 
^ Kne, put in diferder Whole ranks, and rendered tt iapne* 

ticable to bring back tbe fbldiers to the charge; W^hiie ttuf 
were in this confufiott the ImperiaUfts were attafckeA m tiMi 
fear by general BaxJiizen^ who fallied out of anothte 
ter tff the camp with great refolution, fought witk 
fity, and Was received by TUfy with equad vahiur and <apa» 
ti^. Orderiag his army to h^ he bfought the artiUefy t* 
bear, and foon convinced the Swedes that h6 #as fermidaUi 
even in his retreat. The con8i£l was &ort I Ba9i£i^sdmi M 
the tranfpercs of courage, pufhed into the midft of the caeM. 
iny and was taken prifoner, in de<pil» of bb mq& defpema 
' emrts, and was foon after releafed by the incredtUy ferkw 
pufli made by young Falde/tekiywith a fmaH party which 
ks way back with unparalleled reiblution. Here it «raa 
the duke of Saxe-Weymar fi:tk difplaycd that courage 
burll forth in the full blaze of glory at the death of Gmfii 
The lofs on both fid^ was coniM^rabte. The vidory 
bloody to the Swedes^ and the defeat not inglorious to Aft 
ImperialiAs ; but the chief advantage deduced by Qt^tfrnm 
was the retreat of Tr/Zf to Magdeburg^ and the %irita it di& 
fiifed into the SweMJk army, who found themfeivca equal ill 
valour to the enemy, and their king liiperior uk mam 
duAto their celebrated general. ' For the fpace of fifigr y«H% 
Tilly Was efteemed thegreateft'oftcer in Emnpe ; a repntaMt 
founded upon a rapk) courfe of vidories obtained in thiv^ 
fix fueceffive battles. This repulfe fomewhat diminillMd hii 
bigh charader, faded his laurels, and convinced thtf 
that T//^ was neither unnvallfd in the art of war, iiori 
vincible. He even acknowledged, according to Mr. HtmU^^ 
that he was excelled by Gufiavus in the principal pomae^ 
generalfhtp, the fubfifting an army, fortifying a camm 
' paging the artillery, and that intuitive fpim, whicfr at 
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gtatice comprehends the whole dcfign of the enemy,' fincfe tm 
pmper reiburces, and difplays inflantaneocilly al) the corr^6k« 
nefi of ftudy and application. Such a teftioiony ffoin fo ju«- 
4knoii9 a rival is the higheft praife of Gujiavui. 

Soon after this adion the queen of Sweden arrived in the -^^^^-^ 
camp with a reinforcement of eight tboufand infantry, af- Engliih 
ter narrowly efcaping Ihipwrcck, her vcffcl having foun- ^«M^w#' 
iertA at fea. At the fame time a treaty was concluded with '"'^ '^^ 
Charles I, of England^ whereby that monarch permitted the '**'^'* 
msrquis of Hamilton to raife fix thbufend men for the fervice 
of Gujlavtts, By ftipalation, the EngUJh auxiliaries were to 
be comhided to the main army by a body of four tboufand 
Sufeder: they were in every thing to obey the orders of Guf^ 
tatms ; but in the king's abfence to be under the er>tire dn 
ic&ion,of the marqun : and laftly, the whole corps was re-« 

Ststred totake an oath of fidelity to histSic^^^^ majefty. Front 
%c fpirit of this treaty it appears, that Guficnmf defired x» 
be coniidered not in the tight of a fuppliant prince, but at 
tbcrhead,pfoted;or, and ailerter of liberty and religios, oppref^ 
fed by the pride and bigotry of the houfe of Aujirta* The 
marquis Toon railed his contingent, and arriving, by orders 
fwtti Guftavus^ at Bremen^ he found ic impoffible to effedt z 
jon&xon with the Stuedift) army, which made Kim refolve, 
^idioot debarking his troops, to fteer his courfe for the Oder^ 
and land his forces at l^^^ivi. This difconcerted the king^s 
project, and exceedingly irritated hnn, as his intention viras 
that the auxiliaries {bould make a diverfion in the territory 
of Bremen, To make the beft of cireiimftances he now a!^ 
tered .bis plan, and dtfpofed the Britijh corps to ad on -the 
{%ferinftead of the Wefer, France magnified this little army 
to tiiple its number. Germanf was thrown into confufion by 
fc inconfiderid^le a body as fix thoofand men; and TTJfy 
Hound himfelf gravelled in his proceedings. Once he thought 
ef.mardiTtig in perfon againft the marquis ; but th^t ndblc* 
mail's departure for Silepa^ determined him to remforce the 
army tn that country by a f^rong detachment^ to which we 
may in fome meafure attribute the defeat, of which we are 
abootto fpeak» zt L^pjkk. 

ErzR fince the late adipn between the Swedes and Irnpe* 
riafifis, Guftatms kept fn^g within his intrenchmepts, where 
bis army was luxotioufly provided with every necefiarjr. ITi^ 
after hb repuHe made fbveral efforts to furpriie the camp^' 
and draw the king to an engagement; but finding aUen-> 
dieavours fimitlefii, be bent bis^- march towards ftrjm?^, deter^ 
mined either to lay the eleflorate defolate, or compel the 
defior to declare hi favour c^ the emperor;^ Notwithftand- 

ing 
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ing the invitation given Guftavufj the eledor was ^ a&iialijr 
iiegotiating a treaty with the boufe of Aujiria ; but it 
dreaded left the army.uader count TCiUy (hould prove infu£S- 
cient to prote6l him agaioft the refentment of thc^SujediJh mo* 
narch. Op the other hand, the imperial army was no le6 
terrible ; .and while he was thus balancing which of his 
engagements ito perforjoi, Tilly marched iijto the heart of his 
country, and laid^ fiege to Leipjick, Nothing coiild be nuwe 
favourable to Gujiavui than this meafure taken precipLta^elj 
by the imperial general, by which the ele(3x)r was vq, a man- 
ner forced to declare in favour of the Swedes, merely to prc- 
' , ferve his country from utter deftruQion. The king's policy, 

as well , as the count's rafliiiefs, contributed to determine tbf 
ele<Skor. Gujiavus appeared all phlegm and indifference witk 
refpeiSt to which fide he took ; Ttlly was all fire, eagerne^ 
and impetuofity,; he would drive, when Guftavus feduced; 
and endeavoured to accompli& by dint of arms, ivbat die 
other more cfFeflually performed by counfels. Soured by 
numberlefs difappointments^ which rendered his old age fi3| 
more peeviih, and incenfed to fee the laurels coIle<£led b| 
fifty years faithful fervices, withered before the intenfe radiance 
of Guftavus*s glory, he refolved to pour out his whole ven^ 
geance. Recalling, with this view, all his detachments, hfi 
ruflied like a torrent into Saxony^ and overwhelmed w^ich cofy^ 
fternation that unhappy eled^orate, doomed in all ages to be 
the theatre of bloodfhed, horror, and the moft tragic fcenes^.* 
Treaty A PROCEEDING -fo contradictory to common fenfe muft 

nvitb the appear very inconfiftent with the general condufl of the cx- 
tleQor of , perienced Tilly. Some writers . for this reafon endeavour to 
Saxony, throw the blame on the court of Vienna^ and even expre& 
aiHrm, that the count was ordered to ravage Saxony^ and Iza 
fiegc to Leipjick^ unlefs the eleflor immediately declar^ 
againft Sweden, No fooner was Leipftck in vetted, than the 
elector difpatched Aniheim to the king's camp, requefiiim 
him to march to his relief. Though Guftavus was llelighted 
with , a propofal, the happy confequences of which he forc- 
faw, yet be received it with an air of dignity, and toW the 
^imbaflador that nothing more than he had repeatedly pre- 
dicted tp the eleftor had happened. Had his highnefs, he 
faid, followed his admonitions, nQither Magdeburg would have 
^experienced the cruelty of an ineenf^d ^RQttiV> fior Sfxony be re- 
duped to its prefent ^retched fituatiqn.t Jjfe concluded with 
acquainting yirnham^ that he l^ad formed sl proje£l of cm- 
*ploying his troops to .advantage elfewhere, and that honouc 
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tbliged him to affift the eleaorof Brandenburg, and the 
princes of Lnver Saxonj. In the end ,ho«rever be concluded 
a treaty, whereby It was agreed, that the eleaoral prince of 
Saxtny fhould refide as a hoftage in the Swedijh camp j that 
the town oimtUmbergJyo^AZ be put into his hands j that 
the eleaor Aould furnifli his troops with three months pay; 
that he ihould produce the traitors of the Aujirlan faaion. 

who bad perverted his counfels, and fubmit their punifhmcn? 
tothekmgj andlafty, that a treaty ofFenfive and defenfive 
Ibould. immediately take place between Swedin and Saxon,. 
This treaty was immediately ratified by the eleaor, and a 
^.cty of other conditions added ; fuch as, that not only 
fttumbers, but the whole eleftorate {hould be open to^he 
Sv>edt^ troops m cafe of a retreat ; that a month's pay fliould 
immediately be advanced, and fecurity given fqr the remain. 
fler ; that a lift of the traitors fliould be given to the king 
and full liberty to difpofe of them in whkt manner he thought 
proper : m a word, Arnheim was inftrufted to acquaint the 
king, that not only the prince his fon, but the eJeaorhim- 
felf, propofed icfiding in the Swedijh camp, as he was deter- 
mined to embark hu life and fortune in the caufe of Gu/ia 
twjand of Sweden. It was farther, added, on the par^ of 
the cicaor, that he would undertake to fubfift the Swedijh ar 
my during us rcfidence in his dominions j that he would re 
fign the chief command entirely to the king, and enea2a 
his honour not to conclude a peace without the intire an- 
ient and approbation of Gujiavus <=, 

In this fituation flood afFairs, when Tilly invefted Utpfick 
with an army compofed of forty-four thoufand veterans He 
fummoned the governor immnwJiately to furrender, denoun- 
cuigthe fame vengeance if he refufed that had been poured 
down upon Magdeburg. The governor requefted liberty to 
confult the eleaor ; but this being denied, he quietly obeyed 
tte fummons. Next day he capitulated for the caille of 
Pajfenberg, that might have eafily ftood a fiege fuflicientjy 
long for the Swedijh army to come to its relief. The elcc 
*°'"'J:""g«*at the lofs of this valuable city, ported to the 
Swedtjb camp, ordered his army to join the kiwg's with ail 
expedition, and fo preffingly infifted upon giving the enemy 
battle, that Guftavus yielded to his eagernefs. TtUv exoeaed 
to have attacked the Saxons feparatelyj /or which lurpofe he 
had quitted his advantageous fituation before LeipM and 
advanced to Brechtenfeld. Here Gufiavus refolved to' fight 
him OB equal terms. Accordingly he marched his army within 
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fight of the Imperialiftsy and there halted to refrelh the ibl- 
dicrs. It was cxpei^ed X\\2X Altringery with a ftrong rein- 
forcementy would in a few days join the count), and this pre- 
Battlaa cipitated the king's meafures. On the fevcnth day oi Sfptem- 
Leipfick* ifgr he led his troops in the moft beautiful order to the field 
of battle, marching flowly and filently, the Swedes formiflg 
one column on the right, and the Saxons another on the 
left, each amounting to fifteen thoufand men. Ttlfyy dif- 
dainingjthe afliftance of a fecond line, drew up in onevaft 
front, in hopes poflibly of furrounding the flanks of the king's 
army i but every experienced officer in the field prognoSi- 
cated the event of the engagement, from the excellency of 
the Swedijh difpofition. Gujiavus^ diftinguifhed by a greea 
feather in his hat, led on the attack againft that wing of the 
Imperialifls conducted by Pappenheim ; and after a violent con- 
flidi drove that brave general back to fuch a diftance, as 
gained his troops a point of the wind, by which the fmoke 
fell upon the enemy, and confiderably embarrafTed their pro- 
cee4ings. This extraordinary effort was made in order to 
get without the reach of a vaft battery, with which count 
T^lfy played furioufly on the Swedijh flank. Mean time ge* 
neral Bannier cut in pieces the troops of Holjietn^ headed by 
their brave duke, who being clofed in between two columns 
of Swedesy received a mortal wound, upon which his fotdien 
begged quarter. Pappenheim was all the while making the 
moft furious attacks on the Swedijh column, in hope of le* 
gaining his former fituation. Seven times he led on bis 
troops to the charge^ and was as often repulfed by the Sweiti^ 
though unfupported by the Saxons^ who were foon driven off 
the fieW by count Tiilly, Now the Whole imperial flrength 
was pointed againft the Swedijh left, where general Horn com- 
manded ; but hefuftained the attack with admirable firmnefs, 
until he was relieved by Gujiavus^ who would feem to have 
placed but little confidence in the Saxons. Without being at 
all difcompofed at their retreat, he ordered general Teufil 
with the centre to affift Horn ; which he performed with fuch 
intrepidity, that Tilly's prudence, authority, and example, 
could not prevail on the Imperialifts to renew the attack. 
Here it was that the Scotch regiment firft praftifed the method 
of firing by platoons, to which Mr. Haru afcribes the afto- 
nifhment^and confufion that appeared in the Imperial army. 
In a word, the enemy were defeated, all except their centre, 
compofed of eighteen regiments of veteran infantry, accuf- 
tomed to victory, and tleemed invincible. The eflorls they 
made to maintain their reputation were glorious. Pierced 
through, and fwept ofF in whole lines by the 'artillery, they 

never 
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Dtvcr (hrunk or fell into confufion. Four regiments \t\ parti- 
cular, after their officers had been killed, formed themfclves, 
and retiring to the ftirtsof the wood behind, bafBed the 
united efforts of the Swed'tjh army, and never demanded quar- 
ter, but were to a man cut in pieces. Tilly (hed tears at 
the fate of his brave fValloons^ and at laft retreated with il 
kind of triumph at the head of fix hundred men, who were 
not to be conquered. It was, however, to the darknefs of 
the night, more than their valour, that they owed their fafe- 
ty : had not this cover feafonably interpofed, they muft necef- 
farily have been opprefTed with numbers^ and fhared the fate 
of their brave companions. Ttlly was once taken prifoner, 
and refufing to furrender, a Swedijh officer fired, his piflol j 
but, miiiing his aim, was fliot dead by the xiuke of Saxe^ 
. Lawenhurgy who had the honour of relcafing his general, 
and preventing the accumulated difgrace of imprifonment to 
be added to the other misfortunes of this veteran h^ro. Seven 
> thoufand Imperialifls were left dead on the fields four thou- 
fand were taken prifoners, all were difperfed, a fine train of 
artillery was lofl, and above an hundred flandards, enfigns, and 
other military trophies ; but, what was more than all, the 
emperor's meafures were intirely broken, and the projedls of 
the Catholic league wholly difconcerted. The defign of Ptf- 
land likewife to break the league, and attack Pruffiay while ^ 
Guftavus was employed in Saxony^ vaniflied intQ fmoke. On 
the contrary, the German Proteftant interefl took courage, 
and began to plan the means of totally throwing pflF the yoke 
of imperial bondage. Such were the confequences of this 
important vidlory *, which raifed the military reputation of 
Guftavus to the higheft pinriacle of glory, and will tranfmit 
him to pofterity among the greatefl warriors of Europe. 

It is however the general opinion, that Gujiavus diftin- Mifiaie 
guiftied more genius in obtaining than judgment in \^\yx^M\vig committed 
this victory. Had he advanced to Vienna du^ring the coiiilerna- hy Gulla- 
tion of the Imp^rialifts, and before they had time to colle6t vus. ^ 
their fpirits and forces, it is piobable the emperor would have 
been forced to abandon his capital, and leave his hereditary 
dominions to the mercy of the conqueror. Inftead of this the 
king attacked Mujburgy and put the garrifon, con fitting of a 
thoufand men, to the (word ; after which he entered the circle 
of Franconia^ while the eleftor of Saxony was laying fiege tO 
Leipfic, Thus Tilly was left at liberty to unite his difperfed 
forces, 'and again to form a very confiderable army, by the 
jundlion of ihs corps under general Altrlnger and Fuggn\ The 
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truth bj Guftavus apprehended that Tiily might fall upontlae 
/ Saxonsy while he was ravaging the Aufirian hereditary domi- 

nions, by which means he might be deprived, not only of an 
ally, but of the free quarters provided for his troops in cafe of 
the neceiEty of a retreat. It was this that prevented his pur- 
* filing the enemy through Brmfwick to the Wejer^ which it 

was apprehended would be equally prejudicial to the common 
caufe as an irruption into Jvjiria, fince it might draw 
the whole load of the war on the princes of Lower Saxonjj 
and expofe to the enemy's fury the ProteRants of the higher 
circle. This circumftance, and the advice of the elefior of 
' Saxony J determined Gujlavm to penetrate into Franconia^ by 
which means he hoped to gain the aflFedions of all the re- 
formed in Germany, His chancellor, Oxen/iierny reroonftratcd 
againft this meafure ; but the duke of fveimar flfongly fup- 
ported it, and at 1 aft carried his point. 

G IJSTAVV S fent certain perfons of credit to engage the 
Proteftants of High Germany in his intereft, and the fcheme 
fucceeded ; all freely declared in his favour, except the town 
7h tro' ^^ Nuremberg^ which raifed a variety of fcruples. In From* 
pre/sof ^^^ ^^^ ^^"S reduced a numbef of places, particularly the for- 
f^^ trefs of Workburgy to the relief of which. Tilly marched, but 

Swedes, too late to execute his purpofe. He had by that time affisn* 
bled an army of eighteen thoufand infantry, and eighty-two 
troops of horfe, and was foon after joined by Charles duke of 
Holjieiri with twelve thoufand men, fo that he again exceeded 
the Swedijh army in point of numbers. Difappointed in bis 
intention to relieve fForkburg^ he direfted his march towwdj 
RottenbeVgr but had the misfortune to lofe four regiments, wbo 
were attacked and cut in pieces by a 5wf^2r^ detachment. Af'' 
ter this advantage it was that the king furprifed Hanau and 
Frankfort'on the Maine^ turning from thence to the fide of the 
Palatinate^ at that time poflefted by the Spaniards. On his en- 
tering the country he demanded to know of the governor Dt 
Syha, whether he was to r^egard him as a friend or an enemy? 
and upon being anfwered, that his inftrud:ions were to affifi 
the eleftor of Mentz againft the Swedes^ he deliberated whe- 
ther he fhould not declare war againft the Spaniards^ or only 
treat them as the alliesx)f the Catholic league, without com- 
ing to an open rupture with the court of Madrid^ which lattci 
opinion prevailed, from an apprehenfion that the Swedifl) com- 
merce might fufFer from the depredations of the Dunkirkeru 
However, he cut in pieces a corps of Spaniards^ who endea- 
voured to obftruft his progrefs, and threw themfelves in bis 
way at Oppenheim. The Spaniards who garrifoned the city 
2 ' MentXy 
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JHentz^ furrendered by capitulation, and were conduded to 

Luxemburg.' 

So rapid was the progrefs of Gujiiwm^ that the court of Vienna 
fent every where begging afliflance, and foliciting tke Catho- 
lic princes to arm in fupport of their religion. Yet what moft 
embarrafled the emperor was, the difficulty of finding a gene- 
ral capable of making head againft Gujiavusy whole name be- ' 
came terrible in Germany, Tilly s good fortune would feem 
to have forfook him ; and hi« imperial majefiy by no means 
approved of the propofal made by the Spaniards of fetting the 
young king of Hungary to pppofe fo mafterly a genius as the 
^ivedijh monarch, notwithHanding be could bring powerful 
levies into the field. The general voice favoured tVallefteir, 
an old experienced general, greatly beloved by the foldiers, 
and fo rich that he could raife an army at his own expence. 
But one difficulty remained ; it was a queftion whether that 
haughty officer would accept of the command of which he 
bad been once deprived. At length this objection was fur-- 
mounted \ IValleJlein^ at the inftigation of his friends, was 
perfuaded to accept of the charge for the enfuing campaign, 
by which time he engaged confiderably to augment the 
army at his own expence. He performed his word, and in a 
icw months drew no lefs than forty thoufand men out of the 
emperor's hereditary dominions, which may be juftly num- 
bered among the unhappy confequences of Gujiavus\ failing 
to purfue the blow given at Leipjkk ^« 

For the whole winter the Swedijb army in a manner kept ^, jy^ 
the field, as they were continually fent in flrong detachments 1632.* j« 
to reduce certain towns, which might precipitate the opera* 
tionsof the fubfequent campaigns ; and in the fpring a fruit- 
lefs negotiation was fet on foot by the king of* Spain for 
obtaining a neutrality for Bavaria, and feveral other Catholic 
ftates. Before the fummer approached, the Swedes had re- 
duced Crantznachj Bobenhaufen^ and Kirchberg on the Mojelle j 
they bad retaken Magdeburg in Lower Saacony \ William duke 
of JVeimar had got poileffion of Gozlar^ Notheim^ Gotingen, 
and Duderjiadty while the landgrave William made great [pro- 
grefs in Wejipljalia. Guftavus Horn^ indeed, had been repuU 
fed with lofs before Bamberg ; but ];ie had his revenge by en^ 
tirely deftroying two regiments of Imperialifts. To prevent 
the lofs before Bamberg from affecting his troops, the king re- 
folved to give battle to Tilly^ who was marched into Bavaria 
to keep the Swedes from gaining footing in the electorate. He ^ 
purfued the imperial general through a vaft tra£l of coun- 
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tty, came up with and defeated his rear guard, and re* 
duced a variety of towns and fortreflcs on the Danuhty pene- 
trating as far as Ulm. Advancing to the Leck^ count Ttllf 
pofted himfelf in a' wood on the oppofite fide to difpute bis 
paiTage ; arid the king endeavoured to diflodge the Imperialifts 
by a terrible regular fire from the mouths of feventy pieces of 
cannon. The flaughter he made was dreadful : Tilly was 
wounded by a cannon ball in the knee, and died a few days 
zlf.?. , . before he muft have fuftained the difgrace of lofing the chief 
kUed command. On the night following (he Imperialifls evacuated 
the poft, fome retiring to Ingoljiadty and others to Newhurgy 
leaving the pa (fa ge fiee to the £ft;<fi(^ monarch. Upon this 
the king led his whole army into the eledlorate of Bavaria^ 
and put garrifons into i^m And Newburg^ which were aban* 
doned by the Imperialifts. Augjburg was next reduced with 
little trouble, and Guftavus exaded an oath of fidelity from 
the inhabitants, not only to himfelf but to the crown of Swe- 
den, What his motives were for fo unpopular an a£fc, we can- 
not conjed^uie : certain it is that the meafure gave great um- 
brage to feveral well-difpofed perfons of the Germanic body, 
, who now began to harbour fufpicions that he entertained far- 
ther notions than the mere defence of the Proteftant intercft. 
From Augflmrg the Swedes marched further with defign to lay 
a bridj;e over the Danube^ to chace {h^ Bavarians out of their 
own country, and to get poflcflion of Ratijbon ; but this de- 
fign was fruftrated by means of two flrong forts on the river. 
One of thefe indeed fur rendered, but the Swedes were repulfcd 
before the other ; and the king had in the attack a horfe kil- 
led under him, and the marquis of Baden (hot by his fide. 
After all his efforts, he was bafHed in the defign of gaining pof- 
feilion of Ratisbon, into which the Bavarians had thrown a 
very numerous garrifon. 

While the Swedes were before Ingolftadty ambafladors ar- 
rived in the camp from the king of Denmark^ offering that 
prince's mediation to terminate the differences between Swe^ 
den and the houfe of Auftria. To their propofal Guftavus an- 
fwered, that no folid peace could be obtained,- until the Pro- 
teftant intereft united, and obliged the Catholics to grant fuch 
condhions as might fecure their future tranquillity. Some- 
thing ftronger was neceffary to tie them down to their en- 
gagements than mere wax and parchment. As the ambafla- 
dors had no inftruftions to propofe any thing farther, the ne- 
gotiation ended as it begun. Guftavus refolved to fet bounds 
to the Aufirian ambition, and would Jiften to no conditions 
which had not that objed in view. Retiring now from Ingd* 
Jiqdt^ he; inteQded to }et the Bovarimf feel the fiune barbari- 
. . * tiw 
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ties which their prince had exercifcd for feme years againQ the 
Proteftants of the empire ; and accordingly laid Morzb&urg^ 
t'reifengen^ and Landjhut^ in afh^s. The inhabitants of Mu'- 
nich faved their city by their fubmiilion ; they brought the keys 
to GuJlavuSy and he contented himfelf with feizing upon 
forty pieces of cannon, which he ordered them to fend to 
Augsburg, As the peafants collefted themfelves in bodies, 
and murdered all the ftragglers from the Sw^di/h czmpy the 
king ordered their houfes to be burnt, and at one time de- 
feated a confiderable body of militia, joined to the elector's 
regular forces. 

While (Su/tavus was employed in the redu£lion of Bava^ 
rky Walleftein had affembled a vaft army. He was intreated 
by theele<^or to come to the affiC^ance of his people ; but in 
revenge of the preference he obtained for count Tilly ^ the ge- 
neral fuflFered him to remain for fome time in the utmoft per* 
plexity. Inftead of dire^ing his arms to Bavaria^ he turned ThaltS^r 
fuddenly towards Bohemia^ with a view of drawing the Saxons §/ Saxony 
out of that kingdom, notwithftanding they h4d for the feafon nvofi/ers in 
but little promoted the common caufe, owing to the practices l^isatt^cb^ 
of Arnheim^ who was the friend of Walleftein^ and thefccret *'^' ^^ 
enemy of Guftavus^ He had been reproached by the king for Guftavus, 
his cowardice; and though he had not the foul openly to re- 
fentthe indignity, yet he tould never forgive the king's rail- 
Iciy, when he complainefd of the injury done his reputation* 
It was this chiefly which fixed him the inveterate enemy of 
Sweden^ and fet him on contriving, by every fecret artifice, 
the' means of detaching the eleftor from the Proteftant alli- 
ance ; a projeft not very eafy in the execution, after the im- 
portant fervices the king had done Saxony, From thefe mo- 
tives he prevented the progrefs of the Saxon army in Bohemia^ 
and fufiered Walleftein to gain an eafy vidory, in hopes that 
the eleflor, his matter, a prince devoted to pleafure, would foon 
tire of foreftlefs and warltke an ally as Guftavus. Others of 
the eledlor's counfellbrs were llkewife in the emperor's intereft. 
They continually founded in his ears, that the Swedijh mo- 
narch afpired at the imperial diadem ; if he fucceeded they 
alledged, that his highnefs would find himfelf in different cir- 
cumftanccs than atprefent, under the government of the houfe 
of Aujiria» The dukes of Weimar^ who had ftrongly inft- 
nuated themfelves into the king's good graces, would then 
probably lay claim to the elefloral dignity. The eleftor of 
Palatine^ they faid, would, doubtlefs endeavour one day to re- 
venge the injuries done him by the Saxons, It was evident 
from his condufi: 2X Augsburg^ that Qujlavus propofed annex- 
ing Germany to the crovm of Sweden ) and it was an affront 
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to an ele^or, who was at the head of the Proteftant leag^e^ 
to he rendered fuhordinate to a barbarous northern prince*' 
With fuch arguments did his courtiers roufe the pride, amo- 
tion, and terror of this prince, while his Danijh thajefty la- 
boured, by a different method, to hold the balance even be- 
tween Gujiavus and the emperor. This was no other than 
' forming an alliance with England, Holland, and the circles of 
Ae Higher znd Lower Saxony \ Moved by difFerent reafonsj 
and aSuated by a variety of contrary motions, theeledorwas 
greatly embarraffed ; but the difgraceful manner in which bis 
troops had been driven out of Bohemia by Wallejleiny con- 
firmed his pacific difpofition. 

PAPPENHEIM^s fuccefi, as well as the advantage ia 
. JSohemiay raifed the fpirits of the Imperialifts. After Guftmrn 
had recalled the dukes of TFeimar and Bannier from Lower Sax' 
^^yj to join him in Bavaria, Papper{heim reduced and cruelly 
ravaged great part of the country. He defeated a party of 
Swedes before Haxten, reduced Eimheck^ and made an irrup- 
tion into Bremen, as far as Stad£, which he now propofed ced- 
ing to the king of Denmark, with a view of embroiling him 
with Gujiavus, The prppofal to the court of Copenh^en was 
made with the utmoft fecrecy. ChriJKan long wanted the op- 
portunity of feizing upon Bremen ; and the only difficulty in 
embracing the offers of the Imperialifts arofc from the appre- 
henfion of breaking with Sweden. To try the temper of the 
Swedes, a body of troops was fent to Gltukfladt and Ffthwr^ 
under feme fpecious pretence , but they ho fooner arrived than 
the king of Sweden ordered them to quit the country, and on 
their exprefiing fome reluflance, the archbiftiop of Bremen be- 
gan to enter upon meafures to compel them. The Sweiei 
were direfled to affift the archbifhop, and even to make an 
irruption into Holftein, fhould it be found neceffary 5 upon 
s which Cfo7/?75« perceiving the difficulty of the enterprize, 
thought proper to apologize tQ G^ftavuSy and recal hb 
forces. 

But the Swsdljh arms were not altogether fuccefsful againft 
the Imperialifts. Pappenheim defeated the archbilhop's ca- 
valry at IFerden, and furprifed .a body of Swedijh infantiY 
before Stade. Three Swedijh regiments were likewife cut off 
near Kedingen ; neverthelefs Pappenheim was forced to retirCi 
and withdraw the garrifon from Stade, of which the Swtdii 
took immediate pofTeffion. The Spaniards too were "fuccefs- 
ful on the Upper Rhine, where, befides a number of other 
places, they reduced Spire. As the prince of Orange ^ 
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Bigdc an irruption into Brabant^ they were recalled to the JVi- 
therknds^ Which put a flop to their conqueffs, and fubjeded 
their rear to a defeat from the SwedeSy who purfued them a$ 
far as Treves^ and took a great number of prifoners. As tp 
GuftavuSy he found fuflScient employment in Higher Gtrmany^ 
• JValleJieiny and the eleftor of Bavaria^ menaced, giving biin 
batde with greatly fuperior forces'. From a viftory they pro- 
pofed nothing lefs than the intire fupprcffion of the Proteftant 
inteiejl ; and circumftances confidered, they had jthe utmofl: 
reafon to expedl that fortune would be propitious. The Swedes 
were difperfed through every quarter of Germany 5 the forces 
led by Guftavus were inconfiderable ; they hoped to fall upoa 
him before he could be joined by his detachments ; but they 
did not refle£):, that the genius of Guftavus was equal in itr 
felf to an army, and that his intuitive quicknefs never fufierej 
him to be at a iofe upon the moft critical occaGons. After 
the elector had ftrongly garrifoned Ratisbon and Ingolftadly be 
inarched to Eger to join JValhftein, The king purfued bias 
through the Upper Palatinate^ in hopes of giving him battlf . 
before the armies vt^ere united ; but the expedition of the Ba-" 
varians obliged him. to return to Hirsburg, where he cndea^ 
youred to chufe an encampment where he could not be forced^ 
or reduced to the neceiBty of fighting with unequal numbers* 
The fituation he fixed upon -was in the neighbourhood of Nu-^ 
remburg i^thc plunder of which place fValleftein had pror 
mifed his troops, as foon as they had difpoileifed the Swedijh 
garrifon« To draw the king from this poft, the Impcriali^ 
tnade a motion as if he proposed entering Saxony ; but Guftavu^ 
was too well acquainted with his ftratagems to be deceived^ 
After boafting that a few days {hould determine whether th^ 
king of Sweden ox himfelf were to be the mailers of the uni- 
verfe, he changed his purpofe of fighting, faid be had fought 
battles enough, and he would now try another method of gain* 
ing vidories. His defign was to ilarve the king in his camp, 
oblige him to quit his poft, and thus evacuate Nuremburg* 
Flattered with this hope he encamped in an advantigeous fitu* 
ation, detaching a great, body of cavalry to occupy the neceflary 
pods. In efFeS, he obliged the Swedes to leave o(F their fo- 
ragings ; but they were plentifully fupplied from Nuremburg, 
In this manner the armies lay encamped for feveral weeks^ 
until the king, being reinforced by fifteen thoufand mcp,.drew 
out his troops and offered battle, which fValUftein refufedi 
not caring to leave the fate of the empire to be decided by ^Gadavus 
fingle engagement. Finding Walleftein was determined " '''/"(^^ 
againft fighting, Gvftavm raked vaft batteries againft his camp^ ^F Wallef- 
which he played with unremitting fury^ in order to draw him^^^°* 
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otit of his lines ; but failing in his purpofe, hercfolved to at- 
tack his intrcnchments fword in hand. Moft of his genetaU 
}^ vain endeavoured to difluade him from this meafure ; but 
the king was refolute. He began the attack, fupported it 
with the utraoft vigour, relieved one party by another, con- 
tinued the engagement for feveral hours, and was ^t laft forced 
to retire with the lofs of* two thou (and men, without making 
tbeleaft impreflion. The landgrave oiHefj'e^ and othtr Germam 
in the king's army, complained, that he employed their troops 
in thofe defperate attacks, as if their lives was a matter of in- 
difference 5 and indeed a general murmuring and difcontent 
prevailed in the camp, at a flep fo rafh, precipitate, and fa- 
tal, which might juftly be deemed the greatcft error in the 
€x>ndu£t of Guftavus ^ an error artfmg from the impetuofity 
of his courage ^ 

* Thus flood affairs 2i l^uremhurg^ while Pappenheim W2ls 
performing great adiions in Lower Saxony. In divers ren- 
<:ounter8 and bloody fkirmiflies, he defeated the allies. The 
troops of Heffe were put to the rout near Walkmarfen ; the 
duke of Lunenburg^ and general BauditZy were forced to aban- 
don the fiege of Callenberg, Next he relieved Wolfenhuitk^ 
reduced Hildejheimy and took the route of Thuringen^ in order 
to Join IValleftein, His fucceffes were chiefly owing to the, 
diflenfions among the confederates, the rivalfhip of the Swe- 
1^ generals, and the defire each had of commanding a fepa- 
tate corps, which dividing their ftrength, rendered them' an 
cafy prey. Bauditx was among thofe whofe ambitipn exceeded 
their prudence. He had acquired reputation as a genera! of 
cavalry ; but his vanity led him to defire the command of in- 
fantry. He had performed excellent, fervice in a fubordinatc 
ftation : this was his prop'er fphere, and not what he eagerly 
grafped at, the command of a feparate army. The mifcon- 
du£t and treachery of Arnhetm rendered the confedrate arms 

^ equally unfuccefsful in Saxony and Mifnia: They confifted of 
(ixteen thoufand -men, a force fufficient to perform great ac- 

. tions ; yet was nothing effected befides the reduction of Glo- 
gau. Arnheim held a fecret correfpondence with WalUfteky 
and removed from the frontiers of Mifnta^ in order to facili- 
tate the intended irruption of the imperial general, and difpofe 
the efeSor more powerfully to pacific meafures. The Spa- 
niards affifted Arnheim in his endeavours to detach his mafter 
from the Swedijh intereft ; but Guftavus omitted nothing that 
could engage the fidelity of that prince. He fent the count 
palatine Saltzbach to Auguftus^ to fet befoic his eyes every ob- 
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jecl that could captivate his judgment. He infifted upon the 
neceflity of uniting the Proteftants, as a proper barrier agaipft 
the houfe of Auftria^ and the only meafure that could pre- 
vent their being enflaved fmgly. All the power of that am- 
bitious family ai-ofe from the difcord of the confederates. A 
refolution to ad with unanimity would foon tjiirn the fcale in 
their favour, and enable them to chufe an emperor out of 
their own number. The count added, that confidering the 
fervices performed by Guftavus Adolphus^ in refouing the 
. princes of the empire from bondage, no one had fo good a 
right to the imperial diadem. The gratitude of the eledors^ 
and his own fignal merit; the. power he had to defend the 
reformed religion, to curb the mfolence of the Catholics, and 
to enlarge the Proteftant intereft, confeflTedly raifed the Swedijh 
monarch above all rivalfhip. Nor was the elector of Brdn^ 
denburg lefs ftrenuous in urging the neceflity of a general af- 
fembly and union of the rrot^nts. This prince was en- 
tirely devoted to Guflavm^ from the profped he had of efta* 
blifhing an alliance between their families, by the marriage of 
the eleSoral prince to Chriftina princefs of Sweden, To ac- 
complifh this purpofe, he laboured with the utmoft zeal^ 
from which he hoped to deduce an immediate advantage ; 
namely, that of avoiding certain difputes likely to arife con^ 
cerning Pomeranid* However, the ele(Sor of Saxortfs an* 
fwers were general ; nothing to the purpofe could be extorted 
from him, and he declined with great addreis, touching upon 
principal bufinefs, becaufe he propofed fquaring his condudl 
according to conjunctures ^. 

These Jiegotiations Guftavus was carrying on, while he 

rcfided at the camp at Nuremburg. He refblved now to quit 

this fituation, becaufe he could neither oblige fFalUftein to 

evacuate his poft or give battle. Before he decamped a ftrong 

garrifon was thrown into Nuremburgj in cafe of an attack ; 

and then Guftavus divided his army into two corps. The 

command of one he gave to duke bernardy with orders to re- 

main'in Franconia j the other he led in perfon towards the 

Danube and Bavaria. Immediately WaUeJiein broke up, and 

bent his courfe to Mifnia^ with intention to oblige the eledor 

of Saxony to detach himfelf from Guftavusy and to draw the 

Swedes out of Bavaria to the fuccour of their ally. Already 

general Holken was committing dreadful ravages in Votgtland : 

this altered the king's intention of protecting the Proteftant 

princes, to which he was ftrongly advifed by Oxenftiern. Cou- 
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riers every minute arrived from Saxony^ and prefling letters from 
die ele6lor,requefting his immediate affiftance. Without refleA- 
hig upon the inconftarncy of Auguftus^ he genereufly flew to 
hs aid \ he pitied his misfortunes, while he defpifed his con- 
duit He feared left his confternation would induce him to 
itrike up ^ peace with the emperor, to the' prejudice of &?■ 
din and her allies ; and he hoped, that being (b near might 
nmedy the diforders that prevailed in the ftates of Lmutr 
&axo7sy. Leaving Guftavus Horn with an army in Aljact^ 
where he had made confiderable conquefts, and Birkenfelity 
count- palatine, in Bavaria^ he joined count Bernard^ tad 
inarched with incredible diligence to Mifnia^ where the 
Imperialifts were aflembling their whole ftrength. 'He had 
recalled the duke of Lunenburg from Lower Saxony^ and that 
prince was advanced as far Wallemherg to join him ; but bear- 
kig that the enemy were encamped at tVeifenfelh^ and that 
Pappgnhetm had been detached with a ftrong corps, Guftceum 
Tefolved to attack the Imperialifts before they could again ef- 
feft a jun^ion. With this intentiori he marched to Lutzen^ 
P J ^ where he fought that memorable battle that robbed Sweden of 
L tee bw^grcateft monarch. He attacked ^^tf//^«» with incredi- 
ble ftiry ; the Swedijh infantry behaved with aftonifliing va- 
lour, iKoke the Imperialifts in defpite of their utnioft endea- 
'Vours takeep firm, and took all their artillery. The cavalry 
not being able to pafs the river To expeditioufly as the king 
ibought neceftary, he led the way, attended only by the re- 
giment of Smaahndi and the duke d Saxe-Laweniurg ; he 
Guftavus charged with impetuofity, and was killed, as Puffendarff al- 
is killed, ledges, by the treachery of the duke, who, being corrupted 
by the emperor, (hot him in the back, amidft the heat of the 
aflion (A). 

Thh 

; (A) With refpefl to the king's that a prince of his birth and 

Aeath there are a variety of dif- general charadler, could poffibly 

ferent opinions. Some writers a/Tuniethecharafter ofabafeai- 

pofitiyely aflert, that the duke faflin : he therefore fafFered him 

^f SaxeLa^enhurg was the au- conftantly to attend his perfon, 

" thor : that he had entered him- out of refpedl to his rank, ft 

jetf as a volunt^er'in the Swedijh is the opinion of other writerSf 

&rvice, under pretence of fome th?bt having defeated the ene- 

affront given him by the empe- my's right wing, the king wai 

Tor s and' that Oxenfiiern can- pofting with all expedition ^ 

tioned the king againft confiding the other wing» where d^ 

in a prince, i^ofe defertion Sivedes were put in cojifuto* 

fiiewed how little he regarded On his way he met a company 

the laws of honour. Gufia*vus, of imperial horfe, who ran hu"* 

however, could not conceive, down, and trampled him u^^^^ 
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* TiiB report of his death foon fpread itfelf over the whole 
army : the Imperialifts now made fure of the vi6lory, but they 
were deceived. Animated by rage and defpair the Swedes i^- 
doubled their efFor(s> and determiped to perifh or revenge 
thfeir brave monarch. Their attack was furious and irrefifti- 
ble; the Imperialifts were broke, defeated, and driven from 
the field, juft as Pepfenheim^ with his freih corps, came lip to 
their affiflance. This for a time ftemmed the torrent ; the 
adion was renewed, znAPappenheim performed miracles, but he 
could not refift the impetuofity of the Swedes, He was mortally 
wounded, and the Imperialifts a fecond time were defeated 
and difperfed, with the lofs of nine thoufand men (lain in the 
field and purfuit. However, the vidory was bloody, and in- 
deed fatal to Sweden and the Proteftant cauie, as it was pur- 
chafed with the life of the magnanimous Adolpbus^ the darKng 
of his fubje£b, the terror of the houfe of Auftria^ and the 
admiration of Europe. I^wouM be unneceflary to dwell upon 
his charader \ every a£):ion of his life difplayed the hero, the 
ftatefman, and the fovereign ; all was noble, fut>lime,v and 
generous ; even the (hades of his reputation proceeded from 
a virtuous ambition, the infcparable attendant on, true eldva*- 
lion of foul. 
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their feet. The inoft prevail - 
iflg ndlion is, that receiving a 
pilol-bollet in the arm that 
Mattered the bone, hev endea- 
voured to conceal the woond for 
fear of difpiriting his troops ; 
bat overcome with the extre- 
mity of the pain» he was re^ 
tiring from the field> when a 



foldier, who did not know hiniy 
levelled his piece,' and killed 
him on the fpot. Amidft faeh 
difcordant aftertions, it is im- 
pofiible to afcertain the* truth. 
Saificient it is, that all agree 
the Imperiali0s were womed 
before the king fell (i). 



(i) Vid^ Harte, Loccen, Pt^end. &c, uH fupra^ 



SECT. IX. 

Containing the Reign of Chriftina to her Abdication in 

the Tear 1 654. 



« 
QJVE DE N was plunged intb the deepeft affliflion by the Stare of 
^ death of Gufiavus. In an inftant fhe beheld herfelf hurled Sweden ; 
from the fummit of glory and power, to the dreadful condi- ef t^ dl- 
tion of £Uling a prey to her neighbours, of bein^ opprefl'ed,/r>' ; ^f^ 

ruined, ?/" '^^/?- 

pmaltfis. 
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A. D. ruined, and enflaved. The crown-was fettled upon a female 
1633. infant ; diviGons were likely to arife about the tutelage of the 
queen \ a foreign war exhaufted the finances, depopulated the 
country, and de(troyed commerce ; and the nation was threat- 
ened with all the horrors of a tedious minority. The fignal 
vi£iory of Lutzen^ and the unfortunate circumAances of the 
Imperialifts, contributed however to fupportthe fpirits of the 
Swedes, Duke Bernard fucceeded Guftavus in the command 
of the army ; and he purfued the blow given at LutT^n with 
fo much vigilance and addrefs, that before the end of the 
yjear the enemy were almoft entirely driven out of Saxonyu 

Before we proceed to military operations, itr will be ne- 
ceiTary to take a, view of the (ituation of both parties after the 
death of Guftavus^ Though the Imperialifis were baffled in 
every endeavour, fubfequent to the death of the Swedijh mo- 
narch, yet they coniidered the lofs of that prince as a real de- 
feat to the allies, though the confequences of it did not im- 
mediately appear. -They confidered that this great event 
would breed divifion in the confederate army s that the Swe- 
dijh peafants, no longer dazzled by the virtues of their mo- 
narch, would refufe paying the heavy taxes with which they 
were loaded, for the fupport of the war ; that the Swedifi 
troops perceiving themfelves deftitute of a head veiled with fo- 
vereign authority, would relax in their difcipline, grow tur- 
bulent and mutinous, and at lad difperfe themfelves, wherever 
inclination, or the hope of plunder directed ; and that 
Denmark would gladly feize this opportunity of refenting the 
diftance at which (he had long been kept by Guftavus. WaU 
leftein^ however, knew the valour of the Swedijh troops, and 
the great abilities of the duke 0/ Weimar. He forefaw, that 
if the iflue of the war proved fortunate, yet it would probably. 
be tedious and bloody : he^ theiefore advifed the emperor to 
propofe an armidice, in order to fettle the prelimina- 
ries of a general pacification. Inftead of giving ear to this 
prudent advice, his imperial majefty, full of hope that the 
occafion now oifered of completing all his defigns, made vi- 
gorous preparations for continuing the war. The Spaniards 
and the elector of Bavaria entered into his fentiments, and 
new levies were diredlly feton foot in every quarter. 

On the other hand, the Proteftants of Germany were all 
in confternation : they had flattered themfelves with the hope 
of fecuring their religion and liberty by means of Guftavus ; 
they had even been io fanguine as to think of- fettling the im- 
perial diadem on the head of aProteftant \ but now the fouiN 

^ Id. ibid. PuFFEKD. 1. vi.. t. vi. 
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dation of that edifice, which they had reared with fo much 
Ctre and labour, was deftrbyed ; their hopes were difappointed, 
becaufe they faw no perfon capable of Ailing the vaft chafm 
left by Guftavus. All the diffenfions between the Swedes and 
Germans would be renewed ; the latter could not think of 
giving the lead as ufual to the former ; yet they were fenfible 
of the impoflibility of fucceeding without their afliftance : 
they even faw unavoidable deftrudlion before them, unle(s fe- 
conded by Sweden. Some were for profiting by the Swedijb 
troops, keeping them in good humour until their views were 
accomplifhed, and then fending them back to their own coun- 
try. Oihers pretending that the alliance with' Guftavus was 
diflblved by his death, propofed treating feparately of their 
affairs, which was the more neceflary as the fuccefs which had 
hitherto attended their affairs, was not owing to the power of 
Sweden^ but to the perfonal valour and abilities of Gufiavus, 

As to D^nmark^ the policy of that court was very different 
from what the emperor cxpefled. Chriftian^ inftead of giv- 
ing ear to, the propofals of the aultc council, flattered hknfelf 
with the thoughts of reuniting the northern crowns by the 
marriage of the prince royal with the young queen of Sweden^ 
France was fecretly pleafed with the death of Guftavus ; but 
cardinal Richelieu flill defired the continuance of the friend- 
fhip of Sweden^ as a proper balance to the power of the houfe 
of Auftria. He knew that the diverfion made by the Swedes 
alone, with-held the emperor from attacking France with all 

i bis forces. .Befides, this minifter regarded the troubles in the 

i empire as a happy opportunity of extending the /r^w^i domi- 
nions from the Rhine to the Mofelle. By thefe, and a variety 

r of other reafons, the king oi France vszs induced to write to 

I Oxenftiern and \}[it Swedtjh gen^XTXs^ exhorting them fleadily 
to purfue the plan fo nobly laid, and hitherto fo bravely and ' 

vigoroufly profecuted, afTuring them on his part of all poffible 
affiftance.' Similar promifes were made by England and Hot- 
land'^ and as to the king of Poland^ he conceived fome hopes 
.of conquering Sweden ; and he might perhaps have tried his 

I fortune, had he not been harrafTed bv the Mufcoviies^ who 
obliged him to defend his own dominions. But of all the 

• powers in Europe^ the RuJJians alone fmcerely regretted the 
lofs of Guftavusy whofe virtues they admired, whofe friendship 
they cultivated, and whofe afliftance they had reafon to ex- . 
peft againfl the PoleSy their ancient and inveterate enemy. 
Such was the fituation oi Europe^ with refpefl to Sweden^ chrillina 

I when Chrijiinay at the age of fix years, afcended the i^^onCy proclaimed 

queen of 
* LoccBN, ibid. PuFFEND. ibid. Sweden. 

and 
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and was publicly proclaimed. The regency was committed 
to the heads of the five colleges ; namely, to the grand bai* 
liflFy the marechal, the high admiral, the chancellor^ and the 
treafurer of/ the crown. The chief direction of a^irs was 
intruded to the chancellor Oxenjlierny whofe prudence and 
. great experience had rendered him equally the favourite of his 
late mafter and of the nation. Oxenftiern was at Hanm, 
when he received the news of the king's misfortune. Though 
overwhelmed with grief, he did not negledt the intereft of his 
country. His greateft apprehendons arofe not fo much from 
the power of the enemy as from their zeal and unanimity, 
and the difcordant views and interefts of the Proteftant allies. 
The firft a£i: of the regency was to fix up placards agaiDft 
king Sigifmund and his family. All correfpondence with the 
kingdom of Poland was prohibited ; and exhortatory letters 
' were difpatched to all the governors of provinces, and bifliops, 
to ufe their utmoft endeavours in keeping the people in their 
duty and obedience to the government oi Chrijiina, Next 
they mad^ great preparations for fupporting the foreign war 
in which the kingdom was involved. This department, and 
the whole diredion of affairs in Germany^ was affigned to 
Oxenftieniy who was acquainted with the temper of the 
people, and the views and policy of the feveral princes, having 
redded for fome time in quality of ambafTador from Gujiavm 
to the powers of the circles of the Upper and Lower Rhine, 
Oxen- All his prudence, however, was fcarce fufficient to furmount 
Mem con- the difHcuIties he had to encounter : the pride and dignity of 
du^s af' electors and fovereign princes could not eafily ftoop to the 
fairs nmth direfiion of a private gentleman, a foreigner. The rivalfliip 
great pYu- among the generals, moft of whom were Germans^ prefentcd 
denee* another obftacle: Oxenftiern forefaw, and refolved to over- 
come every thing by dint of vigilance, perfeverance, and po- 
licy. In the prefent ftate of affairs it was next to impoffible 
to preferve all their conquefts in Higher Germany ; tp aban- 
don them fuddenly would v<expofe the Proteftant intereft to 
great danger, diflblve the confederacy, and greatly endanger 
the fafety of the Swedijh army, by difpiriting the troops, and 
depriving them of a retreat. " Oxenftiern propofed the aSfolutc 
neceinty of maintaining the alliance with the four circles of 
Suabiaj Franc$niay and the Lower and Upper Rhine. To de- 
liberate on proper meafures, he convoked an aflembly ajtZ/Zn* 
which was afterwards transferred to Heilbroni and he laboured 
the more diligently to promote this meeting, |;)ecaufe tte 
eleftor of Saxony was endeavouring to get the chief diredlofl 
of affairs into his own hands, by confent of the Proteftant 

princes. That prince had^ indeed^ exerted fruitleis attempt 

to 
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to break up tUe diet at Hailbron \ t;he chancellor penetrated 
Ind defeated his defigns, during a viiit which he made to 
his electoral highneis at Drefden. He made propofals to Ju*- 
guJlttSy but could only obtain ihuffiinganfwers) though fup-* ' 
ported by all the weight of the ele£ior of Brandenburgh^ who ' 
remained jSrm to the engagements contra^ed with Guftavus 
Aeb^bus. The eleAor of Saxonf complained that Oxenftiern . 
^flumed too much power in Germany ; ^and particularly re* 
fented, that a c\iznCt\\oT of Sweden (hould prefume to hinder 
the duke of ^rttn/w/V from aflembling the circte of Lower 
Saxony^ under the pretext that the right of convoking was 
vefted in the archbUhop of Mdgdeiurghj now fubjed to the 
crown of Sweden* 

. In defiance of all obftrudions, Oxenftiern went on purfuing 
the intereft of his country, and planning the means of re- 
taining, the Swedijh conquefts. His firft ftep was to fend 
back fome regiments for the fecurity of the kingdom, to de« 
tach the duke of Lunenburgh with 14,000 men, to drive the 
^nemy.out of Low^r Saxony and Weftphalia^ and to fend 
duke Bernard with the remainder of the army into Thuringia^ 
to a£l in cdfijuii£ti^n with Guftavus Horn. Old count 
Hum was appointed to command in Stlefa^ where the face 
of the Snuedifi zff^ivs had hitherto born an unfavourable zfycSt. 
His chief obje£l was to retrieve ntatters in that- duchy, and 
at the fame time to prevent the irruptions of the imperialifts 
into the Manbe and Pomerania. Guftavui Horn had reduced 
the greater part of Alface^ and now entering Suabia^ he de- 
feated a body of Bavarian cavalry, commanded by general 
Kmpten, preventing their taking quarters in the territory o^ 
fyirtemburgj and routing another entire regiment of dra- 
goons, near Simmeringen. Nor was George duke of Lunen-^ 
burgh lefs fuccefsful in JVeftphaliay where he reduced feveral 
towns, defeated count Mansfeld^ and laid (iege to HameL 
The landorrave William over-run the greater part of the dio- 
cefe of Jmmfter'i but nothing was tranfa£i:ed in SHefsa^ On ac- 
count of the divifions whith reigned between the Swedes and 
Saxons* . Jrnheim aflumed a kind of defpotic authority, af- 
fedingto employ tht. Swedes as auxiliaries ; Hat Swedes rt" , 
fented his ufage, looked upon themfelves as principals, and 
aflfumed the lead, as they bad done in the lifetime of their ^ 
glorious monarch i 

OXENS TIERN's prudent conduft managed the diet 
at Hailbron to the beft advantage. A league was formed be- 
tween Sweden and the four circles ; the chref direftion of 
affairs was intrufted to the chancellor, in quality of pleni- 
potentiary from the queen of Sweden ; - but the affembly 

Mod, Hist. Vol. XXXIIL T thought 
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fhought proper to affift him with a council ele£led %co^ 

fent of all the allies. Frantkfort on the Maim was pitched 

upon for the place of his refidence, and here he fet about thtt 

nccefTary preparations. He had already difcoveredy that at 

Drefden they laboured to conclude a feparate peace, to tbo 

cxciufion of Sweden. This he oppofed with all his mieht} 

and to fortify himfeif againft all events, he re-eftablifliea thi 

' children of Frederic count Palatine in the eledoral dtgnityt 

by which he hoped to fecure the friendihip of England^ the 

ftates*general of the United Provinces^ and the whole hoofe 

of Palatine. He entered into treaty with France^ and keep* 

cd fair with Denmark^ though he did not fail to watch nar* 

rowly the deiigns of the court of Copenhagem^ His prudeocc 

quelled a dangerous tumult in the army under duke Bermi 

' and Horny fuppofed to be fomented by the latter, with a de* 

fign of procuring the fole command; but all his caution oouM 

not forefee the difafters that fell out in Sik/kiy owing to Ac 

{>erfidy of Arnheim y who ftirnifhcd ff^allef^ein with anoppm^ 

tunityof furprifing and defeating the Sivedes^ and atlaftc^ 

drawing them out of the duchy *. 

The lofs on this fide was ballanced by the advantage! 
gained in another quarter, through the diligence of Ba^tZi 
who defeated the imperialifts near Andemach. The ladd* 
grave William took Paderkwrn by affault, and fFilliam daiw 
of Weimar repulfed a corps of imperii lib in Francmia^ Ibm 
and other Swedijh generals made rapid conqucfts in different 
places ; but the moft important was the reduftion of Hmdii 
which furrendered at difcretion to the duke of Lujunbvrgk 
after he had defeated a party of 5000 men fent to its relief. 
In this adion the enemy left three thoufand men dead on the 
field of battle, though the victory was gained with nd 
greater lofs than three hundred men on the fide of the ailta* 
The city of Ojhabrug was reduced by another body ^fSwda 
under Kniphaufen 5 and Horn made frequent fuccefsful inva- 
fions into the enemy's country, and would have certaifil/ 
been In pofTeiSon of the city of Conjiemciy but for^antcff 
battering cannon. General AUringer, and a body of //is/^ 
under thne duke de Feria, entered Al/ace^ with intention to 
fuccour Philipfiurg befieged by the Swedes 5 but they were 
baffled by the diligence of Horn^ who drove them out of 
the country, purfued them acrofs the Rhine itito Suaiiaj and 
harrafled their rear fp grievoufly, that they were forced to 
throw themfelves into Bavaria. Duke Bernard wat fo fef* 
tunate as to take Ratijbon by furprife, after which ha raf^ 

* Loccaw* lib#ix. 
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Bimrhii aiia reduced Straubingen and t>eckend6ff\ bfit he 
was deterred froiQ purfttiqg his conquefts by intelligence, ' 
that WaUmftein was on his way from jS^A/mi^ Co attack him', 
Hesetbe ioiperial general had been extremely fuccefsful, 
bver«-rumiiiig. t^itfa aftoni(bihg rapidity a great number of 
towns and citieS) infomach that be might have penetrated 
to tbe Bdtic^ had he. not been repulfed by the prudelvc 
meafures ti^en by dukit Bernards Fortune, indeed, crown- 
«} with fttccefs th(e endeavour) of tbe allies ih every quarte^^ 
except in Bcbnrna and Sil^. Li the latter, the war daily 
became more burthi^nibme. j/mheim and the Sexoni wetie 
^wn bold in their treachery $ they evdit atittoft avowedly 
xept Up a correfponden^e with the enemy. Befides, France 
drained the country lying betwixt £^ and the Mnfellti 
iAHmd regarded the Swidijh conquefts wiCh a jealous 
eye $ Mng^d interpofed indeed but little in the affairs 6£ 
tbe continent, but the king lexprefled a partiality to tUt 
^fiemarA. Even the ele^or of Brmdmburgh tould not b^ 
lelied upon, bec^&he began todefpairof fucceeding in the 
propofed union, between hil fen^ the eleSoral prince, and 
the yoiing queen eiSmkddn. All Pamerania declared againft 
^tSwedis 'y :^n^ a; variety of othejr falfe friends,* or avowed 
-enemies, were now diicovcred, though the greateft troubles 
arofe from the infidelky of the Saxd'ns, 

A3«iDS'r*all thefe difficulties, hedged ih on every fide /^^ J)^ 
.by danger, and everv weakiened and exhseufted by Vidory, 1674! 
Oxinfiiirn laboured to fupport the proteftant intcreft, and to 
keep a confederacy, compofed of ifo many members, clofely 
ttnited. One circumftance, however, merely accidental^ 
contiibuted more to roufe their fpirits and animate the Swedet^ 
tban aU the endeavours of the chancellor, ffallenfteh, by 
the madiinations of his enemies, was difgraced at the im- 
perial court, deprived of the command of the army, and 
afterwards aiTai&iated (A). It was expe6):ed, that this event 
ivould have thrown theimperialifts intoconfufion, but it did 
not produce all the advantages hoped for by the allies^ 
though it furniihed duke Bernard with an opportunity of cut- 
ting in |Mecesr a complete rejg^iment of infantry. Horn 
cxi^mely fbftunate in the Upper Suabiay and the rhing^^s 

(A) We have not entered in* cers, Gordon^ I'^fleyf and Buder^ 

^ the ptrticttlars of thisafFair, a minute account of which the 

which does not properly belong reader will find in the life of 

to the S'WfidiiJh hiftory. If^ah Guflavus by Mr. Harie> Fid. 

Ifttfititt^WM faid to have been ^//^/w vol. xxx. of the ljni*verf. 

affiii^Aaud by (hree %mcb ofGi- Hlfi. . » 
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had oAe continued flow of uninterrupted fudceis in J^^ 
where he defeated a body of imperialifts, and reduced feve- 
veral important places ^. 

These various turns of fortune in the .operations of the 
£eld, made no change in the proceeding xtf the a&mbly vbdil 
at Francfort. The chancellor had inrited all the.proteftsints to 
unite clofely^ in order to procure reafonable conditions of peace. 
.The preliminaries were debated, but the rhingrave appeared 
,too ftrongly attached to his own particular inteieft, to pajr 
• any regard to the common intereft of the league* Wl^ 
occafioned the warmeft difpute was, the compen fatten ip 
be made to Simdtn for having fo freely lavished her blood and 
treafure for the fupport of theprotefiant powers of Gernuaj, 
. Some mentioned Pomerama as a province that would be ex- 
tremely agreeable .to th^t nation, on account of its ikjuatioa 
with refpe£l to the other territories of the Swedijh crown in 
fbt Baltic I but the eledor of Brandinburgb oppofed, with 
. all his intereft, the giving a gratuity which muft prove ex- 
tremely prejudicial to him* Every other fcheme met with 
fimilar obje^ions, and almoft the whole fi^nmer was con*- 
fumedin thofe fruitlefs deliberations^ In the heginnttig of I 
autumn, the young king of Hungary^ now. at dbe head of { 
the imperial army, defirovs of fignaltzing bis valour, marcbr 
ed towards Ratijbony and laid iiege to that city with num^ 
^ rous forces. Immediately duke Bernard and Horn entered 
Bavaria to its relief, but too late ; the Stuedi/k gacrifoii, 
after a vigorous defence, had furrendered before their anl- 
val. Thofe two genersils had befides the mortificatipn to 
fee their troops extremely harrafled by the enemy, prevent- 1 
ed from foraging, and reduced to great neceffities by the im* 
rialifts pofted at Nordlingm* This rendered the Swedes esLga 
to come to a general adion : every general in the army ap- 
proved of attacking the enemy except Guftavus Horny who 
advifed waiting for the rhingrave, now on his march wifih i 
4000 men, to reinforce^ the combined army. Even duke 
The battle Bernard WM for determinTng the fortune of the war by a fingle 
of Nerd- battle, and he was confirmed in this opinion by the fear.of 
lingeo. lofing Nordlingenj which the imperiairft» were befiegiDgvi- 
.goroufly. A motion was made to take poft on Annfbtrg^^XL 
eminence from whence they could eafily fuccour the be- 
fieged. To execute this purpofe, the duke, who command- 
ed in the van, charged the imperialifts drawn up at the foot 
of the hill, and repulfed them with confiderable lofs, purfu- 
ing them beyond the eminence of which he was to take pot 
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fi^iSon. Htn'n was for taking iiis ftation at Arenjberg^ as 
propofed in the council of- war ; but he was taxed with 
cowardice, and the unanimous voice was for prefiing the ad- 
vantage already obtained ; at length Gujlaum Horn unhap- 
pily yielded to their impetuofity. Determined to wipe off 
their refkxipnS) he puihed on, to drive the Spaniards from The 
-an Aninence >on which they had fortified themfelves the Swedes 
'litgbt preceding. From bredc of day till noon the Swedes defeated. 
/ought witH the utmoft fury, repeatedly renewing the charge 
^th fucb obftinacy, as they never upon any former occa- 
fion difcovered, though all to no purpofe. After the battle 
had* raged for eight hours, and the field was covered with 
carnage, they were forced to abandon the enterprife, and 
pais through a valley to regain pofTeffion oi Arenjberg^ where 
. tfaiey ought at firft to have remained; This defign they muft 
certainly have accomplifhed, had not the left wing, com- ~ 
pofed of Germans^ beien put in diforder, and thehor^ driven 
baclc on the foot. Then began a horrid ilaughter, particu- 
larly of the Swedijb infantry, of whom fix thoufand were 
left dead on the fpot. ^A great number fell into the hands 
of the enemy, and among the pdfoners was Gufiavus 
Harn^ whofe valour had never appeared fo confpicuous 
as when it proved unfortunate. All that.condu£l and cou*^ 
rage couid fuggeft he prai^ifed ; he flew aoiong the troops^ 
reminded them of Guftavus^ Leipfic^ and Lutzm \ they fought 
like men indefpair, but it was impoffible to redeem the error, 
fo hard were they prefied by their oiyn cavalry, and the whole 
weight of the enemy. All the artillery was loft, together 
with 130 ftandards, and other trophies, which were taken 
by the imperialids. ; in a word, the defeat was total, and 
the blow fo decifive, that the Swedes never afterwards ap- 
peared fo formidable. 

QXE NS TIER N's conftancy was (hakenby this fud- 
den and unexpected misfortune ^ but he foon recovered, 
and inftead of difband[ng, applied diligently to repair the 
lofsv by recruiting the army, and retaining the allies fteady in 
their fidelity. The latter was the greater difficulty ; the 
ailembly at Hailiron feemed overwhelmed with confterna- 
tion, deprived of every faculty, and waiting patiently to 
receive whatever conditions the conquerors chofe to impofe, 
OxenftiirhzTiA the Swedes were accufed as the authors of all 
theij:* misfortunes, though a 'little before they were extolled 
as the fovereigns oi Germany^ and proteiftors of religion and 
liberty. The chancellor's chief aim was to gain time, and 
endeavour, by all his addrefs, to engage France \n the quar- 
rel, though he bad hitherto tried to exclude that/ power 
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from ttfe aflhirs of the empire. By this means he hoped ^ 
to obtain an honourable peace* whereby Swtdeti might rtr 
tain her conquefts along the Babk* With this view he rer 
fufed) though ftron^ly advifcd, to withdraw the troops frooi 
Higher Gtrmafty^ from an apprebenfion, that if he evacuated 
all the places he pofleiFed on (hat fide, it would be diAciilt to 
draw France into the war, and impoffible tp keep the impe^ 
. rialifts from falling, with their whole ftrength, upon Z>nwr 
Saxony. Befides,' the Swedijh forces were ftill confiderable, 
all the corps under duke George^ William landgrave of Heji^ 
Bonier^ and the rhingraye, remaining complete, fluibed 
with fuccefs, and, if uiyted into one body, capsdile fiiU of 
making head againft the forces of the emperor. It was 
difeord alone that rendered the iiXHdiJh affairs defpi^at^ 
and the chancellor's fchemes hazardous. The elo^lor of 
Saxony was labouring to efie£t a peace, to the exclufion of 
Sweden. The confederates were flow in their deliberations ; 
the enemy were fuffered to penetrate into the heart of G«rmi»^ 
^nd thereby to prevent the jundion of the allies ^ the? more 
diftant members of the league paid little regard to the chanr 
cellor's remonilrances ; their troops, who had efca^ped from 
the defeat at ^<7r^Zf»^/», compleated the misfortune on that 
occafion, by now growing mutinous fpr their pay, and re- 
fufing to march, until all their arrears were advanced^. 
They were indeed fuppofed to adt in confequenc^ of fecret 
|nftru£lions, and this made the difeafe tx^ore dangerous^ bcr 
f aufe it lay deeper. 

Undee thefe circumftances the chancellor folicited tbe 
^ourt of VerfaiUesy to prder tbe marefchal de k Force to ad- 
vance with his army, in order to afiotd the difperfed trao|>< 
pf Sweden an opportunity of rallying; and to give bis 
requeftfome weight, he oStred Philip/burgh. Tbe rhingrave 
too, perceiving the impoffibility of preferving all bis conr 
quefts in Jl/acey ceded the whole province, except Benfdd^ 
to the French^ and marched with his army towards Strafiurg. 
By this means the Swedijb affairs were entirely ruined in 
Higher Germany^ and the country of Wiriemherg over-run by 
the imperiali|ls. Duke Bernard^ unable tofupporthts troops 
in his prefent quarters, paffed the Rhine^ entered Vet^aviHi, 
and proceeded to Bergftrafs^wiih^it he remained inadive during 
the feafon. As to Banier^ he hacf done little to retrieve the 
Swedijb affairs, though he was at the head of a confiderable 
army in Bohemia^ from whence he paffed into Thuritigia after 
fhe battle of Ncrdlingen^ the better to a^ the conf(^rafee99 

f JfrfOccEw, ibid. Pv?r£A'p. ibid. 

However, 
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However, be did not chufe to advance further, left the ene«* 
my ihotild cut ofF his communication with the Baltic. It 
ivas better, he thought, to maintain his pofts, augment his 
droiy, and keep a ftri£l watch over the electors of Saxony and 
JBranJittburgb. The conduct of the latter began to grow 
extremely myfterious, and the former had adually concluded 
a feparkte peace with the enlperor at Ptrnaj which was afr 
tcrwards ratified at Prague. 

It was after this manner that the late defeat bad intro-*- 
iduced confttfion into the SiVidi/h affairs, by entirely chan'- 
ging the difpofitions of the allies, (baking the conftancy of 
tbofe who had hitherto continued fteady, and entirely de- 
taching others who before were wavering* The ilates of 
Sweden and the chancellor now fought nothing fo eagerly 
as an honourable peace ; but the enemy, fluihed with fuc- 
cefs,} would hearken to no terms befides entire reflitutioxi, A. D« 
^which Sweden yftzs not yet reduced low enough to grant. 1635^ 
Nothing, however, appeared foadvifable, as engaging -Frtf«<;^ Treaty 
in the alliance, for which purpofe Oxenftiern went in perfoo '^itb 
to the court of im/ij, and concluded a treaty, that was nc- Frtncc, 
'ver obferved. His next care was to fatisfy, if poffible, the 
demands of the eledors of Saxony and Brandenburgb. An^ , 
gujius could be yet gained, he imagined, were his pride and 
avarice fuffidently gratified ; but all bis endeavours to this 
purpofe proved fruitlefs. Mean time the imperial ifts failed 
direAiy before the gale of fortune, furprifed Philipfiurgh^ 
where the French had laid up vaft magazines, and reduced . 
Spires^ by which they fecured a footing on the oppofite fide 
of the Rbine. The Spaniards furprifed Treves^ the city of 
Augjburgh was forced by famine to capitulate, fVurtxhurgh^ 
Coburgby Pappenheim^ and other places, fell into the hands of 
the enemy. The landgrave of He£i was reduced to extre- 
mities, duke i9^ff<7r^ made no progrefs ; and the eledlor of 
Saxony^ not fatisfied with deferting the Swedes^ joined the 
imperialifts, attempted to furprife Halherjiadt and Magde- 
hurgb^ and eftablilh a footing in Tburingia. All men were 
-aftoniflied to fee this prince making vaft preparations for war» 
at the very time he had concluded a treaty with the empire : 
but his motives were now obvious ; he intended to ai£ft in 
compelling the Swedes to quit Germany^ (hould they refufe 
Voluntarily to renounce their conquefts, which had coft the 
-kingdom Q> much blood and treafure. He even gained the 
eleSor of Brandenburgb to jmake favourable conceilions to , 
him With refpe£t to Pomerania. 

To encreafe the misfortunes of Sweden^ the neutrality for 
Pola»4 was Qn the point of expiration ; it was expeded the 
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Poles would immediately invade Pruffia^ to guard -agaifift < 
ivhich a powerful army was detached thither^ under la Gar- '\ 
die ; but as it could not be pradUcable to refift fuch a miio- 
ber of enemies, the chancdlor purchafed the friendihip of 
Poland for twenty- fix years, by ceding Pruffta to that repub- 
lic. France^ England^ and Hollandy exerted their utm<^ in- 
fluence to procure this ceffion; the firft, in^ order to enable 
Sweden to continue the war in Germany \ and the two lift 
for commercial reafons, the Swedes having laid heavy duties 
upon ail commodities imported to Pruffia, Though by ^tm 
means the chancellor got rid of a powerful enemy, ibll he 
had vaft difficulties to encounter. He could place confidence 
in none of the confederated ; the army under Banter grew 
mutinous for want of pay, and he wa& totally deftituie of 
money. Befides, the ele£(orof f^^r^ny waspra£tifing every art 
to feduce the army, and the troops had even prefiuned to ea- 
ter upon a negotiation with Auguftus^ who flattered them 
with magnificent promifes. It was likewife difcovered, that 
the Saxon was endeavouring to cut ofF the comnuunication 
of the Swedes with the Baltic^ to prevent which Oxenftiem 
repaired with all diligence to Wifinar^ while Bamer\^A his 
troops to the duchy of Brunfwic^ leaving a ftr<)ng garrifon in 
Magdeburg. Thus Auguftus gained pofieffion of both fides 
the Elbe^ whereby he was enabled to diflurb the Swedijh ge- 
neral iii his new quarters, and even to cut oiF all his re- 
fources. Senfible of the impending danger, Banter exerted 
every quality of a good officer, to extricate hioifelf. Afieni- 
bling his army, he puflied on to Abembvrghj where he de- 
feated the van of the Saxons^ and purfuing his advantage, de*- 
tached all his cavalry and a thoufand infantry, to attack a 
body of feven thoufand Saxons^ who croiled the Elbe with in* 
tention to furprife Domitz. Here the 5tc/^^i difplayed thek 
ufual gallantry ; they attacked the enemy with fucb impe- 
-. / tuofity, that general Baudit%y who commanded the Sa^aaSf 
fTlh ^^^ entirely defeated, with the lofs of looo men left dead on 
itxon%^ the field, and 2500 prifoners, moft of whom enlifled in the 
' Swedijh fervice. The confequences of this vidorv were jnii* 
, portant; the Swedijh troops recovered their vigour^ the 
5^Ar^j were cleared out of Meeklenburgh^ driven beyond the 
Elbey forced to take (belter in Brandenburgh^ and winter- 
quarters were eftablifhed for Banter's troops in the Al4tr€he\ 
j^^ jy^ Notwithstanding the affairs of Sweden afliimed a-hap- 
l6%6 * ^^^^ afpe£t, Oxenftiern had ftill great difHcultits to encouo- 
^ ' ter^ and the emperor gained an important point in briii|in{; 

^ PvrrBND.to]n.vi«.)ib«6t 
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*the Swedii si^nd Saxons to an open rupture. By this mea^ 
' I£gh^ Gertttany was entirely loft, and the crown of Stvedrn 
deprived of all her allies, except the landgrave of H^J/ij who 
was almoft overpowered by enemies. France was prevented 
frcHxi declaring againft the emperor, by the defigns {he form- 
xd' upon Italy and the Netherlands ; Holland refufed being 
-concerned in the German war ; and as to England^ that king- 
dom began now to bleed under the fcourge of civil divifions. 
For thefe reafons the chancellor refufed to ratify the treaty 
with Francfey becaufe that crown would not perform her en- 
gagements ; however, he concluded an eventual treaty wkh 
Chaumonty the French ambaflador, which was to be extended 
*and enUrged in the (pace of three months. By this Oxen-^ 
ftiem gained time to eftabliih the negotiation on a better 
footing, and to wait the event of his military operations, 
which were planned with fuch vigour- as promifed fuccefs. 
Banter was appointed to zSt on the Elbe with the main 
army ; Wrangety with a ftrong detachment, was deftined to 
stake a diverfion on the banks of the Oder ; and general 
'Lefly was detached towards the Wejerj to drive the enemy 
out of Weftphalia^ or at leaft to preferve a footing in that 
country. Thus, although the Swedes had loft their allies, 
although their enemies were accumulated, yet they gained 
one very confiderable advantage; it was that of fending 
their forccB wherever they pleafed, of pufliing their opera- 
tions with vigour, of levelling their blows againft any part 
of the enemy*s ftrength they thought proper, and of being 
unencumbered with litigious, falfe, ufelefs friends, more 
pernicious to their affairs than open and avowed enemies. 

Eari^y in the fpring the Saxons began certain motions 
which indicated an intention to cut oiF Banter*^ communi- 
cation with Pomerania, This he perceived; but, notchufing 
'tahazard a battle, he refolved to baffle their defigns by a 
ftratagem. With this view he marched with his infantry to 
JV^ben^ ordering the cavalry to repair with all diligence to 
Magdehurgby and to feize the bridge to keep the communi- 
cation between the two corps open. |n his march he de- 
feated a body of the enemy, and then pofted himfelf at Hall ; 
which obliged the Saxons to return to fVtttemberg. Their 
intention was to give battle to the Swedes^ and the armies 
lay encamped within fight, only divided by the&r/^; they 
.attempted to pafii the river, but were always repulfed. Af- 
ter fome time fpent in this fituatton. Bonier vtvtlovti his 
quarters to the oppofite fide of the river, to canton his 
troops, and the oaxons went into winter-quarters, where 
they were beat up^ and defeated by the Suaede^ together witk 

a body 
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a body of impermliftscome to their afliftance. BiXfu^ ne^ 
in the midft of winter noade feveral brifl: motions, which gi:« 
tremely harrafled^ and perplexed the enemy, but produced no 
genera) adion. Kntphaujen beat the imperialifts in fVeftphaUa 
after an obftinate conflidl, in which they loft 1500 of their 
beft foldiefs ; but unfortunately he was killed in the purfuit, 
and his troops were obliged to repafs the If^'efer, Sonrte ad- 
.vantages like wife were gained by general Lefly^ in the neigh* 
•bourhood of Mindmy where he -had aiTembied a confiderabfe 
aroiy; in a word» the Swedijh operations ^ttt this year 
every where more vigorous and fortunate than in the 
former. 

To the fucceiles already mentioned, duke Bernard added 
ibme others, obtained in Lorrain and Alface^ over the impe- 
rial general count Oidlasj whom he attacked and defea^^d, 
difperfing his army. But thefe advantages were ballanced 
by fomc lofles on the fide of Saxeny. Magdeburgh^ contrary 
to the expedation of all men, furrendered to the ele£lor for 
want of powder, which the garrifon had wantonly con«^ 
fumed. Banier advanced to the relief of the city; but 
finding it had furrendered, and thiat he was too weak to make 
head againft the enemy, he recalled LeJIy from Weftpbalia^znA 
marched to fVerben^ to facilitate a junSion. Hearing that the 
Saxons had made conquefis on the farther fide of the Ettey he 
hafted to Domitz, to prevent that important place from falliifig 
into their hands. This motion obliged the Saxons to turn 
towards Meciknburghi upon which tht Swede repafied die 
EWey and went to meet. Wrangely whom he expe^ed from 
' * Bamerania. The enemy had feized a very advantagcoin 
poft in the neighbourhood of Perlebergy from whence they 
•hoped gradually to deftnoy the Swedijh army, and reduce the 
duchies of Mecilenburghznd Pomerania. They doubted not 
of forcing the Swtdijb gacrifons by famine, and flatttred 
themfelves, that, when they were reinforced by the impe* 
rialifts, they (hould be in a condition to defeat the whok 
Swedijh army^ (hould Banier venture to give battle. The 
JSwedej however, determined to try his fortune, rather than 
fuiFer by fcarcity in his camp. He advanced towards jPerl^ 
iirgy clofely blocked up by the enemy ; and drove from a 
convenient poft four regiments of" Stixon cuiraffiers, with 
the lofs of 400 men. His army amounted to 9000 horfe 
and 7000 foot ; a force greatly inferior to that of the Saxons^ 
whofe numbers exceeded 13 battalions and 15,^00 borfe, 
all encamped in a ftrong fituation. Banter endeavoured to 
dmw them to a batde upon equal terms,' and with this view 
«ttadced Havelberg and (he fortrefs of fF^bin. This pro- 
duct 
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4uced the tfSejSt ; the enem^r marched out of their Canjip to 

([•over a detachment fent to Old Brandenburgh^ zuixh^Swea^ 

/eizing an eminence, to prevent their rfeturn» forced them to ' , 

pngage. As their pod was covered by a forell, he marched 

along the (}cirt$ of the wood, to attack them in flank, orr 

dering the other wing to m^k^ a circuit to the right, iq 

order Co pofTefs a poft which muft greatly incommode thp 

JSax^ns^ The battle began with great fury, and was contif 

nued With obftinacy by the S^ed^ who had almoft fun^^ 

^nder the weight of numbers before they could be feconded 

J>y the left wing. Ten times they returned to the charge^ Banier <a5f- 

and at laft puihed with fuch vigour, that the enemy wetcf^^ts ib^ 

)>roke, put in confufion, and defeated ^. In the purfuit the Saxons^ 

carnage was terrible ; five thoufand Saxons perifHed by th^ 

fwofd, three thoufand were wounded, and near as many ta- 

l^n, together with one hundred and fi^^y fta^dards apd cor 

lours, and feveral pieces of cannon. 

So fignal a victory obtained over an ci^cmy greatly fupCf 
rior, and finely fituated, reftored the luftre of thcSwedi/b arms^ A* ^^ 
and raifed ^StffffVr to the higheft pitch of reputation.- The ^^37^ 
fcoiifequences of this vidory were extremely important; th^ 
parage of the Swedes recovered} the ftates of Higher Gerr 
pumy entertained hopes they might again be able to re-eftat- 
bliih their affairs; France and Holland feemed to declare 
{nore openly in favour of Sweden ; and the vaft deflgns 
{(^rined by the king of Denmark vaniihed into fmoke. Ba^ 
mer viras alfo enabled to repafs the Elbe^ to penetrate into ' 
Thwrtngiaj and to chafe, the imperialifts through jF/^;^ int^ 
tFeftpbaUa* Thus were all the emperor's vaft expedtations 
difappointed. He flattered himfelf, that the Saxons would 
not only be able to drive the Swedes out of Germany^ buj: 
likewife give a dangerous blow to France^ while count GaU 
^alight, with a confiderable army, make an irruption into 
Burgundjf, The Sqxons were cut in pieces ; and as to Gullas^ 
be returned frqm his expedition with about half his army^ 
tbe reft having perifhed by the fword and by famine. 

During the winter fome fruitlefs negotiations were Cet 
oafoot; but Oxenftiem finding there was no profpeft of 
|>eace, and that the imperialifls and Saxons were afTembling, 
to flrike fome decisive blow early in the fpring, he ordered 
$mer to exert bis utmofl endefivours to difarm the princes 
^Lunsnburghy and the ele6iors of Brandenburgh and Saxony^ 
Bamer's numbers were very unequal ; yet he did not con^* 
tl^nt himfelf with a£ling defenfively. Quitting winter«f 

. . ^ PuFFEND. ubifflpra*. 
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quarters early in the feafoni he fell upon eight regimeftts of 
Saxensj cantoned at EuUnburgh^ purfued them to Torgau^ and 
• there obliged them to furrender at diftrretion. The officers 

he difmifled, but the greater part of the foldiers enUfted, and 
were incorporated in the Swedijh regiments. He defeated 
another party of Saxons in the territory of Hermebergy after 
which he propofed invefting Leipfic\ but his defigfn was 
fruftrated by the imperialifts, who penetrated through ff^efi*- 
phalia into Thuringta. This determined him to call in his 
detachments, and endeavour to prevent the enemy from 
crofSng the Sala ; but though he was baffled in this attempt^ 
he had the good fortune to defeat 2000 imperialifts near 
Pegauy and deftroy feveral detachments that attempted to 
cbftrud his march. 
Critical NOTWITHSTANDING all thefc advantages and unex- 
Jitu^ion pe£ted rapid fuccefies^ 5j»/V was greatly em barraffed. He 
rf Saucr. aflcmbled his army in the neighbourhood of Torgau^ whe^ 
he perceived he muft, in a fliort time, be neceflarily hemmed 
in by the enemy, whofe forces were daily augmenting. It 
added greatly to the perplexity of his fituation, -that he 
could neither enter into the Marche nor into Ponteraniay both 
"Which were totally deftitute of the ncccffaries for fuppoitiiij 
an army. Weftphalia was at too great a diftance, and be^ 
fides entirely out of the courfe he propofed. He thereftue 
refolved towait in his prefent encampment until he could be 
joined by Wrangel^ and enabled to hazard a battle. Every 
thing that fagacity could forefce, or prudence dired^, was 
feffefted ; but the enemy gradually firaitened his quarters, 
and Banter found that he fliould be forced fingly to fuftain 
V the whole weight of the imperialifts and their allies. He 
might indeed have penetrated into Higher Germhnji and 
joined duke Bernard \ but his orders were exprefs, the re- 
gency enjoining him to be particularly careful of all ^iX 
mueden pofleiTed towards the Baltic. To ward againft the 
impending danger, he decamped with precipitation from 
Torgau^ and dire<Sted his courfe to Pomerania, The enemy 
.purfiied; but the addrefs and celerity of Banier faved his 
* army. In the day he made feveral motions which deceived 
the imperialifts, and at night, by forced marches, left them 
far bdiind, and uncertain with refped to his deftination. 
Once his rear was attacked ; but the Swedes behaved* with 
ftch gallantry, that the enemy were repulfed with great 
llaughter. At length he got to Lower Pomeramay after hav- 
hig efcaped the moft prefSng . dangers, and foon obliged 
count GaUus to evacuate the province 3 but the future mif- 

. ' fortunes 
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fortunes of Wrangti, brought the Swedijh aiFairs again into 
the moft critical fituation ^. 

. When Gallas quitted Pomfrania^ Wrangel imagioing him- 
/elf perfedlly fecure,, cantoned his troops and exten.ded his 
.C[.uarters, the better to acconimodate his army. While he 
was thus circumftanced, a Pomeranian gentleman gave no^ 
.tice of his fituation to Gallas^ and undertook -to guide him, 
.through a fecretpath, into the. province ; which he accord^ 
ingiy executed. The imperialifts foon over-ran the country, . ^- ,»^ 
.2^1(1 the Swedes were overwhelmed with terror and confler- 
i)auon» Deprived of all power of refledion by the. celerity 
.of the blow, ffrangel took no meafures of oppofition ; 
Ufedom^ Wollin^ and Demmin fell into the enemy's handsjthe 
Higher Pomerania was entirely ravaged, and Gallas returned 
tohis quarters in Saxony^ after leaving, garrifons in the prin- < 
cipal fortrelTes. The Swidijh affairs were now again re- 
duced to a deplorable fituation > to add to their misfortunes, 
a new enemy appeared, duke George declaring openly for 
the imperialifts. All their forts on the Rhine were likewife 
abandoned to the enemy, becaufe France did not fupport 
.duke Bernard^ as he expefted, upon croffing that river. To 
complete their perplexity, the duke of Pomerania dying, in- 
volved them in a particular quarrel with the ele£lor of Bran- 
denhurgh^ who laid claim to. all the dominions of the de- 
ceafed. Several princes indeed offered their mediation tQ 
accompliih a peace ; but, as matters were not yet ripe, the 
' Swedes tried to draw France into a clofer alliance, 'and by 
this means to obtain better conditions. In the end, the 
\ treaty with the French king was extended to the fpace of 
I three years, and a refolution taken. to profecute the war wi(b 
; the utmofl vigour *. ' 

BAN IE R was forced to lie quiet during the. winter, ^^i/^«fir 
in expeftation of a reinforcement from Sweden. The impe-* count 
lialilis profited by his Inadiion, and feized upon Gartz ; but Gallas. 
they were fo afflided with a peftilential difeafe that raged in A. D« 
their camp, that an army of i8,ooo horfe and foot was re- 1638* 
duced to half the number. When JB^w^ was, reinforced, 
^eput the recruits into garrifon, ,and took the field with his 
veterans, marched to Gartz^ and took the place by afTault. 
He next penetrated into Higher Pomerania^ feized upon all 
the pafFes, pufhed into the duchy of Mecklenhurgh, defeated 
the imperialifts, and obliged Gallas to retire with the lofs of 
3000 men, killed and taken prifoners. He purfued his good 

^ LoccEN. lib- ix. PuFFEND. tom. vi. lib. 6. « Idem. 

^i<i. Mem. de Chriiline, par Arckenholtz, tom i. * 
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fortune, and (o harrafled the count, that be fJ|||l^4flt 
to, repafs the Elbe in great diforder, anxMAire {belt^ 
in the hereditary dominions' of the houfc*^ Aufiria, For^ 
' tune once more fmiled upon the Swedes,- Banters fuc- 

cedes, though confiderable, were nothing to what duk6 
Fiaories Bernard performed/' That general had fo augmented bit 
^Btained <army in the proteftant cantons of Switzerland and in Frambi 
hy duke Compte^ that he was in a condition to z6t without the af- 
Bernard. iiftance of the French. He fupported himfelf wholly by bb 
own fagacity and adivity ; and refolved that all his fuc- 
cefTes mould confcflcdly flow entirely from his own meriti* 
With this view he advanced to the Rhine^ feized upon Laf- 
fenburgh and Seckingen^ and laid fiege to Rheinfeld, The im^ 
perialiib, in conjunflion with the troops ofBavaria, came to 
the relief of the befieged ; the duke gave them battle^ and 
the vidory was difputed ; the enemy threw in fuccours intd 
the town, and the duke chofe to raife the fiege voluntarily'^ 
that he might not weaken his army. However, he gave the 
enemy battle a fecond time within a month, entirely de^ 
feated them, and obtained fo complete a vidlory, that only 
one imperial officer above the rank of a captain efcaped 
leing killed or taken prifoner. Among the latter were 
SavelU and the famous partizan yohn de Weert. Bernard re* 
Tumed the fiege, and not only reduced Fh^nfeld^ but a va- 
riety of other important places. Next he marched to Brh 
faac^ which he blocked up with intention to ftarve the gar<* 
rifpn to fubmifiion. General Gotz endeavoured with U 
ftrong convoy to throw in looo waggons of prdvifion^ 
but he was defeated with fuch flaughter, that out of 12,000 
men, only 2500 efcaped ; the reft were killed or made pri-* 
£)ners. uu^c.Cktxrles of Lorrain made a fecond attempt to 
relieve this town, of fo much confequence to the emperor. 
He joined the remains of the imperial army, with 4000 meh- 
at Thaun^ where he was furprifed by duke Bernard^ and his 
whole army cut in pieces. A third attempt t6 relieve 
Brtfaac^ was made by GotZy but it proved as unfiiccefsful as 
the former ; he was repulfcd with great lofs, and the garrt-' 
fon, after fuffering the utmoft extremity of want^ was 
forced to furrender at difcretion ^. 

Nothing could be more fcafonable or glorious than this 

A.D» courfe of viftory ; the imperi'alifts were every where defeated 

1639. bn the banks of the Rhinej and in the duchy of MeckleH- 

burgh ; and now the two viftorious generals, Bernard and 

Banter^ concerted attacking the enemy on their own groinid, 

^ LoccEN. lib. it, 

and 
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tod penetrating to the heart of the Auflrtm ddmintons. la 
the month of January^ Baniir croffing the Elbi^ made an itr 
tuption into the territories of AnhuU and Halbtrjladt. Leav- 
ing his infantry and cannon behind, he pufhed on with hia 
cavalry^ and furprifed Salis^ grand m^fter of the imperial ar-« 
tilleryy in the neighbourhood of Oehiitz, The'^ronflii^ wa^ 
bloody, no lefs than feven regiments of the enemy being cut 
In pieces. He next entered Saxony^ penetrated to the fubufbi 
of Dnfdeny where be defeated four regiments of Saxons^ 
oUiging a larger corps to take refuge under the cannon ot 
that city. He undertool^ the fiege o? ^Freyherg ; but quitted 
the enterprife, on advice that Hatfield was pofting from 
Wifiphialia to its relief . This fuggcfted the refolution of march- 
ing towards Zeit% to join bis infantry. While he remained iit 
this poft, advice was received that the Bi^eom were encamped 
nezf Cbmnitz^ where they waited to be joined by the im- 
perialifts under Hatfield^ To prevent this jundion he at-^ 
tacked them, and after an exceeding bloody action, ob-« 
tained a com[deat victory, only a very Anall number ;e>f the 
enemy efcaping. Th?s fucceTs wA* followed by divert 
ethers. Banter made an irruption into Bohemia^ where he 
laid great part of the country under contribution. Then re-* 
turning, he crofTed the Elbiy and fell upon general Hoffkirk^ 
encamped with ten regiments of horfe and Teveral battalions 
of foot, near Brandiiz, The adion was maintained witH 
great obftinacy, both fides fought with theutmoft intre-* 
pity ; but in the end the imperialifts were forced to yield 
to the fortune of the Swede^ and with the lofs of 2000 men^ 
Ifeave him an undifputed viftory. He purfucd iJiem to the 
• walls of Praguiy and took Hofjkirk and Atontecuculi prifoncrs.* 
To draw the war into Sik/ta and Mororoia^ Banter repafled 
the Elbe^ and marched towards thefe countries, but he had 
not all the fuccefs with which he flattered himfelf. Th^ 
eaemy's forces multiplied daily, and it was impoffible for 
bun, with inferior numbers, to extend himfelf to all the 
places that required his prefence. The proteftants had pro-^ 
ttiifcd him great afliftance, but they Were over- awed by the 
enemy. No infuirrefHon appearea tft his favour, either in 
^iltfia or Bohemui^ as he expedled ^ yet he was not difcou- 
'aged* All that could be expcSed from him in fuch cir- 
eurnftances<» he performed. He defeated a body of impe« 
rialifts at Glatz ; three feveral times he drove the Saxom 
frooi their canrrp at T/r7f, and yet was forced to evacuate the jy,-^ jg^tb 
placej becaufe he could -not fpare a gacrifon. However, diftrejes 
with his little army, he reduced a great number <if towns, the 
^d obtained a variety of other advantages, when (tf a fud- Swedes. 

3 den 
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den bis wbole hopes were Mailed by the immature deatK ^ 
the duke of JViimar^ who fell a facrificeto the jealotrfy and 
ambitioo of the Frtmb^^As is afleried hy Puffhuiarf, 2ni 
divors other bifiorians. Brifaacy where duke Btrnard had 
lately acquired fo much glory^ was now the occaiion pf hia 
fall. Franu had an eye upon that place ; but the duke 
ftrenuoufly oppofed their defigns) and fo clofely watched 
their motions^ that it was thoughi> neceiTary to remove him 
by poifon, the.better to acconifSifli their purpofes. This at 
leaft is the aiiertion of Puffendorfi and- it was the geiyerat 
^ opinion at the time, that the body of this hero had all the 

m^rks of poifon ^. 

. It, was now difputed to whom the army ihould beloi^. 
It had always been called Weimar^^ army, though the troops 
were levied by Syjeden^ had taken an oath to the crown, 
and were ading in the fame caufe. with the Sweiiijh forces 
under Banter. The .duke, however, claimed the fupreme 
direction, (he foldiers obeyed him implicitly, and he fnp« 
ported them by contributions, and at his own expence, with-* 
out any charge to the crown* Thus he was regarded rather 
as an ally than a dependent ; his friendfhip was.eoui^ed by 
both parties -, but he adhered with gfeat conftancy to the 
Swedes^ from a fixed rivetted averfion to the court of Vienna: 
The French monarcb and the elector of Palatine now ap* 
peared candidates for the dilpofal of this army ; and the 
former, after arrefting the eledor, entered upon engagements 
with Eracy the commanding officer after the duke's death, 
and difpofed of his troops and conquefts as he thought propor* 
No fooner were the French in pofleflion of Brifaac^ and th< 
other places reduced in the laft campaign by nemardy than 
they forgot all their great promifes to his army, and even 
ftrove by every artifice to deilroy it, left it might again be- 
come formidable* 

. Besides being difappointed of the expei^d affiftance 
from duke^^r;2tfr^ Bonier had other difficulties to en- 
counter. The imperial army under Piccolomini was prodi- 
gioufly augmented ii\ the Netherlands^ and the archduke 
l^opold fVllliamy in quality of generaliffimo, was afTemblii;^ 
his utmoft ftrength to oppofe the Swedesy or rather to cruib 
^ (hematonQ blow. The danger was the greater, becaufe 

' tbere^remained no means of making adiverfion, and dividing 
the enemy. Want of forage obliged him to evacuate JBtf* 
hernia^ and abandon all the defigns formed upon that«king' 
dpm.. His cavalry was his chief ftrength, and prudecice diC'* 

* 
. I Comment de reb. Saec. lib. xi. k&. 39. 
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tvto&^hlatlieiHjOuld be cautious of troops upon which ever^ 
tiling. depended. At firft he entertained thoughts of" pene- 
trating to the Danube^ but on more mature' refleftion h6 • 
preferred the rout of Af^/'tf ,- in order to have the ^/'m^ 
army and the troops of i/^ nearer. T)\xkt George of Lu^ 
Jieniurgh had likewife conceived fome difguft at the condu<% 
©f ^the emperor ; Bonier was not without hope he might be 
able to gain him, and- this wa^ a further inducement to ap- 
proach nearer to his country. Before he quitted Bohemia^ ^ 
ke/eit upon a body of Croats of 3000 men, which he cut in 
pieces. General Konigfmark alfo was fortunate ; returning A. D.- 
from Weftphalia^ he firit defeated the imperialifls at Gera ; a 1640* 
fecond time he routed them at Schmolen^ and a third time ob- 
tained a complete viftory near Ltipjic. This fuccefs in- 
' fufed* fpirits into the Swedes \ Banter entered Mifnia,, and 
difperfed his troops along the Mulda^ having firft detached 
iikkft regiments under Wittenberg to Voightlandi, Here he 
ftrorigly folicited the allies to join him, and more prefSngly Further 
renewed his inAances, upon advice that Picohmini had in- operatifna, 
vaded Voightland^ and driven Wittenberg out of the country. ^^^» 
His intreaties fucceeded ; the Weimar army, under the dukes /*^^ 
tALwgueimlle and Gubrieh^ the Ruffians led by general Me-^ 
Under ^ and the troops of Lunenburgh^ commanded by general 
KUtzixgy joined him at Erfort, Now his army was , once 
more equally brilliant and formidable, being compofed of 22 
kKttalions of infantry and 22,000 horfe, all ftout men, well 
mounted and accoutered. Nothing but unatiimity wa& want- 
ing to procure fuccefs 5 all unfortunately claimed a fupe- 
riority ; none chofe to be directed by another 5 each enter- 
tained the higheft notion of his own merit, and thought tQ 
dff]4ay his judgment by propofing fome new plan cf opera- 
tion. Bonier^ in a word, encreafed his numbers, hut he 
gained little additional ftrength, as he was not allowed to 
fallow the fuggeftions of his own genius, and to ftrike thofe 
fudden blows which diftinguiih the mafter in the military 
art. After long debates, it was at laft agreed, that they 
fliould attack the enemy encamped at Sasfeld, With this 
view he feized upon an eminence at a diftance, from whence 
tbey began a viojpnt cannonading, and then attacked^he 
iatrenchtnents, fword*in-hand ; but the artillery did little 
execution, and the imperiaiifts had made their intrench- 
ments too ftrong to be eafily forced. In this fituation both 
armies, continued, until a fcarcity prevailed in each camp. 
There feemed to, be a kind ofrivalihip which army c6uld 
longeft endure the pi:eirure of famine ; but on the fide of the 
allies the fiay proceede«t (bom icrefolution, and divifion$ 
I Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXIu. U among 
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among Ae generak. Banter ^ however, refol^d tot'l</'eis>» 
pofe his troops any longer. He fet out through Tburhigm 
for Franconiaj to feize upoa an advantageous poft on the 
Maine ; but as he advanced to the Sala^ he perceived thq 
enemy had occupied the oppofite fide. They were in* 
trenched, and it was tmpoffibie for him to force a paflag^; 
he, therefore, marched through Hejfey where his army Aif^ 
fered greatly by famine. To extricate himfelf from this difs* 
^ ficulty, be propofed fighting; the enemy to the landgrave xJt 
Hejfe and the duke of Zim^^z^nr^d ; but finding them averfe 
to this meafure, he pretended he would crofs the Wefer and 
the E^e^ with the Swedijh army, by which the allies would be 
left expofed to the mercy of the confederates, and thereby 
obliged the princes to be more pliant. The imperialtfts were 
endeavouring to penetrate into Lunenburgh ; JS^^'s diligence 
baffled their endeavours. He prevented their croffing the 
Wefer^ and refrefhed his own army in the duchy, which had 
not yet been exhaufted by hofiile armies **• 

All this time the imperialifts were pinched with hunger 
on the oppofite fide the river, and extremely harraflcd by the 
perpetual alarms given by the HeJJianSj which determined 
them to return to Franconia. On theif march they were at* 
tacked by the army of ffeimar^ and though not aduallyde** 
feated, they were exceeding roughly handled. Bonier, dut 
he might no longer be an expence to his ally, quitted £ih 
nenburgh, entered the territory of Culmia/cb, ziii there re* 
mained inadive for the feafon. 
A. D. Early next year. Banter made an attempt on Ratifian^ 
1641. while the diet fate there, prefided by the emperor. The 
enterprife carried fome appearance of fuccefs, 4is.the impe* 
ri^lifis were then diiperfed in winter-quarters, and the Danube 
was frozen over. Juft as his advanced guard was ready to 
crofs the river, a fudden change of weathei; baffled the de- 
fign, and greatly endangered the Swedijh army. The ice 
broke while they were upon it, but fortunately nonepe* 
rilhed, and fuch vaft pieces floated down with the ftrean, 
as rendered it impoffible to throw a bridge over. But though 
he failed in this fpirited enterprife, Banier did not deipoir of 
penetrating into Bavaria^ and he muft have fucceeded bad 
not Gubrieny with the troops of fVeimarj feparated them- 
felves from bim^ without regard to their own intereftnor bis 
rcmonftrances. Mean time the eneipyaflembled with great 
expedition at Ingol/iadt and RatiJbQn. They were greasy fu* 
perior in numbers^ and Banier was in the utmoft danger. 



k PuFFBKD. ibid* 



To 



Th Hi/iory of Sweden? 47^ 

' t^^ tfftiA certain ntin» aod the total deftriK^ioA of bU^ ^^/ii 
these remaiaed no other method than returning with all por.^ 
fible a£tivity , through deep broken roads, fcarce pafTable ia, 
the rainy feafon. All his detachments were ordered to follow 
through the great foreft of Bohemia*^ but colonel Slangs* 
with three regiments^, was overtaken by the enemy, befiegcd^ 
in Neuiutgb^ and after a gallant and obfilnate defence^ by^ 
which he faved.the SweeUjb army, was taken prifoner with^ ^ 

hJ9 If h<de carps. Had the enemy marched dire(£Uy to Cham^, 
idflead of fuf^ring themf<;Ives to be amufed at Newburgh^^ 
Bamer moft inefitably have loft great part of his infantry andl 
all the artillery ; yet, aftQC he efcaped this danger, % 
corps of 16,000' imperial irreg^^Iars harrafied the ikirts of. 
bis army, though .they never ventured upon an attack. At. 
laft the Suffdesi after a long, fatiguing, and hazardous, 
march, reached Anniabergi haying traverfed the whole for- 
rcft of Bobemiay and paflcd. the river Eger. Their rapidity 
baffled the deiigns of PicolopuHij who had taken a fhorter, 
rout, in hopes of intercepting them at Prieznitz, At the^ 
perfuafiod oi Konigftnark^ the army of Weimar again joined' 
hmiTi by which he was once more enabled to face the 
enemy. The duke dt Gubrien^ when too late, perceived \hi, 
error he had committed, in not permitting the war to bet 
cawied into the hereditary, dominions j but this, . though at-*- 
tended with unfortuiitte cpnjbquepces, was trifling to what 
the confederates were tiow about to fufFer, Duke George o( 
Lunenburg breathed his laft, and with him perHhed all hope 
of affiftancc from that family j and what was ftill more un- 
fi^rtunatc, the aftivc intrepid Banter wzs felzed with a dan- 
gerous acute fever, at the time his abilities were moft 
\*aflted \ He died fooa after upon a march, not without 
fufplcion that both he and the duke of Lunenburgh had been 

potfoifcd (A). . , M, t. 

The lofs of their brave general was a ternble blow to the Banlef 
Swedifi army, at a junaure when the troops became mu- 4/1V/. 

^PupFEifi Comment, dereb* Saec. lib. adi.fefi. 4. Loccsk. 
lib.ix. . , 

/ (A) P«^i/(7f/*infinttate8, that contrafted by the cold iand fa- 

hoih drank poifon at an enter- tiguc he fdftained in the tedious 

taioiaent tp which they were in- march through the £ohmiaii ^ 

vited at Hiihjheim ; but the con- foreft. Such hints ought neve* • 

jeftore is fuppbrtcd by no other to be dropped from an hiftorian, 

aaihority, and it is certain that bat upon the cleared {treftunp* 

j&ii/f.Vr's difordcr was a fever, tions. 

U a ti»Ott» 



tiA6t]s for their pay, and there was no money. The rrfpeS 
which the foldiers and inferior officers entertained for bis 
"" chara£ter, was evinced by the licentious btmiour diey dif« 
covered the moment he was laid in the ground. The co< 
lonels entered into a. kind of league not to obey the four 
major^'gei^^rals, and to oblige them to advance their par. 
7hey Kkewife propofed taking feparate commands,' and ai« 
Tiding the army into as many corps as it contained regi- 
ments I but this fcheme was broke by the vigilance of 
IVrangely Konigfmarkj Wtttenhergy and Pfuhl^ who gained 
the affediions of the foldiers, and perfuaded them againll 
* oieafures which would neceflarily render them an eaiy prey 
to the enemy. In fuch circumftances it was not poffible 
that the imperialifts could remain illative. The opportn* 
nity was favourable, and Picdomim was too prudent to fiifltr 
it to efcape. He attacked and cut in pieces a Swedifi 
detachment at ^uiedlenbergy after whi^b he propofed falling 
upon the main army, but was difappointed by the excellent 
and expeditious retreat made by the SweeUJb generals. Af- 
terwards a detachment was fent to beat up. the quarters of 
the BiJJiansi notwithftanding the emp^eror was at that turn 
negotiating a treaty wjth them and the Lunenburgben i but 
fprangel and Konigfmarkj having fome iiitimatioii of the de* 
iign of the imperialifts, threw themfelves in their way, and 
obtained a complete victory, at the expence of 2000 men. 
to the onemy^ This advantage, however, did not retrieve 
the Swidijh affairs ; they were daily declining for want of a 
general, and anarchy and confiificti threatened the difiblu*. 
tion of a body of men, who had for fo many years been the 
terror of Qirmany^ atid the admiration of chriftendom. The 
emperor by his felicitations, and the Danijh monarch by the 
ftrength of magnificent promifes, endeavoured to debauch 
the n{inds.Qf jthe foldiers. Divifion reigne4 among them- 
felves. and the troops were deftitute of money, cloaths, and 
proviuons ; it was, therefore^ with the utmoil difEcuIty, the. 
generals could prevent their difperiing or deferting in whole 
regiments to the enemy, yntil the arrival of the. new com- 
Torflen- manacr in chief, Leonard Torftenfon^ from Sweden, To give, 
fon h/ent this general credit, with the army,, he was furnifhed with a 
io com- large fum of money, and accompanied by a ftfong reinforce- 
mandthe ment. The Weimar army, however, leparated frorti the' 
Swediih Swedijh army» atkl thus the deitgn he had formed of imme- 
i»rmy, diately giving battle to the enemy was defeated. Nor were 
the. Swedes moxt fortunate in Silejia^ though general StaW 
banch laboured with extreme diligence to put affairs in the' 
ke|t poftuic. The eaemy w^re incomparably ftronger 1 they 

laid 
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laid fiege tp aH the foftrtfies poilefred by ^^wedeiy and fe<- 
duced them gradually^ without fcarce a«)rtdlftance from ,th0 
army in th€ field ; Stathanch being forced to retire to the 
marche of BrandetAurgby where happily for him he found 
ihelter under the wing of the young cledor, who had decer-> 
mined to obferve a neutrality with the crown of Sweden^. 

In the winter, a negotiation between the court of Vienna^ A. D# 
and the princes of the houfe of LunerAurgh^ was fet on foot 1642* 
at GotzloTy and greatly forwarded by the inadivity of 7^r«, 
Jienfon^ who was forced to remain idle the whole preceding 
autumn, on account of his inferiority, and a dangerous gout, 
whiirh confined him to his chamjber. A report was fpread of 
his death, which encouraged the imperialifts to begin a long 
march, through roads fcarce pafiable, in hopes of furprifing 
the Swedijh army without a leader, and in the utmoft con- 
fufion. ^ They were further induced to this attempt by a ^. 
traitcrous correfpondcnce they maintained with certain £zc;^* atuS^ 
'difi officers, particuliarly with colonel Seckendorf^ who was ^ ^ * * 
difcovered, feit:ed, and executed publickly at the head of the 
army. The criminal pleaded his intention of drawing the 
enemy into an ambufcade ; but it was anfwered, that he 
ought to have apprized the general of his defign, in order 
that the arnriy might be put in a proper pofture, and the ne^ 
ceflkry meafures taken. It was too plain, indeed., tba^the 
-Was guilty, and his papers proved that be had been cor- 
rupted. Upon this dtfcovery, Torfienfon advanced to Amfet^ 
and occupied a poft |hat could not be forced j upon which 
the imperialifts finding they could execute nothing, croiled 
and proceeded to Tangerrtionde. They made a feint, as if 
they propofed falling into the duchy of Meckfenburgiy and 
attacking the maritime towns ; but Torfienfon penetrating 
their red defign, was not to be *moved from his advantaf 
gCQus fituation. In a word, they fuffered equally by this 
narraffing march, as if they had fought a bloody battle* 
Upon the enemy*s retreat, Torftenfon^ by a fine manoeuvre, 
which (hewed him no unworthy (wcctSox of pdnier^ fell 
^pon Silefiay joined Btalbanch^ who bad been driven oyt of 
the country, reduced great Glogau ,with uncommon vigour 
and celerity, took a great number of other important places^ 
and then laid fiege to Schweidnitz, The dvke .o{ 0axe-Latu^ 
inhurgh endeavouring, at the head of all his cavalry, to 
throw in fuccours, was defeated with the loft of 3000 men 
killed in the field and the purfuit, which continued for the 
fjiiWof jSive leagues. The duke himfelf was taken prifoiiert 

V »4d.ihid. 
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«nd died a fey^ days after of the wounds received in the eii* 
gagement, and chagrin at his difeppointment. With bia^ 
'perifhed all tbevaft deiign« which he had/ormed, at the fog- 
^gcftibn. of Amhiimy of driving the Swedes out of the empire. 

Ik confequencc of the duke's defeat, Scbweidnit% furren* 
dered at difcretionf and Twfimfin fending a detachment to 
kiveft Neiffi^ marched with the main army to purfue hii 
blow,' and compel the imperialifts to evacuate Silefia, This 
lie effe£lually performed, obliging them to retire precipi- 
. ;tately ovter barren mountains, harraifed by his light troops, 
and almoft famifhed for wapt of provifion, by which he en- 
tirely ruined the wretched remains of this lately vidorious 
^rmy. Refolved to carry all before him, he rufiied like a 
^torrent into Morm}ia^ and ih five days reduced the ftrong 
town of Olmutz, which .in our memory has fuftained afiege 
for as many weeks, though invefted by the fineft army under 
one of the mpft experienced generals in Europe. JLitia and 
ifewftadt met with the fame fortune, a fure footing was 
•eftabliflied in the province, upon which the Swedes returned 
Suddenly t6 Sikjia^ where they reduced Ofpelen^ BriegySttA 
laid fiege to Brejlau, Here the garrifon made fo vigorous a de« 
fence, that the imperialifts, under the Condud: of the arch- 
•duke Leopoldj had time to aflemble and march to their relief, 
^orftenfin was greatly inferior ih .point of numbers, be 
c -dreaded the confequences of a defeat, avoided battle witi) 

^great addrefs, and raifed the fiege, but with fo formidablea 
countenance,- that the enemy did not prefume to moleft his 
retreat, or oppofe hi^ encamping on a fine fituation, at the 
confluence of the Neiffi and the Oder, The enemy em- 
1)faced this opportunity of laying fiege to great Glogau ; but 
after having fpent feveral days before that place, and iofing 
•^ great number of men, they were forced to abandon the 
.cnterprife upon the jundton of Wremgel and Torftenfmi by 
which the Swedijb army was put in a pondition to offer 
1>attle. It was now that Torftenftm prcgeded the fchemeof 
penetrating into Bohemia^ and wintering in that kingdom;! 
defign that was fruftrated by the vigilance of the enemy, 
though he had taken every meafure that human prudence 
and forefight could dired. However, he was fo fortunate 
as to reduce Zitiauy where for the firft time a cartel was 
eftabliflied for the exchange of prifoners, by which the 
Swedijh army was confiderably augmented *. 

Perceiving with regret that he could neither force his 
way into Uiih$mm^ nor draw the enc tny into> a battl^i ?V* 

* Puff. Comment, de. iA, Saetf. lib, ?cvii, 
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Jimfm deicellded along the Elbe^ crofled the river at Tdrgau^t 
«nd direi^ed his march to Leipjic^ with intention to inveft 
ibat important city, and at the fame time make a diveriioi 
in favour of Kmigfmark^ whom he had fent to Lo^er 
Sax&ny. Immediately the aichduke and Picclomini aflem- 
bled all their forces, and fet out for Saxony^ to the relief of The 
htif^. On their approach, the Swede drew his army out Swedes 
of t^e intrenchmehts, upon that very, plain where Gufttxvm obtain a 
JJUphui had a few years before obtained a celebrated vidory^^^^^^ 
The very fight of a fpot fo glorious to the Swedes^ animated "^^^^ ^ 
(hem with ia double portion of courage, and made them ^^P^^.* 
eager to engage with greatly difproportioned forces. Nor 
^ere the impertalifts backward to come to blows, as they 
kne4r thzt Torftenfin would foon be reinforced with the 
^/0Mr army, and the troops under Guhrien. A furious 
caooonading announced the battle, both fides plying their 
artillery. with equal dexterity and vigour. Onefingle bullet 
bad almoft proved fatal to Sweden^ and infured a defeat : 
it carried away the furniture of TorfienfitCs horfe, killed the t 
ebuQt Palatinh horfe, pierced general Rabenau through the, 
body, and fwept oiF the head of the celebrated counfellor 
Crabbe^ befides carrying away the leg , of a private foldier* 
The Swedijh right wing, led on by Wiitemberg and Stalhanchf 
began the attack, and pufhed it with fiich impetuofity, that 
the enemy were put in diforder^ and rallied with the utmoft 
difficulty by the archduke in perfph. On the other fide, the 
left gave way to the irrefiftible weight of the enemy, who 
Ipoured down with the whole ftrength of the right wing and 
Center ; but the Swedijh infantry pu&ing into the cbafin 
left between the wings of the imperialifis, foon retrieved 
the face of affairs, broke the enemy, furrounded their flaiik, 
made.terrible daughter, and gained a complete vi£tory« The 
imperialifts retreated in great confufion ; they left 5000 men 
<iead on the field, among whom were feveral officers of dif- 
tin&ion, near 3000 were wounded, and an equal number 
^en prifoners ; but the fatigue the Swedes had -undergone^ 
the great number of their wounded, and the fwiftnefs of the 
enemies flight, prevented their purfuing their advantage* 
This vi<9:ory was not obtained without b^odflied ; it coft 
the Swedes the lives of near 2000 brave foldiers, among 
whom was included the intrepid Lilienhock^ grand mafter of 
the artillery ". j 

. The imtportaht viftdry of Leipjk was fucceeded by the 
immediate furrender of that city, where Tarjlenfon refr^ed 

* LoccB.iY. lib. ix. 
. U 4 his 
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his aroiy, before be undertook tbe intended expeditrmt im 
B^hania. Having given his troops fufficieht bres^hing, hd 
proceeded to Freyburg^ in hopes that place, in which the ene<j 
my bad amafled large magazines, would furrender in a few 
days ; however, the fiege xoft him feveral weeks, and the ob« 
flinacy ofthegarrifon obliged him at laft to abandon the en« 
terprifey and put his army into quarters. Mean time the 
Wsimar troops and the Heffiam had greatly fignalised them^ 
Selves, having gained a glorious vidory zx. Kempen^ ovef 
Ijombei^ and reduced almoft the whole countri^ of yuUm 
and Cologne before the autumn ; about which time Gubrioi 
with the Witmar army, returned to winter in Ftmumia. 
A. D* As foon as the feafon permitted Torfienfim to take the field, 
^1643* h^ fifft operations were dire£ted againft Freybutg \ the fiege 
of which place he refumcd with redoubled vigour ; but he 
was a fecond time baffled by the arrival of P/Wtfrn/m, after- 
having reduced the garrifon to extreme neceiBty. The 
Bwede was defirous of coming to a battle \ but this the impe* 
rial general avoided, contenting himfelfwith obliging 70r«< 
Jtenfon to quit an enterjpriiey upon which he had fpent fo much 
' time a|^d blood. Thus difappointed, Tarflmfon rapidly di* 
it&tA his courfe towards Bohemia^ where Gellas had juft 
been vefted with the command of the imperial forces, in 
quality of generaliffimo, which gave great fatisfadion, as 
be entertained a mean opinion of that ofiicer's capacity and 
popularity. Gallas propofed obftrudling the pafiage of the 
Swedijh army into Moravia ; but TorJIepfon^ glad of tbe op^ 
portunity of ihewing his contempt of fo unequal a com# 
petitor, purfued his^ march within fight of the imperialifts $ 
who feemed confounded and overawed .at his courage. A 
detachment of three Swatijh regiments, however, were de* 
feated, through the negligence of the commander ; a lofs 
t which Torfienjhn foon after revenged, by the entire over* 
throw of a body of imperial cavalry, which occupied a^ftrong 
poft at Buchiem, While he was thus employed in Morawfj 
be was ordered by the regency to march with all poffible £b-* 
crecy and expedition into Holfteiny in confequence of a rujw 
ture between the crowns of Sweden and Denmark* This 
obliged him to lay atide his whole plan of operations, and to' 
bend his courfe towards Silejk^ after having provided OM«As,' 
Newftadty and Euknhour^^ with every neceilary to withftand % 
fiege. 

All Europe ftood aftoniflied at this irruption into Holfim, 
In general the proceeding was condemned, as rafliahd de*i 
fperate. It was matter of furprife, that Sweden^ already, 
tp^aufied by a tedious war, and ready 'tQ- fink under the 
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im^t of bet eni»mies,(houl<} increafe their number, byamea- War tvith 
ftire which did not feem fiipported by equity any more than Denmark 
ibund policy 5 but the truth was, the regencv were compel- 
led to the neceffity of refenting the conduct of his Dai^fi 
majefty, who, under the thata£ler of mediator, took every 
method of embroihng the affairs of Sweden, Under the pre- 
text of negotiating a peace, he endeavoured to deprive them 
of the fruits of all their vidories in Germar^ \ he had put 
the grofleft afFront on the queen dowager ; he eflabliflied 
certain rights at Ruden extremely prejudicial to the S^a^drjh 
commerce, by loading wit^ duties all merchandife exported 
from Sweden to Pomerania, The regency rettionftrated to 
the court of Copenhagen ; but they received only vague and 
frequently farcaftic anfwers : they therefore determined to 
have recourfe to arms in defeating the defigns of a partial 
mediator, who fought nothing fo eafneftly as the redudion 
ef the power and glory of Sweden (A). The great difficulty 
was, to take their meafures fo fecretly, that they (hould not 
be difcovered by thp Danes foon enough to make the necef- 
fary preparations. Such indeed was the privacy, the clofe* 
»efs, and lotegrity obfcrved upon this occafion, that not- 
withftanding the afFair was feveral days debated in full coun- 
cil, not the fmallefl: intimation of it came to the ears of 
the Danijb, the French^ the Englijh^ or the Dutch ambafla- 
(dors. The deiign was, ito evacuate Pomerania^ if neceflary, 
and to recompcnfe this lofs at the expence of Denmark. The 
i6gency hoped now to curb the Danijh monarch, and oblige 
bim to obferve an exad neutrality, provided the winter 
proved favourable ; and pw>bably the fcheme muft have fuc* 
ceeded, but for^ certain unavoidable accidents, beyond the 
reach of human forefigbt. The ice was too weak to fup- 
port the weight of the SwetSJh forces ; and the king of Den* 
marky notwithftanding his grey hairs, difplayed all the aSi- 
vity and vigour of a yof'i^g monarch, joined to the prudence 
rf an experienced wtfrrior and politician. At firft Torften--^ 
fan carried all before him in Holjieln and Jutland -y the Danes 
were frequently defeated 5 ^body of 5000 infantry were fur- 
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« (A) The reader will fee the 
Otigia of this war more folly ex- 
plained in the hiilory of Den- 
v^rk. Tire* caufes there affign- 
edarf fomewhat different ; each 
nation endeavoured totbrow the 
kl^me upon th^ other ; but the 
poll impartial hiflorians oFother 
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countries attribute the war to 
the jealouiies cff Denmark^ and 
the fpirit of Sw^eden, Such lit-^- 
tie inconfiftencies are eafily re- 
conciledy when it is confidered* 
that we deduce the hiftory of e- 
very people from their own 
writers. 
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rounded^ and forced to lay down their arm$ ; and a Tariic^ 

of cities, towns, and fortrcflcs, were reduced. Gufiavux 
iiorn^ at the fame time, made an irruption into Sch^nen with 
14,000 men, where his conquefis were extremely rapid. 
The Swedijh fleet, likewife, ravaged the iflands held by the 
crown of Denmark in the Baltic, and every circumftance 
promifed fuccefs to the defigns of the regency. At lafi 
Naval en- the two fleets met \ the battle was obftinate, and both fid'es 
^agiments. claimed vidlory, though without obtaining any real fupe«- 
riority. The Swedes were forced to abandon Fem€r£n, 
and the old king Cbriftian received a hurt in the eye. An- 
other battle fought toward the end of the feafon* proved 
^ore decifive. WrangeU in conjundion with the Dutch ad- 
iniral, attacked the Qanijh fleet, and out of fix deftroyed 
four men of war ". , 

Mean time general Horn bad great fuccefs in Sch^euy 
where he reduced Landjhroon. He then penetrated into the 
fvoviacci of HallandzndBleiingf defeated the i><7»^i in di- 
vers rencounters, took Labohn by aflault, returned fuddenly 
tp S,chonen, and laid flege to Adalmoc with a)l his forces. As 
to Tor/ienfonj though he was under the neceffity of leaving 
the greateft part of his army in Holjleln and Jutland, yet he 
did not negledi the affairs of Germany. After providing the 
chief fortrcflcs with every thing pect flary, he difpatched ge- 
neral Douglas to Pomerania, and Guftavus Otter Steenboek to 
tyejiphalia, with confiderable forces. Kmigftnark had diftin- 
guimed himfeif the preceding year upon a variety of occa* 
Sons. Having penetrated into Mifnia and Franconia, he laid 
the whole country under contribution quite, to the Rhine \ 
and then opening his way through Thuringia into Lowdr Sax^ 
ony, he furprifed Halberjladt, and reduced &laden and Afier-^ 
tlfyck. Thence he flew to the protection of Pomerania, in* 
vaded by the Polijb general Crakau, with a body oi 40QO 
borfe and dragoons. Kcnigfmark foon drove him out of the 
province, and recovered all the place«> he had taken. Bat 
s^midft thefe fuccefles, the aiFairs of Sweden fuftained a fevere 
blow from the ruin of the Weimar army, which, aftergain* 
ing feveral advantages, was at laft attacked in the territory 
of Dettingen by the Bavarians, and fo totally defeated, that 
of 15,000 men, fcarce half that number faved tiiemfelves la 
the tipper Alface. 

Now Kowgfmark had inftruftions to give all his attention 
to the affairs of the Higher and Lower Saxony. In confij- 

" Idem. ibid. Puffeno. torn. vi. lib. vi. AaKENHOLTa. 
vie dc Chriffine, torn, i. 
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^uence of thefe orders, he feized on Farden^ a town belong- 
ing to the archbifhpp of Bremen^ becaufe he perceived that 
the prelate was biaffed in favour of the court of Denmarh 
' Such was the fpirit of Swederiy that flie never fcrupled at- 
tacking thofe princes openly, whom Ihe believed fecretly at- 
tached to her enemies. Hedged in oil every fide, and now 
'deftitute of allies, unlefs France and Holland m^t be deem- 
ed her allies, fhe boldly forced thofe powers to an open rup- 
ture, whofe clandeftine pra6lices there was reafon to fufped^. 
The emperor, the cleSor of Saxony^ the kings oi Poland and 
Denmarky were all united againft her ; yet with fcant/ re- 
venues, and a handful of foidiers, did fhe face all her ene« 
mtes ; and at lad: extricate herfelf by a peace, that might be 
reckoned not inglorious, had (he had only one of thole 
powers to combat. 

The imperialifts took occafion of the rupturp between 
the northern crowns, to attempt blocking up the Swedijh 
army in Holftein and Jutlandyfox which purpofe Gallas march- ^ - 
cd thither with aconfiderable army. They likewife hoped, 
that general Hatfeldy affifted by the archbifliop of \Br^/«fii, 
.would be an over-match for Komgfmark j but the vigilance 
of the Swedijh general defeated all their defigns. While 
Gallas was waiting to be joined by the Danes at Odejloe^ 
Torfienfon marched up to his camp, and offered battle. Find- 
ing the imperialift was refolved not to engage, h^ contrived 
means to draw him from his advantageous fituation, attack- 
ed and defeated his rear with confiderable (laughter. By 
^ihis means the jun(Si:ion of the Danes and Germans was pre- 
sented, and the latter forced to return to Lawenberg. 
Though the Swedijh general might how have attacked the 
Danes with Aiccefs, he chofe to purfue Gallasy in order to 
give fatisfa£lion to the court of France^ who^ complained, 
that ihe was faddled with the whole burthen of the war 
fince the Swedijh expedition into Holjiein. Pafling the £/ftf, 
he followed him with all diligence towards Bernbur^hy re- 
duced the fortrefs, and pointing its cannon againft the im^ 
Eirialifts, frequently obliged them to change their fituation, 
e could not bring them to a battle, but he held the enemy 
in a manner befieged, and reduced them to fo great necefEty, 
that numbers of men and horfes daily perKhed by famine. 
There was no outlet, or poflible means to efcape, except to 
JMagdeburghy which might be attempted, with fome appear- 
ance of fuccefs, under cover of a dark night. Upon this 
Qallas determined, ^hWesTorJlenfon was in purfuit of his ca- - 
Valry detached as far as Afcherjleben to forage. The proje<5 
fu((:eeded } his advanced guard reached Magdeturgh before 
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TorflinforC% return from the expedition to AJcherjkbm ; butall 
bis forap^ers, wounded, cannon, and baggage, fell a pre^ 
to the Swedes. He remained with the inSintry at Magdh 
iurghf and detached the Saxon cavalry, that had lately joined 
him, to make a diverfion in SUefia ^ but they were met oa 
the road, and cut in pieces by Torftenfon. Upon the whole, 
this expedition was extremely unfortunate to the imperialifti, 
as it coft them all their cavalry, and great numbers of their 
infantry ^ the whole amounting to half the numerous lirmy 
which Gallas led out of Bohemia. Yet, with all thefe fuc- 
ceflcs, nothing could hjve faved the Swedljh affairs in Ga'- 
ntfir^^ but the powerful divieriibn made by the Trench in thofe 

A^ D. famous campaigns, which render immortal the names of 

1645* C^^^ an<l Turenne *'. 

The new year was u(hered in by a rapid conqueft ma<!e 
by Wrangel in Holftein and Jutland in the depth of winter j 
nor was Konigfmark lefs fuccefsful on the other fide of di« 
^Ibe. After reducing Altenland^ and fome other places ia 
Bremen^ he laid fiege to Stade^ and in two days forced the 
garrifon to capitulate. The Swedes too made fome progrefi 
oj? the frontiers of Norway^ and got pofleffion of the ifland 
of Borkholm. Guftavus Morn was preparing to attack- Md' 
moc a fecond time^ when happily a negotiation was ft-t oa 
foot at Bron/ebroj under the mediation o{ Frame and Holland^ 
and a peace at length concluded between the two northera 
princes. By this treaty his Danijh majefty ceded to Sweden^ 
m perpetuity, the provinces of Jemptland and Harndaletff 
with the iflands of Gothland and Oefel-, he likewife fequcf- 
tered in the hands of the Swedes^ the province of Halbnd^ at 
fecurity for his conduft for the fpacc of twenty-fix years. 
Thusdidthcyigilance,a(Sivity,and fpirit of the Sw/^x,triumpl| 
over all oppofition, and reduce a nation, formerly their coh? 
(juerors, to Agn a glorious and advantageous p^ace, at a time 
when they feemed to be fully employed in the German affairSf 
As the friendfliip of the Dutch became now fufpeded^ 
it was happy for the Swedes they had got rid of fo dangerous 
^ war,, before the republic had time to accept o^ the liberal 
offers of his Danijh majefty. They wero^now at liberty to 
pay their whole attention to their quarrel with the emperor; 
and accordingly Torftenfon was taking meafures for carrying • 
the war into^the bowels of the empire, and the heart of thtf 
Auftrian hereditary dominions. By this he propofed ruin% 
ing the new levies, and approaching within fuch a diftanco 
of Ragotzif as to aft in concert with that prince, who was 
making a powerful diverfion in Hungary and Tranfyhania. It> 
9 Vol. XXV. Uavcxfil Hift, 
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inrder t<r feciirc his retreat, and cut off all danger from be- 
bitifd, the SweSJh general concluded a truce with the cledof ' 
of S^Monyi whereby the coart o/ Vienna was deprived of art 
extreme ufeful ally. However, Hatfield aflembled a coiifi- 
derabie army to oppofe -the Swedes^ and the emperor came ^ 

in pcrfon to Prague^ to animate his troops by his prefence. 
The two armies came in fight at yancowitz^ and both gene- The 
rals refolved to hazard an engagement. The imperialifls Swedes 
were encouraged by their fuperiority, by the emperor's ex- gitin a 
hortfations, and the defire of difablingthe enemy from pcne- 'viSory ai 
trating into Aufiria. *Torfienfon was\ adluated by other con- Jancowita^ 
fiderations. His army funered greatly by t;he feverity of the 
dimate, he wiihed to place his troops in better quarters, / 
and doubted not but he fhould carry all befbre him, could 
he defiroy this laft ftake of the court of Vienna. As the fitu- 
ation was mountainous and woody, it was impoiSble to draw , 

up the troops regularly; however, both armies joifte.d battle, 
»id fought with great intrepidity. The impetuofity of the* 
Set^^j broke" and defeated the left wing of the imperialiils, 
led by general GeetZy who was killed. They rallied, how- 
ever, behind a wood, and made a ftout refiftance, hut were 
a fccond time put in confufion, and driven off the field. la 
theceoter the battle continued obftihate for the fpace of two 
hours, neither fide yielding an inch ; but the Swedijh vidori- ' 
aus left wing joining the center, foon turned the fcale, broke 
the imperialifts, made prodigious {laughter, and gained a 
complete viSory. The enemy left 4000 dead on the field, 
among whom were marefchal Hatfield^ with a great number 
of officers of diftinSion, and near 5000 were taken prifoners. 
Never was artillery better C9ndufted than on this occafion. 
The Swedes had planted cannon upon every eminence, and 
fwept whole lines with their grape-fiiot; to which, ia 
particular, the enemy afcribed their defeat?. 

A IPATH being now opened into Aujiria and Moravia^ 
the Swftii/5i general, without lofs of time, penetrated to the 
latter through Bohemia. He reduced Ighu and Znaim^ with 
all the furrounding fortrefles, and then marching to Cremi 
on the Dgnuhe^ obliged the garrifon of that p]<^ce to capitu- 
late. The want of boats prevented his crofling the river; 
he therefore refolved to join Ragot^^ and on his way took . 
CmerAurgh, and a variety of other townp and caftles be-^ 
Jmdihc Danube. After his juniftion with i?^^<:tf8:/. Tor/ten^ 
fin hoped to find a paflage over the Danube f between Vienna 
^Pre/burgby by which he ibould be abfolute mafterof 
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both fides the river; but he loft mach thne in the fieg^b^ 
Brimiy a place which was defperately defended by one* 
Soucbes, a Swedijh officer,' who had, deferted fome years 
before. Since the jun^on with Ragotu was effeded, 
the combined army was very formidable in numbers* 
The prince ^ad 25,000 men, but fo ill-difciplined 
and provided, that they ierved only to ruin the Sweii^ 
quarters, and lay defolate every country through which tbey 
pailed. But he was foon eafed of this troublefome ally, by 
a peace which Ragoixi concluded with the emperor, mving* 
all his demands granted, he bid farewel to the Swedijb gene* 
ral, and returned with his whole army to Hungary. Kagst* 
74*8 departure, and a peftilential difeafe which prevailed ia 
the camp, obliged Torjien/on to raife the fiege of Brinn^ aft 
ter he had confumed much valuable time before a j^acCi 
the reduction of which could not produce any very confide-* 
rable advantage. In fa£^, his ftay here ferved no purpofe, 
but to give the enemy leifure to ailemble ; which tbey did- 
in (uch numbers, as obliged the Swedes again to offer mm, 
battle. With this view he marched to Stekerau ; but on bis 
arrival, found that the archduke was gone with the bulk of 
Ills army to Suabiay to the fuccour of theele6lor of Bavaritif 
lately defeated by Turenne. Leopold's march was fo rapid, 
that it was not poffible to overtake him, and he had left the 
paflages over the Danube well guarded before his departure. 
This, and the epidemical difeafe that raged in his army, coiv* 
vjnced Torftenfon of the neccffity of providing winter-quarteis' 
before his march ihould be obftruAed by the depth of the 
roads; but that Auftria might not be entirely debarred frDoi; 
the Swedes^ he left ftrong garrifons in all the towns he hai^ 
conquered, and kept open a communication between Cronen" 
burgh,, Cremsj and other places on the Danube^ and Obnitiz) 
and Glogau* Now he direded his march to Bohemia^ cao^i 
toned his army along the. Eger^ and detached Konigfmark 
into Moraviaj to provide quarters, and every other nc-r 
ceflary^. Ij 

Torflen- Hitherto Torftenfon had conducted the SweSfi a£ict: 
fonrefigniin Germany with great ability, fuccefs, and reputation} 
ike com- ' but an inveterate gout, with which he was tortured, now 
mand to ot^liged him to rehgn the command,' and retire to Leipfaf .- 
Wrangel. where he expefted to meet Wrangel with a confiderable rein- ■ 
-A. D. forcement from Holftein. Wrangel now preiided in quali^ , 
1646. of generaliffimo. His army was compofed of 15,000 horie 
and 8000 foot, all approvea feled veterans,' inured to^adioii^ 

4 Uaiverf. Hift. torn. vi. lib. vi. Loccbn. lib. ix. 
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%ftrjehed in the field, and ambitious of increafing the glor/ ' * 
of SwedeHy and their own reputation. The garrifons were 
befides complete, and Koni^jnark had with hi,m a confidera- 
ble flying camp. Oppofed to this force were 13,000 impe- 
rial horfe, 11,000 foot, together with 18 regiments of Ba^. 
t«^i7« infantry, aiid 12 regiments of cavalry. The inten- Wrangd 
tion of the enemy was to fall upon Wrangel before he could sondu^s 
be joined by the flying camp, or the Bavarians (hould be f^ oj^'^'r^ 
called away by the opening of the campaign on the Rhm^ -y^/f^^*^^^ 
but fFrangdy perfuaded that he ought not to hazard a battle *^'f^^^ 
with an enemy fo much fuperior, quitted BohetAtay advanced ^^^^0;^** 
to Mifnia^ and quartered his army along the Sala. He then^''^^^'* 
meditated a jundtion with the French forces under the vifcount 
Tt&enniy marched with this view through Thuringia towards 
th^ JVefeTy took feveral towns in his march, penetrated into 
Heffiy and polled himfelf in the neighbourhood of Wet%lar., 
Here he expefled.to meet Tirrenney as had been concerted j 
but the French general having encountered fome difappoint-*' 
ffients, failed in promife, and left JVrangel expofed to the 
moft imminent perils, and the danger of being oppreflpd by 
the whole weight of the impeHal and Bavarian army. The 
enemy were in full march to attack him, and had con- 
ccivea the rtioft fanguine hope of viftory, becaufe the viSo- 
rious Torjimfsn no longer fought at the head of the Swedijb ♦ 
Veterans ; but they foon experienced that Guftavus Adol'\ 
/iaj had Bred tinder him more than one warrior. They iad- 
vanced, and encamped on an eminence, at the difhince of 
h^lf a, league from the Swedijh army. Next day a (harp 
(kirmifli happened between the Swedes and Bavariansy ia 
which the latter were defeated, after a bloody conflif):, in 
which, they loft a great number of foldiers . and officers of 
foirie diftin£lion« This cooled the ardor of the enemy, and 
obliged them to lay afide the defign of fighting Wrangel for 
another more cautious and prudent, th^t of ftarving him 
in his iritrenchments. Here too they were difappointed 5 
the StJuede had taken his meafures with fo much fagacity, 
that his camp flowed with plenty, while the enemy pined 
Under the preffure of extreme famine. They were in confe- 
^uence obliged to retire, after 4000 men had perifhed by 
hunger, peftilence, and the fword, and by this means the 
jun6Kon with Tufenne was effefted. 

Now the confederate generals oflfered battle ; but the 
challenge heing refufed, they cut off the communication of 
the imperialifts with Francforty Hanau^ and the Mein^ by 
which they were greatly diftrefled. Next they cut in 
piece} a body of 500 horie, detached to difpute their pafiage 
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over the Nidda^ iind deftroyed all their magaxi^s o^ Alt; 
river. Reduced to extreme neceiEty, the impeiialifts de*. 
' camped filently in the night, and retired with the utmoft 
precipitation to the river Lainey whither the confederate ge- 
nerals did not think proper to purfue them, as the country 
- was deftitute of forage and provifions. They therefore 
marched to the Danubty and near Dorurwert defeated a body 
of the enemy's cavalry. They crofled the Lich^ reduced 
Stain^ and prefented themfelves before jtugsbufghy a city 
of the utmoft confequence to keep Bavaria and Suahia 
in fubjedion. At firft, the inhabitants offered to receive 
a Swefjl) garrifon ; but a reinforcement of two rcgi» 
ments arriving, they retra£^ed their propofals, and pre- 
pared for a vigorous defence. Nothing was omitted on 
the fide of the confederate generals, who carried on 
their approaches With the utmoft addrefs and intrepidity. 
The city w^"? on the point of furrendering, when the impe- 
rial ifts found means to throw in powerful fuccours, which 
determined Turenne and tFrangd to raife the fiege, and march- 
to Laugingerij to fee u re the paflage of the Danube, JVrangd^ 
propofcd entering Bavaria ; but this the Fnnch general de-, 
dined, upon account of a truce that was now negotiating 
with the.eleflor. The truce was concluded, towards the. 
commencement of the enfuing year, much againft the in- 
Vlination of the Swedijh regency ; but Frame urged the, 
meafure, and they were obliged to comply, rather than 
come to a rupture, with fo nece&ry an ,ally. At Ulm articles 
were figned, whereby the eledor ceded Afemmingen zni 
* Vbcrllngen to the* Swedes^ and received, as an equivalent, 

the towns of Rain^ Donaweft^ Wembdingmy and Mundd^ 
h^im '. 
A. D,' TVR ANG E L now detached himfelf from the Frewh, 
1647* general, and marched to Franconia^ where he foon reduced, 
Scheinforty a place -conveniently fituated to preferve a com-, 
muaication between Weftphalia 2LDd Higher Germanjf. Wit* 
iemberg was detached the preceding year to Sihjiay to bal- 
' lance tl)e conquefts of the imperiallits along the Dantibi^ 
where they retook moft of the places which had yielded to 
Wrangelf during his refidence in that quarter. The SweJifi 
detachment was now recalled, becaufe Turenne with his ar-. 
my was ordered to march to i^it Netherlands • «As (bon as 
the troops were Sufficiently refreflied, PFrangel laid fiege to 
Egery after having firft defeated three regiments of im- 
perialifis, that lay carelefsly encamped before the town* 

' LoccEN. et PvFFfiNP. ibid. 

The 



•\ 



the Hiflory ef SwccJen: 289 

• » • ■ 

The garrifbri) coniifling of four hundred veterans, made a 
brave reiiftance, and the imperial general Holfzapfel wa« ta- 
king every poffible meafure to relieve them ; but the vigi- 
lance of iVrangel baffled every attempt, and the town vras 
obliged to capitulate, when Hohzapfel was advanced withm 
three miles, with intention td hazard a battle. Difappoint* , 
ed in the deiign of relieving Eger^ the imperialifts encampr- 
ed on an eminence in the neighbourhood of the town, a 
river only dividing them from the Swedijh army. The em- 
peror came in perfon to encourage the troops, and had near 
been taken prifoner. Helm Wrangel with a detachment 
fdddcnly attacked the camp, and penetrated the emperor's 
tent, knling with his own hand the centinels at the door. 
Had he been properly fupported, his projeft muft have fud- 
ceeded; but the enemy rallying, feparated the advanced 
party from the rear, and oWrged them to fight their way 
back, which they performed with afionifliing valoar^ and 
great flaughter on both fides. 

WR AN GEL determined not to abandon his prefeirt 
fituation, until he had fully repaired the fortification of 
Egir^ and put the town in a pofturc of defence. The im- 
perialifts were equally refolved to riiaintain their ground s 
but they laboured under fuch difficulties as foon obliged thena 
to relinquiflj their defign, after they had loft 6000 men by 
the fword, and by famine and ficknefs. Upon this motion 
the ^wede Jed his army to Bohemia ; and to prevent his ad- 
vancing far into that kingdom, Holizi^ftl again put im 
troops in motion, and had the good fortune to furprife and 
defeat a detachment of five Swedijh regiments. Soon after 
another Ikirmifh happened between the cavalry of both ar- 
mies, in which the imperialifts were Worfted, thofugh they 
calmed the viflory, becaufe they chanced to carry ofF a few 
ftand'ards. Another aftion fell out a fljort time after, in 
which three regiments of imperial^ dragoons were cut to 
pieces, in the face of the whole imperial army. For fevcr 
ral days the two armies lay encamped clofe by each 0ther> 
without being feparated by a river or any other paiTage, a*id 
mutually guarded only by the works they had creSed to pre*- 
vent bfeing furprifed. A battle was hourly expeded, but 
the want of forag6 obliged the enemy to decamp, and re- 
mote to a greater (Rftaiice ; thus, oy dint of condu<5t and 
perfcverance, the Sivedes had the honour of obliging the 
enemy to decamp three fuccefSve times in one year^ an4 
In the l»ea;:t of their own country •• 

• PtJ?F£?rp- Hlft. Univ. tom* vi. lib. 6. 
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At laft the emperor, having prevailed on ihcdukcrf 
Bavaria to break the truce, e^^peded nothing lefs than die 
. tptal deftru£tion of the Swedtjh army, becaufe he doubted 
not but the ele£lors of Scxony and Brandenburgh wouM fol- 
low the example of Bavaria, and the French be induced to 
defert their allies, rather than draw upon themfelves fuch a 
crowd of enemies. Circumftances indeed were fo ftrangdy 
altered of a fudden, by the condudl of the Bavarians^ that 
Wrangel thpught it advifable to retire to a place of fecurity 
• until he could be joined by the detachment under Km^- 
.mark, and the HeJJians. With this defign he marched to 
Mijnia and Thuringia, detaching Wittenberg to make a di- 
.verfion in^ilejia. He was purfued by the enemy ; but his 
meafures were condudlcd with fo much prudence, that, 
though greatly fuperior, they could obtain no advantage. 
The defign of revenging himfelf upon the HeJJians had in- 
. deed carried Holtza^el to defolate that country, when he 
might have been more ufefully employed againft the SweSJIi 
arlny. All the exploits performed by the Bavarians fincethc 
breach of the truce, confided in the redudion of Meningm^ 
and t,wo other inconfiderable places, after which both ar- 
mies retired to winter-quarters. 
A. D. Early in the fpring Wrangel took the field, with intcn- 
1648. tion to furprife the enemy in their cantonnients ; but they 
were appri fed of his defign, and afiembled ^eir army. He 
was now joined to Turenne, whofe orders were extremely 
limited, fo that the ipring was confumed in fruitlefs dil- 
putes. At laft Wrangel prevailed on Turenne to draw nearer 
Bavaria, In their march they fell in with a detachment of 
.Bavarian cavalry, which they defeated and difperfed, after 
killing 20QO men on the field. Next they advanced to 
Freyjingen, obliging the enemy to retire beyond the IJtr^v^i 
reducing Landjhut, Nothing could exceed the terror of the 
Bavarians, who faw their country expofed to the confederate 
generals, without an officer of ability to head their armies, 
and check the progrefs of the enemy. The duke retired to 
jSalJiurgh, feeking prote£iion from thofe very inhabitants he 
had lately opprefled. He left all the country lying between 
the liver J.ech and Inn, expofed to the1;avages bf the StvedeSf 
who had re^ifon to be incenfed at his condu£l; but the/ 
could not profit by the opportunity, on account of the pro- 
digious fwelling of the river, which overflowed its banks, 
and rendered a pailage impra£iicable« At length Picohniti 
arrived from the Netherlands^ to take upon him the command 
of the imperial and Bavarian army, and the fpirits of the 
foldiers were tevived 'by the prefence of fo celebrated a gene- 
ral. 
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tal. Th€ meafures indeed, upon which he immediately efi« 
tcred were vigorous ; he forced Turenneznd Wrangel to tvZ'^ 
icuate the fituation which they had long maintained, pur-^ 
fued them towards Landau, and encamped within a ihorC 
difi^nce of their entrenchments. Several Ikirmifhes pafTed, 
in which neither fide could claim any advantage ; and atlaft 
both armies encamped within a league of Memmngen, and 
of each other. JVrangel had his eye upon the country be- 
tween the Lech and the Inn, where he knew his army would 
be well fupplied^ and Pkolomini detached de W'eert Xq o^^^ 
pofe his entrance. This produced a rencounter between tho 
advanced parties of the two armies, in which the Swjsdes 
were repulfed, and roughly handled. They, however, laid 
fiege to Landfperg'y but provifions failing, fPrangel crodkd the 
Lech in the month of September, in his way to Suabia, 7«-» 
renne ravaged Bavaria without remorfe, and laid defolate all 
thofe places that refufed paying contributions ^ The in^. 
tention of the Swedijh general was to penetrate into the 
Higher Palatinate, to join Charles Gujiauus, count palatine, 
appointed generaliffimo of the Swedijh forces j but before he 
could execute this defign, he received advice, that a peace 
was concluded, in confequence of which all hofiilitles^ 
ceafed. 

Before we ^nter upon the particulars of the peace con- 
cluded at JVeJlphalia, it will be neceflary to relate fuccinSIy 
the reafons of appointing Charles Gujlavus to the fupreme 
command, and the military operations of this prince, fince 
his arrival in Germany. Charles Gujlavus had ferved with 
great reputation under the celebrated Torjlenfon, by whom he 
was taught the art of war. On that general's refignation,. 
he returned to Sweden, where he, afliduoufly cultivated the 
queen's regard, and at laft . fo eftabliflied himfelf in her 
cfteem, that he ventured to pay his addrefles, and propofe^ 
marriage. Chrijlina was averfe to the fcheme of dividing 
. her authority ; however, (he condefcended to promife Gujla^ 
vus, that if £he ever confented to lofe her liberty, flie would 
give him the preference. She had already determined, by 
ipme means, to raife Gujlavus to the throne, though as yet 
her royal pleafure was not publickly declared. It was necef- 
ferytoimprefs a high opinion of his merit on the minds of 
the people i to efFe<3: which a fitter opportunity could not 
G.fFer, than ferving in Germany, where he might have fre- 
quent opportunities to fignalife his valour, a quality admired 
ahove ail others by the Swedes. With this view he was ap- . 

^ Comment, rer. S«ec, lib. xiv. 
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Charles pointed to the chief command, vcfted with the charadcf iff 
Galtavas ^neraliffimo, and fent with a reinforcement of 70CO SwfA* 
is appoint' and FinlandeTtj provided wit)i all the ncccfiaries of a cam- 
edgitura* paign. Since his arrival in Germany^ GuJIavtis tried every 
lijfijM. method to effeft a junftfon with the main army j but, un- 
able to efFcd his purpofe, he refolved to penetrate into Bo-- 
hemidy and lay fiegc to Prague^ by which he hoped to divide 
the imperialifts. TThe city was attacked with great vigour, 
and the garrtfon made a gallant defence \ but would in the 
end have been forced to furrender, had Gujfavus perfifted* 
^is, however, was not his intention, as it would probably 
have been attended with the ruin of the army. The bc- 
fieged were numerous and obftinate, the fortifications were 
ftrong, the rainy feafon had commeiKed, and the chief de- 
fign of inverting Prague was already accompliihed, that of 
drfengaging Wrangd from the greater part of the impcriaT 
forces. Thefe reafons determined GuJhvitSy count palatincj 
to raifc the fiege, after he had vigoroufly purilied it for three 
weeks^ and to canton his troops in winter-quarters in 
Bohemia. 

FoU the fpace of three years negotiations of peace had 
(een in agitation. The imperialHb, difappotnted in theif 
expeflations of driving the Swedes out of Germany^ and in- 
tinxidated by the rapid conquefts of Earner ^ made the firft 
overtures .' but they infifled upon one condition ; it was, 
that the Sivedes would execute a feparate peace, and engage 
. not to interpofe in the affairs of any of the German princes ; 
their afient to which propofition would infure them of anr 
terms they thought proper to make for themfelves. It 
wouM be tedious and uielefs to trace the progrefs of this af- 
fiair through all its intricacies and changes ; fufficient it is, 
that the interefts of Germany and Sw£n came at lafl to be 
debated among the other articles of a general pacification, at 
tie conferences at OJhabrug and munfler. The parties. 
^reed to treat exprefsly at two different places, to avoid dif- 
putes about precedency, and alfo differences which might 
arife on account of religion. The Swedes in particular de* 
dined itny communication with the pope's nuncio. For this 
^ ^ f eafoil the Swedtjh plenipotentiaries, the imperial ambafS- 
A^i^! dors,' and the reprefentatives of the protefbnt Gemm 
bruc and P^'"^^* aflemblfed at OfnabrUg ; while another congrefs was 
Manfler. *^^'^ ^^ Munfter by the French^ Spanijh^ and catholic ambaf- 
fadors. Mere it Was that the court of Vienna employed every 
engine of fiate^ to fow diffenfion between France and Swe* 
den I but all her arts proved fruitlefs. There was no expe- 
dient omitted that was likely to produce odifputes between 

Sweden 
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Swedin and the proteftant ftates of Germany } however, every 
finefTe was happily baffled by the abilities of her Swedi/k 
majefty's minifters, and the vigour of her generals. The 
duchies of Bremen and Verien^ all the Vffer Pomraniit^ par| 
of the Lower y the city of IVtJmary and the ifle of Rjigen^ 
were aifigned to Sweden^ together with a gratification of fw% 
millions of crowns to t}ie army : nor was it lefs glorious to 
the Swedijh nation, that (he contributed chiefly to fettle 
upon its ancient principles the Germanic conftitution, and to 
remove all caufe of thofe implacable difputes which had for 
fo many years torn the empire, and wrefled their domiqiofis 
and titles from a variety of princes. 

NoTWiTHSTANDiKC the honour and advantage attend* 

ing the peace, the Swedijh miniftry are blamed for accepting 

terms too precipitately, and fetting at no price the many ad* 

vantages they pofleiled and commanded ; advantages in ex-* 

change for which they might have fiipulated any terms for 

themfelves and their allies* Sweden maintained above aa 

hundred garrifons in Germany^ and many places in the very 

heart of the hereditary dominions of the houfe o{AuJiri^\ 

flse could lay under contribution the whole country from the 

'Baltic to the lake pf Confiance | fbe kept up, chiefly at 

the enemy's expence, a fuie veteran army of p^ar 70,000 

men, every foldier of which was almoft qualified by expe-r 

nence to be a general : under thefe circumftances fhe n^ight, 

by continuing the war another campaign, have penetrated 

beyond the DaniAe^ got pofleiSon of Auftria^ and brought; 

(he emperor to the .mod humiliating conceflionst This^ it is 

pretended, was the fcheme of Opcenftiern^ the moft abler 

ftatefman about Chr'tftina \ yet had the queen ftrong reafons 

* for defiring to terniinate a quarrel, which had often brought 

' Sweden into the lowefi abyfs of diftrefs, and the iiTue of 

' which muft ever remain uncertain* Holland^ abandoning A. D» 

; her allies, made peace with Spain^ and France began to be 1649. 

' dil{ra£ted with civil diflef^fions. Hence Sweden mud iup- 

' port the whole burthen, and run the hazard of lofing all Peaceejf^^ 

> her toil, blood, treafure, and expc(£^atiQnS9 by one general bUJjbed^ 

^ defeat. Befides, Chrifiina affefted philobphiq re|K)& } ihe 

' panted after fcience, and perfuaded herfelf, that the arts of 

\ which (he declared herfelf the patronefs, ^ould never flouriih 

i but under the (hade of pub)ic tranquillity. She determined^ 

however, not to withdraw her troops, until ihe p0rceiv«d 

that the principal articles of the tfeaty had been executed^ 

The court of Yienna endeavoured to prevail on Gu/tavus to 

k quit the 4^ftfi<m 4ofpinions \ b<K his anfwer W3s» that ho 

coyld ^!y |f)Qif upop th^ infltience of \va, ^oops, f han ^^ 
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on the (Irongeft feals and obligations, iinqe the (Engagement) 
of princes were deemed binding no longer, than they had the 
power to enforce them ". The event juftified'his fufpicions. 
A particular congrefs met at Nuremberg^ to direft the exe- 
cution of the treaty of Munjler\ and after it had fate a 
whole year, found it a matter of the utmoft difficulty to re- 

^ move and adjuft all differences. It is probable indeed that 
had not Sf(;^^ff rendered herfelf formidable, by maintainipg 

^ an army ready to take the field upon the firft notice, the en- 
gagements contracted by the plenipotentiaries would have 
been little regarded. 
f^^ j)^ CHRIS TINA had no fooner eftablilhed the rcpofe of 
l6co.' ^^^ kingdom, than (he determined to fecure and ftrcngthcn 
* the fuccefiion. The voice of the people ftrongly recora- 

, mended GuJIavuSy count palatine, to the honour of Iharing 

• the fovereign power by a marriage with the queen. The 
' fiat^ forefaw the inconveniencies that would enfue, fliould 

Chrtflina or Guftavus declare either againft marriage, or 
againfl: a mutual alliance. Yet no arguments could induce 
this princefs to participate her authority. She refolved, 
while file reigned, ta maintain an undivided fovereignty; bat 
; fhe (hewed her regard for her fubjeds, by taking the moft 

• cffedtual meafures for fettling the fucceffion upon the moft 
folid bafis. She had always declined the addrefles of Gujia- 
vusy and the folicitatlons of the ftates in his favour. That 
prince, during hiy abfenc^ in Germany^ b^d permiffionto 
correfpond with the queen, and he converted this opportu- 
nity to bis own purpofes^ and ufed the bccafion to promote 
his own intereft in the queen's affedlions. jtrckenholtz re- 
lates, that he declared in one of his letters, that if her ma- 
jefty perfifled in her refufal, he was determined, to decline 
the honour flie propofed of nominating him her Immediate 
fucceflbr, and for ever to banifli himfelf from Swedtn^* 
This, however, would feem to be only the lariguage of gal- 
lantry ; it is certain, that, when he found the queen rcfo-' 
lute, no arguments were neceflary to perfuade him, that he 
ought to accept the honour of being fecond to her in rank i 
and power^ fince be could not attain his wifb of being | 
equal. j 

In the month oi February the queen declared her intention, | 

• in a formal fpeech, to the fenate. She acquainted her people 
with the repeated rcmonftrances which had been prefentcd 
to her on the fubje£t of marriage \ but aUedged, that tjiere 

** PyFPiPWD. torn, vi. lib. 6. Mcrcnr. vera Hift. tdxD,ij^< P» ,| 

• |I5# * ^rQKENHOLTz, tona, i. p.,i6y, - . • ' 
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ivere certaia duties required in the nuptial ceremony, with Ckarles 
which flie could not prevail on heffelf to comply (A). She Guftavos 
commended the aflTe^ion and providence of her fenatc, but appointed 
iaid) ihe would take a method which would as effedually ^^i^ to the 
fecure the fuccejHon, without difturbing her own repofe, as ^f^'wn* 
what they propofed. Her couiin, prince Charles GufiavuSy 
pofieiled all the qualities which they could poffibly require 
in her reprefentative ; and if they thought him worthy of 
fharing her bed, they could not juftly think him unworthy 
of fucceeding to her crown* She concluded with exhort- 
ing the fenate to join their influence with her's, to render 
the propofition acceptable to the ftates of the kingdom. 
Upon their endeavours to dilTuade her from this refolution, 
Cbriftina replied, with fon^e warmth, that ihe was.not infen-* 
^ble to the defigns of certain perfons among them, who, 
knowing her firm determination againlj marriage, and that 
ihe was the laft of the royal line, hoped to encreafe their 
own influence, ^ by leaving the crown eleflive after her 
death. She was not ignorant, ihe faid, that others had pro- 
jeded new fchemes of government, all of which tended 
more to private than to public benefit. It is even alledged, 
that Ihe threw out fome infinuations againfl the chancellor 
Oxenftierny who had praifed and defcribed a republican 
coiijtitution in the queen's prcfence. For above a year this 
important affair had been agitated ; at lafl: it pafled through 
all the ufual forms, upon the count palatine's return from 
Qermany, Guftavus was nominated immediate fucceflbr to 
the queen, and this appointment was ratified by Chriftina 
2Xii the AsLtes of Swedeti, The title of high nefs was given , 
him j. a revenue afligned for the fupport of his court and 
dignity, and the ftates were for making over to him feme 
principality j but the queen oppofed the propofal, and al- 
ledged, it was one of the ma;cims of the royal cabinet, ne- 
ver to affign lands to the hereditary prince. Guftavus 
thanked the queen and the ftates for the honour done him, 
»nd fwore to obferve all the articles propofed, of which the 
fubfequent were the moft important. That he fhould pay 
the.moft implicit obedience to the queen, and always regard 

(A) A variety of coDJedures daring flie could not fubmit 

liave been offered to explain to be treated as the peafant 

Qhriftina^s meaning, . Some tilled his field : an exprefllon 

writers attribute it t6 the cold- that indicates more pride thaa 

liefs of hier conftitution ; fome . delicacy. Chanut^ Mm* totUn 

toa natural defeft; and one, in ii« p* 353* 



f articular, to her pride » ihe de- 
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kcT as Ui lawful fpyercign. That 98 ber m^jefty prtniM 
on her part to offer no violence to the rishts of the Inar^ditarf 
prince, fo he, on his part, obliged himfelf to uinkruke no- 
thing of confequence to the adminiftration or the publiC) 
without the knowledge and confent of the queen mi fenatei 
and her expreft penn^oti and inftru^lions. That he fhouU 
form no pretenfions to a ieparate principality, fince the qaeea 
and the ftates had determined that the S%vedi/b dominioos 
Jhould fufFer no kind of partition, diviiion» or difmento- 
tnent. That while he continued in the flaitk>n of heredrtaij 
frince, he fhould be difqualified from accepting any tides, 
honours, or preferments, from foreigners, which fiiouldie* 
^uire his attendance abroad, and call him out of Svwbi, 
That he fl&ould confult the queen and the ftates with reijfiefi 
to marriage ; that he ihould contra^ ho alliances withont 
their participation ; that the princefs upon whooi he fixed Ms 
choice, (hould be of the faith prefcribed by the €onfeffioAsf 
Jugjburghy and that his children fhould be bjvd in the (ans 
xelieion. That on his acceffion he ihould govern agieeaUe 
Co the laws of the realm, maintain the reformed re]%ioQ) 
and the conftitution in church and ftate, agreeable to the diet 
at Augjkwr^^ and the council at VpfaU 

To conclude this important bufinefs, the afllembly of die 
ftates ordered the ceremony of Chriftina^^ cotjonation to be 
CHriftina performed with the utmoft pomp and folemnity, Cufiom 
crfywmd. prefcribed that the Swedijb iovereigns (hould be crowned st 
Upjaii but this city appearing too fmdl for the celebratioa, 
and the prodigious magnificence intended, the ftates al« 
lowed the proceffion to be made at Stockholm ; whence the 
fuperftitious drew unfavourable prefages to Chrijismh ffom 
an obfervation, that the princes crowned in any other city 
than Up/al had never enjoyed the diadem to the end of their 
lives. Already, indeed, the queen had given fome inti- 
mations of her difguft, and of her intention to devolve the 
adminiftration on the hereditary prince. She had difcovered 
ao early paffion for ftudy, refled^ion, and retirement. Having 
experienced all that human grandeur could give, (he wiflied 
' for philofophical tranquillity, and was feduc^ by the fiattcry 
of the learned into notions very contrary to the natural die- 
fates of the female heart. ChriJHna began to affect a cob« 
tempt of pomp, power, grandeur, and all the inagnificence 
of drcfs and fplcndor of a courts To be thought wife and 
learned was her chief paffion, though (he forfeited her titl^ 
to fuperior wifdom, by counterfeiting inclinations which (he 
did not poffefs, and laying a coiiftant reftraint on her na- 
tural fentiments. Poets^ painters, and philofophers, be- 
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tsme faer greateft favourites. Sbe %Se&td to corre^nd 
with the moft celebrated fcholars of Europe^ and purchafcd 
the paintings oi Titian at an extravagant price> only to ibew 
that flic wanted tafle i they were elided mi mangled to 
&t the paniiaig of her gsdlery. In a word, vanity was the 
foible of Chriftina ; it had already been gratified with refped 
€0 power and grandeur, and it now burft into a new chan*- 
nel. She afpired at being the fovereign of the learned, and 
dilating in the iyceum, as flie had done in the fenate^. 

M. Puffindorf fufpcfis^ that a ()uarrel with the no^ Shtrp-* 
t)ility and the other members of the ftate had firft infpired/^^^^it. 
the queen with the idea of transferring the crown to her fuc-* iiicjoe ik§ 
f:eflbr« The ancient nobility, who regarded all the higheft threm. 
employments as their birth-right, beheld with indignation 
that Chriftina beftowed them indifcriminately on her fa-* . j^ 
vourites. On the contrary, the people, siccuftomed to fru- > 
gality, temperance and modefly, were difgufted with the ^^5^ 
luxury and magnificence of the court, and they murmured, 
that die more they wefe oppiefled by taxes, the more pro* 
fttgate their fuperiors became. They even complained of 
the queen's ill-placed liberality, defpifed fcience and the 
arts, ridiculed the paffion of the fovereign for the eonverfa-* 
tion of learned drones, for books, piaures, ftatues, and 
tii&es, and were heartily difpofed to break out into open re« 
bcUion, had their (pirits been irritated by any additional im^ 
poft. From the tranquillity with which Chriftina regarded 
this menacing ftorm, it was fufpe£^d (he had in referve 
fome expedient for extricating herfelf out of the difficulty: 
none appeared more plaufible than that of committing the 
teips of government into the hands of the hereditary 
prince, andthe enfuing diet fully explained her intenrionsw 
She had given fufpicion, and indeed a fufficlent foundation 
for conje^ure, as early as the year 1649, ^J *^^ prepara* 
tions making to vifit the iflands of Gothland and Oeland^ in 
one of which, it was imagined, fhe propofed fixing her re* 
treat. Oxmftiern^ who had never been her favourite, was 
how carefied ; whence it was inferred, that at her abdica^ 
tioii Ihe would live in friendihip with all her fubjeKEts, and 
though (he refigned the crown, would ftill maintain her empire 
ii^ the hearts of the Swedes. The fieur Ghanutj the French 
^voy, had intimated this refolution to his court, before it 
Was thought of in Sweden ; and this has afforded *a handle to 
prattling obfcure writers, to throw unmerited and fcandalous 
refledions upon the queen's virtue. 

^ Aki^bnhh'^^ ^v* ^* P* 34i^« Pvf 9BM&. torn* xix fiib« cit 
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K% to CharHs Guftavus^ the nearer he approached tho 
fummitof his expefbtionsy the greater caution heufed. He 
manifefted* no inclination to reign, and feemed affiduous 
only about (hewing a perfect obedience to the queen's plea- 
fure. To avoid meddling in ftate-affairs, he feldom vifitc4 
the court, kept clofe with the army, and prejudiced his 
health by his debaucheries, which he committed in order to 
gain the affedions of his officers. When Qbrijtina ac- 
quainted him with her intentions, he feemed aftoniihed, and 
aiked if her majefty meant to put his ambition to the left. 
He forefaw the difficulties he would have to encounter oa 
his firft acceffion; the people difcontented, the treafu^ 
empty, a revenue to be affigned for the queen's maintenance, 
and certain unadjufte4 difpu tes with the king ofPaJandf who 
had not yet acknowledged Chrifiina as queen of Sweden^ and 
would probably make the fame objedions to her fucceflbr. 
Thefe, with a train of other inconveniences, Guftoeous anti- 
cipated in his own mind ; but. the remedies were more 
doubtful. To Jevy new taxes wouW at leaft be unpopular 
in the firft dawn of bis reign ; it might even excite an infur- 
redion, and to redeem the crown- lands alienated fo libe- 
rally by Chriftina to her favourites, might on the other hand 
difcontent the nobility. From thefe confiderations it was 
that Guftmnts ufed his utmoft influence to prevail on Chrif' 
iina^ not to reiign her authority in the prefent fituation of 
affairs, when every change in the government would only 
ferve to accumulate difficulties. He fpoke to the grand 
marefchal and the chancellor, requefted they would join 
their intereft to his, in remonftrating to the queen the 
danger of carr)ring her purpofe intp execution ; in a word, 
he did every thing that could evince his loyalty, his patrio- 
tifm, and his peifed fatisfa£lion with his prefent condition. 
The marefchal arid chancellor, accompanied by the principal 
Senators, requefted her majefty to take the prince's arguments 
into confideration ; the French ambafiador fpoke to her. with 
the utmoft freedom on this head, and made ufe of fuch 
powerful reafoning, as feemed toftagger her refolution: but 
ihe had now fo long perfifted, that (he Imagined (he could 
not retrad with a good grace. Hef pride, her honour, and 
her philofophy, were all concerned. Thefe turned the 
fcale in favour of her firft determination ; and Chriftina gavQ 
for a reafon, that as (he berfelf had determined againft mar- 
riage, it was neceflary that the hereditary prince (bould 
think of ftrengthening thQfucceffion, and fecuring therepofe 
of Sweden^ by ;in alliance with feme princefs, who would 

^Kmer be induced to give Vm ber ban^j when ib^ &w him. in 

, ^ poffeffion 
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p6fleffion of the crown. ^ After feveral months had paffed m 
conftant endeavours to turn Chrifiina from her whimficn! 
project of laying down her fovercignty, the fenate, the chief 
favourites of the queen, the principal memb^s of thedate, 
headed by the chancellor, waited upon her with the utmioft 
folemnity ; and as a laft eSbrt fupplicated in fo pathetic a SheJa^ 
manner, that (heconfented to poftpone her defign. Ox-^Meher 
snftiern made a fpeech, which drew tears from the queen and «?%» S^ 
the whole affembly : Chrifiina yielded without ffipulating^-S^***.?* * 
any other condition, than that ibe ihould never be prefTed to 
fnar/y, , 

CHRISTINA had no fooner yielded to the earneft 
wi(he» of her people, than the fubjeft of the hereditanr 
prkice's alliance with the houfe of Mecklenhurgh was dropped, 
^Gttfiavus diA not defpair of gaining the queen's aiFedions ; 
he hoped, as ihe had relaxed in a point upon which fhe 
feemed obftinatel-y bent, that (he might one day^ be induced 
' to compleat the happinefi of her people. An unfortunate ac^ 
cident, which fell out a few days after the queen had given 
her prpmife, almoft blighted all the fruits of that regard 
Yfhich Cirifiina had fliewn for the good of Sweden. At- 
tended by admiral Flemings ihe went to fee a new fleet juft 
-launched, and talking carelefsly to him, (landing on a board 
laid from the (hore to the fide of the (hip, her foot (lipped, 
fhe plunged into the fea, and muft inevitably have been 
drowned, but for the diligence of the byftanders. On 
thi? occafion (be diiplayed the generofity and heroifm of a 
'daughter of the great Gu/iavusy without difcovering the leaft 
•emotion or female timidity: (he agreeably ridiculed thead^ 
miral upon having pulled her after him into the fea, dined 
in public^ and ever after delighted to recite the accident* 

Until the year 1654, nothing memorable occurred in A. D* 
Sweden. The people- were felicitating themfelves with the 1654, 
hope of a clofer union between the queen and the hereditary 
J)rince ; they were beginning to tafte the blei&np^ of repofe, 
and to cheri£h the pleafing profpeft of a long feri^s of dor 
meftic happinefs, when Chrifiina fuddenly refuthed'the 
thoughts of refigning, and excited fre(h matter of difquiet 
in Sweden^ Her intention was fpread over the kingdom ^>&^r^ 
almoft inftantaneoufly ; and though the queen was not uni- fumes hit 
verfally beloved, the extraordinary refolution (he had formed, '>/^«^^«kiv 
greatly exafted her character, and afieded the Swed^s^ like 
a fudd^n explofidn of thunder. All were ftruck dumb with 
her {irmne(s, no one attempting to diiTuade her from a pur^ 
pofe upon which they perceived (he was determined. The 
i%mxz aifembled «it I^^9 heard Chri/tina declare her defign 

with 



300 thi Hiftofy of Sweden. 

with fileht iaftdniflunent ; they only ventured td reply, thii 
they were in expefli^tton her promiies to continue the go- 
vernmenc would have been of longer durs^tion, 
JUieatei Whil£ the fenate was deliberating upon the meafures 
ik$ tirotie, which would be neceflary in confequen^e of the queen's re- 
^ itgnation, Chriftina difpatched count Fleming and &iemweA 
to the hereditary prince, to treat with him on the revenues 
to be affisned for the fupport of her dignity after her abdicat 
tion. The prince renewed his felicitations to divert her in- 
tention } but finding that all his arguments produced no ef- 
cfFed, it was propo&d, that 200,000 rix-doUars Ihouid be 
annually paid her majefty at certain Inftallments^ and that 
Q$itenlmrgh^ Pomerantaj the iflands of Qekmd and G&Mouly 
Ibould be appropriated, fo as to render this revenue certain 
and unalienable. Great objedions were made to difioem- 
, bering Gotienbur^ from the crown-revenue, -as it was the 
, only port which Swakn poflefled towards the ocean i nor 
did the fenate approve of ChrtfHna\ demand, that WdgA^ 
and the other territories of r^mfrania fhould be ceded to 
her in full right and Sovereignty, with power to fell anddif- 
pofe of them as (he might think proper. Thefe points, how- 
ever, were at length adjufled to mutual fatisfa^ioh ; upon 
which the queen tumedf her eyes to the fecurity of the fuc- 
ceffion, in cafe the heredithry prince fliould die without iiTuet 
She difltked the perfon and copdu^l of Jdolphuiy brother to 
the hereditary prince ; it was her defign, therefore, to cut 
him off from all expectation, and fettle the reverfion of die 
crown in the family of the count de Tat, who was allied to 
the royal blood, and himfelf a great favourite of CbriftinA, 
She found that the people univerfally oppofed her defign n 
and, therefore, prudently declined it, refoiving to content 
herfelf witH connrming upon htm the title of duke, a dignity 
hitherto borne only by the children of the kings in Szaedm. 
To qualify thefe extraordinary honours, (he made the fame 
offer to the chancellor O^enfitim ; but they wii^y declined 
titles, which they knew would ferve no other purpofe tb^ 
to excite the envy of all the nobiKty of Sweden, and their 
condu^ obliged the queen to relinauifii her (cheme of 
making the count Tl^f the fiWi grandee in thp kingdom '• 
She now affembled the ftates at Vpfal, and in an eloquent 
%ik May« ipeech recapitulated all the tranfadions of her reign, and 
the numberlefe inftances of ber care and affeSion for her 
people \ Ihe fpecified all the meafiares flie had taken to pi«^ 
vent any inconveniences reitiking to the kingdqna feuii ^ 
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(^rmination, and concluded with {pang upbn tbe i£tli of 
Jwu^ as the day in which'fiie propofed j^figning her crown 
and fovereignty to prince Charles Gujiavus (A). When the 
day arrived, which ihc expefked with as much c;^gcrneft «• 
other princefTes have wiihed for their coronation^ (he was 
aftoni&ed to find that the ftates propofed to fix her refidence 
in Sweden. This would have effedually deftroyed the in* 
ttnixon of her abdication. It was her dei^n to be at M^ ^itt 
berty to live where ihe p)eaied» and retire to countries whcte Sweden* 
the fciences had made greater prc^efi^ and where the catholic 
religion) which ihe had lately embraced, was eftabliihed. 
This difficulty, however, ihe removed^ by a promife of re- 
turning as foon as {he had confirmed her health by a ihbrt , 
refidence at the Spaw, She then divefted herfelf of all her 
authority, refigned the crown to her coufin^ and difmifled 
the aflembly wuh a pathetic oration, which drew tears from 
all the hearers. A few days after fbe quitkd the kingdom i 
and infiead of proceeding to the Spawj went dire^ly to 
kmey where &e chiefly refined for the lenainder of her 
life. 

Such was the extraordinary manner in wbicb Chrifuna 
refigned her crown, at the age of twenty^feven years, afcet 
a reign equally glorious to her government and to S%oedin^ 
imfig which the had foiled the whole power of the boufe of 
Aufirki^ broke thofe chains forged to enilave die liberties of 
Germamf^ and bold in bondage the proteftant religion* 
Never was the reputation of Sweden elevated to Aich a pitch 
of fame as under Chrlfiina% The valour of the nation was 
uoiverfally acknowledged, Germany and Denmark could pro* 
duce fatal infiances of the military flciU of this people. The 
reward of all the Swedijh victories was an extenfion of terrh* 
lory and of influence in tbe fcale <)f Ettr&pe. In other 
csuntries, the arts languiflied during tedious Uopdy w^s i 
iMder Chrifiina they flourifhed. by the force of her own exam<- 
pie, and the view with which fhe cultivated them, was more 



(A) The day preceding 
€htiflirta 's abdication, (he of- 
^dan unprecedented afFrpnt 
*^ die Portugue/e refident, or- 
^ng a paper to be read to him 
wiAoBt the coflfent of her 
^W»C!l or fenate, whcrcb/'(he 
dSfavowed the dake oF Bra- 
^«»«a'8 dde to the trown of 
Portu^al^ and confequently his 
envoy's authority. She or- 



dered the minifter to quit her 
dominions, and by this violeace 
equally aftoaiihed all her people 
and the court of Portugal, The 
fenate, however, fent privately 
to the refident, acquainting hin)» 
that as the queen's povirer woald 
ibon be at an end, he might de- 
pend on the cootttenande of the 
fbcceeding goverament. Arken^ 

from 
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fiotti Vanity tban tafte, but equally profitable to her peopki 
Upon the whole^ Cbriftina was a princefs of extraordinary 
qualities, quick, penetrating, eloquent, and fpirited, e&- 
«lowed with talents truly mafculine, but tinctured with the 
weaknefs, of her fex, whim, caprice, vanity, and incon-> 
fiancy (B). Proteftsuit writers have been too fevere on her ; 
ckara&r, becaufe (he was an apoftate from their faith, and 
catholics have triumphed too much in the converfion of a 
princefs fo eminent, and diftinguifhed for her pbilofopby} 
learning, and found underftanding ^. 
• . 

S E C T. IX. 

* 

Whertin the Swcdilh hiftory is deduced to the acceffm of 
Charles XII. in 1697, comprehending the reigns of 
Charles . X. and XL 

CharlesX* /^N the fame day that Cbriftina refigned her fovereignty, 
^^ the hereditary prince, Charles Guftavusy was folcmnly. 
A. D. crowned at UpfaL On his firft acce&on, he encountered 
1655. feveral difficulties which he exerted his utmoft addrefs tore- | 
move* The treafury was quite exhaufted, great part of the | 
revenue was applied for the fupport of Chriftina*s houfholdi 
the people were oppreiTed with taxes, and the Swedifh na- 
tion, now difarmed. for feveral years, began to lofe its credit 
among foreigners, and that reputation acquired, and only 
to be maintained by the fword. To remedy tbefe evilSf 
Charles Gufiavus aflembled the ftates, propofed re-unitiog ' 
to the crown all the lands which had been alienated by grafits 
to favourites during the late reign, ftrongly recommended 
. the neceffity of putting the kingdom In a uate of defence, 
and of repealing the duty on fait renewed in confequence of 
a war between die PoUs and Ruffians^ barbarous nations who \ 

^ Vid. zxx6i, citat. ibid* 

(B) As it If a hiAory of mage ihe expected to ib eztn* 

Sw^ie^len, and not the Jives of ordinary an a6l of hamility, her 

the fovereigns that weprofefs to ambition revived, and unaUetOi 

write, it would be unnecelTary obtain the Siuedijh crown, ihft 

to enter upon the intrigues car* became a candidate for thfr 

ricd on by Chrifiina^ to recover throfte of Poland, The reader, 

the authority which flie had fo may find the particulars fiiUy 

wantonly refigned. Certain, related by ^ri^x^c^is and other 



however, it is, that finding the biographers, 
world did not pay all theho« 
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paid'littk S'egard to the rights of nations^ and determined 
equity wholly by power. However, as there was no par- 
* ticular caufe of complaint againft any of the neighbouring 
powers, and that the king's jdefigns had no other obje£i: thaa 
to reftore the reputatioji of the SweSjh arms, by engaging ia 
fome war, it was long .xiTebated whether hoftilities ihould 
commence on the fide of Denmark^ of Rujfia^ or of Po* 
land. The two former were engaged by a<ftual treaties with 
Sweden ; to declare war, therefore, againft either, would be 
highly injurious to the faith and honour of the nation. < 
There was fome appearance of a pretext for declaring againft . 
Poland^ becaufe that crown had always declined adjuring 
the differences with Sweden^ and had befides broke through 
divers articles of the truce. When Cajimr^ king of Por 
land^ had fent CanaJiU in quality of envoy to Ufjaly with 
ixiftrudiions to proteft againft Chriftina*& abdication, and the 
ceffion of the crown to Charles Guftavtu^ CanaJUl made re- 
monftrances to the archbi(hop, the cler^, and the other 
orders of the ftate, which afforded a feafonable and fair op- 
portunity for coming to a rupture. His Swedifl) majefty ac- 
cordingly declared againft the Polijh minifter's condud, orr 
dered him to quit the kingdom, and exprefTed his aftoniih- 
ment, not only at queftioning his right, but that the king 
oi Poland did not immediately fend plenipotentiaries to ter- 
minate the differences between the two crowns. Nothing in- 
deed could be more unjuft than the meafures entered upon by 
Sweden^ determined at all events to reftore the t:redit of her 
arms, by a war with Poland, under pretence that (he 
quefiioned the title of a powerful monarch, at the very time 
ihe was engaged in afiual hoftilities againfl the Ruffians and 
Cojfacks. 

Before either party came to an open declaration, feveral Charlea 
ambaffies went from Polandto Stockhobn^ under pretence of invades 
negotiating a peace j but fome point of ceremony always dif- ^^dc^ 
appointed them of an audience, of the king, and they ro.* ^^"^ 
turned without their errand« As foop as every thing was ia *° ; 
readinefs for taking the field, general Wittenberg received or* ^ 

ders to make an irruption into Poland^ on the fide of Pome^ 
rania. He obeyed and advanced to Tempkburghy where he 
found the PoUJh army, amounting to 15,000 men, ready to * 
oppofe his progrefs. Next day, however, the P^ilfx dented 
to negotiate the matter ; a conference was fet on foot, and 
before it broke up thi? enemies, army entirely difperfed 
iifelf, many, pf the Polijb foldiers enlifting in the Swedijk 
fcrvice. In confequence, the vaivods of Pofhania and 
Gah fubmitted and took ^ oath of fidelity to Charles 

Guftavus. 
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Cnfunms. They were terrified into dfis meafufc fef Ai 
spproach of his Swidifi niajefty, who had now in pcrftii eft* 
tercd Poland with a numerous army. Dread and difiuy 
accompanied his march, \a]l fubmtttod to his power, -and 
every thing plied beneath his yoke. He prudently tnatei 
the Poles with the greateft lenity^ gained their aftttm, 
joined fVittenberg^ and then fet out with bis whole annf in 
qaeft of Cafimir. The PoBfit king was encamped at Gdk, 
from whence he difpatched Prizimfkij with propo&Is tf 
peace ; but Cbarlis made no other anfwer to the minifler, 
tlian that he would fpeak to hismafter upon the fub|ed of hb 
ambafly. In effed, he purfued his mareh without eii&nie- 
tion^ all the towns and cities throwing open their gates as be 
approached, and offering to fupply him with aH mannar of 
necefianes. The Siwe£jb army was advancing to Crmm^ 
when Capmir refolved to hazard a battle rather than (be hii 
capital fiJi, without refiftance, into the hands of the efiefflf. 
His army amounted (Mily to 10,000 men, troops who had 
never ftood fire : they engaged, made a feeUe refiftaace^ 
and then fled precipitately i^rith the lofs of icco men, 
killed and taken prifoners ^ 

Some days after this viSory, Cbarbs a fecond timedi^ 
feated the Polrsj on the banks of the river Donada^ about 
eight leagues from Cracow ; and Cajkur fifiding no pbot of 
fecurity in his own dominions, fled with his fomUy) and 
took refuge at Oppelen in SiUfia. The Swodes inveied 
Craiow, and the city was defended with the ntmoft viioar bf 
Stephen Czamejkiy though after prochgious carnage he wat 
forced to capttlriate. By the redudion of the capital, Cberk 
anight be deemed in pofifeffion of the kingdom of PolaJL 
None of the other cities prefumed to make the leaft ihew of 
refiflance, and the militia of the counby fcrupied not taking 
an oath of allegiance to king Cbarksy as their own foveitig* 
bad abandoned his people. Their example was followed bf 
the vaivods and governors of provincea. in Great and Litb 
Pokmdy Podoliay and FoSnniay who all fent deputations te 
, the Swe£Jh monarch at Warfawy with offers of then* fideli^ 

and fubmiffion. Had written obligations, feads and foltiB0 
oaths been^ fufficient to keep the Polanders m iul^edien^ 
Charles Giipmnts might be faid to have conquered a king- 
dom, of extent and power equal to his own, in the fpaceof 
three months. Matters indeed were carried to fiidl t 
length, that making an offer of the crown t» Cbarlis trtts 
the general fubjed of converfation mPokiidi bii^i^ ioM^ 

* PuFFBKsr* lib. f^ 
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kpfczttd, diat the Pfila had only yielded to neceffity, with* 
ciii( amr jferious iQtention of abatidoiiing their (bvereign. 

, CHARLES had nowdrai^n upon himfelf aaew enemy, ff^excitei 
tlie cle€k>r of Brandenburghy a prince no lefs politic and am«» thejea- 
bitiotts than the Swedijb monarch* While the Swedes were icuj^ of 
tmplojciin Pokndy the eledor invaded the royal and duczl federal 
Prijfioi and reduced the moft coniiderable towns with little /0<iv^r/. 
oppofition. Charles took umbrage at his progrefs, marched 
againft bim^ defeated the electoral forces in divers flight en- 
counter^, advanced' to Kordngfiergj and conftrained the A. D. 
G^mdn<pAnce to acknowledge that ducal Prtiffia was aiief 1656. 
of Swenkfij for which he promifed to do hom^^e. Such a 
rapid courfe of conqueft alarmed all Europe* The pope 
feared Jeft the Poles might withdraw themfelves ffom the 
religious obedience of th^ holy fee^ and eihbrace the do6lrines 
of Luther and Calvitt. The emperor dreaded the vicinity of 
the Swedi/h monarch ; he apprehended if he eftaUiflied a firm 
footing in Poland^ be might one day, by t}iat means, give a 
aaortal blow to the houfe of Auftria. The republick of the 
Umted Provinces began to trembte for their commerce, fearing 
that if the Stc;/^/ became, mafters of Pruffta, and particularly 
of Dantxicij they would be deprived of the great trade they 
carried on in grain. His Damjh majefty could not avoid 
beinfi; difturbed with fuoh fudden conquefts made by a neigh* 
boilring power, the rival and the bittereft enemy of Den-- 
mart. He doubted not but the next attempi: of Charles ^ 
would be againft bis dominions. Laftly, the Rujftans^. 
though at war with Poland^ beheld with jealoufy the ag« 
grandifement of Sweden ; and the czar was p. rtieularly in« 
cen&d at the claim which the SweSJb monarch laid to £1- 
ihuamaj of which the Ruffians had already began the reduc- 
tion. All thefe different powers ibugbt the means of re* 
eftablifliing the affairs of Poland^ and of chacing the Swedes 
entirely out of that kingdom and Pruffia^ while Charles re* 
mained without a fingle ally or refource, except what he* 
drew from his own courage, and the valour and fidelity of 
his fubje<£ls. Urider fuch circumftances it is not furprizing 
that fortune ihifted fides, and terminated the war in a man- 
ner very diiSerent from what the firft appearances promifed. 
Valour tutored by condu£l was not alone fufEcient to in* 
fore foccefs ; it was necefTary that fome degreb of equality 
in firength fliould be obferved, and that money, the fources 
of war, could have been provided. 

The Poles no fooner obferved a profpeft of fuccour, than 
they began to recover from the pannic into which they were 
thrown by the fudden invafibn of the kingdom. King 
' Mon. HrsT. Vol. XXXIIL Y Cafrnir^ 
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7heYo\t% €ajimtr returned from Sikfta^ while the king of Sweden wai 
ri^oh ^i/ engaged \n Prujfta, It was no difficult matter to«perfuade 
drive the the Poles to break an oath which they had taken out of fear» 
Swedes and to renounce all allegiance to a prince whom they con* 
eut of the fidered as a heretic, a firanger, and an ufurper. Priefls ga¥C 
kingdom^ abfolution, and the pontiff difpenfed. indulgences to this fini« 
pie ignorant people ; the revolt was general, and thofe very 
troops and generals who had almoft vokntarily acknowledged 
the Sovereignty ofGuftavus^ now ranged themfelves under the 
banners of Cajimir. In all the little villages the Swedifl) &d- 
diers were maflacred; and in the province of Lifbuama^ 
. where a great number ofSwediJhtrocps were quartered, fcaroe 
one efcaped the fword. Charles immediately marched from 
PruJJia to chaftife the Poles ^ and revenge the cruel death of 
his brave foldiers. In his march towards the capital be, en- 
countered and defeated general Czarnejii\ who commanded 
a corps of twelve thoufand men : above half the Polt/b arr 
my was cut in pieces or taken. This however did not bm- 
der all the P^les, incorporated with the Swedijh regiments, (x> 
defert to Cajimir ^ by which his numbersx were conliderably 
augmented. As this campaign was made in the depth of a 
fevere winter, the Swe£Jh army was in a (bort time reduced' 
to a moft deplorable fituation. In the march to JariJJau the 
troops fuftained the united preiTure of hunger, cold, fatigue, 
and difeafe; to which we may add the attacks of the pea- 
fantS} who murdered and ftripped all the ftragglers. Be(ides»' 
CzarneskihzA fet a frefh army on foot, with which he gricv- 
oufly harrafled the Swedijh rear, atid gave perpetual aianxB' 
by means of his light cavalry ^. 

' At length Charles^ after furmounting incredible hardfliip9» 
arrived oSyariJtau ; but finding it was impoffible to fubfift 
his troops, he again begun, his march towards PruJ^* The 
Poles thought to furround him near Sandomir ; and a report had 
already prevailed, that the Suedes were cut in pieces, and that 
Charles was killed in the engagement* In fad):, he was in the 
iXToft imminent danger, cooped t^ in an angle formed by the 
confluence of two great rivers, his paflage over which was 
oppofed by forces more numerous than liis own : this Ipi- 
rited king however furmounted every difficulty ; he forced a 
paiiage, repuHed the Lithuanians, and opened a way to fPar^ 
Jaw, from whence he parfued his march to Pru^. Thi* 
retreat was not accomplifhed without fome lofs. The mar* 
grave of Baden, wlio commanded a body of four thoufsMid 

^ Id. ibid. Revel, de Pologne, par. M. le Abbe ^ Fo»- 
TAiNCs, p, 293. 
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JS^eiifij was fttrprifed and defeated by the Voles il PTariai a 
lols which was in a fhort time compenfated by a complete' 
ViQory, which jtdolphus the king's brother and general Wran- 
gel obtained over Czarniski^y while the king was employed in 
meafures for laying fiege to DanizicL Thisi defign he was 
forced to lay afide on account of the interpofition of the 
Dutch^ who arrived before the city with a fquadron of twenty- 
eight men of war, offered their mediation, and dropped hints 
of chcir refofution of oppofing Charles^ unlefs a proper re- 
gard was paid to their intereft. In confequence a negotia- 
tion was fet on foot, and very advantageous terms were . 
grattfed to the Hollanders, However, as the Poles had re- 
ceived a ftrong reinforcement of l'drtars\ Charles did not. 
think it fufiicient that he had bought off the Dutch -^ it was 
neceflary to gain the eleftor of Brandenburg^ in order that 
he might be at liberty to turn the whole (trength of Sweden 
againft Cafimir \ but ithe elector procrafiinated matters, and 
drew out the negotiation to fuch a length, that Warjaw was 
forced to capitulate, after it had been for three weeks beiieged 
by the whole Polijh army. 

At laft, not only a treaty of peace was concluded, but an 
alliance contracted between the king and the eledor, whereby 
the intire Sovereignty of Pruffia was ceded to the latter, od 
condition that he (hould aflin Cbarles-Guftavus in the reduc- 
tion of Po/c?;;^. Accordingly thofe two princes marched in 
concert againft the enemy, enc?imped in a ftrong fituation in 
the neighbourhood of Warfaw^ the camp being fronted by 
the Vijiula, The allies began the attack, and purfued it with 
fiich vigour and obftinacy, that the Poles were driven from 
their intrenchments, intirely defeated, prodigious carnagei 
made, and a great number of prifoners taken. So brilliant' 
a vJiSlory greatly heightened the luftre of the Swedijb mo- 
narch's glory ; but it did not produce all the expe£ied advan- 
tages,^ TOcaufe the elector, a£ied but coldly and remifsly oit 
this occaiion, barely executing ihe articles of the treaty. Thtf 
Poles and Tartars laboured to break the alliance, with which 
•vie^ir they made an irruption into Ducal Pruffta^ where they 
defeated the eledoral army near Licca^ taking prince Rad-^ 
vuvil aiid feveral ofKbers of diftin&idn prifoners. 

This defeat was fcton revenged by the Swedijh general 
Sieinbockj who attacked the fanie Polijh army at Philippowa^ 
sind overthrew it with to great flaughter^ as obliged the Pole's 
to quit the field for that feafon. On this occafion prince 
Maeizivil was refcued out of the hands of the enemy ; and 
general JVellemberg^ who had been arrefted on the reduflion 
^f JVarfaiOj contrary to an exprefs article of the capitulation^ 

Y 2 was 
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was exchanged for certain P$UJh noblemen taken m this 1)^ ' 
tie. Even this important advantage could not keep the elec- 
tor fteady in the intereft of Sweden. Better terms than thoic. 
ftipulated in the late treaty were therefore granted, in order 
to preferve this only ally, at a period when Mufcovy and the 
greateft powers in Europe were arming againft Sweden. Tbft 
KuJJians had already adually commenced hoftilitles in the 
provinces of Careliay Ingermaniaj and Livonia ; but they were 
every where defeated by the Sweden. At laft, fortune began 
to defert the Swedes in Livonia i two important fortreflles fcQ 
into the hands of the enemy, and they were now preparing 
to inveft Riga. For the fpace of feveti months had they bat- 
tered, the walls of this town, without once venturing to pais 
the ditch and ftorm the pra^icable breaches. The befieged, 
under the condudl of Magnus de la yGardiezvii Simon tklnh 
feldj l)ad defended themfelves with great intrepidity \ they 
had cut oiF feveral thoufahds of the enemy in divers vigorous 
Tallies. At laft they ventured to attack th^ Rujffian camp; 
they pierced the intrenchments» put the whole army in difor- 
der, made terrible flaughter, intirely defeated the enemy, and 
i)bliged them to raife the fiege with the utmoft precipitation. 

Mean time Charles was not difcouraged by the number of 
his enemies; he knew the fuperiority of his own troops 
over the Poles and Ruffians^ in point of difctpline and valour. 
The very report of his approach frequently put whc^ ai>» 
mies to flight* This was the cafe with general Caarneskie^ 
who was approaching Dantzick ; but on advice that Ckark's, 
had advanced to oppofe him, retired to Poland with the ut-.. 
moft precipitation, and in fuch hurry and diforder as fubjeded. 
his cavalry to a defeat from a fmall party of Swedes under co- 
lonel Afchenberg. The Poles^ finding they were unable to 
face the Swedes in the field, and to ftand the ifllie of a gene* 
ral engagement) contented themfelves with harraffing the 
enemy, alarming them in their march, and cutting off thctr- 
foragers and convoys. This obliged Charles to alter bis fyf- 
tem, and tb employ irregulars, who fliould fight tlie Poles 
A. D. in their own 'manner. With this view he concluded a treaty 
^^^S7* with RagoisHf prince of Tt^an^lvanfa^ whereby certain pro- 
vinces of Volandf contiguous to his dominions, were afiigned 
to that ally. In confequence of this treaty the confederates 
entered Lithuania ; but not being able to bring the Poles to 
an engagement, the expedition terminated in the redu&ion 
of a fingle fortrefs. Perceiving that nothing confideraUe 
^ould jbe effe&td in Poland^ Charles returned with llic Swe^ 
dijh army to Pruffta \ 

• Revol. dc Pologt ibid, Pwppbni>, U vii. 
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It was now that Leopold^ the young king of Hungary^ re- ' 
Iblved to declare in favour of Poland^ and exert his utmoft 
endeavours to break all the ambitious fchemes of the Swedijh 
monarch a;id Ragoiski. Before he dedared himfelf he joined 
tht Dutch in foliciting the king of Denmark to come to a 
rupture with Sweden. When the refolution of attacking * 
l^oland was firft taken in Sweden^ fome of the fenators had 
gfivefi it as their opinion, that Denmark fliould have been /len 
prived of the power of hurting the kingdom during the ab- 
lence of the king and army in a diftant country. Bat as the 
JDaniJh monarch had given no caufe for attaclcing his domi* 
Btonsy CharleS'Guftavut preferred the more generous and ju(|b 
.method of Securing his friendfhip by treaties mutually advan- 
tageous to both nations. As thefe treaties propofed to ex- 
clude ^t Hollanders from the trade and navigation of the 
Sahlck^ it drew upon the king the refentment of the repub- 
lic, and gave birth to thofe warm remonftrances made by the 
Dutch deputies at the court of Copenhagen. Charles fought 
every opportunity of cultivating the friendfhip of a neigh- 
bouring power K) capable of giving. him great difturbance ; 
but he foon perceived that the Danes declined engaging in 
any meafures which might tie them up from attacking Swe^^ 
den. I'he Duuhj he faw, were well received, the confer- 
ence$ to eftablifh a treaty of alliance procraftinated, new de- 
mands every day made upon Sweden^ and the price of the 
Danijb friendflitp rated fo high, that he could no longer 
dbubt their dehgn was to fufierhimto enfeeble himfelf with 
the Polijh war, and then to attack him, languid and ex- 
hat^led* Wrangel advifed the king to anticipate the fchemeis 
of the Danijh monarch, and fall upon him before his levies / 
were complete ; but Charles refolved not to be the aggreflbr^ 
iqtiagining, perhaps, that his moderation would induce the 
powers, who had guarantied the trezty of Wefipbalia^ to take 
p;irt in' his quarrel. He likewife might poffibfy think it fuf- 
ficient to be engaged in one unjufi war, undertaken merely 
ffom motives of policy and ambition. 

It was not long before what Charles had forefeen happened. The king^ 
The king of Denmark declared open war, giving for a rea-6^Den- 
ibn, that the Swedes had deprived him of the dutchy of Bre* 'nwk^ir- 
men in the laft reign, notwithftahding he had maintained an"^'' 
exa£l neutrality during the war in Germany (A). We have^^^^ 

already 

(A) In the hiilory of />««• ciawns. Among others, hit 
puark we have ieen a variety of Danijb majefty demanded refti- 
reafbns fpecified for the fup*- tution of certain territories in 
pae between die two iigrthern Norwepf, violently witbeld from 
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already Teen the falfity of this allegation ; but it could ody 
be efFedually refuted by the fword. Charles^ on advice that 
the Danes had invaded Bremen^ and taken Bremfrwirde and . 
other places, marched with all poffible exepedition to &uia^ 
leaving the affairs of PruJJia and Poland in the hands pf hi: 
brother duke Jddiphus. Before he took this meafure be U 
concerted matters with RagoUki^ apd given him a plaa of 
operations, which had it been duly followed, muft have 
brought the war with Poland to a fpeedy and fortunate iffue; 
hixt Ragotskl^ offiended with the king's departure to oppofea . 
frefti enemy, became negligent, followed different roeato i 
1 than thofe recommended by CharleSy and fuffered himfelf to 

be furprifed, and his army to be cut in pieces by thttik 
and Tartars. To fill the meafure of bis misfortunes, the 
Turks made an irruption into Tranfylvaniay under pretence 
that Ragotskiy as a vafial of the Porte^ had no right to jnvade 
' Poland without authority from the Grand Seignior : the pnnce 
gave them battle and perifhed in the a^on, wherd)]fkii 
Swedijh majeily lofl the fole sdly upon whom he could have 
any kind of dependence. 
TheDtiXAi Mean time, CharUs-GuJiavus having traverfed P^ewrfl»M 
defeated in ^^ the dutchy of Mecklenburgy fell upon Hfilfleinf while j 
Bremen general PFr angel with another corps entered' the dutchy of j 
ftnd Hoi- • Bremen. Nothing could exceed the vigour and iotrq)i<iity 
^ein. with which this general purfued his meafures. In the fpace 
of fifteen days he retook all the towns which the enemy bad 
reduced, attacked, defeated, and drove the Danijh army oat 
of the country, after having killed three thoufand of their 
beft foldiers. Nor were the enemy more fortunate ifi Hd' 
Jlein : here the king carried all before him, taking feireral 
fortreffes, reducing Itzehoe into alhes, defeating a corps of 
, Danes in the open field, and laying fiege to Fr^deruh-Udih 
into which the enemy had*thrown a ftrong garrifon. Ti* 
condu(ft of this fiege the king left to WrangeU retiring 
himfelf to Wifinari to obferve the fituation of affairs in ti- 
land. Wrangel imagining that to befiege this place in fonn* 
might confume the whole feafon, and expofe his army to die 
rigours of the winter, refolved to attack it fword in band, 
which he executed with fuch aftonifhing gallantry, diatin 

him by the king of S-we^n. ^.Daniflf refugee; and indeed 
He like wife required fatisfac- to the refenrment of this no- 
tion for the protedion afforded bleman the war is chiefly ^ 
bjr C^^r4p/ to the count C%Wf, cribed (i). , i 

(i) yi4, vfl, jucjfii. 
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'the •({lace of twcrhours-he became mafter of a nutaeroiis gar* 
rifon and exceeding firong fortifications ^. 

On the frontiers of the kingdom the, Swedes were lefs fuc- 
cefsful : they had loft one battle near Guaro in the province 
o^ Holland i but the enemy deduced no confiderable advan- 
tage from their victory. At feavthe fleets met, and mzm- Sea-Jigk. 
tained a hot engagement for two days, at the end of which 
both fides claimed the victory. Puffendarff^ and fome other 
biftorians partial to Sweden^ pofitively affirm, that the Danes 
fiieered off in diforder ; but they confefs that the Swedes pro- 
fited nothing by their vifiory, which *they attribute to the 
mifconduc^ of certain officers of inferior ftation. 

As to Poland the Swedijb affairs were ftill more unprofpe- The boufi 
rous. ^he houfe of Aujiria had now declared for Cafimir^ of Aufbia 
z German army had already entered Poland^ and obliged the^^^^'^^' 
Swedijh garrifon in Cracow to furrender that capital, though ^g^^ft 
Wart% the governor had defended it with great intrepidity^ Charks. 
and made dreadful carnage among the beUegersi General 
Czarnejki had likewife entered Pomeranian where he defolated 
the country with all the fury of a barbarian determined to 
levenge his late difgraces upon the innocent peafants, whoih 
he put to the fword, without pity or remorfe. Dreading 
however the approach of the Swedijh army, he retired with 
precipitation, before his expedition had anfwered rny other 
purpofe than that of tranfmitting his name to pofterity as a 
monfter of cruelty. ' 

Cll4RLESy finding himfelf environed by enemies, and 
his ftrength divided to oppofe the troops of Au/iria^ Bran" 
denhurgy Polandy RuJJia^ and Denmark^ determined upon 
ftriking fome fpirited blow which fliould induce the latter to 
liften to terms of pacification. With this view he formed 
an enterprise upon the ifland of Funen^ t\\t fuccefs of which 
would be of the utmofl: confequence, though the utmoft dif- 
ficuhy attended the execution. Providence indeed feemed to 
iecond his deftgns ; a fudden froft came on uncommonly 
evly in the feafon, the fea which feparates the D^my^ iflands 
was frozen, and the Swidijb nv>narch eniibled to tranfport his 
forces .without the expence of (hipping. Charles did not fail 
toimprove the opportunity. He inftantly fet his army in mo- 
tion, pailed over to Funen upon the ice, and furprifed a body 
of four thoufand t>anijh foldiers, and five hundred peafants, 
whom he cut in pieces. Having in a few days reduced the 
whole ifland, he pafled from thence to Langland, next to 
Laaknd^ then to Falftre^ all of which he conquered, and* 

^ Des Rochss Hifi- Den. t. iv. Pvffend. 1. vii. 
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Iaft}y to Zealand^ the great objeA of his operations. Thi 
unexpeded arrival of the Swedtjh army intirely difconcertei 
the Danes : they werefeized with apanic, deprived of all for- 
titude and prefencc of mind, and were g;iving themfelves up to 
defpair, when Charles gave them to uitderftand that he would 
hearken to equitable terms of accommodation. He was M- 
yerthelefs ftrongly advifed fo lay fiege to Copenhagen^ at that 
time badly fprcified, and overwhelmed with ebnfteroatiqb ; 
but Charhiy r^ileding that the capital coyld be of little fer- 
yjce towards the redudion of Denmark^ while ^rmiehharg add 
other ftrong fortrefies were in the hands of the enemy ; tHat 
the conaueft of thefe places muft equally diminifh his anny, 
and afford his other enemies time to penetrate into the Swe- 
d'Jh dominions, determined upon peace, and immediately fct 
. . . on foot a negotiation for that purpofe. It cannot b^ ioii- 

I^nnwk. ?'"^^ ^^^^ ^^^ '^^"S ®^ Denmark^ in his prefcnt fituatloo, 
A, D ' Vi^^"'^ ^^ v^i? difficult about the terms ; it was his bufinefi 
i6c8^ to (lieath thefworclat any expence^ efpecially as hefecrttly 
' ^ determined again to draw it as foon as opportunity fcnred. 
Charles however contente4 himfelf with the ceffion of tbofe 
provinces to which the crow^ of Sweden had alway$ lad 
claim. Accordingly, by the treaty pf J?<9/?ft//^, concluded oii 
the twelfth of Marchy the provinces of Schonenj HaWmi^ 
and Blekingx L^er and Hmveni the ifle of Borfbolm; the 
bailliages of Baifus zni Drontbeim in Norway; and a free 
paiTage through the Sounds were the rewards 6f the StveJifi 
king's gallant cbndu^. The treaty w:as ratified at a perf<h 
iial interview between the two princes, which pafled at Prt* 
derkkjburgy where they gave eacb other exterior marki of »: 
friprocal cfteem'; after ^hich Chdrles-Guftavus fet out fe? • 
Goitenburgy to aflemble th^ ftates o{ Sweden. His armywa$ 
quartered in x\it Danl/h dominions for the reniainder of the 
fcafon, in order to recover by repofe and good living, the 
diforders contra6ied in confequence of the exceffivefatigiie 
and hardfliips of a winter campaigti \ 
j/^ar re- His Swedijh majefty had now room to hope that he bad rid 
neived |iimfelf of one troublefome enepy ; and that the Danesy b 
€with unfuccefsful In their laft attempt, would have no great* indj- 
Dcrnmark; nation again tp try the fortune of war. Neverthelefs, he w^ 
difappointed : Denmark foon entered into a league widi* other 
poweis to check the progrefsof the Swedijh anris, and revenge 
the late indignity (he fuftained. The meafures which the /)«- 
' 'x}i[h monarch had taken, and the pains tie was at to perfuadedif 

pant dfi Quldenkw to quit the SiJoediJh fervice^ left Ci«rl^ oo 

« • ' 

• Hift. Dm. t. n. 

'-■ • " * - m 



r 



The Hifioty ((f Svftdtn^ jlj 

:|miii to 4<Mibt biit his intention was to attack hioi,' as foon as 
£e found the Swedes deeply engaged either againfi the emperor 
in Gemun^j king Cafimir jo Poland^ or the RuJ/iam in X/t/^-r 
ilia. He therefore refolved to anticipate defigns which roighl 
prove of fatal confequencfB, and again to attack Denntari- 
linprepared, and before ihe had fufficiently provided for her 
lecurity. He thought it advifeable that Denmanky rather thaa 
l|ts own dominions^ ihould become the theatre of war : fof 
vrhich reafon he ordered his fleet to the coaft of Hol/lein^ 
where he embarked his troops with all poffible expedition! 
ilc fpread a report that his intention was to lay fiege to />^»/« 
mck ; but he fet fail Arait for Zeahndy and appearefl very un- 
yxpej^ly before Copenhagen* Had he imniediately given the Copefrha« 
aflault, before the inhabitants. had recovered from their firft gen ^* 
iiirprize, it is probable he would have ^carried the city, with-/<sr^/* 
out the trouble of a fiege or blockade | but as he landed at 
the difiance of feventeen miles from the capital, the Danfs 
}iad time to recruit their fpirits,' and to take the meafures ne- 
peilary for their defence.' In eiFed, they behaved with ad- 
Jliirable courage, fought with incredible intrepidity, and de- 
feated the SwSlfs in every atternpt made to take the city by 
afiault. The fiege was ipun out to a mat length, and the 
befieged reduced to extremities, when atTaft a powerful Dutch 
fleet arrived ih the Sounds Izdcn with ammunition and provj* 
iion for their fucoour. - He gave battle to the Hollanders ; btit 
admiral 0^^^, indefpite of all bis endeavours, puihed into 
the harbour q( Copenhagen jznd relieved the city, jufl as it waf 
on the point of furrendering^. This obliged Charles to con- 
vert the fiege into a blockade, and to intrench his army at the 
entrance of the Sounds in which fituation the army remamed 
- until the end of the war. Mean tim? general Wrangel hail 
been difpatched with a body of forces to lay fiege to Crtmeni 
tmrgj the ftroqgeft fortrefi in the Danifi) dominions, which he 
took, after a fiege of three weeks, by fucb a feries of gallant 
Skdions, intrepidity, and vigour, as raifed his reputation bp* 
yond that of any officer of this period in the Swedijh fervice. 
* Notwithstanding the whole ftrength of Sweden waf 
^lOployed in Denmark^ the P^les made no confiderable advai^** 
tage of tbe refpite that they obtained. All they efFeded waf. 
penetrating into Livonia^ laying Hege to Gehron^ in which thejf 
were foiled, and, ih concert with the Auflriamy reducing 
^bem. A new enemy now appeared, and had no iboner de-^ 
(dared himfelf than he was cruflied. The duke of Qourland 
^d) under the pretext of a neuuality, done many ill office^ 
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to Sweden : the kiog therefore dire£ted general Douglas to at- 
tack the fortrefs.of 3i///<7», which he executed with fucfa ad- 
drefs, that the place was taken,- and the duke carried off 
prifoner to Riga ; from whence he was fent to Novogoroi^ 
where he remained during the war. With fuch vigour 
did the Swedes coaibat and humble their numerous eno- i 
mies. 
A. D/ While Charles kept all Denmark in a manner blocked up, 
1^59' ,the enemies oi Sweden continued clofely linked together, and 
determined, in their refolution, to clip thofe foaring wings 
which endangered the liberty of all the northern nations, and 
difturbed the repofe of Europe. Even France and England zn^ 
peared partial to the enemies of Sweden^ and ready to dedare 
in their favour, as far as could be judged from a treaty called 
the Concert of the Hague^ or a kind of agreement betwoeo 
France^ England^ and Holland^ to reconcile the two northern 
monarchies. Tp fruftrate the effeds of this agreement, 
, Charles m^i^ an attempt in the night to furprife Copenhagen; 
but the fcheme was baffled by the ftreogth and vigour of the 
befieged, who greatly exceeded in number his whole army. 
He then laboured to efiablifh a firm footing in the Dawjb 
iilands ; for which purpofe he made himfelf mailer of Lang>' 
landy Monay Falftre^ and Laaland. He perfifted in his refo- 
lution, notwithftanding the arrival of an EngUJh and Dmcb 
£eet in the Sound ; and was encouraged in his perfeverance by 
the news of a truce concluded between his general and the 
Ruffians^ of the defeat of the Poles before Riga^ and becaufe 
he chofe rather tp die fword in hand than be awed or intimi- 
dated into meafures contrary to his inclination. 

Notwithstanding the defeat before Riga^ the Poles 
found means to drive the king's forces out of Ceurland, znd ta 
gain poffeffion of Grandentz in Prujjia, At the fame time the 
jiujirians^ in concert with the electoral forces of Branden^ 
hurg^ penetrated into Holjiein and yutland^ and were prepar* 
ing to invade Funen \ but were repulfed by the brave WrangeL 
Their lofs on this occafion was fo confiderable, and the con^ 
i\xSt of the Swedes (o remarkably fpirited, that, convinced 
they could gain nothing by perfifting in the attempt to rediK^ 
.|he idand, they returned to Pomeraniaj and laid fiege to Ste» 
tin with all their forces. Here they were not more fuccefrr 
fill : after great lofs of time, and an infinity of foldiers, the 
allies were at length forced to relinquifb the fiege, and break 
^p camp in great disorder ^ - • 

» PUFFEND. lib, viij 
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A WAR m^ely defenfive, as this might juftly be deemed* 
however fuccefsful, contributed nothing towards the comple- ' 
tion of the anribitious hopes of Charles-Guftavus, He there- 
fore made another attempt on Copinhagen-, but it terminated 
in the fame manner as the preceding. He was more unfor- 
tunate in another quarter. The_2)«/fA fleet tranfported the - 
alh'cd troops to Fun^n^ where they attacked the Swedes under 
count Saltzhach with fuch fuperior numbers, that, after an q^ke 
obftinate defence, he was forced to retire with fcarce half his Swedes 
army to Nyburg^ the other half having perifhed in the fitXA tkfeated^ 
of battle. A few days after the Swedes^ who had taken (bel- 
ter at Nyburgy were forced to lay down their arpis, and fur- 
render at difcretion ; by which the king loft the fervice of four 
thoufand of the heft foldiers in his whole army. The lofs. 
and difgrace efFedled him fenfibly j'but did not weaken hia 
courage, nor damp that fpirit of enterprize for which this 
prince w^s celebrated. He >vas preparing to take his revenge, A. D. 
and had alfembled the dates at Gottenburg to deliberate on the i66q. 
means of pulbing the war with redoubled vigour, when he 
was attacked by a fever, which was epidemical and fatal in 
the camp. After a few days illnefs, he died on the 23d of 
February^ having reigned hot more than fix years; during 
which he obtained the reputation of a bold, bufy, warlike, 
undaunted, and rafh monarch, whofe ambition ftirred up the 
greateft powers of Europe againft him, whofe ardour after glo* 
ry engaged him in the moft unjuft quarrels, and whofe in- ^ 
ventive fruitful genius would probably have triuniphed over 
all difficulties, and obliged the fix powerful nations with 
whic)} he was then at war to. grant honourable terms of paci- 
fication, had I>e lived a few years longer. 

^The death of CharlesGuJiavus^ who was the foul and in- Charles 
vigoraning principle of Sweden ; the minority that enfuedj the XL 
diftreifed iituation of the kingdom, ready to fink under a 
ruinous fruitlefs war; made it abfolutely neceffary that mea- 
fijires ihould be in/mediately taken for reftoring the public 
tranquillity. The regency, as it had been fettled in the de- 
ceafed ipo/iarch's will, underwent fome alterations. The 
queen-dowager was left in pofTeiSon of all the power and 
honours affigned her by the king ; but the office of grand 
marechal was taken from duke Jdolphus, and conferred on 
K^yge^ the oldeft general in Sweden ; and after his death, 
which happened in 1669, was given to Charles- Gu/^avus * 
Wrangely who was fucceeded in the office by Steinboek. ^ The 
ftates and the regency unanimoufly agreed, that the firft ftep 
was to get rid of the war upon any terms, that were not in a 
very extraordinary maimer injurioMs to the honour and intereft 
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of Swtden ; and their views were the more eafily accom- 

" pliflied, as the death of CbarlesGuJlavtis copfiderably jimi- 

ni(hed the jealoufy the northern powers had conceived of tl^e 

defigns formed by ^Sweden, Could Schoneny Bleking^ Halland^ 

and Bahus be retained, no other conditions could prove unfs^- 

vourable in the prefent conjuncture. Accordingly a treaty pf 

peace with Pqlan4 vfzs fet on foot, and profecuted with fuch 

Wteaiyof diligence, that it was (Jgned and finally concluded SitOliva by 

Pl^va/ fhe third day of May. In this treaty were comprehended the 

emperor and the eI^<5lor of Bavaria : "John Cajimlr renounced 

his pretenfiops to the crown of Sw^agn^ and the repuMic of 

Poland ceded her pretended right to Livonia, 

T^H^ peace with Dmrnark met with greater difficulties, and 
tl?e conferences wpre frequently on the poipt of being broke 
off. King Frederick refufed to declare himfelf, until Sweden 
fhould make explicit propofals, under pretence that he was 
attacked in the ihidft of profound peace, and at a tirne whefi 
he thought himfelf perfeftly fecure on the faith of folemxi 
treaties ; but the Swedijh commifTaries having protefted, thaf 
their fple view was to reftore the repofe of the North, the 
mediators fpund means to adjuft all differences. Conference) 
were appointed in t^nts, ere&ed for th^ commiflaries, between 
the Swedijh camp and Copenhagen, By the twenty- firft of 
yune the treaty was figned, upon much the fame conpitions as 
the late treaty of Rofchild; only that BornhpJm and Dron(be}ni 
were now ceded to Deninarky while a certain equivalent in 
Schonen remained with Sweden, Soon after the difputes witl) 
Holland were terminated by a treaty, and peace with the 
Ruffians was concluded at Cardis '. Thus the tranquillity of 
Sweden was once more reflored, in a manner that cannot be 
deemed diihonourable, confidering the number and power of 
her enemies, (he length of the war, and the diflreHed fitua- 
tion in which the kingdqm was left by the fudden death of the 
monarch, and the profpeCl of a tedious minority. 
\^. D. ' SfV£DMN was now regarded as a power of confiderable 
|.6$7» importance iii the fcale of Europe, The regency interposed 
in the war between England and Holland^ and their mediation 
greatly contributed ito the peace cpncludec) at ^r/^£z. Some 
years after his Swediijh majeftv compofetj one of the members 
of the triple alliance, formea fqr the fccurity of the Nether-. 
lands^ and to retrench the growing pqwer and clip the forc- 
ing wings of Lewis XIV. At laft, however, perceiving dje. 
ftorm which thteatened Europe on the invafion of the United 
A. D, Provinces, Charles clofed in with the defigns of J^ewis^ as the 
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method he judged would moft eiFedually bring about a gene* 
ral pacification. The treaty between France and Sweden pro- 
fefled nothing more than the prefervation of the treaties of 
Jf^eflphaUa\ though it was obvious that each of the parties 
entertained other defigns, and projected the extenfion of their 
feveral dominions. ' it miift however be confefTed, that Swe'* 
den gave fignal proofs of moderation, as foon as it was per^^ 
ceived that the French king would have puihed his ambition 
to the u^r extindion of the Dutch republic. The king then 
offered his mediation to terminate all difFerences, before he 
Ihould be reduced to the neceffity of applying force. Mat- 
ters were brought ' to fuch a length, that conferences were 
appointed at Cmgn; and the negotiation was in a fair way of 
arriving 2^ a happy iflue, when the emperor difconcerted the 
whole by ordering the cardinal Furjienbergy plenipotentiary 
from the eledor of Cohgn^ to be arretted at the congrefs. 
Charles, incenfed at this proceeding, attached himfelf more 
clofejy to Ftance^ and by that means involved Sweden in a 
frcfli quarrel with the eledor of Brandenburg. 

The manner in which the Swedijb monarch began this 
war was very particular. Fie ordered his troops to enter Bran^ >^. i>^ 
denhurg ; but rigoroufly to abftain from all violence, ardwhat- 1674. 
ever could be conftrued into an 2& of hoftility. By t\i\!^Tbe king 
means he hoped to oblige the elector to liften to terms of zc-jnvades 
commodatfon, and detach him from the grand alliance form- Branden- 
ing againfl: Lewis. Soon after he publimed a manifefto ia^^S* 
juftiiication of his condu£):, refuting therein all the calumnies 
aflerted by the eledor, with refpe£): to the depredations comr 
mitted by the Swedijb forces. Here too he complained of the 
unjuftfeizure of divers Swedijb (hips by privateers licenfed by 
the eIe£tor, previous to any declaration of war, without re- 
monftratihg any grievances, and contrary to a treaty fublift* 
ing, and the eftablifhed laws of nations *• 

When this manifefto appeared , Wrangel detached tw» 
. thoufand men to feize the paflage o f Loekmeit : here the firft 
hoftilities were commenced. The Brandenburgers made an 
obftinate refiftahce ; but were at laft forced to give way, and 
fuffibr the Swedes to purfue their march to Middletnere, where 
they reduced Bemquy Brit/en^ and fome other plates. Not- 
unthftaiiding fPrangel fell fick, and was forced to quit the 
armv, the Swedes puriued their conquefts under general Jkbr--' 
denfiidty and pofiefied themfelves sumoft without oppofition 
of iiilll the towns and fortrefles in BrandenburgL At lengtk 
Ae debtor' arrived to the relief of bis dominions, retook ?e- 

* PvFFEND. Hift. lib. vii^ V«LT. Siecle, 1. 1. 
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vnral important toWii5» fell upon the itar of the Sivedtfli aitef) 

and cut it in pieces. In the end, the two armie3 came to a 

A. D. general engagement near Febr-Bellin^ in which, after a bloody 

, >^75« conteft, t\ic Sxvedis were forced t& retreat; but in (iich good 

' order, that the ele&or did not venture to purfue. He, not* 

withftanding, improved the advantage with fo much addreg^ 

' that the Swedes were forced to evacuate all their conquefts ; 

and, what proved of worfe confequence, they wefe deprived 

of the affiftance of pertain powers who were ready to declare 

for them, had they not been difcouraged by the declining 

fituation of their affairs. Inftead indeed of being reinforced 

The by alliances, the king of Denmark^ the United Provinces^ 

Swedes the duke of Lunenburg^ and the bifliop of Mknfter^ all feized 

are every the opportunity of peeking their vengeance on Silfeden^ and 

where de- bringing down to their own level a power that had lately 

feaied. towered it over all her neighbours, and given law to the 

northern hemifphere. It was likewife probable that Rttjfia 

would have joined in this confederacy, had not the death of 

the czar happily delivered Sweden from fo formidable an ac^ 

ceffon to her enemies. ' Charles couM oiily oppofe to this 

powerful combination the feeble aid of the tlaSbot of Bavaria-^ 

with w))om he concluded a treaty offenGve and defenfive; for 

as to Prance^ her armies had full employinent in the Netbo'^ 

' lands J and on the Rhine* 

The bifhop of Munjler was the fkfl: of the allies who fent 
an army into the field. In concert with the Brandenburgers^ his 
tR)ops reduced Verden^ which fooQ became a bone of conten- 
tion, and broke the confederacy againil Sweden, The war, 
however, went ftill on with vigour in Pomerania ; where the 
Danes^ Imperialifts, and Brandenburghers^ aflifted by a Dutch 
fquadron, all attacked the Swedes in different places. After 
divers other conquefts,. the eledoral forces took ffoHin by 
' afTault, and put the garrifon and governor, qohxta Schwerin^ ta 
the (word. Thence they palfed to the ifle of JJfedomj and 
foon reduced Wolgafi ; ^^ile the Dams gained pofleffion of 
Damgarten^ and were laying fiege to Wsfmar* Though Aw 
town was ftrong by nature atKl art, it foon farrendered for 
want of provifion, notwithftaoding fome writers tax the go- 
vernor with cowardice. 
A. D. The rigour of the feafiais could not deter the Swedes froo 
1676. keeping the field, in hopes of recovering,- by a winter cam^ 
paignf, what they had loft during the fummer. Tbey pafled 
ta the ifle o{U fed^m^ invefted frolgajiy and were forced, after 
a tedious fiege, to relinquifh the enterprize* Nor were the 
Icing's affairs mpre fortunate inBremeny where the enemy laid 
fiege to Stade^ and redaced the brave garrifon t0 e^trctne ne- 
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eeSt7* But what gave the mod violent (bock to SiViden^2S 
the defeat of the fleet, in an engagement with the combined , 
Iquadrons of Denmark and Holland near Bornholm \ and after- 
wards in a more deceive adion off Oehnd^ in which the Swe* 
dijh admiral was blown up^ and the vice-admiral, with feverai 
other officers, of diftin6iioo, and five (hips, were taken ^. In - 
confequence of this vidory, Tromp the Dutch admiral reduced 
Vdftedy yftuch fortrefs the governor abandoned, after having 
made a vigorous defence. His Danijh majefty likewife, novir 
nafler of the northern feas, embarked eighteen thoufand men^ 
aad landed ^Htlfinburgy to which place he laid fiege in form* 
7he gar rifon, amounting only to two hundred and fifty men^ . 
evacuated the town, and retired to the citadel, which the>b 
bravely defended for the fpace of a week ; at the end of whichy 
a breach being made, they furrendered at difcretion. 

It was now that the Swedijh monarch took into his owa 
bands the reins of government, and refolved to reign without 
the affiftance of a regency. He was induced to this determi*: 
xUtion by the factions which prevailed in the fenate and re- 
gency. He declared his intention by taking, upon hjm the 
command of the army, which he joined in perfon» with a 
view of oppofing the irruption made by the Danes into Sch^^ 
fun^ . His forces^ however, proved too weak to face the ene- 
my : Charles was forced to evacuate Schoneny with the morti- 
fication of being bafBed in his firfi attempt, and leaving a fine 
pmvince to be defolated by hoftile armies. 0(i the king's re- 
treat tx> Cbriftianjiadt^ the Danes befteged Land/croon^ and re- 
dacsd the garriibn in a few days to the neceifity of capitu- 
lating (v/v^j^^ 15), after which they direded their march t& 
GhriJUanJladt. This town, though ftrong by nature, and- 
bravely defended, yielded at laft to the obilinacy of the be* 
fiegers, who took it by aiTault, and put five hundred of the 
gartvfon to the fword. 

All thefe difgraces ferved«only to whet the ardor and Ai- 
mttlatd the courage of the young monarch, who fir ft turned 
the fcale of fortune by defeating the Danijb general Duwamp Charleses 
JK^T Helmftadt^ and fo intirely ruining his army, that of io\xtgoodfir^ 
thoufand men not above three hundred efcaped ^, This ad-/»«f re- 
vantage was fucceeded by the obftinace battle of Lunden.y. in f^rnu 
whaoh both the kings of Sti;^(fff ztid Denmark claimed. the 
victory. That Charles prevailed appears firom his keeping the: 
field^ battle, obliging the enemy to raife the fiege of A^i" ' ' . * 
m^ and his Danijh majefty to retire to Copenhagen* 

^ Univ. Hift. vd. xxxt. ^ Id, vol. xxxii* 
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Pmuramay the defence of which province was committed to 

fbe count Komgfmark. At firft this general was cxtremdj 

fuccefsful : he had gained a variety of inconfideraUe advuh 

tagesy which were foon obliterated by a feries of difgnux% 

lo^, and misfortunes. In a word, there remained only ft^ 

tin; Stralfvnd^ and GripjwaUy in polleffion of the Swedes i 

and to the former of thefe the ele£tor of Brandenhtrg laid 

fiege with all his forces. After he had in vain confun^ tho 

whole autumn before this town, he was at laft obliged tocoo* 

vert the fiege into a blocksule, and return for the wmter to 

Berlin. Amidft all the rigoms of a fevere feafon, the elcAo;^ 

' ral army remained encamped befote this city, ufing everf 

poiSbie expedient to reduce it to extremity. Vanderlbtiln 

who was governor, performed every thing that could be ex- 

peded from an adivc, fkilful, and reiblute commander. He 

shade frequent fallies, drove the befiegers from their poftt^ 

and was in a fair Way of obliging them to raife the blockade, 

when he received a mortal wound. When he found his end 

approaching; he aflemUed the principal officers and burgben 

round his bed, and exhorted them to behave like brave meo, 

deferving the king's confidence, to defend the place to the 

laft extremity ; he appointed Wolfzm for hb fucceflbr, and 

then breathed his laft. The new governor copied exafily 

the example of his predecefibr ; he made a great number oiF 

vigorous fallies, harrailed the befiegers, but ndt having tbe 

necefiary authority over the townfmen, reduced to extreme mi* 

fery, the populace revolted, and obliged him to deliberate 

on the means of obtaining an honourable capitulation (7^* '*) 

By this time a garrifon of three thoufand was reduced to 

three hundred and twenty eiFe&ive men : however, diis Heii- 

der corps obtained all the honours of war, and marcbcid out, 

drums beating, colours flying, a fmall train of artillery, and 

lighted matches, and was conduced to Livonia* 

A. D. SiNCB the battle of Lundm the Swedes remained maflen 

1678. of the field in that country. They reduced HelfaAurf^ 

obliged Chrijlianhaoen to capitulate, and were laying fiege to 

Cbnjiianjiadt\ but his X)tf»(^majefiy marching with a povror- 

ful army to the relief of thb laft place,, they broke up camp 

, and relinquifhed the enterprize. Nor was the ftiw^ fleet 

more fuccefsful than the preceding year. Admiral Zeetted 

Sea-figk. quitting G^ttenburg with eighteen fail of the line, in order to 

join the main fleets was. attacked and defeated, with the I06 

of fix (hips, by the Danijh admiral. . This advantage encou* 

raged Fud^ritk to inveft Malmojs^ a city that was obftinatcljr 

defended and attacked {June 18}. On the fixth of July tbe 
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^afus fjkVt a general aflault. Thty mounted the rathparM 
fword in hand, carried two baftions, and were openmg a way 
for the cavalry, when the draw-bridge broke down with the 
prodigious weight of the foldiers who crowded upon ir^ put the 
Danes in coofuiion, infpired the befieged with fre|b courage^ 
ilad deftroyed all the hopes of the befiegers, who were driven 
fiom the walls with prodigious flailghteri ttpoti which they 
taifed the fiege a fecond tinae *• % . . 

Pous. days after the Swedifl> fleet fell upon the Dants near The Swe-, 
the ifle of Jkt&fuii and, after having idoioft graiped vidory > was difh fiet 
defeated, with the Io(sof feven fbips. When the engage- ^A^^ 
tnent began, the Swedes had the vreather-^ge ; but the Datiift f''^ ^- 
admiral found means to deprive them of this advantage, zvAfi^*^* 
to break (hrir litie, to which the defeat is afci-ibed. To 
cmnplete the misfortune, the Dmch f^adron, which had al- 
Itady entered the &omid to affift the Danes^ cot off the 8we£Jh 
adminil's palTage to Gettehhnrg^ and blocked faim up at Mal* 
^e, where he remained in the utmoft diftrels. 

It was but a few days after this fea-engagem^nt that the 

tsaide^of Landfcr^n was fought, m which bdth the Swedijh 

andZ)i2ii(/&*monarchs commanded in perfon, each performing^ 

^erv duty of a foldier and general. The Swedijh right brokd 

Ad left of the Danes ; but C&irZfx was forced to draw oflF his* 

tkoUps to fuccour the left wing, i^hich was put in confuiion 

by the enemy. By this means the battle was again Renewed 

t^h the moK obftinate fury, from ten in the forenoon until 

foe in the evening, when the exceffive beat of the fun and 

fatigue of the comibatants obliged both parties to retire to their 

tamp, as if by mutual confenr. The Swedtfi) writers how- 

<^er alledge^ that the king of Den^nark retired to LandfcrooHi * 

Itaving king Charles nlalrer of the field, of thirty-two pieces 

^ cannon, fome mortars^ and a great number of loaded 

wajmms. 

Thi fcene of blood was not confined to the ocean, t6 
^nerii 2LT\A Pamerama \ ^(7ru;d[y likewife was the theatre of 
fome conflderable a^ons. At Oldeval a battle was fought, 
fword in hand, becaufe the heavy rains would not admit of 
the ttfe of fire-arms. Here tht Swedes were defeated (Sept. 7), 
the infantry being cut in pieces, and the cavalry efcaping Only 
l^ikieans of the fwiftnefs of their horfes. To crown the 
fnisfortunes of Sweden^ the Danes made a defcent on the iflands 
t>f Otfand^ Smaakmd, Unna^ and Kune^ fome of which they 
laid defoiate ; while the eledorai troops and Imperialifts re* 
duced count Konigfmark to the utmoft diftrefs in the neigh- 

* PtTFFBND. lib. Vii. 
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boyrhood of Stralfund. At length, however, by dint of vi^ 
lancCf he found an opportunity of attacking them to fo much 
advantage, that he retrieved hi« affairs by a complete vidory} 
after which he ravaged the dutchy of Mecklenburg. 

All this while ihtSwidis were hefieging Chriftianjlaii^ 
from whicD the Danes hoped to draw their attention by an 
attempt on Gottemburgy by defcents in the neighbourhood o( 
Suckholm to alarm that capital, and by invefting Bahus \ bqt 
none of thefe diverfions anfwered the intention. The kiog 
adhered clofely to his purpofe, and continued the fiege with 
the utmoft vigour, notwithftanding he every moment ex- 
pelled to be attacked in his camp by the whole firengtb of 
Denmarkn Succefs was the reward of his perfeverance: tbe 
garrifon capitulated on the fourteenth of Augujiy and QiaM 
had the fatisfa^iion of becoming mafier of this important for- 
trefi in fpite of the fpirited defence of the befieged, and tbi 
utmoft endeavours of the Danijh army, headed by their mo* 
iiarch. However, this conqueft was not made without fomq. 
retribution on the fide of the enemy. Heljinburg fell mta ' 
their hands, and might be faid to be the price of Cbrj/luur 
JIadtj though by no means of equal value. 
jj^ Though Konigfmark had lately obtained fome advantage! 

Swedes in Pomeraniay he could not prevent the ele£lor of Braid0h'\ 
evacuate htirg from laying fiege to Stralfund^ and reducing it, afteM ] 
Po;nera- bri(k fiege, which continued from the middle of the month of ^ 
nia. September to the end of OSiober. Gripfwald followed the fate 

of Stralfundj and furrendered on the fifteenth of November^ bf . 
which lYic Swedes were abfolutely difpoilefled of every towa.| 
and fortrefs in Pomerania. But Sweden wanted fometbii^l 
more to fill the meafure of her diftreflTes. The fleet whidi I 
tranfported the army from Pomerania to Sweden was fliip- \ 
wrecked in the night on the coaft of Bornholm^ by which near 
two thoufand men periflied in the waters, and the remaiodei 
were pillaged and taken prifoneis by the Danesy notwithftand- 
ing they had paiTports from king Frederick. Some afcribe thii 
misfortune to the ignorance of the admiral ; others to tbe 
treachery of the ele^or oi Brandenburg: at, this, diftance of. 
time it is difficult to afcertain the truth ; though we muft o^ 
ferve, in juiiice to tbe eledor's memory, that nothing evet 
appeared to prove this imputation; and that the wretched lo^ 
mains of the fhip wreck all declared, with one voice, that 
the misfortune proceeded from the admiral's unacquaintance 
with the coafl ^. 

* PuFFBND. lib. vii. Hift. Dan. tom, iv. 
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During thefe tranfadions in the North, the Dutch dgncd a. d^. 
^ peace wiih Lewis XIV. The emperdr had done the fame, i67q,^ 
whereby Levis flipulated, that his allies the Swedes (hould be 
put in pofleflion, of all they retained after the treaty of Z^^- 
Mia. He laboured I ike wife to efFeft a reconciliation be- ' 

ween the courts of Vienna and Stockholm^ propofing the treaty 
aWeftphaliu as the bafis of the negotiations; and that all 
sfts, decrees, and edicts, declaring Sweden an chemy to the 
•mpire, (hould be revoked. Thus the king of Denmark and 
sleSot of Brandenburg^ perceiving they were actually t5 be 
leferted by all their allies, and expofed to the whole united 
ftrength of France and Sweden^ made overtures of a feparate 
peace. with Lewis-, but that monarch refufed to litten to any 
^opofitions in which Sweden was not included. The Swedes, 
perceiving their affairs in a better pofture fihce the treaty 
with the emperot and the republic of //d//^w^, and fupported 
by fo powerful an ally as Zrn<;/jr^ determined to relax in no- 
thing, but to keep up to the rigour of the propofals they had 
given to the courts of C&penhagen and Berlin. This necefla« 
n1y prolonged the negotiation ; and the armiftice being at 
laft expired, the French troops in Cieves and Juliers put them- 
felves in motion to crofs the Rhine^ fall upon the ele6lorate^ 
and oblige the' Brandenburgers to fufe for a renewal of the cef- 
tition of arms. The truce was granted; but it produced n6 
cSed, as the elector of Brandenburg feemed determined only 
to conclude peace with France ^ after which he ihould be able 
to treat upon a better footing with Sweden. In the end, th6 
marechal Crequi defeated the eledoral forces under general 
Spaar^ and obliged the eledor to precipitate the negotiation. 
The treaty, in confcquence, was figned at St. Germain, thfe 
bafis being laid in the peace of Weftphalia. Sweden ceded , 
certain territories beyond the Oder to the eleflor of Branden- 
burg; and he, in return, promifed not to affift Denmark, di^ 
xcftly or indiref^Iy ; a condition which the court of France 
obtained from all her enemies. 

DENMARK was left now fingly to combat a power which pgacg'tviiJb 
had fully employed her forces, at a time when they were Denmark, 
affiled by numerous and formidable allies. Frederick was im- 
mediately ienfible of the neceffity of terminating the war. 
With this view he fent direflions to his refident in France to 
fign a peace, up6n the conditions already propofed by Lewis 
for the intire fatisfa^iion of Sweden. By the fourth article of 
this treaty Frederick declared, that Sweden fhould be reftored 
to all (he poiTefled at the commencement of the war. Thus 
Charles, after a feries of lodes and defeats, found means to 
•Wricatc himfelf with honour from aquaruel be^un in his 
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diil^opd, and obftiiMtdy nuintMhedfince biB «ccdEo&^ 
the throne againft a combination of the moS reff 
powers in Cbrifienibm. 
A. D. Thb treaty of peace with Ditmtari paved the way to 
i68o. trfoty of marriage between the king aiul the princefs Vbi 
Thtking BUonorOj daughter of Frederick IIL On the thirteenth 
' mes Mof the princefs arrived at Elfimury and next .day was^ 
cetved at Helfikhurg by the queen-mother of Swam* 
fixteemh (he fet out for Scbotterup^ where the nuprial 
mony was privately performed, the lung having met her 
in a faunting-dre(s. As tBe kingdom \izA fumnred greati] 
the late war, Char Us cpnvoked the ftates'to deliberate on 
means of reftoring matters to their former fituation, 
cftabliOiing the revenue upon! a proper footing. The afti 
was opened with a fpeech by OsfenJIiem^ prime ounifler j 
which he recapitulated the chief occurrences of the war, i 
ftate of the nation, and of the finances, concluding wi^ 
king's demandsy which he reduced to four articles* 
fefj^ed the external fecurity of the kingdom by foreigii 
liances^ its intriafic importance by means of relpedlable ^ 
and armies, the reformation of all abufes which bad 
into the admiaiftration, and the due adjuftment of taxes 
impofitions necefiariiy laid upon the fubjed in confequcnol< 
a tedious war. Aft^ warm debates, the refolution was fi 
0f maintaining the fleet in the fame fituation as in the 
, 1669. For the fupport of the army two taxes were Qrd( 
to1>e levied oa the peafanta the fubfequent year, and in 
next year following. They were beiides ordered to board 
foldiers, at a certain price, for the two entiling years; an 
was left to the king's pleafure to maintain a certain number] 
troops at the expence of the fafbries, the focie^ of 
and other public bodies and corporations. It Was d< 
great condefcenfion in the nobility that they agreed to 
vance afum of money towards the relief of the peafants; 
the payment was fo inconfiderable, that it was obvious 
wanted rather to (kreen themfelves againft the public odii 
than minifter to the neceffities of the government. An< 
refolution of the ftates was to re-annex to the crown all 
lordihips and lands, feodal and allodial, which had been 1 
membered from it iince the year 1609, together with all 
royal palaces alienated fince the year 1655. Several o 
A. D. decrees extremely favourable to the crown pafled ; and 
168 r. clergy voluntarily offered a fifth of their revenue to the 
provided they might pay it in kine, or brafs money \ 

I ^ PvPFiND. libsvii. / 

f . ft 



7he Hijicry of Sweden. q^k 

ir was tiow that the ftates likewife determined to make a 
finall alteration in the conftitution. The authority which the 
fenate aflbmed gave umbrage to the king, and to the different 
orders of men and degrees in the kingdom. The fenators 
claimed to themfelves a middle rank, between the king and 
the dates. They afTumed a right of mediating between both, 
pf reminding the king of the (^ligations he owed the people* 
and the fubjeds of the duty which they owed their fovereigq. 
Ttht ftates appointed a committee to examine whether the 
iivchority afTumed by the fenate was founded on the laws q( 
ikt realm, and igtvUSAy conftitutional. The report of the 
Committee was, that the king was bound to govern by the 
llhtvice of the fenate ; nevertbelefs, no law of the con^itii- 
^n allowed of their claim to the middle rank they aflerted. 
^poii this report the king declared, by an edi£t, that the laws 
mmld remain in their fuU vigour ; that he would govern by 
pe adviceof his fenate ; but that he ffaould be judge of what 
ifeirs were proper to be conununicated to this body. In t 
' id, the fenators were forbid taking the title of counfellors 
the kingdom: they were only called counfellors to the 
ig; arid the fovereign rendered himfelf in a manner indc- 
^hdent, by retaining the power of confulting them only on 
iich points as he thought proper. Thefe changes gave birth 
a new department of flate, called the grand commijlionp 
lich afiiimed a right to inquire into all tranfaflions of the 
liffry, and to punifh the ufurpations and exa6lions of the 
waters. 

r As ibon as the ftates broke up the king determined to pro- 
ceed to the queen's coronation, which was celebrated at Stocks 
%hn with all poffible miagnificence. Soon after the ftates 
&rere again afTembled, which occafioned much fpeculation ; 
V> for a great number of years, it had been ufual to aflemble 
p^!o\ only once in four yean, except upon very extraordinary 
eccafions. In the.^eech made by die chancellor, he ao- 
(uainted the ftates, that notwithftanding the king was fenfible 
^ the expence tefulting from frequent meetings of the ftates, 
jrpt he thought it abfolutely neceiTary to concert meafures with 
jbis Faithful fubje£ts for' tne fafety of the kingdom, and the 

f' rrfcrvatioh of its prcfent happy tranquillity. His majefty 
ad nothing more at heart, he faid, than the felicity ot the 
.luiigdom, and that a ftri£l union fhould fubfift between t^e 
*two northern crowns. With this view he had renewed the 
sntient treaties mi\x Denmark. He had likewife, for the greater 
fecurity of the kingdom, not only renewed die old treaties 
with France^ but contracted new, for the execution of the 
4?wtics rf VT^fbalia and Nimgmn. That, for the conve- 
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^nience and advancerncnt of commercjr^ he bad done the faine 
' with the dates-general of the (inited Province;, and the em- 
peror Ayas defiro^is of 'l>ecoming a party. In a word,' he reca- 
pitulated whatever refpcded ti}e king's condu6i:with regai^tp 
A. D. foreign tranfa^ions. He next proceeded to domeftic affairs, 

1682. and particularly the ordonnances of the lai^ afjiemblyy which 
The king occafioned warm difputcs between the nobility and the ochor 
^qwres * orders of the ftates. The deputies of the burghers and peah 
a Joluie f^pjg however paffed an a£t, declaring* the grand, comm^^ 
fpwer. ^^ j^^^^ punflually performed the duty required by the eftabtifii- 

ment of the bpard ; requefting that the fums levied by tswes 
might be employed in the .payment of public debts; that a 
commiflion (hould be ifTued to liquidate arrears, and to reduce 
the tajf qf eight per {;ent. on eftates tp fix per cent. A number 
*of other articles were likewifc inferted, to prevent the em- 
bezzlement of public money among favourites of the nubility, 
/ and the alienation of the crown-lands. 

A.D. With one voice the nobility cried out againft this aft; 

1683, but, without paying any regard to their oppofition, the depu- 
ties of the burghers and pea fan ts began to add, that the king 
had power to put the kingdom in fuch a fituation s& be 
thought moft conducive to its jntereft and fecurity. The con- 
dud of Charles was artful : he pretended to hold a middle 
Courfe between the violence of both parties : he inftigated the 
.deputies of the lowor order to what they did ; yet with feem« 
ing reluctance he publicly approved of the afts they had pailed. 
By the article which had given him power, of his own authb- 
Uty, to al|er the conAitution, and put the government >in what 
hands he thought proper, h,e w^s in fact made abfolute and 
defpotic ; but the commons did not appear to have forefeeo 
th^ confequences *. They afted merely out of bppcfition to 
th^ nobility : they were defirous of humbling them, and bring- 
ing them nearer to jheir own level : they efFeified tl|eir pur- 
pofc; but they likcwife went bfyond it, when they enlarged 
the royal prerogative. 

Thenomi' It was in the year 1685 that the extraordinary expedient 

nal value w^s proiedled of liquidating the public debts> by raifiog thp 

§f money vajui? pf fjijoney, without increafing its intrinfic v^Iue ; an cx- 

raifed. . pe<}ient fince praflifed, as. a refinement in policy, in odicr 

• countries, though it partakes but little of common honefty, 

A- 1^. and generally brings difcredit upon government. At this time 

1686. the creditors of the crown loft above nine millions of crowai 

by this fingle meafure : the revenue, indeed, was cleared 

thereby ; but thoufands of the moft induftrious families were 

involved in irrqnediable deftruftion. 

f BuFFEND. lib. vii. 
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Next followed a regulation, or rather an ordonnance, in 
€he church ; whereby the king forbid the exercife of any reli- 
giOnV except the Lutheran^ within the Swedi/b dominions. 
However, at the folicitation of the Duichy Charles relaxed A. D» 
"ibmewhat from the rigour of this law, having afterwards per- 16&7. 
'rhitted Proteftaots in general, the followers of Calvin as well 
'as Luther^ publicly to profefs their dodrines. 

Sib^CE the accefljon of the prrncefs of Denmark to the 
throne of Sweden^ the two northern crowns had lived in the 
nutmoft harmony. This proceeded chiefly from the influence 
of the queen of Sweden with the kings her hufband and fa- 
ther, and the necefEty of refpiring for a time after the fatigue 
of a ruinous long war. There were, indeed, fome points of 
contending intereft ftill fubfifting ; but the refolute prudence of 
the monarch^ kept them fteady in pacific meafures, and de- 
termined rhem to avoid whatever had a tendency to renew the 
anttent animofity of the two nations. The difference be- 
tween his Danijh majefty and the duke of HolJIein-Gottorp 
had, indeed, almofl: broke thrpugh all the prudential paci- 
fic maxims of Charles and Frederick : happily, however, a 
conference, fet on foot at Altenoy warded off the ftorm, re- A. D, 
eftabliihed the tranquillity of the North, and gave birth to 1689. 
a frefli' treaty between Sweden and Denmark. 

While Sweden cultivated peace with all her neighbours, 
there were not wanting caufes of domeftic difcontent. The 
Jficw e&ablifliment called the grand commij/ion^ the derogation 
from the powder of the fenate, the liquidation of the crown debts, 
the iniquitous encreafe of the nominal value of the coin, the 
redudlion of eftatcs all over the kingdom : thefe, with a va- 
riety of other new meafures, gave difguft to all the nobility, 
to all tfie crown creditors, and to the commercial intereft. 
In Livonia they were highly refented, and the nobility fent re- 
peated petitions and remonftrances to court, by the hands of 
deputies, who had orders to infift upon their privileges con- 
firmed by repeated a6Js of the king's royal prfdeceflbrs. The 
deputies could obtain nothing, and therefore returned to JVer^ 
deny where the diet was afTembled. On their report the body 
of nobility refolded to draw up a ftronger remonftrance than 
any of the former, to be prefented to the king by captain Pat- A, D. 
if//, one of the five deputies, who had already diftinguifhed 1693. 
himfelf for bis boldnefs, and attachment to liberty. The rc- 
monftrance breathed the true fpirit of freedom ; Patkul en- 
forced it with the manly eloquence of a rough intrepid fpirit, 
fired with the love of liberty and dread of defpotifm. In the 
end, however, he became the viftim of the court's refent- 
ment, and of his own zeal for the privileges of the nobility. 

Z 4 An 



328 l^beHifiaryp} 

An accufation was drawn up aeainft the reoaMficanU» an^ 

^ particularly Patiul. In vain did the whole body of DckSikj 

interpofe : the proce(9 went on, w^itihout any regard to their 

defence, and ibey were convided of high trealbn. The load 

A. D. of piinifliment and ienominy fell upon Patiul* He waa feor 

1694* fenced to have his right band cut ofF; to be deprived of hs 

life, honours; andeftates; to have the latter confifcated to 

the crown, and his papers burnt by the hands of the commoa 

executioner. The counfellor Croner/Ien loft his emplof^ 

nient, and feveral other perfons of diftindion were imprilboed 

for fix years, but pardoned pn their fubmiffion ; ^d the fecror 

tary to the nobles of Livonia was condemned to fpend eight '] 

days in clofe confinement, living on bread and water. Nei^ 

ther Pathl nor his colleagues could avail themfelves of the 

decifion of the univerfity oiZii^uk^ which forinally declared 

' the accufation unjuft :^ he was forced to fly his couatiy> Mk 

avoid the executipn of his rigorous fentence, only that if 

plight recur with redoubled vengeance in tbefubfequqit x'eigpip 

We have already touched upon his misfortunes ^. 

We have, in a former volume^ recited the generous en* 

deavours of his SweSJb majefty to eftabjiifli ^ peace of JSW« 

rope. To hb mediation was in a great meafiire owing the 

Congre(s at Ryjwici ^ but while he was labouring to dkdi ^ 

April I J, general pacificaticna^ be was ieized with a disorder, which cut 

A. D. him. off in the forty-fecond year of his aee. Charks died with 

1697. the reputation of a moderatCji peaceable, and politic priacct 

notwithftanding the uobaf^ war in which Franci invohwj 

him before he attained the age of manhood, and the Maft ey* 

tenfion of tiie royal prerogative, feem to contradi^ this char 

ra£ler. He certainly cultivated peace during the reakaioiflg 

)part of his reign, ^ave a feafonable check to the iniblence of 

the nobility, put his army and fleet in a reipe^9|hle j^fture^ 

f:heri{hed commerce, threw oS the ftuckks in which Sw^An 

had for many years been kept by the court of Fratu^ claimed 

the independency of his court, and renounced an alliance^ 

the very bafis of which wsfs contrary to the intereft of h^ 

people. Upon the whole, CharUs XI. was a wife and tt^. 

fpeSable monarch, whoie failings were abibrbed in the lu(^ 

of that glory acquired by a fcries of politic fpirilol coodu^ 

for the ten laft years of his government. 
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S E C T, XI. 

fUcntaimng thf particulars of the JVar with Denmark^ 

Ruilki^ and Poland* 

V^HJRLES XIL the Too and fuccefibr of the d^ceafed Charles 
^ monarch, wa$ a minor at the death of his father, and left XIL 
under the tuition of his grandmother, the queen-dowager 
JSUomra^ the fame wife prince(s who had governed the king- 
dom during the late king^s minority (A}« To her were joined 
£ve fenators in the regency, until the young; kin^ ihould a«* 
rive at the legal age for.ts^ing wpon himfelt the government. 
Upon his acceffion Cbarks was fifteen ; he found a thronie fe- 
cured, and refpe&ed abroad; a crown more ^^tended m pre- 
rogative than any Sitmdijh tponarch had ever before enjoyed; 
fume£b poor, but loyal, hardy, brave, and frugal \ a treafiiiy 
well managed, and the whole adminiftratioa in the hands of 
}ioneft and able minifters* He was the abfoliite imdiftui bed ma£- 

(A) The princeis Vlfica' farmers, tradefmen, widows, and 

"BUworay wife of Charles XI. orphans, had filled the Areets of 

and mother of Charles ^11. died Stpckboln^ with tkeir complaiots,- 

at Carelfiirg about three years and pierced ' the palace-gates 

"before ^e »ng's death, whither with their grievances, Eleanor^ 

fte had been conveyed for the aflifted the drfheffed with all fhe 

feoevery of her health. She had in her po^^flion. She gave 

waa a princeis of excellent on- them her money, her jewels, 

^erftanding, piety, chanty, and her furniture,' and even her 

great munificence. Her laft re- deaths. When Ae had given 

queft was that Ae might be bu- all, (he threw heHelf^ melted 

ried without pon^p or (plendor^ into tears, at the feet of the 

and that the favings of a mag- king her haA>and, befeeching 

nificent funeral might be.ap- him to have pity pa his (ubje£l»« 

plied to the relief of the poor. Charleses anfwer was by no . 

The king, however, determined means confbnant to the i 4 ^ ^ 

etherwife, ordering the laft ob- given of him by hifiorians. It 

ftqioes to be penormed with was the reply of a tyrant: 

die utmoft folemnity. It is re- f * Madam, lays he, we have 

pcMrted of thb queen, that when **^ taken you to bring us chil- 

Charla XI. had ftripped great ^* dren, not to give as advice.*' 

jpart of his fubje&s of their The exprefion of an iniblent 

wealth by the new chamber of mind, and un&eling callous 

liquidation; and that great beared), 
numbers of citizens, gentlemen. 
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ter of Sweden^ Finland^ Livonia^ Carelia^ ahd Ingria^ the 
towns of Wifmar and JVihurg^ the dutchy of Bremen and Ver^ 
deftj great part of Pvmeranitt^ and the Ule of Rugen^ fecurcd 
to his crown by the treaties of Munfter^ OUvoy and now by 
that of Ryfiaick^ executed foon after the acceffion of Cbarla. 
. By the laft will of Charles XI. the young king's majority was 
' put oflF to the age of eighteen ; but he foon found means to 

lay aiide this claufe , of his father's tcdament, and remove 
from the regency the queen-dowager, whofe ambition and 
ability made her hope that {he (hould long enjoy the fweets of 
power undef her grandfon. Count Piper and Axel Sparre 
were the perfons employed to accomplifli this revolution in 
the adminiflration. Both were bold, fpiritcd, artful, and am- 
-^ious of diftinguifhing themfelves in the young monarch's 
fevour. The counfellors of the regency were eafily feduced 
by their arguments to come over to the fcheme concerted, 
and thereby to recommend themfelves to the king's efteem. 
In a body they propofed to the queen, that Charles ihould take 
into his own hands the reins of adminiftration. She was 
llartled at the propofal ; but not caring to deny her confent, 
agreed that tt might be referred to the ftates. Here all were 
unanimous : the queen found that oppofition would be fruit- 
kfs ; flic therefore refigned with a good grace, and Charles 
bad the whole power devolved upon him, within three days 
after he had fir^ exprefled his inclinations to reign, alone. 

The crown was fcarce fixed upon the bead of this youthful 
monarch before a dorm began to gather in the North, tliat 
pointed at his deftrudiionr to repel which required the utmoft 
exertion of his courage and policy. Three - powerful princes 
hoped to proJBt by his inexperience, and at leaft wreft from 
Sweden all her acquifitions fince the acceflion of the famous 
Guftavus Adohphus. The mean opinion which not only the 
court of Stockholm^ but foreign ambaiTadors entertained of 
iCharles*% capacity, raifed the exped/.ation of the kings of 2>tf«- 
mark and Poland^ and Peter czar of Mufcovy^ afterwards the 
bittereft and moft formidable enemy of Sweden^ King Au- 
guftus of Polandy a prince equally famous for his incredible 
ftrength of body and the intrepidity and liberality 4[>f bis mind, 
formed defigns on Livonia at the in (ligation of Patkul^ who 
had taken refuge at his court. The king of Denmark^ re- 
gardlefe of ,tJbe l^reaty of Altena^ of which Sweden was gua- 
rantee, revived the difputes with the duke of Hdlftein ; and 
the czar o^ Mufcovy^ Peter ^ afterwards jufHy fumamed the 
Greaty the founder and legiflator of a vaft empire, the civi- 
lizer of a nation of f^vages, himfelf a barbarian in his man- 
ners, ^ politician) and a hero, tbirfted after, the conquell of 

Ingria^ 
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Ingriay a pravihce which had : formerly been annexed to the 
Ruffian Aowimom. The iirft appearances. of hoftilities were a. D. 
.ob(efved on the fide of Holftein. Frtderick IV. was preparing 1699* 
to attack the young duke, who claimed the king of Sweden^s • 
protedion. Charles marched a confiderable bodjr of forces to 
his fuccour ; but, before the arrival of the Swedes^ Holftein ' 
was ravaged, the caftle of Gottorp taken, and clofe fiege laid 
to "Tonningen* by the king of Denmark in perfon, ai&fted by 
the troops of Saxony^ Brandenburg^ ff^olfenbuttle, and Heffi^ 
CaJfeL England and Hollaiti^ as guarantees, in concert with 
Sweden^ of the treaty of Altena^ joined Charles againft this 
confederacy, and fent flec;ts to the Balttck. Firft» however^ 
they tried the method of negotiation ; and propofed, that all 
foreign troops (hould be withdrawn from Holftein^ and the af- 
fairs of the dutchy reftored upon the antient footing. Charles 
and the duke accepted the propofals ; but they were haughtily 
reje£bd by the Danijh monarch, who too much relied upon 
the alliance of Rufjioy Poland^ Saxony^ and Brandenburg^ while 
he defpifed the youth and inexperience of the king of 
Sweden, 

By this tin^e almoft all the towns of Holfuin-Gotiorp had 
fubmitted to the duke of tViriemberg^ at the head of the Da» 
•ntjh army. That genera] hoped that Tonningen would yield 
to the terror of a bombardment ; but he was deceived. The 
inhabitants feemed animated, by the imminence of the danger^ 
to a more ilrenuous defence of their liberty ; and king Frede^ 
rick found it neceiTary to accelerate the fiege by his pelrfonal 
appearance in the camp. He ordered the town to be ftormed ; 
4ind had the mortification to fee his troops driven headlong 
from the walls by a handful of Swedes^ led on by general Ban^ 
nier. Thb determined him to raife the ftege : fome writers^ 
Jiowever, attribute this meafure to the influence of the French 
ambafTador. Poifibly the true reafon was the neceffity which 
Frederick was under of marching to the relief of his capital* 
then invefted by the Swedijh monarch. 

CHARLESy having intruded the affairs of the kingdom 
in the hands of a council, chofen out of the fenate, fet out 
on the eighth of May from his capital, never more to return 
thither, embarked at Carlfcroon^ and joined the fleet of the 
allies. Making a defcent with the whole on the ifland pf Zf^- 
}andt he ocfeated a body of cavalry that oppofed his landing, 
marched towards the capital, and was preparing to lay fiege A. D, 
to Copenhagen by fea and hnd, when ti\e Danijh monarch, 1700. 
then in Haljiein^ beheld with aftoniflinlent and terror the celeb- 
rity o( Charleses motions, and the danger of his capital and king- 
dom. He faw the Baliick covered with a hoflile navy, a 

young 
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' young conqaotor in the facaft tA bis dominions, his capitd 

feady to IttfTender, bis people overwhelmed with confternA- 
tion, and \xi% whole kii^;dom a fcene of dread and confttfion. 
Hk embarr^fied ctrcumfhuicee obliged him to (he for peace : 
he faw Che neceffity of doing jisQice to the duke of Holfieiny or 
of hs^ving Copinhigen laid in ^Aes. The former was his 
Peace with choice : a negotiation was begun at Bramfieedi^ continued at 
Penmark. 7ravtnial, aiid finally conciuflcd in the fpace of eleven days, 
on much the fame conditioiTs as the treaty of Abena, Thus 
CharliSy whefe youth and inexperience expofed him to the 
machinations of all his neigtibottrs, finifbed in fix weeks a 
4wrar by his vigorous condu£l, reduced the mod powerful of 
. his enemies to fubmiffion, and at eighteen years of age be- 
came the terror of the North, and the admiration of all Eu' 

BeiNO now at liberty to turn his anm againfl the other 
princes who had conipired his ruin, the young Stmdijh mo- 
narch wss leiding bis troops agaiirft Auguflm or Poland^ who 
was laying iiege to Riga^ the capital of Uvoma, when advice 
, arrived that the czar ofjkfufcovy had invefted'^rv^ with one 
hundred thoufimd men. Churles has been falfly charged with 
beginning this war : the czar firft commenced hoftilities, and 
kis declaration evinces, that ambition, and the hope of prot> 
ftting by the fituation of Sweden^ were the motives of his cooi- 
Aa&. Perhaps the ftrongcft reaipns that appear in his deda^ 
ration of war are, diat fuffident honours had not been paid 
brm when he ^fird incognito to Riga, and that pro^ifions 
bad been fekt at an exorbitant price to his ambaiTadors. Ja 
the depth of winter, when the Bahick was fcarce navigabie^ 
Charles embarked at Cartfcrow^ and landed ait Pemaw in £/- 
^Mia with part of his forces, the reft being ordsred lo lUvel^ 
Hfs army did not exceed twenty thoufand men ; but he had 
every advantage befides numbers over the Ruffians. The czar 
and the duke de Cray, a German^ were the only foldiers amone 
the befiegers : their example was to civilize and inftrud a vsEft 
multitude of untutored barbarians. The i^obiltty of Raffia 
had been accuftomed to march at the head of a tumultuooa 
crowd of Saves. Petsr wifely fell upon the only method of 
eftabli(hing difcipKne and fiibordination : he began himfelf 
with the meaneft employments in the army, and beat a drum 
before be wielded a trancheon. Charles^ on the contrary^ 
fet out a general at the head of the bete difdplined troops ii| 
Europe. He marched towards Narva^ and found that the 
pLZx had thrown every poffihte obftru£lion in his way. Thirty 

♦ PurrBNi}. Ub^vij. Yo;.t, lib. i. 
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thoufaiid men were paded on tjie road in a defile, to dppofe 
his pailage : this corps was fupported l^ another copDpofed of 
twenty thoufand Sinletzes^ and poftedf fonoe leagues nearer 
Narva. The czar himfelf wa$ ^t out to haften the march 
of a reinforcement he expeSed of forty thoufand men, with^ 
which he intended attacking th^ Swedes in flank apd rear ; but 
the rapidity, the fortune, and the valour of king Charles 
baiBed every endeavour. With four thpufand horfe, and an 
equal number of foot, he advanced in perfon, ordering thn 
army to follow with all convenient expedition. With nQ 
iinore than eight thoufand men he attacked the Rn/Jtan armie9> 
one after another, and defeated. them, puOiing his way to the 
czar's camp before Narva^ which he found fortified in amaiiT 
ner that ought to have removed the contempt he always en* 
tertained of Peter*9 capacity. » Lines of circumvallation and 
contravallation had been formed, and fortified >y redoubts^ 
and one hundred and fifty pieces of brafs cannon placed in front; 
but thefe arts t>f defence Charles regarded as the precautions of 
fear. He fcarce gave his troop$» fatigued with a long march^ 
and three fiicceffive engagements, time, to reft before he iflued 
orders for attacking a fortified camp, defended by eighty thou* 
land ffieii). with a body not exceeding 4 tenth of that number^ 
One of his officers having remonftrated to him on the rafhf 
neb of the attempt, ^' What, fays Charles, do you doubt 
<^ whether the king of Sweden with eight thoufand men* 
<^ (hall n<^ beat the czar of Mufccfuy with eighty thoufand ? *? 
The czar, however, was not prefent ; he was then asQeo^ing 
another army. 

Qn the thirtieth of November the Swed4s began battering The Ruf^ 
tiie Ruffian intrenchments ; and, having eSe^d a breach, fians de- 
advanced with loaded mufkets and fixed bayonets, pouring \rx feat dot 
their fire quite in the face of the enemy, and fuftaining Hie ^ock Nanra«. 
ofthewholeweightofthe£«^»army with admirable coaftan;*^ 
^ 9nd intrepidity. For half an hour the engagement was obftii^ 
lut^i and yii^ory doubtful. The enemy flood the Swedijb fire 
without yielding an inch ; and the kingi to dii{;ra<9; them^ 
made an atitack on another quarter of the camp. Here likei* 
wife he was received more warmly than he expe£led. Upon 
the enemy's firfl dlfcharge, a ball grazed along his ihouLder^ 
and wounded him flightly. Soon after his hocfe was killed : 
a fecond horfe had his head (hot off by a cannon-'haU % and 
Charles, mounting the third, cried out, peevifhly» ^^ Thefe 
*« fellows will give me exercife." In the fpace of threo 
hour^ the intreadimems were carried ^ and the king with four 
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Ihourand men, that compbfed the wing which h^ cOmmartded 
in perfon, purfued a ilying army of fifty thoufand men to the 
river Narya. The bridge gave way under the weight o^ the 
fugitive RuJJiam^ and the river was immediately covered with 
floating bodies. Great numbers returned in defpair to the 
camp, and defended themfelves for a while : but at laft the 
gcncrsds Gallowinznd FfJerowitz furrendered; thirty thoufand 
were either killed in the intrenchments < and purfuit, or 
drowned in the Narva ; twenty thoufand furrendered at dif^ 
cretion, and were difmifled unarmed j the reft were difperfed. 
An hundred and fifty pieces of fine cannon, twenty-eight 
mortars, one hundred and fifty-one pair of colours, tweiity 
ftandards, and all the baggage of the enemy were taken ; and 
what was ftill more important, the duke de Croyy the prince 
of Georgia., and feven other generals, were in the number of 
the prifoners. Nothing could be more glorious to the Swec&Jb 
monarch than a victory gained under fuch circumitances, ex- 
cept the generofity he Chewed to the conquered. Being in- 
' formed that the tradefmen oi Narva refufed to truft the officers 
whom he had detained prifoners, he fent the duke de Croy a 
thoufand ducats, and every inferior officer a proportionable 
ium ; thereby equally fecuring their admiratioh of his libera-* 
lity and valour ^ 

Mean time the czar was advancing with forty 'thoufand 
men to furround the Swedes, On receiving intelligence of 
the defeat before Narva^ he was greatly chagrined, but not 
difconcerted. ^^ I knew, faid he, that the Swedes would 
•' beat us ; but in time they will teach us to beat them." He 
returned to his own dominions, applied himfelf diligently to 
raifing another army, and beftowed the utmoft labour in efta* 
blifliing difcipline, and removing the terror which i;)ad over- 
A. D. . fpread all his dominions. He evacuated all the provinces he 
17^1* had invaded, 'abandoned for a time his great projects, and fuf- 
fered Charles to exhauft his flrength, diminifh his forces, and 
, empty his treafury in profecuting his quarrel with Auguftus of 

Charles Poland, Charles had afiually determined to attack Poland, as 
attacks the (oon as he had reduced the king o{ Denmark and the czar of 
king of Mufcovy to the neceility of relinquifliing their ambitious de- 
Polaad. figns. While he was marching to Narva^ he ordered maga- 
zines to be formed ztLats. ^^ I am going, fays he, to beat 
*^ the Mufiovites : get magazines ready at Lais ; I will take 
^^ that place in my way to beat the Poles and Saxons'* The 
event juftified the prediction, however vain-glorious it might 
appear, and an attack was what Augujlus expected. For this 
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reafort he united himfelf more clofely with the C2ar ; and 
both princes met at Birfen^ to concert the meafures of defence 
againft a warrior whofe vidtories threatened all the kingdoms 
of the North with fubjedion. It was agreed, that Augujlus 
fhould lend the czar fifty thoufand German foldiers, to be paid 
by Mufcovy ; that the czar (hould fend an equal number of 
bis troops to be trained up to the art of war in Poland \ and 
that he fhould pay the king the fum of three millions of rix- 
dollars in the fpace of two years. CharUs had notice of the 
treaty and the interview ; and by means of his minifter, count 
Piper y found the method of fruftrating the effects, which might 
have proved fatal to Sweden, and indeed to all Europe. 

The Swedijh army had wintered at Lais^ where they were Charles 
joined by a reinforcement from Sweden, As early as the it2i' defeats tkg 
ion permitted, Charles took the field, and fuddenly appeared on Saxons* 
the rivctDuna^ along the banks of which the Saxon army was 
pofted. They had been foiled in the attempt on Riga^ the 
king of Poland wzs fick, and the Saxon army was now com- 
, manded by Ferdinand dvkc otCourland^ marechal Stenauy and . . 

general Paykely all officers of valour and experience. They 
bad fortified certain iflands which defended lihe mouth of the 
river, and taken every other precaution againft an attack. 
Their numbers were nearly equal to thofe of the Swedes ; the 
foldiers were hardy, well difciplined, and faithful ; but Charles 
(urmbunted every difficulty* He contrived a kind of light 
boats for croffing the river, with high fides, to (kreen his 
troops from ^the fire of the enemy; and obfervlng that the 
wind blew from the north, ordered large quantities of wet 
ftraw to be iet on fire, the fmoke of which blew diredly in 
the enemy's faces, and efFedually covered his motions. By 
thefe means he eftabliflied a landing, fell upon the Saxons with 
great fury, and, after an obflinate engagement, obtained a 
complete victory. The Swedes at firft were put in difordei^ 
and driven back to the river ; but Charles^ with aftoniihing 
compofure, rallied them in the water, led them back, carried 
all the enemy's works, purfued them for two leagues, killed two 
thoufand five hundred men on the fpot, took fifteen hundred 
prffoners, together with thirty-fix pieces of cannon, five pair 
pf colours, fix ftandards, and all the <S^.y^/2 baggage ^ (A). \ 



. • Hifl. de Pologn. per abbe Parthenay, torn. i. lib. iii. 

(A) The reader will perceive in a feparate volume. We have 

the neccffity of oar taking only only, indeed, touched upon fuch 

a curfory view of the affkirs of events as properly belonged to 

Poland, which are to be related the hiltory of S^yeden, 
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Nbxt i2if general Morntr waii detached to take (toleffioi 
QfMittau^ the capital of CwrUmd. The gurifian iiirieiidad 
almoft at the firft fuihdions, and all the other poits and towM ! 
in the dutchy followed the example of the metropolis. Vk\ 
majefty pafled to Lithuania^ ttinic^ all the towns by his fin* _ 
ieiicC) advanced to Birfen^ where a few months beibre tkijj 
czar and king of PJani had planned bis deftni£Hon» and bjf 
the terror of his name obliged twenty thoufand Rufiam t6 re*; 
treat with the utmoft precipitation. It was now chat he pro^ 
leStai the great defignof dethrodhg^^u^v^iriy by meanlol! 
his own fubjefb. That prince had been accaftomed to go* 
vern defpotically in Sax&f^ : he imagined he mi^ do tM 
, £une in Poland^ and by thb condua loft the hoirts of hk 

people. With fine talents^ and extraordinary aocompiiih* 
roentSt king At4gu/iut fuffered him&lf to become the tod of a 
fierce warlike barbarian, who took advantage of this flip in 
his admmiftration. The PoUs murmured at ueiiig dieirlowM 
enflaved by Saxm garriibns, and their frontiers covered widi 
Ruffian armies. The republic of Pdlandt jeaiotn of her liber« 
ty> regarded the war with Sufidem as a meafure of the coart 
to introduce foreign troops. She perceived^ that, if die mtf 
proved unfortunate, the country would be expoied totheifi-.j 
vafion of the Swedes ; if otherwife, it would be futjeded to 
Saxons aod Ruffians. The akernative was either being vi* 
flaved by th^ir own king* or ravaged by the SwtiBJh morMfcht 
' When Charks advanced to the Heart of Lithuama^ the PAl 
ventured to fpeak their fentiments fredy: they clamoured 
againft the war* and againft their fovereiga; and with tk 
more freedomi fays Voltaire^ that he was unfortunate. Be* 
fides, the Sv)edes had a ftrong party in Lithuania^ at that timd 
flivided by fadioo. The princes of Sapseha fai^hc the Swe* 
A. D. dijb king's protection againft their inveterate and iknplacabte 
1702. enemy the houfe of C^iV/v/^i. All thefe circumftanceS) aod 
the weaknelfl of the Polifi (landing army, determined him to 
pu(h his defign with vigour, which he firft communicated ill 
a letter to RadzUwifibiy cardinal- primate of Pobatd. This 
important perfonage, together with all the adherents of the 
princes of Schif/ki; and indeed the principal nobility, he ibon 
gained, rather out of oppofition to Augufius than affefiiort 
for the king of Sweden. When the diet was called, it ap^ 
peared that his Swedijh majefty had more influoice in that 
aflembly than the king of Poland. Charles a£ted with mors, 
policy in this than upon any other occafion : the deepeftpropr 
Jeft of an intire revolution was concerted between the car- 
dinal-primate and count P/]^^r, the prelate all the while con- 
cealing his fentiments from Auguftusy and preter.iing the 
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ftrongeft attachment' td his fovereign, the more fecprelytd 
bccortie his moft dangerous enemy. Intrigues and cabals 
were held with impenetrable privacy at his houfe, while he 
was publifhing circular letters to the people to keep them 
ftdUdy In their fidelity to Auguftus. The diet was filled with 
eonfufion : at laft it broke up in diforder, and the affairs of 
the kingdoiti came into the hands of the fenate^ lefs numerous, 
Cttnfequently lefs tumultuous^ and more accuflomed to bufi- 
nefs. Here the Swedijh party was full as flrong as in the diet : 
it was agreed they fhoiuld fend an ambaily to Charles *, and 
that the pofpolite (hould mount, and be ready agatnft all 
events ; but the chief regulations refpefted the kmg's autho- 
rity, which it was the great aim of the fenate to retrench, 

AUGUSTUS now, when too late, perceived his error: 
he could not, however, think of retracing ; and preferred re- 
ceiving hard laws froiti the victorious Charles^ rather than from 
fubjeds he had been ufed to confider as flaves. It was to 
avoid this bitter diigrace that he determined to folicit a peace 
upon any terms ; but in what manner to fet on foot a negO'^ 
tiation, without giving umbrage to the fenate, he was at a 
lofs. It was at laft refolved to commit the whole to the ma^ 
nagemcnt of the countefs of Konigfmarky a lady famous for 
her wit and beauty, a native of Sweden, and for that reaibn 
privileged to make a vifit to her natural fovereign, without in- 
curring fufpicion. She fet out fox Lithuania \ hut 2is Ghar/es . 
refufed to fee her, and all the ftratagems ihe had laid proved 
abortive, flic was therefore forced to return, chagrined and 
difappointed, toTVarfaw. The ambafFadors of the fenate, 
on the contrary, immediately obtained an audience. They, 
requefted^ that his majefty would maintain the peace between 
the crown of Sweden and the republic, protect the country, 
and fuffer them to enter into confererrces with his minifters. 
The king granted all they defired, afTuring them, that he 
took arms againft the Saxons, in defence of the liberties 
of tht PoUsy whom he (hould ever efleem his friends and al- 
lies. Accordingly the conferences were appointed to be held 
at Kin/chin ; but Charles foon altered his mind, and told the 
ambaJTadors he would confer with them at JVarfaw ^. 

Mean time Auguftus, finding that his fcheme of peace Enten Po-» 
was firufVratcd, threw himfelf upon the fenate; but met with land, and 
fo rough a repulfe^ that he determined once more to have re- takes War* 
courfe to the haughty Swede, With this view he detached his ^^w. 
chamberlain to Charles ; but a pafTport being forgot, Charles 
ordered the ambafTador to be arreted. The Swedijh monarch 

* Volt. lib. ii. Pvffbnd. Kb. vii. . * Id, it. 
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contuiued to advance towards the capital of Poland^ where adt 
v^as in confufion by thb fudden refoliltioa. Almoft all the 
nobility fled to their country-feats $ and king Juguftus wa» 
left in the metropolis of his dominions attended only fay foreign 
ambafladorSf and a few palatines attached to his p^on smd 
fortune. With thefe he held a council, where it was agreed 
to have recourfe to arms, fince nothing could be obtained in 
the way of negotiation : however, this little council, thoudi 
ftrongly in the king's ihtereft, would not fuSer more than fix 
thouiand Saxmi to remain in Poland ; infifting too, that tfau! 
Sender body ihould be commanded by the grand general qi Po- 
land ; fo much were they attached to the privileges of the re-^ 
publk. Upon this reiblution he quitted JVarfaWj juft as 
Charles had approached within a few miles of the city* A 
fiunmons was immediately fent to the inhabitants, who, find- 
ing that refiftance was in vain, prefimted the keys to the Siw$- 
difi monarch ; but the ciudel held out fome days ^ 

No fooner were the Swedes in pofleffion of Crafcw than tha 
primate was feized with a flrong indination of having a perr* 
ibnal conference with Charles ; to eBkSt which be perfuaded 
JuguftuSj that he had fome hints given him that the king of 
Sweden was difpofed to Hften to terms, provided they wei» 
properly infinuated. Jugujba knew the prelate's addre& aa^ 
dexterity ; but he did not yet fufped his fidelity. According* 
ly he was deputed to the Swidijb camp, in conjunAioa wMi 
the coMnt Lecfincjkf^ to fet on foot a negotiation. The falf^ 
prelate converted the opportunity to his own purpofes ; ^ady 
in a perfonal interview with the enemy of his country, pbttsi. 
the fall of his fovereign. 

By this time the king of Poland publiflied orders for.af* ■ 
fembling this pofpoUte ; but it proved no more thaa a, vain ce<i I 
remony. His whole dependence was on the Saxon army^ now 
advanced to the frontiers,, and on the nobility of the pala|ii»l6 
of CracoWy who came in a body to offer their fortunes and 
lives to his majefty. As foon as the Poles and Saxons yfW 
joined, Augujius marched in queft of his enemy, determined:. .. 
to reft his crown on the iflbe of a battle. Charles had ioti- 4 
mation of his defign, and went as far as Gliffaw to meet the 
combined army oi Poles and Saxons^ which he found encamped- | 
in a very advantageous fituation, and greatly fuperior in num- '^ 
n^ Poles htx to lYit Swedes. Without regarding thefe di£Rculties, aad* 
andSzx^ the fatigue of his troops, he attacked the enemy with alfljfltf ^ 
ons de- incredible fury and irrefiftible impetuofity. The front of the 
fiated* p^i^j ^^g covered by a morafs j but Charles puihed the attack 
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with fucb vigour, that the enemy were foon put in difor^er, 

and defeated, though Augujlui led them thrice back to the 

charge. The 5axon left wing, however, attacked the right , 

of the Swedes with intrepidity, and would have overpowered 

them with numbers, had not feveral regiments been detached 

from the left to their fupport. After an obftinate conflict, the 

Saxons were at length driven behind the morafs, and at la(l 

from the field, in dcfpite of the ftrength of their (ituation^ 

their pallifadoes, chevaux de frife, and their own valour. 

Thus, with a body of twelve thoufand men, Charles gained a 

.complete vidlory over thirty thoufand brave well-dilciplined 

Crces, led on by a king who was fighting for his crown, his 

refentm^nt, and his 'honour. Four thoufand. of the enemy 

were left dead on the field, two thoufand were made prifoners^ 

together with all the Saxon cannon and baggage ^. 

His Swedifh majefty purfued the blow, marched ftrait to ^* ^• 
Cracow^ whither Augufius fled before him, and took every ^l^i* 
poffible meafure to render this adion deciftve. The citizens 
^f the capital had the courage to ihut their gates in the face 
pf the conqueror : they were forced open, and the citadel ^ 
fecoad time taken ; but the Swedes offered not the leaft vio- 
lence to the inhabitants. Having juft refrefhed his troops, 
^eSwedi/b monarch quitted the capital, with intention to 
purfue the enemy, and prevent their aflembling another ar<> 
my ; but he had marched only a few leagues when bis horfe 
fell under him, by which accident he broke his thigh, and 
Was forced to return to Cracow^ where he remained iix weeks 
under the hands of his furgeons. By this means Augujius had 
fome refpite» which he turned to all poffible advantage. He 
aiTembled the different orders of the kingdom at Mariemburg^ 
and tiext at Lublin. The aiTembly was numerous, and in- 
tircly gained by the prefents, the promifes, and the addrefs of 
Augufius, whofe alFability, engaging manner, and fine ac- 
coon^iihments, were never fo fully exerted as in his diftreis. 
Even the cardinal primate appeared aiFedled by his misfor«> 
tunes ; he waited on the king, kilTed his hand, and offered 
to ferye him with his influence, fortune, and life, though the 
temporizing ecclefiaftic foon renounced the duty and alie- 
giance which he had folemnly fworn. By the diet it was re- 
vived, that the republic (hould maintain an army of fifty 
thoufand men for the fervice of the prince ; that fix weeks 
ibould be given the Swedes^ to declare whether they made * . 
choke of peace or of war; and the fame fpace of time 
granted to the princes of the hou(e of Sapieha^ and other au- 

* pARTHfcNAY Hitf, Polog. I. IV. t 1. 
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thors of the troubles in Lithuania^ to make their concefGond. 
To dcftroy the cffe£b of the refolutions formed by the diet 
at Lublitiy Charles convoked another diet at IVarfow, Thefe i 
two aflemblies difputed about the fights and the' conftitution 
of the republic, while the Swedijh monarch havif^g recovered 
of his wound, and received a ftrong reinforcement from Pa- 
merania^ marched againft the remains of th6 army be had 
Tbi Sax- defeated at GUJfaw. Throwing a bridge over the Vtftuld^ he 
OBSAT^ came up with the Saxons ^ commanded by general Stenauy 
again de- gave them battle at Pultaufck on the firft day of May^ and 
fiotia. intircly routed and difperfed them, before he had well entere^ 
upon an engagement ; fuch was the terror of his name. Au^ 
gujius fled to Inborn in PruJJia-Royal j and finding that the 
king oi Sweden propofed laying fiege to that place, he retired 
for the greater fecurity to Saxony. His PoUfl) majefty oSbreJ 
to fur render the town, on condition the garrifon might be 
allpwed to withdraw to Saxsny ; but Charles anfwered, tbat 
^ he invefted the place merely with a view of becoming mafter 

of the troops that defended it. The feafon was almoft fpen^ 
before the Swedes could get up their battering cannon ; then 
Thorn was attacked with vigour, and defended with intrepi- 
dity by general Rovel^ and a garrifon of five thoufand Saxons. 
After the walls had been battered for a month, a breach was 
at laft efFefted, and the Swedes preparing to florm it, when 
Rovel furrendered at difcretion, and the garrifon were ictit 
prifoners" to Sweden ^» . 

While the Swedijh army was employed in this fiege, die 
magiftrates oi Dantzick ventured to difoblige Charles, at a 
time when all the princes of the North trembled at his name. 
They refufed to fufFer convoys coming to the Swedijh army to 
pafs up the river, and were foon puniflied for their temerity, 
general Steinboeck having levied a heavy contribution upon the 
burghers. Elbing^ for much the fame reafon, was handled 
more roughly. Charhs entered the town in perfon, quar- 
tered his troops upon the citizens, whom he difarmed, raifed 
a contribution of two hundred and fixty thoufand crowns, and 
feized upon two hundred pieces of cannon, and four hundred 
thoufand weight of gunpowder, lodged in the arfenal. 
Aueuftus While Charles was gaining advantages, equal to viSories 
isdepofed. '^^ ^^^"^ confequence, the diet 2XWarfaw regularly depofed 
A. -D." ^'ing Juguftus ', and the cardinal primate, who had lately 
1704. fworn eternal allegiance to him, pronounced the fentence, 
whereby he was declared incapable of wearing the diadem. 
Count Piper advifed the king of Sweden to propofe himfelf a 

* PuFFEND, 1. vii. Volt. 1. ii. 
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candidate for the crown of Poland ; but Charles h^d already 
determined it (hould be beftowed on James Sobiejkiy the el- 
deft (on of the late king of Poland; but this prince being 
feized in t^e neighbourhood of Brejlau^ and carried prifoner 
with his brother Conftantine to Leipficky by a party oVSaxon 
dragoons, the crown was offered to prince Alexander SobieJkL 
The generous prince could not however be prevailed on to take 
advantage of his brother's misfortune ; he requefted Charles 
to revenge the injury done his family ; to employ his vi£lo- 
rious arms in giving )iberty to the unhappy captives ; and to 
Knetrate into Saxony ; all which Charles readily proftiifed, 
Several difputcs however had arifen in the diet at Warfam 
finte the king's abfence. To give an account of them, young 
Stanijkus Lecjincjky^ palatine of Po/nania^ was detached to the 
Swedijh army by the affembly. The impreffion which the 
iigure, the addrefs, and the chara£):er of this nobleman, made 
on Charksy obliterated the promife made to prince Alexander 
Sobfejki. He declared his intention of giving the crown of Stanifla^ll 
Pgland to Sianijlaus. His election proved extremely agree- made king 
able to the diet ; and even the primate, who was defirous of ^Poland, 
prolonging his own authority during the inter-regnum, could 
not deny that Stanijlaus poiTefled merit which deferved a 
crown, though he infinuated that his youth and inexperience 
rendered him incapable of governing fo capricious a nation^ 
Thefe objeflions had no weight with Charles ; he told the 
primate, ** I think Stanijlaus is about my age ;" fixed the 
day for the eleflion ; and in five days after {JJuly 12) his firft 
lefplutioo, placed the crown on the head of the young pala- 
tine of PofnaniOy in defpite of all the intrigues of the primate, 
who abfented himfelf from the diet on the day of eledion^ 
and watched the opportunity of equally prejudicing Auguftusy 
to whom he had (worn obedience, and Stanijlaus^ to whom 
he had refufcd paying allegiance S 

While Charles was employed in giving a monarch to 
Poland^ his troops difperfed up and down the country had fre- 
quent (kifroifhes with the adherents of Augujtus. In general, 
tpey proved victorious ; but on one occafion a body of four 
hundred Swedes was cut off by the Saxons and Lithuanians, 
To revenge this digrace, Charles fuddenly fet out for Newjtad 
with the bulk of his army, in expectation of furprifing king , 
4j*guftus in the neighbourhood of Jarijlaw^ In this he was 
dilappointed, and therefore refolved upon laying fiegc to 
Leepoldy the capital of the great palatinate of Ru£ia, It 
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was imagined the city would hold < t a f6rtnight, by meant 
of the numerous garriibn, and ftrong fortificatiojis cttSttd^ by 
king Jugujtus , but Charles carried it by aflTauIt in one day, 
put all who refiftcd to tbp fword, and took the prince Gj- 
lefchiy and the palatine of Kalifch prifoners. Thi^ was one 
of the moft glorious conqueAs made by the Swedijh toonarch, 
and the place was deemed the moft important and ftrongeft 
in Poland. Here he found a booty of four hundred chefts of 
gold and filver coin, plate, jewels, and other efFe£{s of great 
Aueuftus value. King Auguftus however gave him the flip, took the 
returns to J'oute of Warfaw^ and was on the point of furprifing his ri- 
thi capital, ^^'9 who lived in the capital in perfe^ fecurity, while tbe 
king of Sweden was fighting bis battles and deciding his quar- 
rel. Reinforced by nine thoufand Ruffians^ arid finditig the 
paiTes open, Anguftus advanced by forced marches to d>e 
city, took pofTeffion, obliged Stanijlaus to crofi the Wifttda 
with precipitation, appeared again as fovereign of the coan* 
try, taxed the inhabitants beyond their ability, gave the pti- 
roate's houfe, with thofe of the adherents of the young king, 
to be plundered by his foldiets. It was repnarkable that the 
pope's nuncio, who attended Auguftus \ti tvtry revolution of 
fortune, now demanded that the bifhop of Pafnanla |houId be 
put into his hands \ and Augujlus^ willing to gratifv the holy 
iee, complied with the requeft, and furrendered the bifbopi 
who, after feeing his palace plundered by the foldiers, wa^ 
(carried to the nuncio's Ip^Jgings, and fent from thence to 
^axony^ Where he died. 

All this while count Horn^ with fifteen hundred 5tc//^, 
ylgoroufly defended the citadel. At laft, the place being no 
longer tenable, he wa^ fprced to furrender at difcretion, and 
with this additional mortilication,'that he was the BrttSwedifi, 
general officer who had fallen into the hands of the king of 
Poland (A). He was treated with the utmoft refpeft, and 
releafed uppn his parole, with feveral other Stvedijh officen» 

• 

* (A) ^(?//fl/r^ relates, that when "way of amu/ement, other- 

count Horn was releafed upon '* wife he will tire of fuch 

hjs parole, he vifited his rinfter " neighbours; but take my 

the, king of Sweden at Leaf old, *^ won! he will be able to draw 

and took the liberty pf com- ** no very important oonie-* 

plaining to him, that his ma- " quence from this advantage^ 

jefty had not fuccoured Xf^C/^<»;. f< and your conda£l has iuffi- 

♦* J3c not under any concern," •* ciently guarded your honour 

anfwered Charles; " we muft *' againft the reproach pf jna- 

J; let Jjtgufius do fomethingby « lice" (i)» 
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.•n of whom were ftruck with the affability, the geimofitjry 
and the noble manner of Juguftus \ 

The redudion oiWarfaw^ and the confequent advaa* 
tages, was no more than the laft firuggle of the Polijh mo- 
.i;iarGh9 whqi was about to yield all to the iKiperior fortune of 
llie king of Sweden^ and his rival Stanyiaus. His troops were 
-compofed of SaxoH recruits, and undiiciplined, unattached 
Pcles^ ready to forfake him on the firft danger. CharUsj ac- 
companied by Stanijlauif was advancing with a vi£lorious ar- 
my; xhtSaxms fled before him, and the towns for feveral 
leagues round fent him their fubmiffions. The Poks and 
Saxons Were under the command <if ScbuUemberg i a general 
fruitful in ftratagem, cautious, wary, and fagacious, who 
.ufed every expedient to check the progre6 of the Swedes^ by 
ieizing the advantageous pofts, and facrificine fmall parties to 
procure the fafety of the whole» and miuead the enemy: 
However, with all his penetration, Schullemberg was deceived 
and out'generaled. After a variety of motionsi artifices, and 
counter-marches, he pitched his camp near Punitz^ in the 
palatinate of Pofnania^ imagining the Swedijh monarch muft 
have been at the diftance at leaft of fifty leagues, and was 
afloniflied to find that he was juft in the neighbourhood, 
ready to fall upon him unprepar^. The truth was, Charles 
had marched all thatfpace in nine days, imagining the Saxons 
would take this route. With a fuperior army, but i;itirely 
compofed of horfe, Charles attacked the enemy, pofted in a 
manner which prevented the poffibiiity of their being fur- 
rounded. SchuUemberg received the charge with ii>uepidity : 
his firft rank, being armed with pikes and fufees, prefented a 
kind of rampart compofed of bayonets. The fecond line 
ftooping over the kneeling firft rank fired over their heads; 
while the third Hne ftanding ered, kept up a perpetual fire, 
extremely galled the Swedijh horfe, and put them in diforder. 
This was almoft the firft line of horfe that had been regularly 
oppofed to foot in the northern wars ; the fuperiority of the 
latter was obvious in the prefent inftance, and Charles loft 
the opportunity of deftroying the whole Saxon army, by omit- 
ting to order his horfe to difmount.- This was what the Saxon 
expeded ; he dreaded the confequence, and he rejoiced at 
the overfight. After the engagement had continued for three ert 
hours, the Stfjir^m retreated in good order, leaving the ^^^^^ retr f 
but not a vi£l:ory to the Swedes. Charles purfued the enemy Sch \\ 
to Gurauy and obliged them to retreat towards the Oder^ thro'bgre ^' 
thick woods almoft impervious even to infantry; however 
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rtfae Swedijh horfe pufhed their way through, and at laft en- 
clofed Schullemberg between the wood and the river Oditi^ 
where he doubted not he mull furrender at difcretion, or die 
fword in hand, as he had not boats or bridges; but the genius 
of the German general fupplied every want; in the night faie 
ordered planks and floats of trees to be faftened together, 
upon which he wafted over his troops, while the Swedes were 
employed in diflodging three hundred men which he bad 
placed in a windmill to defend his flank, and keep the 
enemy in diverfipn. Nothing could be more glorious than 
this retreat ; Charles fpoke of ir with admiration, and faid he 
had been conquered by ScbuUemberg ; but no benefit refulted 
to Augujiui^ who was again forced to quit Poland^ rediie 
into Saxony^ and fortify the capital of his hereditary domt- 
• nions, which he every day expe<fted to fee invefted. In P*- 
land there, remained a few fcattered parties, unable to make 
head againft the vidorious Charles ^ leading a numerous difci- 
plined army, flufbed with conqueft ^. 
Charles POLAND was now intirely in the hands of the £sw^/, 
heeoMis who had likewife defeated divers corps of RuJJkmSj unable, 
piafier of • or rather unwilling, fince the battle of Narva^ to try the 
Poland, fortune of a gendral engagement. Wherever the Stvedes 
were, vidory attended ; they regarded no inequality of num- 
bers ; and Schullemberg was the firft who had (hewn Charles 
that other troops befides the Swedes underftood the art of war. 
In Livonia indeed, the great fuperiority of the Ruffians ren- " 
dered it fcarce poffible for the Swedijh general Scliffenhacb to 
keep his ground. Ever fince the battle of Narva he had, 
with the utmoft diligence, provided for the defence. of that 
place and of Derpt^ judging that the enemy's firft efforts 
•Would be dire£led agamft towns fo neceffary to the conqueft 
' of the province. He ftfcngthened his little army with new 
•levies, niade ihcurfions into the enemy's territories, but was 
obliged to drop ofFenfive meafures, by the crouds of Mufco- 
q-i Ti r 'vites who poured iri like a torrent into the province. They 
fians tak f*^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ P^^'^ ^" *^^ '*^^^ Narva^ blocked up the town 
Narva ««^'^" all fides, and entirely cut off the ^communication between 
other the garrifori and the fea. ' A fmall 5w^^///^ fquadron in vain 

toiuns. endeavoured to penetrate to the relief oiNarva^ in order to 
throw in provifions. The admiral finding this impofiible, 
• contented himfelf with landing a battalion of twelve hundred 

men on the coaft of Efthonla^ to reinforce Sclippenbachy who 
advanced as fair as WiJJhibergY to favour the debarkation and 
. jundlion. He was attacked on his march by eight thoufand 

^ Id. ibid. Volt. 1. jii, 
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Ruffians^ whom he obftinatcly oppofcd for fcveral hours, wiA 
no more than fourteen hundced horfe ; but was in the end 
obliged to retreat, with the lofs of two pieees of cannoq. 
Not difcouraged by this repulfe, Sclippenbacb purfued his rc- 
felution to relieve Narva with indefatigable diligence ; but 
the prodigious numbers of the RuffianSy and the prudence of 
the czar, baffled ,all his endeavours. That prince novr 
£ondu£ted the (iege in perfon, and puflied his works with 
the utmoft vigour. Count Horn^ already famous for the 
brave defence of the fame place, refifted all his endeavours 
with all the arts that experience, genius^ and courage could 
hifpire ; but an unforefeen accident deftroyed the fruits of 
his labour. The foundation of a principal baftion failed, 
the building tumbled to the ground, buried great part of the 
garriibn in its ruins, and opened a breach fo large, that one * 
hundred men might mount a-breaft. Czar Peter ordered It 
immediately to be (iormed by eighteen thoufand chofen men. 
The Swedes defended the breach with admirable conftancy, 
and feveral times drove the Ruffians from the walls ; but be- 
ing divided by oppofing three other attacks, fatigued and 
quite fpent with their long refiftance, and at laft overpowered 
by numbers, the enemy entered tumultuoufly, fpared neither 
age nor fex, put all to the fword except the garrifon, part 
ot which furrendered at difcretion, the reft retiring to the 
citadel of Iwanogrod, 

DERFTy notwithftanding all the pains taken for its de- 
fence, (hared the fame fate. An army of twenty thoufand 
Ruffians laid fiege to it, and continued for a whole month 
to batter the wails with heavy cannon, and fhowet in bombs 
into the town. The befieged, who did not exceed fifteen 
hundred men, negleded nothing to repulfe the enemy ; fal- 
4ies, ftratagems, and furprizes, were all pra6^ifed to annoy 
the befiegers ; but all ferved only to prolong the fiege. The 
garrifon, after a brave refinance, was forced to furrender upon 
condition, that they (hould march out with their arms and 
baggage, and be efcorted to Revel at the expence of the 
Ruffians. This part of the capitulation was broke ; the ene- 
my refufed to tranfport the foldiers, and, contrary to the 
faith of treaty, detained the officers prifoners for feveral days ; 
but the menaces pf the court of Stockholm at length obliged 
them to do juftice and fulfil their engagements ^. 

After, the redudion of Narva^ the caftle oi Iwanogrod 
was iummoned by general Ogilby^ 3. Scotch officer in the Ruf- 
fian fervicp j however, the garrifon determined to ftand in 

^ PUFFEND. 1. Vii. 
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their dcfehce: diey held out a few days^ aad then cb* 
Catned honourable conditions^ which were badly obferved. 
Not only this ganifon, but count Htm and the officers tak^i 
at Nanuiy were fent to Mofcowi^ where they were thrown into 
A dungeon, and in every refped treated like the prifoners of 
a barbarous people, dea^ to the di^tes of honour and hu- 
ttanity. Czar Peter imagining that the tenor of thefe con- 
quefts would force Rivel into fubmiffion, marched within a 
few leagues of that city; but finding that the garrifon had 
provided for a vigorous diefence, he did not diink proper Id 
lay regular fiege at fo unfavourable a fealbn of the year. 
Then having left garrifons in the placet in hb pofieffion^ he 
leturned with the reft of the army to Rujfia* 

SiKCE the retreat of Augufiu$^ P§laud was wholly governed 
by the king of Sweden^ the new king Stanijlaus being intire^ 
led by his counfels. Preparations were made for the coto^ 
.nation of this prince, bidfore fortune ihould a fecond tkne 
drive him from his capital. A diet was appointed to meet at 
A. D. JVarfaw ; and the oppofition of the court of Rome feemed 
1705. . the only obftade to the full eftabliihment of Stamjknu. The 
The p9pe pontiff could not avoid declaring for AuguftuSy who for a 
^ppofis crown had al:jured the Proteftant religion, and preferring 
6taniilaus«him to Stanijlaus fet up by the heretic king of Sweden. Ac- 
cordingly he publi(hed briefs, denouncing excommunicatios 
againfi the primate and any of the Poltfi biihops who fbould 
affift at the intended coronation. It was the bufinefi of 
Charles and Stanijlaus to prevent the difperiion of thefe brieft i 
ibme of them however found their way to Waitfcnu^ and 
firongly influenced either the fuperftttious, who paid implicit 
obedience to the pope, or the politic, who wanted to eohaaoe 
the value of their declaration in ^vour of the young mo- 
narch. Placarts were likewife publiflied, by which ecde- 
ftaftics of all degrees were prohibited meddling with afiairs of 
government ; and for the greater feCurity, the doors of the 
prelates houfes were guarded by armed foldieis, to prevent 
the ingrefs or egrefs of ftrangers ; and Charles took upon 
himfelf the odium of thefe little feverities, that there might 
no difference happen between Stanijlaus and the clergy on his 
firft acceffion. Both princes foUcited the cardinal primate 
to perform the ceremony of the coronation ; but that pre- 
late retired to Dantzid^. to avoid confecrating a king eleded 
contrary to his inclinations. However, he made ihift to fieer 
with fuch fieadinefs as prevented his difobliging either Auguf^ 
tuSi Charles^ Stanijlaus^ or the pope ; and yet all had reafon 
to blame his cunning, chicane, and tergiverfation, to defpife 

the 



The Wfiorj of Sweden. 34jr 

ibe man, though they could not la^ juft hold of aoy part of 
his condu£l^. 

The proceedings of the diet, together with the authority 
of the king of StveJerty and the Right of Jugu/iuSf drew over 
feveral of the nobility to efpoufe StaniJIaui^ who had been 
the ftaunch adherents of his rival; Smielgiskhf ftaroft of 
Gnejiufy the moft determined follower of the fortune of king 
Jugujlusj made feveral fpirited attempts in his favour ; but 
all his exploits produced no real advantage to his mafter, 
who was forced to have recourfe to the mediation of hh^Pfuf' 
fian majefty. He folicited the court of Berlin to interpo4, 
and procure him peace upon any terms ; but his Prujfkm 
majefty was too prudent to involve himfelf in a difpute with 
fo warlike and fierce a monarch as the king of Sweden. Ac 
hft Augtf/his loft all hope, on finding that his rival was fo- 
lemnly crowned at JVarfaw \ that moft of the nobility had 
(worn allegiance to Stantflaus ; and that none of the powera 
tjf Europe^ except the Kuffiansy paid the leaft regard to the 
ztfTLirs of Pdkndy being either afraid of the king of Sweden^ 
or otherwife employed. The czar indeed ftretched out a 
helping hand to the diftrefled Augujiuu He met him at 
GradnOj and conferred with him and general SchulUmberg on 
the unhappy fituation of his affairs* Augujlus was now de- 
throned, and for that reafon no longer afraid of exafperating 
the P^/^j by the admiifion of Ruffian armies into the domi- 
nions of the republic; it was refolved therefore that an ar- 
my of an hundred thoufand men (hould attack the Swedes 
in their new conqucfts. This prodigious force foon entered 
Poland^ and dividing into fmaller parties, burnt and deftroyed 
the eliates of all thofe who had declared in favour of Stanif- 
lata. Sixty thoufand Cojfacks^ under general Maiceppay like- 
wife entered- the Poliflf dominions, and ravaged all before 
them with the fury of barbarians. SchulUmberg was at the 
fame time advancing with an army of Saxons ; and if num- 
bers could determine the fate of war, Charles muft have funk 
under the force of his enemies ; but condud, courage, and 
his good fortune, ftill prevailed. The Ruffian corps were The Ruf- 
attacked and defeated fo faft, that all the armies were dif- fians and 
pcrfed before cither received the news of the misfortunes of Saxons 
the reft. Diflodging forty thoufand RuJJiam fcarcely oh-defsated 
ftruded the march of iht Swedes \ the enemy, terrified, x^.^^ddi/^ 
duced, difperfed, and ruined, fled precipitately beyond the^^''-^^* 
Borljlhenes^ wholly evacuating l^olandy and leaving Augujlus 
to his ill fate ^ 

I Puff. t. vi. 1 vii. Part|i. t.ii. Uv. *Volt. 1. iii. 
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A Di Nor had SckuUemterg better fortune with all his merit and 
1706. fuperiority of numbers. While Charles w^ driving il^Muf 
covites before him in Liibuama^ SchuUemberg vfi^ fourteen 
thoufand Saxons^ and feven thoufand Ruffians difciplined in- 
Germany^ and reputed excellent foldiers, croiled the Oder to 
give battle to Renfcb'tld. The Swede ^ notwith&anding hQ 
bad no~ more than thirteen battalions and twenty-two &[ua* 
drons, was equally defirous of coming to an engagement. 
He marched in queft of the enemy, and found Schulkmberg 
poAcd in a very advantageous fituation, with the. village of 
yagerfdorff on the right, Boerfdorffon the left, and the rear 
defended by the town of Frawenjiadt, The Swedes formed 
only one line, drawn up along the river, the foot and horfe 
intermixed, with feveral battalions of referve pofipd adv^nta- 
geoufly in the rear. With this difpofition they attacked 
the Saxons y (Feb. j2) drove them from PuniiZy a place al- 
ready fatal to the troops of Jugu/iusy and in lefs than half an 
hour cleared the field, obtained a complete vidory, and 
blighted the great reputation which the long and important 
feryices of SchuUefnberg had fo defervedly acquired. RenfchiH 
had befor/e this battle been called theParmeniQ of the northern 
jtlexander ; fo important a vidory, gained over a celebrated ge- 
iieral at the head of fuperior numbers, advantageoufly poibd, 
and remarkably well difciplined. troops, raifed his fame upon a 
level with that of his fovereign, and even excited Jealoufy 
in CharleSy who could not help exclaiming, '* Surely Renj" 
** child will not compare himfelf to me." It is true, that 
bis cruelty deftroyed the fruits of his courage. Six hours 9f- 
ter the engagement he ordered above a thoufand Ruffians to be 
maiTacred in cold blood, to revenge their barbarities in Pq* 
landy and by this (ingle adion rendered infamous a vidory 
which would otherwife have tranfmitted his name, in the lift 
of Swedijh heroes, to the lateft pofterity. Nothing could be 
more complete than the defeat of the SaxcnSy whole regi- 
ments threw down their arms, and begged their lives in the 
mod fuppliant pofture. Six thoufand were flain on the fields 
and feven thoufand taken prifoners ; yet Schullefnhergh difpo- 
fition was fo fkilful, that only a panic which feized his troops 
could occafion his defeat. Thirty- fix pieces of cannon, 
eleven thoufand mufkets, forty pair of colours and ftandards, 
and all the Saxon baggage fell into the hands of the Sivedifii 
general ; but the confequences of the viftory were flill more 
important. A path was now opened to Saxony y and there 
remained no obftrudfion to the king of Sweden's taking pof- 
feffion of the hereditary dominions of the unfortunate jiuguf 
tus^ now a vagrant in P dandy, in which be poiTelTed not a 

fingle 
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fingle town befides Cracow. He threw himfeif into this city , 
with a few Saxon^ Polijhy and Ruffian regiments, and begun 
creffmg Tome fortifications for its defence ; biit the approach, 
tjf the Swedijh general Meyerfeldf^ and the news; that the 
king of Sweden had taken poffeiBon of Saxony^ broke his re- 
Iblution, difcpncerted all his meafures, and reduced him to 
the verge of defpair *=. 

CH^RLESf at the head of twenty-four thoufand mtViyTheking 
had adually entered the eledorate of Saxony by the way of £/" Sweden 
Lufatia, The diet at Ratisbon^ without the power of check- ^^^^^ 
ing his progrefs, declared him an enemy to the empire, ^^^ony. 
fliould he prefunie to crofs the Oder ; but Charles defpifed 
their impotent menaces, and purfued the courfe of conqueft, 
fearlefs of the whole Germanic body,, and perhaps glad of arl 
opportunity of rivalling the glory of Guftavus-AdalphuSf by 
liumbling the pride of the houfe of Aufiria. Certain it is, 
that his approach [Sept. 6.) overwhelrtoed Saxony with con- 
Hernation^ and indeed fpread terror over the whole empire. 
The Saxon peafants deferted their habitations, and the whole 
country vtras left a wide defert, until Charles publilhed a pro* 
damation that; revived their fpirits, encreafed their confidence 
of his honour, and brought them back to their feveral em- 
ployments. The declaration imported, That he had en- 
tered Saxony With no other view than to bring to a fpeedy 
iffue an unjuft war, excited by the ambition of king Auguf- 
ius and the czar of Mufcovy\' thit Saxony having abetted and 
affifted their defigns, it was reafonable the eledorate fhould 
ihare the punifhment, and be difabled from purfuing mea- 
fures that, tended only to the fpilling of blood, and the de- 
ftrudiion 6f the human fpecies ; that whatever caufe he might 
have for refentment, he was determined to moderate his ven7 
geance, and therefore aflured the ftates and inhabitants of the 
eledorate, that all who remained quietly in their houfes, and 
furnilhed their contributions for the fupport of his troops, 
(hould enjoy his proteflion, and be kept in pofleffion of their 
eftates and effcfe : on the contrary, thofe who fliould either 
take up arms in their defence, abfent their perfons, or fecrete' 
their effedte, fhould be treated with the utmoft rigour, as 
open enemies to his government/. 

The efFefls of this proclamation were equally falutary to 
the Swedes and Saxons ; the one had every enjoyment of life 
quietly provided for them, and the others were not only ex- 
empted from the terrors of war, but kept in fome meafure 
in the pofleffion of their liberties and property 5 at leaft that 

* Id. ibid. PuFFEND. 1. vii. 
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'ittle portion df Jibertjr which they enjoyed under tlieirlav* 
^ ful fovereign Juguftus. The people returned in ihoals to 
their former occupations, ioduftry and labour went on in 
their ufual channel, the ftrideft order was obferved in tb; 
^wedijh army ; yet the country was terribly loaded with c<m-> 
tributions, and fleeced with taxes (A). From his camp the 
ling iflued orders, for aflembling the ftates of Saxcny^ and 
tranfmttting to him an exa6l account of the revenues of the 
decorate. When he had properly informed himfelf of what 
the country could bear, he Impofed a monthly tax of 625,000 
rix-dollars -, and ordained befides, that the inhabitants Aould 
furriiih every Swedijh foldier with two pounds of meat, an 
equal quantity of bread, two quarts of beer, four-pence 
a-day, and forage fufficient for the cavalry. This contri- 
bution was exorbitant i but in return, Charles took themoft 
effedual methods of protecting the people againft the ra- 
vages of the foldiers. It was ordered, that in all the town; 
where Swedijh troops were garrifoned or quartered, the inn- 
keepers (hould give certificates of the behaviour of the (ol- 
diers lodged in their houfes ; without which, the foldier was 
deprived of his pay, Befides this regulation^ inipe^ors wecf 
appointed to vifit the quarters every fortnight, and brJJi; 
an exa£): report to the king of the behaviour of hisforce$« 
In a word, the Swedes lived under the fevereft difcipline; 
but the Saxons groaned under the moft terrible oppreffiofi* 
of which they durft not complain, becaufe it was authorifed 
by their conqueror (B). All, however, lived in perfefi fecu- 



(A) When Charles entered 
the eleftorate, only a few Sax- 
gfiSf and the dragoons of Gordon 
and Furfteherg^ were found in 
arms . Thefe were encam ped in 
the neighbourhood of G^litx, 
wbA the S*wedijh monarch ienc 
colonel Gortx, with a detach-^ 
aieat of horie and foot, to diA 
lodge diem ; which he perform- 
ed, after killing major-general 
Gordon with his own hand. The 
remains of this corps joined 
themielves to ibme other Saxont, 
and aflembledy to the amount of 
5000 men, under general Sehu- 
lemberg, Gortx was ordered to 
attadc him ; but found that the 



Saxons were determine to ^ 
pute every inch of gTouod. Tlief 
fortified themfelves in the foret 
of ^urhtgemnald in fuch a man- 
ner, as baffled aH the attempts 
ofthe^ai;#yi^ colonel. AtH 
bein|; ftiaitned for provifioai 
and la danger of being whoilj 
furrounded, they made a ftiat 
that deceived GortTt^ aod qmtted 
the deflorate, withont the lolf 
of a man. Puffend. lib. vii. 

(B) M. Foltaire relates the 
following pleafant anecdote^ ai ^ 
a proof of the ftrid difcipliae • 
obferved. «* As the kicg wi# ', 
** one day tiding out nearZ^>- 
**Jlct a Saxon peafant threw ' 

« iiiiaietf 
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ritj.; tbey were, a nation of ilav^s, but than they were prO«^ 
teoied in their lives, out of regard to the intereft of the 
maften The great fair of Leifftc. was held as ufual ; the. 
tradefinen went thither without fear, fold their goods, and 
returned home with the profits without moleftation '. 

By the defeat of the ^axon army, and the feizure of the ^"i^*'^» 
electorate, Auguftui was reduced to the utmoft defpair : he %J^«^'' 
lay expofed to the mercy of the RuJJiam^ who were naturally 
hts enemies, and qemeoted now to his intereft only by felfiCoi 
motives. In this extremity, abandoned by the Poles^ and 
deprived of the affiftance of his hereditary futjeds attached 
Co his perfon, he was forced to write a letter with his own 
hand to CharUs XII. foliciting peace upon fuch terms aa 
the conqueror fhould think fit to grant. With this letter he 
charged baron ^A^jf and monfx^ur Pfin^ten^ with full powers 
to fign fuch a treaty as they cpuld obtain. «^ Go, faid he^ 
** and endeavour tp procure me reafonable ^nd chriftian con-^ 
*^ ditions.'' As he was then in Poland^ at the mercy of the 
Mi^JSamy he dreaded left thoTe overtures fhould become pub* 
lie ; left the dangerous ally^ whom he wanted to abandon,, 
would revenge this fubmiifion to the king of Siueden. The 
traofadSion was therefore kept a profound fecret -, his emjil^ 
ries were introduced to the Swedijh court in the night, and 
being prefented to Charles^ received their anfwer in the fol- . 
Ipwiog term?, vi^. That king Auguftus fliould for ever re- 
nounce the crown of Poland^ acknowledge Stanijlaus^ and 
promife never to re-afcend the throne Iboutd an opportunity 
ojBEer. That he fhould renounce all treaties with the ene- 
n^es of Sweden^ and particularly thofe fubfifting between 
hjiii and the czar. That he fliould releafe the princes Sobiejki^ 
and all the Swedijb prifoners made in the courfe of the war ^ , 
fiuxend^r Pathd^ at that time refident at his court, as am- . 

* Puff END. Ub« vii. 

** lumielf at his feet to implore *^ from Auguftus^ I have only 

'^joftice of a foldier, who had '< taken a turkey from the pea- 

<* robbed him and bis family of ^' fant. Charles ordered teit 

*• their dinner. The king or- " ducats for the coaBtryman,. 

^ deringthefoldica'tobebfoughi ** and pardoned the foldier for 

*' before him, lUked, withaftern " the wit and boldneie ^ kit 

^ ceoatehancey whether what '' j«p]y ; telling himi Remem- 

^^ thepeafantalledgedwaQtrtte? '* her friend, I have taken » 

<* Sir, ftys the foldier, I have '< kingdom, but I have kept . 

*^ done bim lefs mifchief than '^ nothing for m-yfelf.'' Voltaire^ 

** yott have done, his mafler. bi, iii. 
^ Yoa have taken a kingdom. 

5 bafTad^i^ 
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baflador from the czar of Mufcovy^ and ftop proceedings i- 
gainft all who had pafled from his into the Swedijb fervice. 
Thefe articles Charles wrote with his own hand, delivered 
them to count Piper ^ ordering him to linifh the negotiation 
with the Saxon ambafladorS. A conference was according- 
ly fet on foot in the neighbourhood of Leipjky which by va- 
rious accidents was fpun out to a confiderable length •*. 
Charles is Mean time all the powers united againft France and Spain 
courted by ^ok the alarm at the irruption made into Saxony. The princes 
all the of Germany y in particular, preffed Charles to' explain his mo- 
fawerstn ^j^^g ^^^ ^^jg extraordinary infra£tion of the privileges of 
l:.iirope. ^^ Germanic body ; but they could obtain no fatisfa(^oiy 
anfwer. The emperor finding that menaces were vain, had 
recourfe to Toothings, which he imagined nniight operate 
more powerfully on the ftubborn haughty difpofition of the 
Swedijh monarch. With this view count Wratifiaui was 
fent to Saxony^ to apologize for the rough proceedings 
of the diet at Rattjbon^ the blame of which was laid on cer- 
tain fiery, turbulent members of the Germanic body. Here 
tbo the minifters of England and Holland paid their complr- 
itients to the northern hero ; emulous who fhould moft gain 
his favour and regard. Charles^ indeed, was now at the 
pinnacle of his glory 5 feared, courted, and catefled, by the 
greateft powers in Europe^ placing a crown on the head of a 
private nobleman, and ballancing whether he (hould reduce 
a fovereign pr|nce to the ftation of a fubjeft. T-he plenipo^ 
tentiaries from Augujlus ufed all the irts of intrigue, intreaty, 
and fupplication, to obtain terms more favourable than 
thofe prefcribed from the conqueror j but Charles was inex*^^ 
orable, and the conftant anfwer of count P/^^r was, "Such 
** is the will of the king my mafter, and he never ahers his 
** refolution." The peace, confequently, went on but 
fldwly. It was almoft impoi&ble for the plenipotentiaries to 
grant what was required, and Charles would hearken to no 
other conditions. Fortune, however, at laft feemed deter- 
mined to change fides, and for once to finile upon Au-- 
guftus ^. 

During the negotiations in Saxony^ the affairs in Pj- 
land afTumed a different afpe£t. Notwithftanding Pole/ki^ 
palatine of Kiovia, nominated great-general of the crown 
by Staniflaus^ had' defeated a body of Tartars -, notwithftand- 
ing the fame palatine had beat two large corps that had 
advanced as far as the Vijiula ; yet Augttftus found means 

* Volt. lib. iii. Putfend. ibid, « Parth. lib. vii^ 
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fo aflemble a confiderable army, with which, having crofled 
that river, he obliged the Swedes and Poles to unite into one 
aroiy. Prince MenTikoff^ the great favourite of the czar 
PeteTy brought him a reinforcement of thirty thoufan^ 
Ruffians, Thi^ was a fupply, though feafonable and fortu* 
Hate in the iffue, by no means agreeable to Augujius ; who 
was under the moft dreadful apprehenfions, fays Voltaire^ 
left Men'XAkofi fliould difcovcr the negotiation carrying on 
with the king of Sweden, According to the French writerj 
he faw himfeif dethroned by his enemy, and in danger of be- 
ing detained prifoner by his ally, in which lituation the Swe^ 
difl> general Meyerfeldt prefented himfeif to view, at the head 
of an army of ten thoufand men, near half of whom were 
Swedes, The continuatorof P«^«rfi7f/'alledges, that -Mfy- 
srfeldt was forced to give battle. Poliaire affirms, that 
Jaenzikoff prefled, and indeed conftrained Augujius to ac- 
cept the challenge offered by the Swede. In this the abbe 
Pacthenay agrees with M. de Voltaire. Auguftusj under vari- 
ous .pretexts, declined attacking the enemy; but finding 
it impoffible longer to avoid coming to action. Re deter- 
mined to fend a perfon, in whom he had confidence, to 
Meyerfeldty to acquaint him with his fituation, and advife 1 
bim to retreat. The Swede imagined a deceit was intended ; 
he therefore ordered fix thoufand cavalry to crofs the Profna^ 
to reconnoitre the enemy ; and fcarce had they returned, 
when Auguftus and Menzikoff' were in motion to give battle. 
With no more than ten thoufand men he flood firm to Mcyer- 
fuftain the fhock of forty thoufand Polesy Saxons^ Ruffians^ fcldt, /A^ 
Coffacks^ and Calmucs. With his center, in which he charged ^^^difli 
with the Swedes^ he defeated the enemy's firfl line, and was ^l^ j 
QVi the point of breaking the fecond, when Stanijlausy with fi^^f^ r 
the Poles and Lithuanians^^ gave way, fufFering the enemy ^^ ^^ 
to put them in diforder. Meyerfeldt was now fenfible that Mcnj^j. 
he had lofl the vidlory ; but he fought defperately, in hopes j^^f; 
of avoiding the difgrace of a defeat. *At length, however, 
he was wholly furrounded, and after an obflinate defence,* 
forced to capitulate, and fuffer the Swedes^ for the firfl time, 
to be conquered \y^ Auguftus. The French and Swifs xegi^ 
ments, which had deferted from the Saxons, perceiving they 
.were to meet with no quarter, took again to their arms, de- 
termined to fell their lives as dear as poflible; which 
cbMged Auguftus to grant them the fame conditions as the 
Swedes, Potojki was taken prifoner, after having fought 
with aflonifhing intrepidity at the head of his regiment ; and 
major-general Kraffau, having repeatedly rallied a body of 
horfe formed into a brigade, at laft, by a furious effort^ broke 
through the enemy, and efcaped to Pofnania. 

Mop. Hist. Vol XXXIII. B b l^ 



^^4 . ^*^ Hiftory of Sweden. 

In this manner king Juguftus gained a complete yiStorJ 
almoft againft his inclination, and in the midft of his mif-* 
/ fortunes entered triumphant into JVarfaw, This moment of 

profperity ferved only to ibarpen his fuffierings, and render 
Augujtm more unfortunate. Charles became more inflexible 
when he heard that his troops had been defeated ; and the 
king of Poland had but juft fung Te Deum at fVarfaw^ when 
liis plenipotentiary returned from Saxony^ with the treaty of 
beace that deprived him of his crown. He heCtated) 
V^rupledy and at laft flgned it ; after which he (et out for 
Saxony^ glad of efcaping out of the hands of allies, who 
would not fail to give him freih caufe of uneafinefs, were 
they made acquainted with the circumftances of the treaty. 
All Europe was ftruck with this important negotiation. 
Some blamed the rigid fpirit o^ Charles^ Who perfifted in de-> 
throning a prince, the ancient ally of his family, and con- 
nefled by the ties of blood \ while others admired his difin* 
terefiednefs, in thus difpodng of a conquered kingdom^ 
without adding a foot of land to his own dominions. All 
the fruit of his victories coniifled in the glory of obtaining 
them ; of having dethroned a king, and placed a crown 
on the head of a private nobleman \ 
Treaty JUGUSTUS was fiiJl in hope that a perfonal interview 

i^A^'j. with Charles might foften the heart of that prince, and dif- 
. gofe him to relax in feme of the more fevere articles. The 
two kings met at Gunterfdorf^ in count Piper's quarters. 
The converfation at this firft meeting turned wholly upon 
trifles ; not a fyllable paHed on the fubjedl which occafioned 
the interview. They afterwards dined together, and then 
Juguftus endeavoured to prevail on the king of Sweden not 
to infift upon his delivering up Patkuly who was aflually the 
minifter of the czar of Mufcovy, This, he faid, would be 
fuch a breach of the laws of nations, as would give all Eu- 
rope caufe to exclaim againft his perfidy and pufillanimity. 
He likewife difputed laying afide the arms and title of king 
o^ Poland \ it is enough, fays he, that I have a£lually re- 
figned the power, the crown, the revenue and the domi- 
nions of Poland ; and with refpeft to furrendering the 
cTOwn-jewels to Stanijlaus^ he faid, that this ought to be 
done with the confent of the republic; for fhould that 
prince not be able to maintain "himfelf on the throne, the 
Poles might think they had a right to demand the jewels gi- 
ven away without their confent, from tho eXt^ox oi Saxony. 
But the king of Sweden vwas not only immoveable in thefe 
smd every other article of the treaty ; he even exa6^ed terms 
* Parthsnay. lib. v« torn. ii. Volt^ lib. iii* 
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Hrhich were flill more intolerable to the fpirit and pnie of 
^uguftus. He obliged the king-eledor to f?nd his rival the 
jewels and archives of Poland^ with a letter, congratulating 
him.on his acceflion, which &tf«//Z:72^j anfwered vi^ith dignity 
and politenefs, coming in perfon to Leipfic^ to vifit the^ 
prince, whofe diadem he wore. This was the fummit of 
the king of Sweden s glory ; to fee tv/o kings at hi$ court, one 
♦of whom he had depofcd, and the other eftahlijfhed in his throne ; 
it .was indeed a barbarous honour v;^hich no other prince in 
Chriftendom could boaft. He indeed tarniflied the extreme 
luftre of this glory,* by the inhuman inflexibility of his re- 
venge againft the unfortunate Paikul^ now Ciut up in the 
cafUe of Konegftein in Saxony. Juguftus laboured all in his 
power to fave this minifter, but in vain. He devifed an ex- 
pedient to fatisfy the conqueror, and fave his own honour, 
but it did not fucceed 3 PqikuVs ill fortune prevailed * Au^ 
guftus fetit his guards to deliver up the prifoner to the Swe^ 
dijb troops, but not until he had fent an order to the go- 
vernor of the caftle to let hini efcape. The avarice of the 
governor, and PatkuVs confidence in the regard which would 
be paid to the laws of nations, fruftrated the efFeds of tha 
expedient contrived for his fafety. It was known that the 
minifter was rich ; his keeper expelled a high reward for his 
liberty, which Patkul refufed, not doubting but he fhould 
obtain it without fee. While they difputed tbjs point the 
guards arrived, immediately fcized him, and delivered him 
to four SwediJJ:) officers, who attended to receive the prifoner. 
"He was hurried away to the head-quarters at Alt -Ranfiadty 
■where he continued three months, tied to a ftake with a 
heavy chain of iron j after which he was conduced to Ca^ 
firnir. Here he was tried by a council of war, condeir^ned 
as the fubjecSt of Svjcden to be be broke alive on the wheel, 
and quartered. The ieptence was executed with the ut- ^ 
mod rigour, he received fixteen blows, and expired, aft^r p^f^^* 
fuftaining the longeft and moft excruciating tortures, ^^^ exeutioi 
crime was, that h^ had taken up arms againft his king; a 
crime extremely equivocal in PcitkuPs peculiar circumftances, 
and in a ftate where it is the duty of the fubje^t, equally to 
preferve the liberties of his country, and obferve obedience 
johis fovereign^ (A1. 

^ PuFFEND. lib. vli. Volt. lib. iii. 

. (A) Notwithftanding the tion forfook him when t\Qi\C9 
courage and intrepidity which was brought him, that he was 
patkul hid difplayed upon (li- to die. upon. tha rack» ?eing 
ycra other occafious, his r:(ol\k- left alone with ih^ phapUin, h^ 
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The czar of Mufca^ was no fooner informed of thelatc 
extraordinary treaty of peace, and the execution of Pathtl 
his plenipotentiary, than he filled all Europs with his coow 
plaints. He fent letters to every court in Chrsftendom^ com- 
plaining of this grofs violation of the laws of nations. He 
entreated the emperor, the queen of England^ and the ftaces 
general, to revenge the infult on humanity. ,He iligmatifed 
the compliance of Auguftus with the opprobrious name df 
pufillanimity, exhorted them not to guarantee founjufta 
treaty, and to defpife the menaces of the Swedijb^ bully. 
However, his remonflrances and reproaches ferved only to 
demonilrate the power of Charles^ and the dread in which he 
was held by all the confederates. PaikuH fate was now de- 
termined, the mediation of the allies would be vain, and 
they did not chufe to exafperate the ferocious Swede^ by re- 
fufing the ceremony of becoming guarantees to a treaty. 
At firft Peter thought of revenging his miniiler, by treating 
the prifoners at Mofcow in the fame manner ; but he was 
with-held from the barbarous retaliation, on confidering that 
the king of Sweden had more Ruffian prifoners than he had 
Swedes. Perhaps a fpark of humanity rofe at this time In 
the breaft of the favage legiflator. Certain it is, that he de- 
termined upon a nobler and more advantageous revenge. 
Poland was defended only by a flender body of Swedes and 
the national troops, who together were not numerous 
enough to guard all the pafles. The bulk of the army, the 
king, and Stanijkus^ were all in Saxony^ diftating to Augufiuiy 
and indeed giving law to the weftern hemifphere. Entering 
Poland with 60^000 men, the czar divided his army into fe- 
veral corps, advanced to Leopold, and gained poffeiEon of 



poured out a flood of tears, de- 
£red him to wait upon a Saxon 
lady of great merit and beauty, 
with whom he waa on the p6int 
of marriage, to confole, andaf- 
fure hcT, that he quitted life full 
of the tendered ientiments of 
love and efleem for her. He 
fell into convulfions, at the 
place of execution, npon feeing 
the wheels, flakes, and other in- 
Uruments of his torture. When 
the paper was read, declaring 
him a traitor, and the caufe of 
his punifhment : " Alas," faid 
he, " I have ferved my coun- 



" try but too well !" All the 
fpe^ators wept to fee a noble- 
man, eminent for his talents 
and patriotifm, f?ll a fkcrifice to 
refentment, and the revenge of 
a defpocic monarch, who hnd 
not fcnfibility to feel for mif- 
fortune, or, elevation of n&ind 
fufficient to admire talents^ 
which were not employed to 
his own purpofes, and under 
his own diredion. In a wt»d, 
the execution of PafAul is the 
deepefl fiain in the efcutcheoa 
of the l^ing of Sweden. Mem. 
de Paik, f, 19, ao, etfajjim. 

that 
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that and feveral other towns, the defence of which was en- 
trufted to the inhabitants. At Leopold he aflembled a diet^ 
and folcmnly dethroned Stanijlaus^ with the fame ceremo* 
xites ufed at Warjaw to depofe king Auguftus, Nothing 
cpuld fcqual the mifery of Poland \ fellow-citizens were 
butchering each other, and cities, towns, and villages laid in 
iUbes. The whole country was divided, the Swedes retain- 
iag one party through fear, and the czar gaining another by 
money and intrigue. Thefe diforders called for a fpeedy re* 
medy: accordingly Stanijlaus quitted Saxony at the head of 
iixteen regiments, and well fupplied with the money of the 
eledtorat^. Stanijlaus was acknowledged as legitimate fo- 
vereign wherever he paffed j the ftrlft difcipline and order of 
his troops was admired, and indeed afforded the firongeft 
cpntraft to the diforder and riot that prevailed among the 
Afufcovites. His own affability won many hearts, and the 
Saxon money engaged great part of the crown-army to defert 
count Siniau/kij grand-general of Poland^ by the nomination 
^i Auguftus. Peter perceived this change, he had experienced 
the valour of the Swedes^ and knew the ability of Lewen'^ 
haupt^. He therefore thought it ad vi fable to retire to Z/* 
tbuaniay under pretence that the country could not fupply 
him with the proviflon and forage neceffary for the fub- 
iiflence of fo great an army ^. 

All this while Charles was giving law, in Saxony, to the Charles' 
eoipcror, and receiving ambafladors from the courts of Fi-^ forces the 
enna^ London, VerfailUs, and Madrid, The famous fohn emperor i§ 
duke of Mtxrlhorough made him a vifit jt Leipfic, and was makefub' 
perhaps the chief inftrument of turning Charles from the pro- fnijjtons^ 
je£l he entertained of interpofing in the quarrel between 
France znd, the allies. Some writers alFedge, that the duke 
judicioufly applied by prefents to count Piper y but Voltaire 
denies this circumftance, and clearly vindicates the purity 
and diiintere{lednefs of that minifler. In fhort, the king of 
Sufeden^s grand proje£l was to dethrone the czar, and his 
5ittention to this was probably the true reafon why he did not 
intermeddle with the affaiss of Weftern Eurdpe. He enjoyed^ 
however, the fatisfadlion of humoling the court of rienna^ 
and obliging the emperor to make fome exceedingly mean 
conceilions. Count %obor^ the emperor's chamberlain, had 
affronted Stralenheim, the Swedijk envoy, who refented it fo 
highly, that hefuddenly quitted Vienna without taking 
leave. ' Charles demanded fatisfaction for the Indignity offer- 
ed to him in the perfon of his minifier. The emperor^ 

^ Au£l. citat. ibid. 
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dreading left the king in his wrath fliould form fome re* 
I folution injurious to the interefts of the confederates, ba- 

\ ni(hed the count ; but this reparation did not fatisfy the 

Swede ; he infifted, that count Zobar (hould be delivered in- 
to his hands ; his demands were complied with, and the em- 
V peror was forced to ftoop fo far as to fee his chamberlain 

kept for fome time a prifoner at Stetin^ after which the king 
of Sweden fent him back to Vienna, Nor was this the only 
particular in which he mortified the imperial court. Fifteen 
hundred Ruffians had efcaped the Swedijh fwofd, and taken 
refuge in the emperor's dominions. Thefc C^&^r/fj demand- 
ed, and the court would have been forced to comply, had 
not the RuJJtan minifter artfully contrived the efcape of the 
unfortunate refugees **. 

C HA R L £ S having fucceeded in all his demands oil 
the court of ViennCy feemed to fix his refidence in Saxot^ 
with no other view than to multiply his requifitions. He 
now declared himfelf proteflor of the proteftant intereft in 
. Germany^ and particularly of the emperor's proteftant fub- 
je<3s in Silejia, He required that the emperor fhould renew 
and confirm to them all the liberties granted by the treaties 
of JVfftpkalla \ but fmce reclaimed, or at leaft eluded at the 
treaiy of Ryfwick, There was fomething extremely info* 
lent in the manner of this interpofition j the emperor per- 
ceived the indignity oftered to his authority, but he was 
forced to conceal His fentiments, and grant all th$t the Swe^ 
dijh monarch demanded. Upwards of an hundred churches 
were rcftored to the proteftants, only to be taken from them' 
when fortune frowned upon Ckarles^ their patron and pro- 
testor. Vcliaire relates an anecdote which, if true, fully"] 
evinces the terror with which this prince infpired the court^ 
of Vienna, When he was reproached by the pope's 
riuncio, for thus furrcndering the interefts of religion to 
oblige a heretic prince : *' It is well for you, anfwered tbel 
*' emperor, that the king of Sweden did not propofe to make 
** HiC a Li(ibtran\ fir if he haJ, 1 don't know, whether I 
*' could have 1 1 fiifcd." One would indeed have imagined that! 
Charles entertained fome thoughts of making a profclyte ol 
the poDUiT himfelf; (or^ being incenfed at the conftant op- 
pofition of the court cf Rcnic, a court whofe weaknefs and] 
intrigues he defpife:!, he toJd the emperor's minifter, 
*' That the Swedes, hii<\ before now crnquercd Rcme^ am 
^' he might one day denrianci an inventory of the effeSsleltl 
** there by queen ChriftinQC* 



^ Volt, lib. iii. 
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Beikg at length fatiated with the glory of having de^ 
throhed one king, crowned another, humbled the emperor, 
given law to 'the empire, protefted the proteftant religion^ 
and filled all Europe with terror and admiration, Charles 
thought of quitting Saxony^ in purfuit of his great plan of 
depofing the czar, and conquering the immenfe empire of 
SjuJJia, His defign he kept a profound fecret ; but it wa$ 
fufpeded when he began his march at the head of an army 
of 43,000 men, the beft difcipiined troops in the world^ 
flufhed with victory, and fo enriched with thz fpoils of tht: 
-vanquiflied, that every private foldier carried fifty crowns 
out of the eleftorate. While the army was in full march in 
the neighbourhood of Drefderiy the king fuddenly difappear- 
cd, accompanied only by five ofEcers. The alarm imme- 
diately fpread through the, army ; but their terrors were fboii 
removed, by notice that his majefty was gone upon a vifit to 
^ugtiftus^ ifi). 

The 

« PuPFEND. lib. vii. 
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(B) As the extraordinary 
inanner of this vifit ftrongly 
marks the charader of Charles, 
we (hall beg leave to recite the 
particulars in the words of the 
lively f^oltaire. " The king 
'' alighted at the palace, and 
** was got to the door of the 
*« clcdlor's apartment, before it 
<' was known that he had en^ 
«< tcrcd the city. General Fle^ 
" mingj having feen him at a 
^< diflance, had only time to 
** ran and inform his mader. 
'^ All that could be done upon 
<* fuch an occafion was prefent 
<< to the idea of the minifler; 
*.« but Charles entered the 
<f chamber in his boots before. 
Auguftu^ had time to recover 
from his fqrprife. The king 
** breakfafted wi^h hinj, as a 
•< traveller who canje to take 
«< leave of his friend, and then 
«f he exprcfTed his delire of 
** viewing the fortifications. , 
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'^ While he was walking round 
*' them a Li*vonian^ condemned 
** in Siuedeitf who ferved ia 
" the troops of ^^uTffffy, thought 
^* he could never have a more 
favourable opportunity of 
procuring pardon, and beg- 
ged of king Auguftus to in- 
tercede for nim, being fully 
<* afTured, that his majeHy 
could not refufe fo flight a 
requeft to a prince in whofe 
power he then was. Auguftus 
made the requeft, and Charles 
*' refufed it in fuch a manner 
'' that he did not think fit to 
*^ aik it a fecond time (i).'* 
Having pafled fome hours in 
this very * extraordinary kind 
of vifit, the king of S-weden re- 
turned to his army, after having 
embracecj, and taken his leave 
of the king he had dethroned. 
The Continuator of Puffendarf 
alledges, that Auguftus accom- 
panied him to Neu/dgrf^ij)^ 



(t 



*t 



it 



€C 



tt 



• C 



«. 



(( 



(j) Volt, lib, Ui, ^, I4P, (a) Fufend, torn, vi. lib, vii. f>. 168. 

B b ^ Whpj> 



g6b ne lUficry i?f Sweden. 

The king of Sweden's forces in Sastsnytj Poland, and /iir- 
^' ?^'' i^ffi, including the Poles under Staniflau$^ and the Swt^Jb 
*^^* army commanded by Leu^enhaupt^ exceeded 70,000 men ^ 
tnarches ^ ^*^''^^ more than fufficient to have executed all his prcgeSs,- 
againfttbe ^^^ fortune proved favourable. Peter the Great was then in 
Ruffians. Lithuania^ bufied in fupporting the fpirits of a party, which' 
king Auguftus feemed to have wholly renounced. His troopc 
which were difperfed in fmall parties, he infiantly afiemUed 
upon notice of the king of Sweden's march, and was making^ 
aU poffible preparations vigoroufly to refift this conqueror^ 
who now obtained the furrame of Invindble, He was on- 
the point of attacking Stanljhusj when the king*s approach 
difconcerted his meauires, and ftruck his whole army witb 
a pannic« On his way, Charles had given audience to the 
Turk'tjh ambafiador, fent by his court to fix Sweden in the 
intereft of the grand iignior, as an ally extremely uf^ul iit 
his defigns on Germany and Ruffia, Leaving Staniflaus wiilx 
10,000 Swedes in Poland^ the king continued his courfe to 
Grodno, in purfuit of the Ruffian army. In the month of 
Q ytf««tfry, he pafled the Niemen, and entered the fouth gate 
17^^* of Grodno, juft as the cear was quitting the town by ^e 
north gate. He had gone before the army, attended, only 
by 600 horfe. Notice of his fituation was given to the* 
czar, upon which he fent back a detachment of 2000 men,' 
who attacked the Swedes unprepared, but were foon de« 
feated. This difappointment was followed by the total eva- 
cuation of Lithuania j the very terror of the king's name 
obliging the Ruffians to feek ibelter in the frontiers of Muf^ 
eovy. Thither they were purfued in the midft of ice and 
fnow, through almoft impervious forefts, over rocks, mo-** 
raiTeSv mountains, and rivers. Nothing feemed impra£Hcable 
to Charles, at the head of a Swedijb army ; he continued in* 
the field in a wild northern country during the winter ; 
and made forced marches, as if he had been in the Jine^' 
plains in Flanders in the fummer feafon. CharUt had fore« 
leen every difficulty, and determined to furmount them*' 

When Charles had joined his were right ; bat they darft not,, 

army, , he found all hi^ generals they durft not (3 ) . ^ext momr 

aflembled in council, and afked ing, upon the.netvs that king^«« 

the reafon : General Ren/child gujius held an extraordinary 

told him, they had determined coancilat Dre/deu; ** You fee,", 

to beliege Dre/den, in cafe hw fays Ren/child, ** they are 6t»^ 

majefty had been detained a pri- ** liberating upon what (hoQl4 

^aer, ^ye, faid the king, you <* ^have been doneyeilexday.'' 
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^nfible* Biat the country could not furnifli provifion fuf- 
ficient for the maintenance of his army, and that great part 
of what it afforded, had been deftroyed by the enemy, he 
provided a large quantity of bifcuit, upon which the army 
chiefly fubfifted, until he arrived on the banks of the Bere- 
xitUj in view of Boriflow. Here the czar was pofted, and it 
was the intention of the king to bring him to a battle, that 
he might then penetrate without obftrudion or annoyance 
into Rufpa. The czar, however, did not think proper to 
come to an a£l:ion, but retreated towards the Borifthenes^ and 
was purfued by the Swede as foon as he had re/refhed hi^ 
army, in quarters where they were well fupplied with ne- 
cefiaries ^ 

Notwithstanding the Ruffians had deftroyed the He defede 
roads, defolated the country, and thrown every poffible im- o. body of 
pediment in the way of the Swedijh army, they advanced ^^ eneng. 
with great celerity, and in their march defeated 20,000 of 
the enemy, though they were intrenched to the teeth. 
This was one of the moft obftinate battles which the Ruf^ 
fiam had ever ventured toftand againft the Swedes^ and con- 
fidering the circumftances, one of the moft glorious that 
Charles ever obtained. The memory of it is preferved by a 
medal ftruck in Sweden^ with this infcription. Syha^ fa-^^ 
luJes^ aggereSf hajles viSlu from which we may collet the 
opinion entertained of it in thofe times, when the news of 
fome frefla viftory was every day reaching the capital «. 

When the Ruffians had repafled the Borijlhenes^ that 
great river which divides Poland from Mujcovy^ and the 
^viiedes were following them clofe, the czar began at laft to 
confult the fafety of his dominions, and ferioufly to refled 
on the confequences of purfuing a war with a prince who 
was not to be conquered by dangers and difficulties. He 
determined to offer peace, and accordingly fent propofals to 
king Charles^ by a Poltjh gentleman in his army. The 
king's anfwer was, that he would treat at Mofcow^ which 
being reported to the czar, he cooly replied, *' My brother 
" Charles afFeSs to play Alexander^ but he will not find 
^' in me a Darius*^ However, he continued retreating, 
and the king purfued fo clofe, that he was fkirmifhing daily 7-^^ ^^. 
with the rear of the enemy, in which he had generally the culties 
advantage, though even conquering in thefe undecifive ac- *wbicbth 
tions proved detrimental, by weakning his army in a country kingen* 
where it was impoftible to recruit. Near Smolenjkoy he de- count^d% 

f )d, ibidf < PvrFTND, ubi fupra. Volt, in loc. modo citat. 
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feated, with fix regiments only, a body of 10,000 horfe and 
6coo Calmucks. In this engagement the king's perfon was in 
the utmofl: danger, the enemy having feparated him from 
his troops. Seconded only by one regiment, he fought with 
luch fury, as dilperfed the enemy, and drove them before 
him, juft as they thought themfelves in poifeilion of the 
royal prifoner. Two ald-de-camps, that fought near the 
king's perfon, were killed. His horfe was {hoc vnder him, 
and the equerry flruck dead while he was prefenting another. 
The enemy had broke through the regiment, and got up 
quite to the king's perfon, who is faid to have killed twelve 
pien wjth his own hand, without receiving a fmgle wound. 
0^' 3« CHARLES was now within a hundred leagues of 

Mofcow \ but the czar had made the roads impaffable, either 
by laying them under wat^r, digging deep ditches, or cq^ 
vering them with the wood of whole forefts, which he or- 
dered to be cut down. He had like wife deftroyed all the' 
villages on eycry fide, and taken away every pofEbility of 
procuring the leaft fuflenance for an army. The winter 
was confiderably advanced, the intenfely feyere weather was 
approachii^g, and every thing threatened the Swedes with all 
the miferies of pinching C0I4 and famine, while jthey were 
at the fame time expofed to a powerful enemy, who, by a 
perfeft knowledge of the country, and gre^t fuperiority 
of numbers, had conftant opportunities of harraffing 
and attacking them by furprjfe. Thefe confiderations in- 
duced the king to pafs through the Ukrain^ where Ma- 
^eppa^ 2L Polijh gentleman, filled the poft of general and 
chief of the nation. Mazeppa had once received an affront 
from the czar, which he took this opportunity of revenging, 
by entering upon a treaty with CbarUi. He promifed to re- 
volt, to aififl: the king with 30,000 men, with quantities of 
2^m,munition andprovifion, and with all his treafures, which 
were inxmenfe. To favour this jiindion, the Swedijh army 
advanced towards the Dtfna^ where they had to encounter 
new and unheard-of hardfliips and diificulties. A foreft 
above forty leagues in extent, filled with rocks, mguntains, 
and marfhes, was to be traverfed, and to augment the dif- 
ficulty, the army was le^ thirty leagues put of the right way. 
All the artillery was loft and liink in bogs and marfhes, the 
provifion of the foldiers, Vv'hich conliiled in bifcuit, ex- 
haufted, . and the whole army emaciated, fpent, and ex- 
^^uijed, when they arrived on the banks of the Dlfna^ 
where they expelled to have met Mazeppa^ with his pro- 
xpifed reitiforcemcrit. Whatmuft have been:th^ir fur{iriie, 
^ifappQiated and languifhing as they were under the united 
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J>reflure of cold, hunger, and extreme fatigue, to find in* 
Head of an ally, the oppofite banks of the river coyened with 
a hoftile army, and the paflTage itfelf almoft impafiable. In 
Taft, the Ruffians had difcovered Mazeppas defigns ; they 
fell upon the Cojfacks^ defeated and difperfed them, mafla- 
cring or putting to the torture all the prince's adherents whom 
they made prifoners. A body of 8000 Mufcovites had pene- 
trated to the Difna^ to difpute the king of ^wederC% paffage ; 
but the king let his foldiers by ropes down the fleep 
banks, and crofled the river in the face of the enemy, 
rather by fwimming, or on rafters, haftily put together, de- 
feated the Ruffians.^ and purfued his way, as yet uncertain^ • 
whether the treachery or misfortune of his new ally occa- 
fioned the difappointment. The unhappy Mazeppa toon ap- 
peared to clear up all doubts. Inftead of an army of 30,000 
men, he fcarce brought with him 6000, broken remains ; 
all hii towns had been laid in aihes, and the provi(;ons he 
had collefted for the king of Sweden taken by the enemy ; 
however, he afforded hope of being ferviceable by his intel- 
ligences, in this unhpfpitable country, and the affei^ion of 
the Cojfacksy who, in* referttment to the RuJJianSy crowded 
daily to the camp with provifions^. ^ 

When Charles entered thtJJkrainy he fen t back orders to He enten 
general Lcwenhaupt^ to meet him with 15,000 men, and a the 
convoy of proviiions, at a rendezvous appointed. He now Ukraiii* 
expcfted to reap the fruits af this precaution, when he was 
joined by Lewenhaupt^ who fiood more in need of his af- 
fiftance, Charles had no fooner turned off from the great 
roa:i that led to Mofcowy than the czar applied his whole at- 
tention to obftruci Lewenhaupfs progrefs, and cut off the 
large convoys he had provided. Near Lejno^ at the con- 
fluence of the rivers Pronin and Sojfa^ he appeared with a 
numerous army in fight of Z«:t^^wii2«/»/'s detachment. The • 

Swede was not alarmed ; report had diminifhed the czar's 
jarmy of 60,000 men to 24,000 ; a force to which he thought 
6000 Sivedes fuperior. He difdained to intrench himfelf^ 
and was at;tacked in the open field by the Rujftans^ juft as he 
was advancing to give them battle. After an obftinate con- 
flict, the enerny were repulfed with the lofs of 15CO men ; ' 
upon which Leiverihaupt continued his march, without in-, 
tending to purfue an army fix times as numerous as his 
t>wn. By the treachery of his guide, he found himfelf em- 
biirrafffd in a marfiiy country, where the roads were made 
impaffablc- by deep ditches and trees laid acrofs. In this 

^ VoLT.ljb. iv, 
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liquation he was again attacked by the czar, fu{^orted by his 
Lewen- whole army. The Swidijb general detached t^vo battalions 
haopt to difpute the enemies paflage over a morafs ; but finding 
ffg'^gf^ they were likely to be overpowered, he marched at the 
the Kuf- Ij^j Qf ^jjg ^ole infantry to their relitf. The combat was 
fians three fm-j^ug ^nd obftinate j but the courage and addrefs of the 
fR l^ Sfw^fcf at laft prevailed, put the Ruffians into confufion, and 
ceiitve^. was on the point of gaining a complete viiftory, when the 
czar 'gave orders to the Coffacks and Calmucks^ to fire upoi\ 
all the Ruffians, who deferred their polls : ^' Even kill me, 
*< iaid he, if I (hould be fo cowardly as to turn my back." 
Tbefe orders, and his own example, wrought a great ef- 
fed. Affifted by prince Menzihff, he rallied the broken bat* 
talions, and renewed the attack at the entrance of a morafs, 
which Lewenhaupt was to crofs. Here the czar drew out his 
whole army to furround his enemy, the Swedes faced about, 
and for two hours maintained a bloody action, in which the 
czar loft near 6000 men. The Rujfians were a third time 
put in diforder, when general Baver arrived with a ftrong 
reinforcement of freih troops, which enabled the czar again 
to refume the engagement, that no^f continued without 
remif&on, till liight feparated the combatants. Never had 
Swedijh valour fhone itiore confpicuous than in this engage* 
ment; reduced to 5000 men, fatigued with fighting, and a 
long march, and encumbered with a large convoy, they 
liiftained three feveral aiTauIts on the fame day, from an 
enemy determined to conquer, and amounting to. 65,000 
men, headed by Peter the Great, Next morning the czar 
ordered a frefli aflault, nptwithftanding the Swedes had taken 
poft in the night on an advantageous ground. Lewenhaupt 
had formed a kind of rampart of his waggons, to which he 
so^ fet fire to prevent their falling into the enemies hands, 
and at the fame time cover his retreat by the fmoke; the 
Ruffians came foon enough, howevpr, to fave near 5000 
waggons of thofe provifions defigned for the diftrefled army 
of the king of Sweden ; and general PJlug was fent with a 
ftrong detachment to purfue and attack jthe enemy a fifth 
time. Lewenhaupt put on fuch a countenance; that the ge- 
neral thought proper to offer him an honourable capitula* 
tion, which the Swede refufing, the adiion was again re- 
newed, and fuftained with the (ame vigour, as if it had been 
the firft engagement. Always unconquered though retreat- 
ing, and dimlnifhed to 4000 men, the Swedes perfevered in 
rejefting all terms, and fighting to the laft drop. The efr 
forts of the enemy's cavalry were vain ; they were fuftained 
with fuch amazing conftancy, that 5000 RuJJians were left 
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^ead on the field, and Lewmhaupt fufiered to purfue his marcfc» 
but without cannon or provifion. Ynnze A^en^koff'mAeed, 
w^s again det;iched to harrafs his rear, but the Swedes aip- 
peared fo formidable, even in their diftre/Ted circumftances, 
that he retired without making any attempt. In a word, 
after fuflaining for three days fix feparate afiaults ; after en- 
countering all the difEculties which a numerous army, a 
wild country, and fevere weather, could throw in his way, 
Lewenhaupt at laft arrived in his mailer's camp, with about 
4000 men, and the honour of having killed near 30,000 
of the enemy, in the feveral encounters in his march ^ ^ 

From the above circumftances it was apparent, that the f^ecofi' 
fdrtune of Sweden began to take an unfavourable turn) y^^fiancy of '' 
was the courage of Charles and his troops unappalled. They fi,e 
f were deftitute of provifions, without any communication Swedes. 
'Vfith Sweden or Poland^ in a country where the only remaining 
refource was their own courage. This it was Aill thought 
would furmount all difficulties, and lead them triumphant U> 
the capital of Ruffia^ the facking of which, and dethroning 
the czar, would fully recompence all their labour. Charles 
never lofl fight of this obje£): in his greateft diftrefs, and his 
whole army feemed to be animated with the fame fpirtt and 
ambitibn. They refolved to brave the feafons, and the es^ 
tremity of fatigue and hunger, as they had done their ene- 
mies. They ma^e long marches, in the midfl of the fevereft 
winter ever known in Mufcovy. Without fhoes, al- 
moft without cloaths and bread, they followed their king 
without murmuring, and clad themfelves like favages, with 
the ikins of wild beafts. The greater part of the cannon 
was left behind in quagmires, becaufe all the draught-horfes 
had periibed, and the whole army fo numerous and ilourilh- 
ing when it left Saxony, was now reduced to 24,000 men, 
emaciated, impoverifhed, naked, and, except in courage, 
quite fpent and exhaufled. Charles had experienced morti- 
fication the preceding year ; but it was only now that he 
began to feel the accumulated weight of misfortune and dif- 
grace. Several thoufand of his foldiers dropped down dead 
with cold and hunger before his eyes j he pitied^ butheper- 
fevered, and indeed a retreat now would have been the moft 
arduous meafure (A). JBefore the month of February, the 

Swede 

m 

* PuFPEND. lib. vii. Volt. lib. iv. Hill, de Pierre 1« 
Ora&dcv torn. i. p. 162. 

(A) Voltaire relates, that a- SuJtdiJh army, only one officer 
snidit All the diftreflfcs of the and one common foldiercom- 
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Swedes A\i, not exceed 18,000 men^ with which arifty Charles 
at laft penetrated to Pultowa, on the eaftern frontier of the 
Uh'ain, Here the czar had formed magazines, of which 

. C^/7r/pj.refolved to gain poileffipn ; for hitherto he had been 
wholly fupph'ed with provifions by his faithful Coffac ally, 
the unfortunate M^izeppa, The fate of^ Pultowa muft de- 
termine the fate of Siveden, Should Charles fucceed 'in the 
cnterprife, a road would lie open quite to Mofcow^ he would 
at leaft enjoy great abundance, and be able to wait the ar- 
rival of fome reinforcements ftill expe<9ed from Sweden^ Lp- 
vonla^ Polandy and Pomerania, On the contrary, fhould be 
be forced to abandon the fiege, the army muft be expofed 
tnore than ever to famine, as the czar was now laying wafte 
thofe countries from whence the Coffacs drew fupplks for the 
Swedijh camp. Mazeppa^ who had fecret eorrefpondence 
with fome of the inhabitants, ftrenuoufly advifed that the 
town (hould be invefted. The fortifications were good, the 

. garrifon amounted to gcoo men, and Char/es wanted heavy 
cannon ; notwithftanding which the Coffac chief confident- 
ly promifed fuccefs, and hope began to revive in the Szvedifi 
army. 

Accordingly Charles invefted Pz//fc^:^^, with an army not 
fufficient to cut off* the communication between the garrifen 
and the czar, and block up the pafles in fuch a manner as 
to prevent their receiving fuccours. General Siuc.kelburg 
was detached, with eight thoufand Swedes ^d CoJ/acs, beyond 
the river IVorJklaWi to diflodge a party of the enemy, that ia«? 



plained. To the former the king 
faid, ^< What, are you uneafy at 
•* being fo /ar from your wife ? 
,<♦ If you area foldier indeed, I 
/* will carry you to fuch a dif- 
*f tance, that you fhail fcarce 
^* hear from Sivedfn once in 
♦* three years ;" alluding, pof- 
fibly, to the wild plan he had 
caft in his own mind, while he 
refided at LeiffiC, of penetrating , 
into JJia^ and carrying his con- 
quefts beyond thofe of Alex^ 
under. The fame author re- 
lates another anecdote, which 
equally difplays the king's firm- 
nefs and adurefs. " A foldier, 
.** grumbling, ventured to pre- 
** fent bim, in prcfence cf the 



^* whole army, with a piece of 
*• black mouldy bread, made of 
** barley and oats, the only food 
'* with which ihe army was then? 
^* fup plied, and even this in 3 
" fcanty portion. T^heking re- 
" ceived the piece of bread with- 
** out the leaft emotion, eat it en- 
" tirely up, and then faid coldly 
'*^ to the foldier, ' It is not good, 
<* but it may be eaten.' The 
" hiftorian juftly obferves, that 
** thefe littje turns upon eniG'- 
** gencies contributed incon- 
** conceivably to fupport the 
" ^ucedi/h army in extremities, 
*' which would have been inro- 
" lerable under any other gene- 
*'ral.*' FclfJiLiv. 

tend^ 



the Hiftoiy of SwedeiT. jg; 

tiemded penetrating into PuJtowa ; but he was defeated^ anct 
almoft his whole detachment drowned or cut in pieces, the 
bridge having been broke dqwn to prevent his retreat. But 
even this lo(s could not difcourage the king o^ Sweden ; he' 
pufhed the fiege with the utmoft vigour, and foon perceived 
by the enemy's (kilful and refolute defence, that he had al- 
ready taught them the art. of war. Divers aflaults were 
given, in which the Swedes were conftantly repulfed, with 
this additional mortification, that prince //t'/yz/^^ found 
means to throw twelve hundred men into the town, with 
great ftore of ammunition. To complete his misfortunes, • 

Charles received a fliot from a carbine, as he was viewing - 
the works, which pierced his boot, and ftiattcred the bofte 
in bis h^el ; but fuch was his fteadinefs, that the accident 
pafled unobferved, becaufe he fhewed not the leaft alteration 
of countenance. For fix hours after, he continued calmly 
on horfeback giving his orders, until the Jofs of blood made 
him faint, and the wound was difcovered by one of his at- 
tendants, who brought the affiftance of furgeons, and car- 
ried his majefty into his tent. Upon examination, the 
wound had already begun to mortify, and it was the opi- 
nion of the faculty, that his life could only be faved by am- 
putation. The utmoft confternation feized the army ; but 
one Newman undertook to effect a ciire, and favethe limb. 
It was neceflary that deep incifions fhould be made : '* Fall 
" to v/ork then^ faid the king, cut' boldly, and fear 
" nothing ;'* he held out his leg while the operation 
was performing, never changing countenance ; and while 
tile drefling was laid on, ordered an afiault for the next 
morning. 

For forne days the czar, with an army of feventy thou- - . 
fand men, lay at a fmall diftance, harrariing the Swedijh J\ ^^ 
camp with his parties, and cutting oft all the convoys of pro- 
vifions : now the news arrived that he appeared in fight, as 
if with intention to attiick the king's lines. In this fituation, 
wounded and incapable of a£lion, in a defert country, with- 
out a retreat, deftitiite of provifion and ammunition, and 
almoft furrounded by eneniies, Charles condefcended to af- 
femble a grand council of war, the refult of which was, 
tliat it was expedient to march out of the trenches, and at- 
tack the Rujjtans ^. Vcdtdire^ indeed, afl'erts the contrary : 
*' Even in this extremity, fays that writer, the king called 
" no council, as might be expected; but on the 7th o^yuly 
" fent for the malefchal Renfchild into his tent, and ordered 

k PuFF£ND. lib. vii. torn, vii, p. 180. 
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^ bim^ with deliberation and without emotion, fo prepack 
*' for attacking the czar next morning. Without difputihg 
*^ his mafter's will, the marefchal quitted the king's tent to 
^' execute his orders (B).-' Eight thoufand men were left 
for the defence of the works, and to oppofe the Tallies of the 
befieged ; with the reft of the army, amounting to 26,000 
men, including 18,000 CoJfacSy Charles began marching 
by break of day to fight the czar. On paifling through 
a defile, the enemy were feen drawn up in two linei 
behind the intrenchments, the horfe in front, and the foot 
in the rear, with chafms to fufier the horfe to fall back, in 
cafe of neceffity. General SUppenback was immediately de* 
tached to attack the cavalry, which he performed with fuch 
impetuofity, that they were entirely broke and defeated i 
but being rallied behind the infantry, they returned to the 
charge, ^ahd in their turn put the Swedes in diforder, and 
took SUppenback prifoner. Charles was carried in his litter to 
the fcene of confufion ; his prefence ibon animated the ttoops, 
they rallied in an inftant, and advanced againft the fire of 70 
pieces of cannon, and a great number of redoubts, which 
plied them in front and flank. The battle now became ex* 
ceedingly warm, both princes gave their orders with that 
cool prefence of mind peculiar to the truly great ; the czar 
had his hat (hot through, and Charles in his litter efcaped a 
thoufand dangers. He had difpatched general Creuk^ with a 
body of horfe and dragoon^, to take the enemy in flank ; 
but Creutz miftook his way, and this laid the foundation dl 
all the future misfortunes. The Ruffian infantry opened 
from their lines, advanced, and were ready to overpower 
the Swedes^ when an admirable flroke of the czar's entirely 
determined the vi£lory« Prince Mewzicoff was detached to 
poft him felf between the Swedes znd^ultoway to cut ofF their 
communication with the camp, and fall upon their rear* 



(B) The fame writer adds, 
that the general met count Pipert 
wijth whom he had long been at 
variance, at the door of the 
king's tent. The miniller aiked 
if any thing new had happened. 
No, fays Ren/child coldly, and 
pafled on to give his orders. As 
foon as Piper had entered the 
tent, the king aiked what the 
general had faid to him; no- 
thing, infwered Piper. " Well 
** then, replied the king, I tell 



** you, that to-morrow we (hall 
<< have a battle." The count 
was aftoniflied at (b defperate a 
refolution, but concealed his 
fentiments, knowing theioflexi'* 
bility of the king's vdifpoiition. 
It would be impoSible to reunite 
this with what the continuator 
of Pufendorff'Biledges ; we fliall 
therefore leave it to the reader 
to follow which opinion he' 
thinks the moft probable. Felt, 
lib. iv. 

He 



1 



tJl^i Bjiory of Swedcri: 

He executed his orders with great, addrefs, cut ofF a eorpi 
de referve of three thoufand men, and thus decided the for-^ 
tune of the day. The king, however, had ranged his re- 
maining troops in two lines, the fdot in the center, and the 
. horfe pofted on both wings. They h;^d already been twide. 
rallied, and were now attacked with fury on all fides. 
Charles in his litter, with his fword drawn in one hand, and 
a piftol in the other, was every where prefent* A cannon- 
ball killed both horfes in the litter, and fcarce Were others 
. put in their ftead, when a fecond caftnon-ball broke the litter 
in pieces, and overturned the king* The foldiers believed 
him killed, they fell back in confternltion, the iirff line was 
broke, and the fecond ited. Rallying was impoffible, as 
powder failed. The king did all in his power to reftofc 
, order ; but the Ruffians preflTed fo h^rd as to baffle all his en- 
deavours. Renfchildy and feveral general officers, were 
made prifoners ; and the king muft have fallen into the hands 
of the enemy, but for Ponidtojkf^ Who, with admirable pre- 
. fence of mind, drew up five hundred horfe, furrounded the - 
royal perfon, and, with incredible fury, broke through tea 
regiments of the enemy, and arrived oil the banks of the 
Borifthenes, The conquerors flormed the Camp, feized fix 
millions in fpecie, the fpoils of king Jugu/lus *, but could' 
not prevent Lewenhaupi from retreating with four thOufand 
foot, and all the remaining cavalry, to the banks of the * 
Bortfthene^^ oppollte Kiovlay whither he was^ purfued by 
Menzikoffy and for want of bridges or boats, forced to fur- . 
render at difcretion. In a word, the vidory was complete 5 • 
the whole Swedijh army, except a few who followed the . 
king's fortune, having been killed or takttii The unhappy 
prifoners were afterwards difperfed in Siberia^ a barbarous * 
country, where neceflity rendering them ingenious, every 
one exercifed fome trade or employment, all diftindtjon be- 
tween foidier and ofHcer ceafed, and thpfe differences which 
fortune niiakes among men were entirely abolifhed. The of- 
ficer, who could not work at fpme mechanical trade or art, 
was forced to cut down and carry wood for the foidier, who 
Was now turned taylor or (hoemaker, fmith, mafon, or car- ' 

. penter. Some of the officers became painters, fculptors, 
pr architects ; fome taught the languages and mathematics. 
Public fchools were crefted, which foon grew fo uieful and 
famous, that the children of the nobility were fent from 
Mo/cow for their education to Siberia ; fo that by the viftory*" 

. ^^rultoway Peter the Great not oti\y laid the foundation of 

■ the power and fecurity of Rujia, but of the arts and fcienccs, 

, At that time wholly unknown in his empire. 
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Confer. ' _, In this manner had Charles XIL l6ft, in one day^ tfcc 
queues ef fruits of , nine years fatigue and labour, and the glory of al- 
the defeat ^ moft a hundred vidories. He fled in a mean CalaiQi, attend- 
at Pul- gjj ijy ^ ji^jg troop of perfons invariably attached to his per- 
fon, fomeon foot, fome on horfeback, acrofs a defert, where 
oeither hoi^fc, hut, anim^, herb, or tree was to be feen ; all 
. was one great ocean of fand, in which they had alinoft Wa 
iufFocatcd with intenfe heat, more intqlerable than the fe- 
vere colds they had experienced on entering the i?»^pa« fron- 
tiers. The want of water had alnioft deftroyed the whole of 
.thefe unfortunate remains of the Swedijh army; at laft a 
fpring was difcovered) in which the king and his whole troop 
quenched their thirft, and proceeded to OzaioUj a town in 
.the Turitjh dominions, the bafliaw governor of which fup- 
. plied them with every iieceflary, and treated the king with 
all the reipefl due to fo great a monarch. It was now hear 
.the 9th of June before boats fufEcient to tranfport the whdlc 
. could be provided, by which accident five hundred SweJis 
^and C$J/acs fell into the hands of the enemy, who continued 
. the purfuit quite to the banks of the river BogL This I06 
affeded the king more than all his former fufferings confe- 
. quent on the de^at ofPulfowa. Misfortune had foftened his 
heart) and he now for the firft time difcovered any'figns 
.of fenfibility and pai&on. He fhed bars at feeing acrofs the 
river, the greater partpf his few remaining friends carried 
.away into captivity, without having it in his poVrer.to oftr 
^them relief or affiftancc. The bamaw waited upon him in 
perfon, apologized for the delay which had occafioned this 
lofs, and was feverely reprimanded by the king, as if he h^ 
. been his own fubjed. 

CHJRLM&w^ but a few izyszt Ozahu^ when the 
ferafquier of Bender knt an aga to cotrtpliment his niajefty on 
fuge in the \)\^ arrival in the Ti/r^i^ dominions, to invite him to JSender, 
TurJcTih and to accept of the prefentof a fine Turkijh tent, font for 
deTfumons, j^jg accommodation on the road. Both were accepted, knd 
I the king fet out with his whole retiiiiie, cfcorted bythc 
\\^ . • .bafhaw of Ozakouy who furniflied every neceffary as far as 
. • Palanca\'zx, whidh place the ferafquier took upon falmftlf the 
" • charge of accommodating the fugitive rhonarchr When he 
arrived at Bendery he was faluted with a general discharge 
*'; \, ' of the artillery, and the acclamations of the janiflari'es, who 
were drawn up to do his majefty honour, with the fame ce- 
-\ / remony as if he had been the grand fignior* Charles pitA" 
. ed his tent on the banks of the Neiftery aind declined the in- 
vitation given him to lodge in the town. He was viilted by 
; , ' ' the. ferafquier, treated with the i\Jmdft hofpitalUyi provided 
• ': ' -* ' "• '-- ' with 
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f^^wW^ every necitffary that the country could afford j and that 
. gf$nefous mzxim of the Xurkifli goycrnment, of regarding 

ITS Cacred. the perfons of unfortunate princes \vho hsve ' [\ ,, 
' taken fan£iuary among (heai> was pradtifed in its greateft. 

fjxtcnt \ . • : 

, s EC.T. XII. . .f; :^ 

- G^ntainmgthe "particulars of the king^s refidence ,al. •• - 
Bender, the difficulties it occafiomd. at the Porte, 
the affairs of Sweden during the king^s exi/e^ the ^^-. *' . 
vantage which ,the northern powers m^de, of this -, y - 

accident^ with other particulars* . : •• . . 

■ • - 

y^HJRlBS XII. of Sweden^ lately fo terrible to hJsCo^^*^ 2^ 
^^ enemies, fo refpedlcd by all Europe^ was now, by a JTud-.if^ Perte. ^ 
: dea reverie of fortune, protected and fupported by the com- . • • 
. paffion and generofity of a barbarous people, j^rhap^ by the 
policy of a court, which ftjll imagined that fo,warlike,'aciIve, . / • ■ 
and magnanimous a princo, might, notwithftanding this .. ^ 

- fc^yere blow, prove an ufeful ally, and become again, thfe;. / ' 
fcourge of Ruffta^ ^nd the terror of Germany. The king* * ^. 

-, baid indeed intimated, that the trpops defeated at Pultowa- 

* , was only a detachment from the armies in Germany and i^c-; . , , \ 

land: theTir^fj, therefore, thought to fix him by good ufage; % 
in the intereft of the Porte \ affured, that he. would fully. 

► 'repay all-their fervices, whenever it happened that he fliouli*. • • . . 

,' ire turn 00 his own dominions. Norwasr the ^:r£'«ri king lefs'. ' . , •' 

- folicitous to fhew iht. Swedijh monarch every kind office in' ' 

his power. By his ambaflador at C<!7;j/r««//«c>fZp he negotiated- ' "• , 

with the divan, and procured, feveral advantages to Char les%' ' 
in a fitiiation that required all the tendernefs that friend&inr . ^ ' 
aa4 humanity could beftow. . The king wrote a letter with.** ': 
hi9 own hand to. the grand fignior, .which. was intrufted to-.." : ' 
.tiie. fieuf Neugebar; but that gentleman not being vefteij ,. /•. • 
wi^h a public charader, with the ufual formalities, he could 
', not obtain an .audience^ and the letter remained unopenetj, 

• uhtil all the ^premonies required by the Turkijh court could ;' . ' • 
be properly Adjufted. *^. 

. Mian ticne the French king offered his majefty a paflago ' \.. 
from the Levant to MarfeiUes^ from wjience he might eafily^ 
proceed to his owft dominions. England-, and the other^ 
A^maritimfi. powers, were in peace with Smeden^ and it ya»-' ' 

> ?VFFi|f»»Jib».vji. Volt. lib. T. 
. / ' C c" 2 • . more- 
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more thin probable tbcy would not traverfe this/ mtikikfci 
but Charles had iiat yei lefarnt to accept of advice, or ft6q> 
to the c6unfe]s 6f his frieitds. Fi!ill of courage, and puffed 
tip with the pompous beroifm of an Alexander^- ii^ had not 
'. even now, in his fugitive ftate, abandoned his grand projed 
of dethroning his conqueror the czar of Mufcovy, . He could 
not fupport the thoughts of returning by the interceffion of 
other powers Ijke a vanquifhed prince to Sweden ; he be^ 
lieved it ftill poffible to return through RuJpaoinA Polattdzir 
the heitd.of a powerful army. What confirmed him in diis 
hope, was, the fuccefsful negotiation carrying on at the 
Porie^ by his ambafladors the fieur Neugehar and count /V- 
. niatojki ; the latter ^f whom had infinuated himfelf with fo 
much addrefs into the good graces of the Turki/h minifiry, 
that he. received a prefent of 10,000 ducats, and a promife 
. from the grand vizir, that the king (hould be efcorted by a 
numerous army to the frontiers of Poland. Already orders 
. . had been iijued to divers baihaws, to hold themfelves in rea- 

' dinefs for this expedition, and troops were daily filing to- 
wards Bender^ infomuch, that, in the fpace of a few days, a 
body of 8000 horfe was encamped in that neighbourhood ^. 
AtL thefe fanguine hopes, however, were difappoisited, 
Auguftus by t|i5 change which the decifivc aftion at Pultfrwa effisded 
J^'^'P^- in thcaiFairs,ofy^tf&»/, and indeed in the whole fyftei» of 
^' / northern politics. The conjuncture was too favourable to 
« -AHlifl^^ ^^ ^^ pafled over inaflive. Princes break through 
. the;^mbfl: folemn voluntary engagements, when ther appear 
. . contrary to their intereft ; Auguftus thought he haa but lit- 
tle reafon to obferve a treaty extorted from him by violenicc. 
He likeWife pretended, that the treaty of Alt'Ranftadt was 
fraudulently concluded by two minifters, who, being coijupt- 
edbythe oW^a^ gold^ iigned his abdication, in virtue of 
. the unlimited powers he had given them. Upon thefe mo- 

' tives he founded his return to Poland^ and count Flenung 
« paved the way by a manifefto, which was fent to all the 

courts in Euripij in juftification' of his matter's condtfd. 
He then entered the territories of the republic, had a perfonal 
interview with the czar, and concertcxl every thing for de- 
throning StaniJlatiSy and recovering his own crown. The 
king of Sweden detached five hundred Poles and Coffacsy who 
had joined him at Bender j to watch the' turn of'afiairs in 
Poland, and bring him notice of evei^ event. This cdkps 
crbfled the Neyfter^ and never afterwards returned. They 
were furrounded, cut oiF, or tslken prifohers by the Ruffians* 

^ BaroD Fabric lib. ii.paffisi* " Mbti'. Tiiv. paffitai* 
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The lofs, hxmtvttj- had like to have proved advantageous 
to Cbarbsy In the chace,^the enemy had trefpafled on the 
Turkijh ffontiers ; a circumftance, vrhich Cbaries endeavour-o 

' ed to improve, while his intereft was high at the Porte^ and 
his chara(9:ef admired by the Turks^ who flocked from al| 
quarters to behold a prince, fo celebrated by his victories, 
fo refpecSlable in adveriity, and fo lingular in his manners 
and difpoiition. Charles diftcibuted hh money, with great . 
liberality, among the favourites of fultan Achmtt ; his defign 
was to have drawn him into a war with Ruffia, The fteady,' 
artful, iniuuiatihg conduA of Poniatoski had gained tbe 
faltana, mother to the emperor then on the throne. She 
openly efpoufedthe king's caufe in the feraglio, called him her 
lion, admired his heroifm, and frequently afked her fon, when 
he intended to aifift her lion in devouring the Ruffian wolf. 
The grand vizir entered into the fame fen timents, and told 
jPoniatQski^ I will condu£): your mafier at the head of 200,000 
fx»en to MufcQFuy\ but the czar's money at laft. prevailed, 
jttft as affairs were put in fuch a train, as promifed the Thecz^$ 
Swedi/b monarch the accomplifliment of all his wiflies. intereft, 
Charles had been extremely generous to the Turki/h miniflers $ P^^ails 
but his refources were limited, and chiefly drawn from the ^ ^?"- 
grand fignior's coffers : whereas the czar was, by the battle "^'^^o^r 
of Pukowa^ put in pofleffion of all the treafur^s of Saxony^ P 
His envoy at the Porte diftributed very judicioufly, among 
the grand vizir and his creatures, great part of the fix mil^- 
lions taken at the late engagement. . Tlie charm operated 
too powerfully to be wuhftood. Of a fudden, the czar was 
turned from a Ruffian wolf to a generous hero ; and Tolftoy^ 

. his envoy, was gratified with fuch privileges, as had never 
before been granted to any RuJJian miniftec. The czar • 
found his intereft fo powerful, that he even ventured to de- 
laand that Mazeppa^ the faithful friend and companion of ^ 
the fugitive monarchy fhould be furrendered into his hands, 
in atonement of the Offerings of the brave and unfortunate 
Paikul, Every thing was granted him; and the fame grand 
vizir, who had lately promifed to condu£); the king of 
Sweden to the capital of Rusjiay was entering into the 
i^rtdeft bonds of amity with his moft implacable enemy. 
Happily for the CoJ/ac chief he died, juft as refolutions were 
forming in the divan, which would pofiibly have fubjedied \ 
him to the moft cruel tortures which an incenfed barbarian 
oould devife ^. 

FoRTUNiK would now feem to have wholly deferted the 
Swedifii hero* All poflibility of returning on the footing of 

^ ^ Lettortof B. Fab. paffim. 
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A. D« a conqueror, at the head of a Turkijb zxxnjf w^ vantflii^ 
1710., with the vizir's a(Fe£Uon8. The /rrwc^ envoy, perceiving 
^^^^» his deipecate circtfmftances, once oiore prefled hismajeity 
€fe£h a to embark in feme French veiTels, which then lay at Cwi- 
frvoIusJon ftant'mopU ; but he re}e£ied the propofal withdlfdaui* Not- 
in the ' withftanding he fufFered daily mortifications in his own per« 
Turkiih. fon at Ben£r^ and in thofe of his envoys at the Pgriey he 
ptinifiij. remained firm in his refolution, intrepid and great as at the 
bead of his vicSlorous army after the battle of Narva* To 
this conftahcy, and the bold fidelity of Poniatojkiy was it ow- 
jngrthat he once more triumphed over his enemies, and 
cWeAcd a revolation ifi the Turiijh miniflry. While the. 
Ruffian envoy was in fuch high favour, that he was (ttvt^ by 
Swettijh officers taken at Pukotva, in the character of (laves, 
Charles found ineans fuddenly to annihilate all his intereil, 
^ depofe the grand vizir, and de((roy the fruits of thofe v^ft 
ifums expended by the czar in gaining the friendfhip of this 
minifler. Pmiatofln had the boldnefs to draw ap a bitter 
charge againft the vizir ; he had the addrefs to get it pre-» 
fented into the emperor's own hands; and be iniinuated 
himfelf into the friendfhip of certain leading perfon§, ene- 
snies to the minifter, becaufe they were ambitious of filiiiig: 
his employment. His intrigues fucceeded; the y\t,\t ChouT" 
■ ' louli Alt Bq/kaw^ viceroy of the Turkijh empire, and favou- 
rite of the grand fignior, was banifbed to Crim Tartary^ by 
^ • . .'means of a PoU', " An agent, fays Voltaire^ without cha- 
..*• rafter, from a king of Sweden^ then a refugee in the 
. ** Turkijh dominions." Haman Cupruli Pachaw^ grandfon- 
10 the great Cupruli^ who reduced Candia^ and fon of Mvf' 
\ ' ^ ittpha Cupruli^ flain at the battle of Salanckemen^ was raifed' 

• %.to the viziarat. In him Charles did not find a zealous friend, 
... but Ke was far from proving an enemy. Of inflexible in- 

' 'tegrity, and a fcrupulous obfervcr of the law, thenewvirir 

; was equally averfe to a war v^rith Rujfuxj which he thought 

unjuf)^, and ro removing the proteftion of the Porte from 

• the king of Swedett^ which he deemed ungenerous. ** The 
-^ ^ law, fkid he to the grand fignior, forbids you to quarrd 

^' with the czar, who has done you no injury ; but itcom- 

• V mands you to prote£t the king of Sweden^ who is an un- 

* ^'^ fortunate prince in your dominions/^ As a tefiimony 0$ 
hisefteem, h^ knt Charles a prefent of 800 purfes ; buthr 
at the fame time refpedfully adttioniihed him to rettira 
quietly to his own country, through Gtfr;/w«y j a propofitioa 
which the king rejeaea, notwithftanding' 5«Mdfe« never 
ftood more in need of his pr^fence. 
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JU<^USXUS h^d carried all before him in Polandr ^'^^i^-' 
which he entered at the head of a Saxon army. Thcfe' guftiu re- 
troops had been the preterice of depofing hinfij they were^^'^f'*-^^^ 
now the. inftruments of his reftoration, having, by dint of '^^'^^ ^Z* 
terror, brought Back to their duly moft of the Polijh Pald^ Poland,' 
tinesy who had fworn fidelity to Stanijlaus. Even the am- 
bitious Sciniaujki himfelf joined AugUftus, and contented ' 
himfelf with remaining grand general ; though he had lately 
afpired at the croyvn. The pontiff's irifluencc over the 
minds of a bigotted, ignorant peopje contributed greatly to" 
this revolution. He had always efpoufed ^«^a^z^ 5 but 
-while the king of Sweden was . in the zenith of glory, fear o^ . # 

V the conqueror operated more ftrongly on Che minds of the 
PaUsj than obedience to the pontiff 5 but that being now je-. 
moved, and the reprefcntativc of St. Peter abfoTving the 
people from thofe oaths of eternal allegiance they I\ad taken 
to Stantjlausy they entered without fcruple into the fnterefi^ 
of king Jaguftusy and even winked at the introduflidn of* 

• Saxon and Rajjian troops, forgetting that they had made that 
cifcumftance the chief argument for dethroning the fame 
monarch^. The czar was now become the arbiter of Po^ 
knd^ and. he obliged >/«^«/?«j to cede all pretenfions to the 
province of Livonia^ before he would confent to lend a 
hand to his reftpration. 

Nor were thefe the only powers that were ftriving to W^DancB 
blight the laurels acquired by &jrZ?i, and reduce the power ^^^-^"^ 
and influence of Sweden. Frederic iV. kin? of Denmark^ '^'^^ ^^ 
took advantage of the ciicumftances of his conqueror, and ^^'^ 
joined in with the league forming againft Sweden, He was ^w^^**** 
defirouS of recovering J^i5«^«, and the other territories loH' *''^'*' 
by the peace of Travendal^ and therefore forgot that treaty c^il, 
as eafily as Augufttis did the treaty oi Alt-Ranjladt. In the 
month of May^ the preceding year, -he figned a treaty offen* 
five and defenfive with the czar of Mufcovy^ and Auguftus 
king of Poland % the fummer was confumed in preparations, * 
and the winter ufiiered into light a manifefto, declaring his * 
reafons for coming to a rupture with Sweden, Thefe were, 

!)erfeftly known to all mankind before j but it was the bu- 
inefs of Frederic to glofs them over with all the fophiftical 
varnifhof the cabinet, in which art he was excelled by no 
prince in Europe, He had an interview with the confedc- . 
rate princes, and fettled with them the divifion of their con-" 
quefts. By his manifefto he. declared, that the ambition, 
reilleflhefs, arid obftinacy of the king of Sweden^ as well as' > 

» PuPFEi*D.lib. vii. 
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hb particular animofity to himfelf, had thrown the affidrrof 
At North in confufion, and done irreparable damage to Deu* 
mark. The Swedes^ he alledgcd, had carried on a cruel war 
at the expence of their neighbours. For almoft a century 
back they had been the common difturbers of Europe: Bat 
his majefty had now particular reafons for oppofing the evil 
defigns oi Sweden^ having unconteftable proofs, 'under the 
king*s own hand, of his hatred, contempt, and diflike of 
the Danis^ and of projeds formed for dethroning Frednic^ 
' as he had done Auguftus^ and attempted with regard to the 
czar of Mufcovy. In proof of this a paper was quoted, 
which had been printed three years before at Stockholm^ in 
which Charles XII. was ftiled king of Gnat Scandinavia^ in 
-which divifion are included Denmark and Norway. Upon fo 
weak a foundation did thb wife prince reft the merits of a 
war, upon which he was determined to enter, becaufe be 
fore&wit muft turn out to his advantage *. 

Besides the above, a variety of other complaints againft 
Sweden were fpecified ; fuch as having granted illegal oaff- 
ports, raifed the duties upon ore, and the produce of the 
alum^mines ; claimed to herfelf territories, which bad for 
.time immeniorial belonged to Denmark^ and been confirmed 
to her by divers treaties^ This laft reafbn indeed was the 
trueft motive alledged by Frederic. Accordingly, on the very 
day the manifefto was publiihed, he embarked with 25OQ 
horfe and dragoons, and 13,000 infantry, attended by i^ 
men of war, landed in Schonen^ and feized upon JUdftng" 
burghy the ganifon of which town retired to Landfcrom. 
Having fucceeded in this enterprife, the king returned to 
Copenhagen^ leaving the command to the count Reventhm* 
Here he laboured to ftrengthen his army \ but the rigour of 
the feafon flopped the progrefs of his troops, until the 
Swedes had time to put themfelves in a pofture of defence. 
There were about 13,000 of the troops of this nation to de- 
fend all the countries which Charles poiTciTed in Germanj. 
Only a fmall proportion of thefe was allotted for the defence 
of Schonen ; but the adminifiration in Sweden laboured with 
tbe utmoft diligence to raife an army fufficient to defeat the 
defigns of the Danijh monarch. 
State of oWB DEN was, during the king's abfence, governed 
Sweden, by a regency, compofed, as we have related, of (enators 
chofen by Charles before his departure. The fenate grew 
jealous of the regency ; it had been accuftomed to regard 
Itfelf as the higheft authority in the king's abfence ; it there* 

f Fabk, lib, vii. f . 9. V«tT, lib, r, 
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fore difpoted the orders of the regents, and the poblic (er- 
vice fufiered by thefe divifions. Misfortunes, however, ba- 
niihed all [Mrivate animoiity. Jealoufy gave way to public 
^irit, and the news of the defeat at Pultowoj and the inva- 
fion of Schofuny united every Stvede in the fame fentiments, 
and the noble refolution of dying in defence of their king 
and country. The late wars had drained Sweden of men ; 
they had coft her the lives of 306,000 brave foldiers, and 
now of all the old forces there did not remain above 8000 in 
the kingdom. But the militia eftablifbed by Charles fupplied 
the place of regular forces. This was an inftitution the moft 
politic of his reign, and for which Sweden ought ever to re- 
Tere his memory. It now proved the inftrument of the prefer- 
ration of the kingdom. The militia had been conftantly ex- 
crcifed, at ftated periods, ilnce the acceffion of Charles XII. ' 
They formed a nurfery for the army, now they became the 
bulwark of the kingdom. At the head of 8000 regulars, 
and 12,000 of the militia, general Steenboek fet out for 
Schonen^ in .purfuit of the Danesy who were plundering and 
laying wafte the country, with impunity. To haften the 
march, and prevent the foldiers from being fatigued, wag<« 
goi» were provided, in which they were tranfported great 
part of the way to the place of embarkation. 

No fooner was the Swe^Jh army in motion, than the mi* 
nifters of England and Holland preiled the regency to give 
aflurances, that the northern forces, who pofTef&d territories 
jn Germany^ would not break the neutrality, or oblige the 
princes of the empire to withdraw their forces from the 
grand alliance, to cover their own dominions; But the fe- 
nate teplied, that the new war which was likely to be 
kindled on the frontiers of the empire could never have hap- 
pened, had England and Holland performed their guarantee 
of the treaty oiAluBjanJladt. As things were now fituated, 
it was impofSble to grant the afiurances demanded, without 
running the hazard of loling all that Sweden pofTefled on the 
toafts of the Baltic^ and tamely fu£Fering herfelf to become 
a prey to an ungenerous enemy, who feized the conjundure 
of profiting by the abfence of the king, -the number of his 
cnetnies, and the calamities confequent on the unfortunate 
tarn of affairs at Pultowa. However, to give all poilible fa<* 
tiafa£tion to the allies, the regency wrote to the king, and 
until his anfwer arrived, they promifed to commit no hofti* 
lities in any of the provinces dependent oti the empire, prO'* 
vided the open and fecret enemies of Sweden would give no 
cauf«, by frelh infrsi£tions of the treaties fubfifting. 

STEEN-. 
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. STE E'NBOKK arrived^ however, in Sc^n^n^ au^, 
it was refolved'to check. the inff^n^^ oiih^Danes by/h^ n^o^ 
vigorous meafures ; but the prodigious deferuon of the S^xq^ 
troops incorpor^ited io the Swedijh regime^t^, greatly weak-< 
«ned the army aoddifhieaxteDed.the militia \ who, froa\ thia 
circumftance, believed themfelve^ betrayed, and the .enemy 
exceeding formidable* All the. general's epdeavours could 
not. reftrain the delertion ; in confequence qf which the 
JDi7«^j obtained feveral little advantages, ai\d zf laft.tool^ 
Chriftianjiadt. They were by this time , augmented to 
twenty thoufand men, under general count ttantzau^ who. 
Aiccecded Reventlau in the command. The infolence they, 
aiTumed, upon their fuperiority, and trivja) advantages ob- 
tained, incenfed.the Swtdijh militia, and animated , then) to 
a- pitck of fury and defpair. They now called out fojire- 
iwnge, and befought. the general, to. lead them againft the 
enemy* Steenhoek took adv^nUge of their difpofitiooj 
marched towzxds Mahnce^ and obliged the jD^^^i toraife the 
fieg«, and entrench themfelvesne.ar£^;i^^i<r^^, fofthepro- 
te^^i'on of a town, where they had formed yaft magazines^ 
Nothing could exceed in firength the fituatipn they cho&, 
A morals. and large, village defended their right, the town 
iecurcd their rear, and fupplied the camp with every necef- 
firy, while a large p|Ond and a wood covered, the left vy^ing, 
Regardlefs of thefe difficulties, the Swedes marched up bpidly, 
to the attack, which they began with fuch fury, that at the' 
firft onfet a whole regiment of the king of Denfm^k*s guards 
was cut in pieces by the boors, ten men only efcaping the 
fword. Upoil this the militia, fcaled the eji^rfcnchpi^ents, 
%nd attacked the main army. Both horfe and foot were en-^ 
gaged, and the action became general and obftinate^ biit; 
the Danijh firil line being broLe, it fell in diforder qpon ttie 
fecond* The Swedti pufhed too.clofe to afFord them time 
to rally. The whole fled into Elfinbufgh^ prodigious num<i«. 
bcrs were flain in the retreat, and the lofs of the eneipyi 
T^^Danes amounted to eight thoufand killed and takeji, befides the; 
defeated tn ^ounJcj, The paflage from Schonen to Zelqnd is fp iliort^ 
Schonen. ^y^^^ ^jj^ news of the defeat arrived the lame day in Cop^nha-^ 
gen^ and the king fent his fleet to. carry oiF the broken re- 
mains of his army. Ail the horfes vftxe killed, t^ preyen^ 
their falling into the hands of the eaemy ; four tboufanc^ 
wounded were left in Elfmglmrgh^ moft. of whom perilled o{ 
hunger, want of attendance, and the infection caught froo^ 
the putrid carcafes of the horfes, which crowded the ftceet^* 
At the fame time the Sweda vigoroufly pu&ed the ilege of 

the 
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thetdwn^ but finding the troops and magazines were with-. 
dFawn, they defifteU, in order to purfue a plaxi^more ad- 
vantageous to their aHahrs ^ , - - 

While the regency were thus cmpjoyed in fubduing their 
enemies, the king, in bis camp at Mmdevy entertained.hopes.. 
<A reinftating his aiFairs, and once more appearing- in thiei 
chara(n:er of a great monarch and a conqueror. He was 
dehghted with the news of the vidlory in SchoTiaix and copld: 
not help exclaiming, ^^ My brave SweJgs^ ihould it pleafe* 
*' God th^t I once more join you, we will conquer. 
*^ them all." He complained of the allies, who had gua^ 
rantied the treaty of AU^RanJiadt^ for fufFering Augufius to. 
return to. palandj and refiiied to fland by the neiJitrality to, 
which the regency agreed, with refpciSt to the German ppo- 
vinces. This neutrality, he faid, was calculated for na< 
other purpofe than to keep his troops from aSbn ;. yet the ^ 
event (hewed, that it was the. only meafure which cqu14 ie*. 
cure the Swidijh conquefls fttuated along the coafts of .the 

,. B^tk^ amidft the number of enemies who were ready to f^U, 
upon them, and afiert their feveral claims. But the king's* 
bigheft expectations arofe from the appearaiice he ibouldv 
ftill be able to embroil the Turks and Riijjians. It was given, 
out, that in his retre^^t at Bender he governed the CGun^ls oH 
the diyan, aild made and depofed vizirs at plea(ure« Since? 
tbe viziarat of CupruU^ the Swedijh intereil funk at theP^r^^.. 
T'hat minif^er was averfe to war, and had made feveral bo-. 
neft regulations in the finances, equally difpieaiing to the^- 
grand fignior and to the Turkijh at my. His predeceiTors^ 
were accuftomed to pay the janiil'aries by money eictradied* 
from, the bafliaws and governors of provinces, without 
troubling the treafury. Cupruli's integrity wot^ld not fufFer 

' him to follow a method (q iniquitous and< pernicious tothe^ 
^npire. He paid the troops regularly out of the treafury, 
and fell a iacrrfice to his honefty. The grand fignior. re^. 
proacbed him with preferring the interefi of the fubjed to. 
that of the emperor. ^^ Ghmrlauli>^ faid he, could, find otber.^ 
•' means to pay. my armies%" To which the grand, vizir* 
anfwered : ^^ Thefe, Sir, were means to which I am proud 
•* of being a firangcr." This noble r^eply wrought his fall ; 
he did not lofe his head, but he was immediately ba- 
l^iifaed JO Negr&p0n^ and Edtagi Mahomet raifed to the poft. 
pf grand vjzir. 

. When this miniver came to the helm of government, 
lie found the Swedijh inliereil prevailed in the feraglio, aodt 
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JUvolufi' thai the inflexible averfion of CupruU to a war with Ruffia^ 

mu at the and the czar's money, alone had hitherto retarded an open 

Porte, in rupture with the court of Mofcow. The grand fignior^ in- 

eoi^' fluenced by his mother the fultana Valide^ the kiflar aga 

fueM if chief of the black eunuch?, and a number of other favourites, 

^^V^ the IjjiJ determined upon avengin? the quarrel of die king of 

Turks -*- Sweden. His firft order to Baltagi Mahomet was, that he 

f ^^ .fliould fall, with 200,000 men, upon the Mufcovttes. The 

^^^ vizir declared he would obey ; but profeffed, at the fame 

time, his ignorance of the art of war, and his dif- 

like to the meafure. Th^ Ruffian ambaflador was confined 

in the caftle of the Seven Towers ; the chamof Cri»i Tartary 

had orders to take the field with 40,000 of his men. He 

had been gained over by the reputation and prefents of the 

king of Sweden^ and now he obtained leave from the Parte 

to afiemble his znaf at Bender^ that Charles might be an 

eye-witnefs the war was undertaken tipon his account* 

This favourable difpoHtion of the Porte was the more ne- 

ceflary, as the czar was carrying on a briik war in Livmioj 

where he had for feveral months laid clofe ftege to Riga^ 

the Swedes being in no condition to attempt the relief of the 

place. He now was forced, upon the news of the TurUJh 

preparations,' to withdraw the greater part of his army, and 

turn the fiege into a blockade. At the head of 24,000 men 

the czar entered Moldaviay where he was joined by Cante^ 

fhirj prince of that country, and a Vaflal of the Porte^ The 

vizir marched againft him with a prodigious army. Only 

« river divided the Turks add RuJJiansj ahd the czar negleded 

to difpute the enemy's paflage. In a word, he was betrayed 

Into the fame errors committed by the king of Sweden at 

pubowoy and the coniequence was almoft as fatal. His ufual 

prudence forfook him. He was cooped up by the Turks and 

Tartars^ diftrefled for provifion, continually harrailed, and 

without the poflibility of extricating himfeif, except by a 

miracle. '' I am at laft, fays he, in as bad a plight as my 

^' brother Charles was at PultowaJ* Imagining that all was 

loft without a defperate effort, Peter had given orders for 

breaking through the enemy, with fixed bayonets on the 

muzzles of their mufkets ; but the emaciated, fpiritlefs, and 

-^ defponding troops were little difpofed to execute the czar's 

A. JJ. vigorous refolutions. All the baggage was ordered to be 

tU'^' burnt, and every thing prepared for the intended attack, 

^ ^^r when Catberiney wife to the czar, fet on foot a treaty with 

arm ha ^^ vizir, without the czar's knowledge, foon obtained his 

petujt* confent, figned the peace in the'fpace of fix hours, and 

thereby probably faved the Rujfum army, and prolonged the 

exile 
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exile of his Swedijh majefty*^. Tbis was an exceeding 
mafterly ftroke, on which we Ihall have occafion to enlaige 
when we come to the hiftory of the Rufftan empire. 

It was obvious that the tceaty in agitation would prove 
fatal to the affairs ofSivedtn ; it was therefore violently op- 

Sofed by PonijcUpJil^ whofe remonftrances were feconded 
y the cham.of Tartary^ fenfible that by a peace he ihould be 
deprived of the expected plunder. Pomattfici had made the 
king of SfXfeden acquainted with the fituation of both armies^ 
and he was hurrying from Bender with the pleafing hopes of 
fighting the .£i^;75,; and; taking ample vengeance. .But he 
arrived too late ; the treaty' was iigned, the vizir thinking 
it fufficient that he had concluded a peace very advantageous 
to the grand fignior. All that was ftipulated , in behalf, of s 
Charles was, that the czar ihould not obttru& the king's re- 
turn to Sweden. By the time . Charles arrived, the czar was 
drawing oiF his half-famifhed troops. > He had rode poft 
above fifty leagues, and alighted at Pomatojki's tent, who 
received him with a countenance which boded no agreeable 
intelligence. Being informed of the treaty, his majefty 
went in a rage to the vizir's tent, and bitterly reproached 
hikn« with ti'eachery ; but recolleding himfelf, propp&d a 
method of repairing the fault, which b^ing rejedUd, he re- 
turned, full of indignation, to Bender ^ after having, by the 
grofleft affronts, fliewn his contempt for the vizir ^ 

This gratified the violence of the king's fpirit, but it con- The Ht^ 
tributed nothing to the intereft of Sweden. The vizir la- <'«««'' ^ 
boiured to execute the articles of the late treaty; and the f^'^"'' 
czar, apprehending, that the fultan would objed to ratify '™ '«^ 
i^hat his minifter had engaged, kept J/oph in his own ^ ^# 
hands until the ratifications were exchanged, and the king-''^f*f 
of Sweden had quitted the Turkijh dominions. Without in- ' 

forming himfelf, whether Charles was difpofed to return 
through Germany^ Mahomet Baltagi fent an ambafly to the 
court of Vienna, demanding a free, fafe, and honourable 
pafiage for the king of Sweden ; and having obtained it, he 
propofed to that prince, either to pafs through Poland, efcort- 
cd by 8000 7«rib ; or take the rout of Germany, where he 
ihould be received with all the honours due to fo great a 
monarch. To this double propofitio;n the kit>g anlwered, 
that he would not accept of a fmaller efcort than the grand 
fignior had firft promifed him : this, he faid, was all he in<- 
tended to reply i which fo incenfed the vizir^ that hede- 

• Id. ibid. Fabric Lett. 8, 9. ^ Volt. lib. r. 

JPvFPiND. lib. vii. 
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termincd to earertall his authority in prevailing on theiiil- 
tan*tQ ftemove the king out of his dominions. The feit^f- 
quier of StnJar was diref^ed to wait upon the king in pti^ 
/bn, to repeat the propofal, • and to intimate that ^dolencc 
would be offered ihouid he continue obitinate. £ut i^e- 
naces could never operate with CA^r&x ; the mordent they 
Were hinted he took fire, and gave orders to his atten- 
dants to oppofs force by force. At the fame timohe.gavc 
«}Otice to the ferafquier, that if he ventured to" propofe any 
conditions injurious to his honour, he would have him im- 
mediately hanged up at the door of his tent. Senfible that 
the kingV ftay at Bender was only to ruin him, the vizir 
ordered all his di (patches to Con/hniinople to be intercepted, 
retrenched his allowance, in order to oblige Inm throi^h 
neceility to remove his quarters, and took every 'orhernic- 
' thod to make Charles weary of his fituation, and willing' to 
accept the terms upon which he was to be'reftored to his own 
dominions ; but this, inftead of producing the tSc&^ only 
made the king more expenfive. He built a kind of caftlefor 
his refidence, furniflied it magnificently i and hearing dutt 
the Porte had (hortened his allowance, told the ftewardof 
the houfbold, ** You have had but two tables hitherto $ I 
*« now command you to keep four (A)". 

Meantime Poniatojki^ who flill refided in the ^urUJh 
camp) wrote a journal of the tranfa£lions at Pruthy wbeeein 

(A) This circamftance both hand, and pafitd amxng tbe 

Motritye and Vokairt -mentioDy l^urh for a ChrifiiaA pra^er- 

biit ic is omitted by the baron book. In this manner be made 

F^iciusi ^^^ tl^en attended his way to Conftat^inefle, de* 

the king's court. He however livered his di4>atches to die 

faysy that the Sivedej were re- ^nuedijh minifter, but was kfs 

duced to foch difficulties, as o- fucceisful in borrowing moxiey 

bilged them to borrow at 40 than he expefled. Howeveri 

fer cent, fifom the officers, do- he prevailed on fome perfonsto 

mefticks aiid janifTaries* who advance money, and recdVcd 

' had grown rich by Charles^ li- from Cooke^ an Englijh mer- 

berality. Even thefe fupplies chant, totheamount of 5oebA 

> were exhaofled when Morraye which * that gentleman g<fte- 

the traveller arrived at the rouily oflered to entrnftinihe 

-king's court, and oiFered, oat handsof anunfortiniace.pnice, 

of refped for the monarch, to who would furely. reward ioBi 

go through all the Jnrkijh., as fbon as it was- in his power; 

^ guards, to borrow money, in^ with which fuppli<^ he. retox^ 

the king's name, at Conftanti- to Charles^ juft as the Htde 

nople. The true design was, to court was reduced* to the citiMil 

convey letters, which he put into neccffity. Fid. Motr^ff Xr09* 

m pockct-book> carried in his Foh. Fabric. Lett. 
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' *he iaccufed the viair of treachery ^hd cowardice. Thfe he Akoiher' 
^ found means to prefent, by th^ hands of an old janiffiry and re^ovkni^ 
I; the Snjoidijb xtfi^^nt.^ to the grand fignior. He then rfepaired ^ ^f>s 
[ to the Porte ^ to forward the intrigues which fucceed^d, but ^^^^^* 
;' ^ in i manner different from what was expe^cd. The late 
vjzir ChourlguU had formed a proje<a to d^pofe fult^n Jch* 
met. He wanted to engage Mahcmet Baltn^i m this fcheme, 
[" knowing that his prefent fituation was tickhlh s. The confpi- 
racy was di(covered, Chourlouli and his accomplices were be- 
headed, and' the vizir Mahomet Baiiagi dtpokd^ notwith- 
"ftanding he had never embraced the ofFers of the con- 
^irators, 

A NEW fcene was now opened at Conftaniinople. The 
grand vizir Jufuff^ who fucceeded, was by birth ^ Mufco- 
nnte^ and confequently prejudiced in favour of his country- 
men. The czar*$ ambafladors were better treated than 
ever, the peace of Pruth was confirmed, but the ufLfal 
" remittances were renewed to the court at Bender {B). The 
'^ F/ench ambaffador fupported the intereft of the court of 
Sweden^ while the imperial minifter favoured the views of 
the court of Mofcow. The Englijh and Dutch aflbmed the 
'^ appearance of an exad neutrality; but in fail the new 
channel of trade which the czar opened at Peterjhurgh^ biailbd 
" them in his favour. Neither indeed had they any confidet- 
" able irifluence, whatever Voltaire^ and fome other^ memorr- 
" fVriters, may aflert. It was the vizir's own inclinations, 
* znd the policy of the divan, that dictated every measure at the 
Othoman cGMTt. Every riew vizir readily perceivpd the dif- 
' ficulty of retaining his employment, or of keeping the ad- 
vantageous peace with Ruffia^ while the Swedijh monarch 
' continued in the TurJdjh dominions ; the great objeft there- 
Tore of all tjieir projefts was, to remove him, and prevail 
upon him to return to Sweden^ in a manner extremely ho- 
' nourable'to himfelf, but lefs dangerous to the Pi?r/^ than at 
the head of a numerous army, as he always propofed and 
' demanded. To efFeft this the fultan was prevailed on by 
the vizir to fend the king the following letter ; .which, Oa 
' account of its peculiarity, we ihall beg leave to tranfcribe 
from M. de Voltaire. 

s Fabr. lect. 10. MoTR. Trav. paffin. 

» 

(B) Ab inundation of the ri- refidence are beft known by the 
wtr Nitfler had obliged Charles formerappcUation, wehavccon- 
^ to removiB from Bender to fFar- tinned it, without paj^ing regard 
" Mtka ; however, as his CQurtand to fo trivial a circumfltnce. 

" Most 
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Croud << Most p$werful among the monarchs who wwfinp %/iK^f 

figmm^t «« avenger of wrongs and injuries^ proU^or of rigbu in 

^^^ ^ •* the kingdoms and republics of fouth and north ; briBiant 

Vn'^ " '" ^S/^> ^^ ^f honour andghrj^ andofour fubUme 

^** ** Porte, Charles king of Sweden, wbofe undertaJdngs nwf 

*• the Abmghty crown witbfuuefs. 
** As foon as the moft illuftrious Adnnet fhall have the 
'^ honour to deliver you this letter, adorned with ouriinpe-* 
<' rial fignet, be perfuaded of the truth and iincerity of our 

• *^ intentions therein contained \ viz. that notwithftanding 
. << our defign was to lend our ever-vi£lorious army a fecond 

'^ timeagainft the czar; yet that prince, to avoid our juft 

• ^* refentment at his delaying the execution of the treaty 
^ concluded on the banks of t\it.Prutb^ and ratified at our 

• ** fublime Porte^ having furrendered into our hands the city 
*^ and caftle of Jfiph^ and having endeavoured, by the me- 
*^ diation of the knglijh and DutA ambafiadors, our antient 
^' allies, to cultivate a lafting peace with us, we have grant- 
^^ ed his requeft, and delivered to his plenipotentiaries, who 

remain with us as hoftages, our imperial ratification, 
having firft received his from their hands. We have given 
our inviolable and falutary commands to the honourable 
^* and valiant Dehet Gherai^ kan of Bondgiak^ in Crim Tar* 
^* tary^ Noghai and Circaffia, and to I/hmael^ our iage coun- 
*' fellor, and noble ferafquier of iS^»i^ (whom God pre- 
^' ferve, and augment their magnificence and wifdom) for 
^^ your' return through Poland^ according to your firft de- 
*' fign, which has again been reprefented to us in your 
*^ name. You muft, therefore, prepare to fet forward by 
'* the next winter, under the diredtion of Providence, and 
*^ with our honourable guard, in order to return to your 
*' own dominions, taking care to pafs through Poland in a 
f ' peaceable and friendly manner. You ihall be provided 
** with every necefTary for your journey, by my fublime 
** Porte^ as well money as men, horfes and waggons. But 
.*' we advife and expeS you, above all things, to give the 
^< fulleft and moft exprefs orders to all the Swedes^ and (ither 
** foldiers in your retinue, not to make fpoil, or havock, 
^' or commit any other adion, that may tend, either dire^- 
** ly or indiredly, to break this peace and alliance. Hereby 
« you will preferve our good will, of which we fhall en- 
^^ deavour to give you as ftrong and frequent teftimonies as 
•* we ibail have opportunity.' The trbops deftined to at- 
^' tend you, ihall receive orders agreeable to our imperial 
*^ intentions in this particular. Given at our fublime Porte 

« of 
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^ df OafHj^antimitTe^ At t4th af the mon^ Mdgkl Bi&^df^ 
«« T124/* 

THotXGH this letter evinced tbe grand figmor*8 intent 
ttons, it did not deftroy the king's hopes. He anfwered, 
that he was ready to fee out on his return to Swidm: he ae« 
knowledged the favours received from the fultan ; but added, 
that he hoped his fublitae higbnefs would conlKier tbe confer 
CjuMces of his pai&ng, with a flight guard, through a king* 
doni over-run with RuJJkns^. 

Mean time the allies, alarmed at tbe regency of SukM^ 
refufal to accept the propofed neutrality, determined to enter 
i^Km fuch meafures as ifaould force them to compliance. 
The Rusjians had already made themfelves mafters of SigH^ 
tile garrifohof which had capitulated in the fpring of the pre**^ 
ceding year. They were allowed all the honours of war, and 
tbe Kusfian general confented that they ibould be tranfported 
to Sweaen ; but die czar refufed to ratify this agreement, and 
ordorcd all tbe Swedes to be arretted, giving for a reafon^ that 
his envoy was confined a prifoner at Stockholm* Since the 
raiu£tion of Riga^ the czar's forces made themfelves- matters 
of fort Dunnamonde, of the town of Wtburg^ of Pemau^ 
RiVely and other places, and at laft of all Livonia and Fin^ 
land. Sweden^ though her king was a prifoner, her provinces 
a prey, and her frontiers furrounded by falfe friends and de^ 
clared ei^mies, did not lofe courage. The latevi6kory iti 
Sibonen raffed the drooping fpirits of tbe people, and the 
geiierous jarropofal of the Dalecarlians^ "who hearing that their 
king wa^ detained a prifoner in Tartary^ offered to march in 
a body of 20,000 men to his relief, infufed a nobte emula- 
latton^ which ialone faved the kingdom at this critical junc- 
ture. Poland^ Denmark^ and Ruffiay were uniting in f&ider Treaty be* 
bonds of amity. They apprehended, that fhould Charles ^'^^^ ^^' 
return to his dominions, he would foon efFeA a change in ^2^^ ^^, 
the face of affairs, and by his vigour and courage regain, ^^f*"'^ 
with repeated vidories, what he loft, by one defeat, at Pul- f^ • ^ 
itfwa. It was, perhaps, the mbft imprudent refolution which 
Charki ever purfued, to perlift obftinatdy in refiding m 
Canary ^ beeaufe he could not return at the head of an 
•Tdny through Paland^ again embroil that kingdom, ind a 
feCbild time dethrone Augujlus. Before the new treaties 
foirnyed between the three above northern powers, the affairs 
of Sweden were not fo defperate as to baffle all remedies. 
Now, indeed, tbe czar had undertaken to defend the fron- 
tier and to cover Caminiei^ while Auguftus^ in concert 

^ Volt. lib. v. 
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with the king of Dmrnati^ ihould imwit Swidtjh Penunhnm* 
The army deftined to wreft this province from Sweden a-> 
mounted to 46,000 men, Polssy- Ddnes^ and RM^ffians^ 
Previous,, however, to their irruption into the province, the 
two king's publiflied each a manifefto, dectahng their rea- 
jfons for this meafure, and difguifing, in the b^ft manber 
they could, a violence didated purely by the fpirit of am- 
bition .and refentment. Frederic alledged felf-defence, and 
that he was urged to the invafion of Pomerama^ to break a 
Stotm which hefaw gathering in Sweden^ and pointed againft 
his dominions. Hepromifed the inhabitants full fecurity in 
their lives, liberties, and pofleffions, provided^hey remained 
\n their houfes, employed in their feveral occupations, and 
yielding perfe^ obedience to bis government. On the con- 
trary, if they offered to oppofe bis army, or any way aid or 
affift the Swedesy he threatened they (hould feel all the 
horrors of war, and the weight of his juft refentment, their 
country (hould be turned into a defert, and their rivers 
Ibould flow with blood ^ 

How£VER fpecioufly the £>amjh monarch might have 
glofled. over the true motives of his conduct, all the world 
faw the abfurdity of pretending that he was threatened by a 
ftorm from Sweden^ in its prefent unfortunate circumftamrcs. 
The Pomeranians were not deceived ; the king's manifefto 
inade not the leaft impreffion i they loved, iidmired, and pitied 
their monarch, and were too fteady in their allegiance to 
withdraw, upon account of the terrible menaces denounced* 
As to the manifefto publifhed by Juguftus king of Pobmd^ 
from his. camp at Strelitx^ it was /ounded upon die £une 
principles of conduct, but had much more the appearance 
of equity. He had been dethroned by Cbarlesy his crown 
bad been given away to another perfon, apd all the wealth 
of his ele(5orate of Saxony carried away by the Swedijh army 
into Rujfia^ and loft by Charles at the battl.e of Puitcwa, His 
refentment was juft, and the ftri6left probity muft allow, 
that the worft effeds of his vengeance could fcarcely leta* 
liate the injuries he had fuftained. Had he openly avowed 
thefe motives, the world would have believed, and acquitted 
him ; but he chofe to declare, that he was, aduated by othersj^ 
rt-» . which, indeed, had no foundation in truth. With him too 
t\t^£?o- ^^ ^^^^ felf-defence, and the defire of preferving the peace, 
^nd preventing the flames of war from fpreading over G^- 
manyj that occafioned his invafipn of Swedijh Pomerania^ 
He aiTerted, in abiguous terms, that Sweden was on thepoipt 

} Parth. torn. if. p. 7* 
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of declaring war iigaihft the princes, who t»d guaranteed 
.the neutrality of the German provinces, though he did not 
.think fit to fpecify the particular infra£tions of that neutra« 
lity. In a word, the cunning, the labour, and art fo^^rUc* 
ing in this piece, nuade it extremely obvious, that jibigufiut 
wanted only to colour over an enterprife, which could iiot 
but be regarded as a violation of the peace of Weftphaliaj and 
- the fubfequent treaties, formed to fecure thp repoie of the ' 

empire* 

These manifeftos being diiperfed, the two allied kings 
Immediately commenced hoftilities^ AuguTtus by feizins 
iipon Troptow^ a little town in Swedijb Ponuraniai ana 
i^r^^^ir, by an unfuccefsful attempt on i>£»77^^/^». It was 

. xieceflary to attack the place in form ; the Swedijb garrifon 
kept, up an inceflant fire ; but finding that the Danes had 
drained the furrounding morafles, in which confifted their 
chief fecurity^^ they retired to &rtf^»^/ with all their eiFeds, 
leaving nothii^g befides the walls, half demolifiied, to the 
conquerors. 

STRALSXJND was well provided for a vigorous dc- Andla^ 
fence ; befides a confiderable garrifon, there was a body offruitlejs 
Swe£Jh troops encamped under the walls, and another \tii)it^ge to 
\SLfi qi Rugen^ to maintain the communication : yet did the ^^f*^^* 
confederate kijngs venture to lay fiegie tp this city, detaching, 

. at the fame time, fix thoufand Danes to blodc up tpjfmar. 
At this very time Copenhagen was aflided with a peftilehce, 
which fome of the clergy ventured to pronounce from the 
pulpit, to be a piinilhment on the kinjgdoni for the unjuft 
war carrying on againft 5«;/^/7. Fre£ricy however, perfe- 
vered, but made little progrefs in the fiege of ^tralfundy on 
account of the vigorous fallies of the garrifon, and the 
icarcity of battering artillery. The befiegers relied upon 
having every neceflary by lea from. Copenhagen; however, 

^their cannon had been fo long coming, that they became the 

'ridicule of the Swedt/h garrifon. At laft mortars, battering 
cannon, and every neceflary. arrived ^ but the feafon was fo 
far advanced, that the befiegers were forced to fatisfy them- 
felves with levying contributions on the furrbunding country, 
and {urpxiCmg Penamundaf a fort in the neighbourhood of 
Gripfwald. The czar had reinforced the allies with 10,000 
Rujpans^ under general Bauer ; but this did not in the leaft 

-accelerate their conquefls, as the Swedes received a reinforce- 

' ment nearly equal, and obliged them to abandpn all hopes 

• of reducing 5/r^^«i5?. 

Ashamed of going into winter-quarters, with fo nume^ 
rous an iiirmy) without having gained amy confiderable ad" 

D d 2 vantage. 



?ant^9 the kings turned their arms againft W^fmaf^ tfitf 
garrifon of which place had almoft been ruined foy the tm-« 
{prudence of the governor. He had iailied out upon the eiteon^ 
on their firft arrival With sreatfuccefs : encouraged by which, 
lie hazarded a fecond fally, at the head of ahnoft the whole 
garrifon, and had the mortification to be repnlfed, with the 
lofs of near half his foldiers. This error he repaired by ht& 
future condufi, which proved b circumfpeft, fleady, and 
vigprQus, that the two monatchs, feeing no profpeA of ftic^ 
C£^, retired with their forces, the one going to Copenhagen^ 
. the other to Dnjim^ while the Ruffiqns kept Sutin blocked 

A. U4 The difappointinent which the i><»!;^ monarch had met 
1 7 1 2. with in this irruption into Pom^amuy and the terrible havock 
king of which diieafe and famine had made in tris army, obliged him 
peninark to lay afide all thoughts of returning. He had Iot: above 
invades ^ooc borfcs for want of forage, and the infantry bad fuifer* 
the duchy ^j nearly iti the fame proportion. He therefore determined 
^J^^^' tQ have his revenge on Brenm^ a duchy pofleii^d by Sweden 
fince the reign ofiSttJiavus Adolphus, and which had hither- 
to, in the whole courfe of the war, enjoyed a Arid neutra- 
lity. . He alledged j in apology for this infraction, chat a 
Swedijh fquadron had, in the month of Augu/i the preceding 
year, feizef], in the river Elbe^ upon four Norwegian veflete, 
which they ranfooied at 24,400 livres. This was a viola-* 
tion of the neutrality, which he declared he had a right to 
2n)itate. Accordiji^iy he feized about thirty fmall S%ve£Jb 
vefTels, which lay inf the Ehe^ and fent a fmafl fquadron to 
cruife at the mouth of the river^ The Swedes fubmitted the 
capture of the ^prfv^'^/i7/zi to estamkiation. Upon trial it 
was found, they had been taken beyond thelimits of the river, 
in the open fea ; accordingly the affair was accommodated 
between the generals Kraffau and Schoken, 

PRE D ERIC had now loft his handle for proceeding 
againft the duchy o^ Bremen ; but he refolved to find another, 
and not drop bis defign, which was no longer doubted, after 
a manifefto, which he publiihed, in the month of Jutf, 
Here he fee forth, that the king of Sweden^ refufal to fubmSt 
to the neutraKty projected at the Hague, plainly indicated 
his intentions pf carrying the war. into his Danifl) majefiy's 
dominions fituated in Germany, That the mhabitants of 
Bremen had difturbed the Danijh commerce on the E&i-y 
, and that, to redrefs his grievances^ the king of Denmark bad 
refolved to march his army into that duchy. He exhorted 

"> Idcikr. ibid. Pupvekd. lib. vii. torn. vii. 
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Ib^inliabitanls to fubmitrandfecurethemfelves and effefb,- 
by taking an o^h of allegiance to his crowrn* He forbid 
them to quit their habitations, or to remove out of the way 
f<^^%^9 provlGoa^ and the fu{lenance for his army, under 
the ume p^nak^& denounced againfl the Psmiranians. la 
vain did the neighbouring princes remind lun^ of the treatiea 
of Wefiphdia^ mi the fubfeqiien^ ^treaties of neutrality ; 
Fre4mc paired the Elbe^ and laid fiege to Stade^ the ftrongeft 
town pofle'f}ed by die B/widef in Bremsfu By the middle of 
Afignfi the trenches were opened^, and the batteries {Jayed 
vigoroufly ; while the befi^ed maintained a furious fire from 
the mouths of two hundred |Heces of cannon. The Z>a7tes 
p0r<:tfiving that their battering cannon produced no ef&^, 
cr^^d two batteries of fix large mortars each, with which 
th^ bombarded, and foon laid the tbovn in aihes. But what 
obliged the garrifon to furrender, was, the lofs of their pow- gtade 
der oiagRzine, which blew up with fuch a terrible explofion, taie„ fy 
99 fliook the houfes off their foundations^ Frederic being in the Danen 
poiTeffion of this important place, found no difficulty in re<^ 
ducihg all the reft- of the d uchy oif Bremen and Verien^ The 
Swe/Sfi forces were con{iderable> and few of the towns capa- 
ble of making any refiftance, fo that the Danijh conquefts 
gave them very little more trouble than- traverfing die ^ 
Cpuntry. 

It was otherwife with Wifmar^ the blockade of which 
towA was formed by general Ranizauj who was perpetually 
JiarralTed^by a flying party of Swedesy under colonel BaffkvitZp 
At the fame time Steenboek drew together all the forces he 
could coUed in the neighbourhood of Stralfund and Rugen^ 
^ndfmarchedy with the utmoft fecrecy, towards Damgart^Ti^ 
King Sianijlaus ferved as a volunteer in this expedition. The 
army, amounting to 17,000 horfe, foot, and dragoons, fur*^ 
prifed Rofioek i in which leaving a garrifon of two regiments^ . 
he pusfued his march, with intention to attack the Sax$a 
ar^ny before Gu/iraw; but finding they Were fuperior in 
numbers, he remained for ten days ina£live, in expe<Station 
of reinf<H*cements from Sweden, For the fame reafons, the 
ejtiemy did not think proper to attack him, until they could 
be joined by the Danijh army aflembling in Holjtein^ The 
circumftances determined both parties to agree upon an 
armiftice for five days ; but this compaft was broke by the 
Danes on the third day, who, entering Medlenf/urgh^ attack- 
ed a body of Swedes that efcorted a convqy of provifions 
from Lubec, They were, however, repulfed with lofs, and 
fuffered the juft punifhment of their perfidy. Nor were the 
Faxons and JtuJ^ns more tenacious of their word* They 
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fetzed upon feveral pofts, and made difpoudons to furrdupff 
the StoeSfl) army ; but nothing could induce Steerihoet to re? 
nounce the treaty of armiftice. He waited patiently to the 
laft day, then broke down the bridges over the Wsmauy and 
advanced towards the Panijb army, by a forced march, over 
broken roads, morafles, and through defiles covered with 
Steen* wood. In paffine tht great de$le cabled UlUnkrogj which 
bocfe he ima|;ined would be difputed by the enemy, he drew up 
f^m a his army in four columns, and mace fo mafterly a difpofition^ 
mmoratk that the Danes retreated with precipitation, though they 
wiSwy' might eafily have maintained their ground againft greatly fu- 
n^tht perior forces. - Steenioei having overcome this difficulty^ 
jV vi^^out exchanging a (hot, halted for the night to refrem 
andbiX" jjjg army, and kept ftrifl: watch, to prevent being furprifcd. 
*** In the morning he found that the enemy were pofted on aii 

eminence, with a deep morafs in front, the river Gaudebufl^ 
on the left, and a thick wood on the right. This fituaiion 
appeared inacceffible ; but SUenhoek determined to overcome 
every difficulty, and the troops were fo earneft to come to 
blows, that he thought it advifable to profit by their ardor. 
His intention was to attack the enemy in front, for which 
'purpofe he ordered forty-two pieces of cannon to advance, 
while he drew up his army in a manner that ba9 been ad- 
mired by the greateft generals in Europe. To fupport the 
artillery, which began to play furioufly by break of day, 
feven oattalions advanced under the condud of the major- 
generals Patkul and Ekeblad. They were followed by a co- 
lumn compofed of fix battalions, under their feveral colonels. 
Two regiments of the battalion of Oftrogothi were pofted 
on the right ; and in the left, were two battalions of the regi- 
ment of ^^i^/, and a battalion of jDtf&ciir/i(7;7j. To fupport 
each flank, and cover \i from the enemy's cavalry, a fmall 
column of infantry, Ranked by a confiderable body of horfe, 
was pofted \ and the cavalry, in general, had directions to 
attend the infantry, in croffihg the mora's, in two columns, 
2Uid to gain firm ground on each wing, with all poffible ex- 
.pedition. The word of battle was given, " Wijth God's 
** affiftance j" and twtrw part of the general's orders were 
punduaUy executed. Never did troops march up in the face 
of ail enemy, an^ of a vaft train of artillery pouring out 
deftrudion, with more gallantry and fuccefs ; and our au- 
thors relate, that Suenboei had now made the firift trial of 
an invention, for loading with more than common expedi- 
tion. The infantry marched up, with their mufquets 
ihouldered, within fifteen paces of the ciicmy, and there 
gave fo well levelled and general a fire, that . the 'Dmes fell 
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bilck in dilbrder. At the fame time, the cavalry on the right 
having fubdued all the difficulties of the morafs, fell upon 
the enemies left, and defeated their ckvalry ; 'nor was the 
left wing more backward ; it cut a way through a thick wood, 
iuftained all the rage of the enemies fire at a diftance, and 
came Co a clofe engagement with bayonets Axed. Several 
battalions funk under the enemies fuperiority, retreated^ 
rallied, and returned with redoubled vigour to the charge; 
All the efForts of the Danijh cavalry to break the- columnf 
of the horfe and foot in each flank, proved fruitlefs; they 
were beaten ofF as often as they attacked. At laft the , 
Swedes got tp thp height of the eminence) here the fight 
became obftinate for the fpace of an hour, when the enemy 
yielded to the obftinacy of the Swedes. The village of fFa- 
ken/iein was forced, and three battalions of the enemy werd 
cvtin pieces. After, this the rout became general, the 
Danes every where fled', and the Swedes put them without 
mercy to the fword. They rallied, indeed, and be*^ 
haved with great intrepidity, but were at length forced" t<f 
throw down their arms and heg quarter. Near 7000 were 
killed and taken, almoft ail the artillery fell into the bandar 
pf the Sv^edesj and Sieenboek^ befides the advantages confe-^ 
quent on the victory, gained immortal glory ^. 

While the Stt/^^^f were gathering laurels in the northern The king^s 
frontiers of Germany^ their king was reduced to great Ax^^fituation 
culties at Bender^ having tired the patience and liberality of ^^^"^Vt 
the Ottoman court, by his ilubborn and very peculiar hu^ 
mour. Charles would return in his own way, or deter- 
mined to remain an exile with a people heartily wearied cS 
their iroyal gueft. The revolutions in the Turktfl) miniftry 
.brought him no kind of advantage, the new vizir Cmmmrgr 
having planned other more advantageous fchemes than that 
of quarrelling with the czar, and conquering defert coun^ 
tries. Voltaire affirms upon good authority, that he had 
projefled an attack upon the Morea^ and other dominions of 
the Venetian rq)ublic. The mufti, who was the vi«ir'ar 
creature, entered into his views.- While the young favou-: 
rite had refolvcd upon a war with Ruffia^ the mufti confer 
crated his determination,' and declared it agreeable to the 
will of the prophet ; as foon as Coumourgi changed his mind, 
the mufti more accurately examined the book of all know-?: 
ledge, and declared he had been miftaken in his former fanQ-* 
tion. Thus the army was fcarce raifed againft the caiar, 
wh^n the peace was renewed. In every coniir.riation of th« 

^ PtiFFEND. torn. vii. lib. vii^ 
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tMllift' hetwtiMi the Perte an4 the court pf Mrfrnv^ lism t^ 
0Mval of the king of Swedm become an article^ Poland uti 
Rujffia both confenting . not to -moleft him i|i fiis pafii^ 
through the repuUic.' The remonflx^nces which Viarin 
feiit to the fiiltan's letter^ availed nothing ; the knkfaitk 
of Binder yizA orders again to acquaint him with the ua* 
IBOveable refoludon of the Porte ; to which the king made 
Sio odier anfwer. th^ that Jcbmef had ftomi&d hm as 
army^ and not a guard «. 

Such was the tickliCh fituatiQn of this monarch when h^ 
aoiade difcovery of a corre^ndence carried oit between king 
jtttgufitti and the ehsun of Tartary^ the^objed of which, thcii^ 
was reafon to believe,'Was to b^traj him to the Saxanu 
Count Sapieba*s defertion at this jundure, to the kiog of 
PiHandy flrengtbened the fufpicion. This confirmed ChariA 
in. his refolution to gain time, and procrafiinate his jourixnr« 
When the ferafquier again waited upta him^ preffing \am^ 
in the moft obfequious rpanner to fix the day of his dcpar^ 
tttre, Charles replied, that he could mt think of ftirrri^ be<i 
fere his debts were paid. The ferafquier aficed what fum 
Vtould be necefiary for that purpofe, and the king relied, a 
ah)Ou£ind purfes: upon which thehaihaw wrote to cbuitf 
and twelve hundred purfes were feht for the ufe of the 
SweSJb monarch, with a letter from the fultan, direided to 
the ferafquier, to the fame tSt& as that we have quoted to 
the kins, only that he was ftri^ly charged not to deliver the 
purfes before CharUs had adually began his journey. Pf e^ 
vious to. the arrival of this letter and remittance, the king d 
Bwiden had fent complaints to the Porte^ of the tceachery g€ 
die cham of Tariaryy however, his letter . never c^cne intxi 
tiie fnltan*s hands; it was intercepted by the vizir ; aitdtto 
French minifter, who a£led as agent, for the king of Stvs^etfy 
' was forbid coming to JdriampJe p. 

As foon as the king had notice that the treafure wasar-o 
riyed, he fent his favourite and treafurer. Grcthufeny to de* 
' Siand it oftheferafi)uier, whorefufed.it, aliedging, that the 

fultan's orders were, it Ihould not be delivered 'before the 
king's departure, and, according to the continuator of Puf'^ 
feni&rf^ upon the following conditions j that the king and. all 
his retinue ihould be a<9:ually upon their journey ; that he 
flv>uld pafs through Poland quietly, without eKciting thc^ 
people to revolts and tumults, and that he fhould folemnly 
Promife not to affift Stanijlaus in regaining the crown,. and 
jeave the republic oi Poland the liberty of a free eleifHon, in 

• Volt. lib. vi. p PtrTFEWD. et Volt, ia locis citat. 
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pitt tfiie people fhodd happen to diftike the reti^iitng mo* 
aarch. All this Gratbufm proaiifed in the king's name, 
iund pi^vailed. on the ferafquier td part witfh the twelve 
hundred par&« againft the exptefs oraers of bU ievereign^ 
CbarUs was not long in pofiefton of the treafure, bef^g^re he 
iquandered it away in prefents, rewards, and gratifications, 
which rediic^ bim to the neceffity of demanding a thoufand 
SKM-e purfes. The demand aftonifhed and coi^^nded the 
jbrafquieri he ihed tears, and then curnin^ lo ^^ king, 
^d. fai|n hi;s head would b^ the forfeit of pacing obliged 
bim with the money, <:ontrary to the orders ^ the fultan. 
He then ad|uainted the cham oiTartarj^ with the kingV re^ 
iblatton aot to depart, before he was gratified with another 
^ou&nd ptsrfes, apd both wrote to the Psrie to clear their 
owfi condo^, prptefting they parted with the money upon 
the Idng^s moft folemn promife to be gone ittimediately. A. D. 
The kir^ too offered to make an excufe ^r ehem 1 but the ^7 13* 
hafliaw's anfwer was;, that his. mafter knew how to pum&ji 
^ut ttot to pardon diibbedi^ice. 

Th&jlkis foQsething ib mean, fo little, and unaccount- ert i^ 
s^le, inr tit» whole conduct of the king of Swidm upon t4iis ^^{.^ 
JEXxrafipn^ tlux barely to recite fe<2:s is to expofe him, and V^^faTfl^. 
ftew tiuit' iac * wa$ not really the ' hero ho appeared, quit the 
The feralqiuer had conduiSted himfelf with t-he utmoft po- Tarkiih 
litenefs^ and moft refpe£tful regard, which Chariis returned dominions. 
]>y putting him in danger of an ignominious death. I'be 
Jp0rtefaa4 afforded hina the moft generous proteSion and fup- 
port for above the (pace c^ three years ; 'he now forgot ai]% 
grew exorbitaqt in tvis demands, and obliged ti[)e fiiltan to 
ttfe viola:Ke in remonring (0 tfoublefome a gueft from hrs. 
dominipna. yf)ktxi the bafliaw's apology, and: Charles*^ dcf* 
inand for a thoufand more purfes^ were communicated to the 
grand i^nior, he flew into a rage, called an extraordinary 
diran, and fpoke himfelf upon the eccafion, in fuch terms 
as WQuld refle^S: honour upon the greateft chriftian monarch* 
** I fcarce, (aid he, ever knew the king of Sweden^ but by 
S^ his defeat at Pub^wa^ and the requeft he made that I 
^^ ihoiild grant him a fan£tuary in my empire. I have not, 
^' I believe, any need of his affiftance, or any caufe to love 
" or to fear him ; yet without confulting any confiderations, 
** but the hofpitalityof amufulman and my own generoiity, 
** which flteds the dew of beneficence upon the great as well 
^^ as the humble, upon ftrangers as well as my own fub- 
^* je<Ss, I have proteded, maintained, and fupported agree- 
^ ablcf to the dignity of a king, himfelf, his minifters, of- 
^ ficers,. and^ foldierst and for three years have never with-^ 
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*^ held iny hand from loading him with £ivoars. I have 
^' granted htm a very confiderabie gaard to condiu^ him tp 
^^ his own country. He has aflced for a thoufand purfes to 
*^ pay debts, though I defray all his expences ^ I have 
^' granted him Z200, and having obtained thefe^ be de- 
^' mands a thoufand more, refufing to quit my dominions 
*^ until tbefe are paid, and a ftronger guard allowed. I '] 
^^ a(k you then, whether it , be a breach of the laws of hof« 
*^ pitality,. toicnd this prince away» and whether foreign 
^^ princes can juftly tax me with crueUy or iiguftice,. in caie 
** I fhould be forced to ufc violence ?** 

Ti^is fpeech breathes a generofity^ which CharUi^^ conduA 
did not merit ; it m^t with the approbation of the divan, 
the mufti, and all the members, declaring, that the Tultaii 
might, without injury to his honour, or the laws of hofpi-* 
tality, ufe.violjE^nce, mould other methods faih The fetfa^ 
revered in Turkey as an oracle, was granted by the mufti, 
and this with the fultan's order was carried to Bender^ by 
^'^ the grand mafier of the horfe and the iirft ufher. The fe^ 

fi^gf re- j-afquier wenft immedi^ely to the king, (o acquaint him with 
/diuticn to ^jjg order, and to requeft that he would render the execution 
^£v^/ht^^^ unnecefiary ; but Charles% who. was not accuflomed to hear 
pyjwcs. jnenaces, replied, " Obey your mafter,.if ^burdare,. and 
^^ in{Untly quit my pretence,'' This enraged Ihe feraf- 
• quier, he returned to his camp, and immediately ftopped the 
king's proviiions, and removed the guard of janiflarios, 
whidi was the firft ftep towards the execution of his orders. 
He then gave notice to the Poles and Cojfads^ in the king's 
quarters, that if they wanted to.efcape the prefiure of fa^ 
mine, they m^ft leave the Sfvedifif jxionarch, and put them- 
felves under protection pf the baihaw and cbam of Tartaij. 
All obeyed, leaving the king with his domeftics to oppofe an 
army of 2O5OOO men, without provifions for a fingle day. 
However, th^ janiiiaries who revered Charles^ fupplied him 
privately in the night. At laft the royal quarters were in- 
vefted on all fides, and the king having taken the necefiary 
meafures of defence, fate down, quietly to fleep, with his fa- 
vourite Grothufen. In confequence of a conference which 
M* Fabricius had with the bafliaw and cham, it was deter- 
mined to fend a courier to Adrianoph^ for further orders, and 
to defer florming the king's quarters, until the return of the 
meflbnger. In the mean time, provi^pops were admitted as 
ijfual ; but the order arriving for putting to thefword all the 
Swedesy who (hould refift, and even the king himfelf, the 
bafliaw had the civility to (hew the. order to the Holfiiin en- 
voy, wit.h intention he (hould ufe his utmoft influence with 
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ithe obftinate monarch. Fabricius went immediately to ac-^ 
[jquaint the king, aflured him he had feen it, and reaeived 
I for anfwer, tfiat it was an impudent forgery. He fell at the 
king's feef, befought him to regard a life fo valuable to bis 
' fubjeds, footbed, intreated, and reproached, but all to no 
purpofe. "Go, fays the king, to your 9arii ; if they at- 
*< tack me, I know how to defend myfelf ;" upon which he. 
fiiewed him the fortifications he had ereded. His chaplains 
exhorted him not to expofe'to certain death his facred petv- 
fon, and the wretched remains of Pultowa ; zn&Charies told 
them, it was their bufinefs to pray for him, and not to a^* 
vife. The generals Hord and Dardorjf Satwcd him the 
(cars of wotmds received by hi^ fide; >^ i know, fays the- 
V king, that we have fought bravely together ; let us do fa 
*' again.^' lie then prepared for the affault, and feemed to* 
feel a fecret pleafure in the thoughts of -fuftaining the efFortr 
of 20,000 Turkst with no more than 300 Swides. There- 
different pofts were affigned to each of the officers, and the 
king rode from his fortifications to his houfe, prcmifing re-» 
wards to thofe whofhould diftingui(h themfelvesAi 

Mean timethe bafliaw and cham having ufed their utm^ft 
influence with the king, were preparing to obey the order 
ef the fultan. The Turks and Tartars were feen qoarching 
up with ten pieces of cannon and two mortars, with which 
they propofed battering the houfe. As they approached, 
baron Grotbufen 2tdvznccd alone, and unarmed, up to the 
line of the janifTaries, all of whom had experienced. th& 
king^s liberality. ^* Ab ! what my friends, fays he, in the- 
f^ Turkijhy are you come to mafiacre 300 defenceleik 
f' SwedeSy you brave janiflaries, who granted their Uves toi 
^.' 100,000 MufcoviUs^ on their crying for quarter ? Have 
** you forgot the king's gencrofity, and his great qualities ;? 
^^ that k^ng whom you loved, and who has in a particular 
*< manner diftinguilhed you ? He a(ks but three dap, and 
♦* the fultan'sqrders arc not fo fevere as you are made to be^ 
5' lieve." This fhort remonftrance produced the efFed,- 
and operated like a charm on the minds of the janiflariest 
who (wore by their beards they would not attack the king^ 
and that he fliould have the time he demanded. They re-i 
fufed to obey the fignal, and threatened to fall upon their . 
leader, if three days were not granted to the king of Swedetu 
They furrounded the baihaw's tent, crying out that ttie 
(iiltan's orders were forged. They offered their mediation^ 

% VoiT. lib. yi. PyFPfxD. lib. vii. Lett. Fabric, lo* u. . 
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an^promifed everf thing ki^ the name of a monarcli they aj« 
mired^ and whofe fafety they highly prized* 
The <?^r- The baihaw, unable to eitforce obedience, had rccourfc tcr 
tion rfthe ^^g^, {f^ held a conference >vith the chaoi, ahd prer^ailing*. ■ 
jMitfartes ^^^ him to defer the attack till next day, both aflembled 
'^^/■" the. officers of thejaniffaries and the oldeft foldiei^, read and 
' ' file wed them the Ail tan's poittive orders^ and the mufti'r 
fetfa. The janiflaries were now convinced of the fulcan^i; 
pleafure, but they could not give up the king of Swetk»m 
Sixty of the oldeft, who had a thoufand times tailed the 
king's bounty, ofiered to wait on him in perfon, intreat hiai 
to put himfelf into their hands* and fufier them to ferve bim 
as his body«>guard. They had the confeht of the bafliaw^ 
who preferred any expedient to violent meafures, and ac* , 
cordingly marched to the king's quarters unarmed, with- 
white ftaffs in their hands. Here they addreiTed themfelves tor 
Gr$thufen and the chancellor M«tUm^ offering to ierve 
as faithful guards to his majefty, and to conduA him fafe ta . 
j/driifnople^ where he might confer with the fuitan in perfon i \ 
but Charles f inftead of thanking or rewarding the aifejition of 
the janiflaries, refufed to fee them, and ferit word, that if 
they returned any more to trouble him, he would {have their 
beards ; a meflage, which fome of his attendants were im» 
ffe affronts prudent enough to deliver* Fired with refentment at the 
iht janif- flight and indignity offered, thefe old foldiers returned, ex^ 
Jartes* claiming as they went againft the ftubborn ingratitude of die 
king, and crying out, << Down with this iemt-hajah iron 
<^ head!" Since he is refolved to die let him die. Thejr 
i^re to obey the balhaw's orders, and comosuniptted their 
rage to the whole Tnrkijb camp. 

Bui^ it was no wonder that Charles refufed yielding to the 
Temonfirances of the janiflaries j he even paid no regard to the 
intelligence fent by Pamaiofky and Funk^ his minifters,. and 
both impriibned at ConftantinopU. They had found means 
to convey letters to baron Fahricius^ which he tranfmitted by 
a janiflary to the king. Charles read the intelligence,, the aN 
fimrances that the fuitan had adually given orders to put all 
the Swedes to the fword who refifted, and the exhortation^ 
of thofe loyal minifters to fubmit to neceflity, and not ha« 
^ard his facred perfon, by perfifting in meafures which muft 
terminate in his own ruin and the cteftrudion of all hi&faith*- 
ful followers. He difregarded menaces, intreaties, and fcv 
Ijcitations, perfeveringin his refolutioti not to be compelled. 
Accordingly the word was given to the janiflaries and Tar" 
tarSf and they marched, up to the king in the fame order as 
OR the preceding day. The camp was forced in an inftant, 

after 
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tiller ii few dischargee of the artillery^ and ofle iirt bf ^ . . 
Aiuiketry, 300 Swtdes furroiderBg prifoners, perhaps as the . y'^f 
<onIy expedient to fave the king's \uc^ The effcft, however,* J^^^'^l 
\iras contrary to expe£);ation $ Charles ^za not difcooraged^^^^^ 
iiy the miicondufi of his troops ; he deterrhined. to defend bou/c^ 
himfelf to the iaft extremity, with the aififtanoe only of forty 
menials, whom he had left as a guard in the boi^e, and of 
the generals J&n/and Dardoff. Seeing his foldiers lay down 
theif arms, he told the generals round him, we muft now 
xlefend the houfe ; come, adds he with a fmile, let us fight 
fro arts et focis. In vain did he fly from poft to poft, en- 
couraging his psopJe ; they were furrounded and forced to 
yield to fuperior numbers. He then galloped to the houfe 
which he found had been forced by the Tartars^ all except a 
hall, which fortunately ftood near the door, and where his 
domefticks had now aflembled themfelves. Charles drew his 
fword, and forced his way through the janiflaries, attended 
by the generals Hord and Dardorffy joined his people, and 
then barricaded the door. This exploit was not performed 
• without imminent danger. A janiflary, whom the king had 
wounded, clapped his blunderbufs to his face, grazed the 
bullet agaioft the king^s nofe, took off a fait of his ear, and 
broke general lord's arm. Charles had his revenge, by 
. piercing the janiilary's breaft with his fword. Candour, how* 
ever, muft acknowledge, thathe owed his life rather to the 
tendernefs of thoie generous litris^ than to his own vigour 
or valour. The janiflaries even facrificed .their own fafe^ 
to their reverence for the royal perfon, nor was it any proof 
of the king*s noble fentiments, that he fo wantonly (hed.the 
blood of men whom he muft perceive fcrupulous about lifting 
$hcir hand. It is fufEcient evidence of their reverence, that 
the moment Charlts entered the houfe, the Turks^ who had 
taken pofleflion, threw down their arms and booty, and 
efcaped at the windows ; while the king taking advantage of 
their confufion, purfued them from one room to another, 
and after much blood(hed cleared the houfe in a few mi* 
nutes. He then fired furioufly from the windows, killed 
200 of the enemy in the fpace of a quarter of an hour, and 
obliged the baibaw at length to fet fire to the building, which 
was done by arrows, with lighted matches (hot into the 
roof. Immediately the whole upper part of the houfe way . 
on fire, and Charles^ inftead. of quitting it, gave orders for 
extinguifliing the fire, in which office he aflifted with P^^ j^^^ - 
diligence. All endeavours were fruitlefs, the roof fell in, ^^ip^^^^ 
and the king with his faithful little band were in danger of ^ "^ 
b^ing bvried in the ruiris j but nothing could more hrs con- 

ftancy. 
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. .ftancy. On^ of his people orying out, th^t Acte Was A ift^ 
ceffity for furrendering, ** what a ftrange fellow is that, 
*^ fays the king, who had rather become a prifoner witb 
*' TWif, than mix bis aflieswith thofe'of his fovereign.'^ 
Another had tbe prefence of mind to cry out,- that, the 
chancery was but at the diftanee 6f fifty paces, had a* ftone 

. roof, and was proof againft iire. Pleafed with the thought 

) of coming again to blows, the king exclaimed in raptures, 

^^ A true Swede I Let us take all the powder and bali we 

:can carry." He put himfelf at the head of his troops, fallied 

• eut upon the Turks^ fired two rounds, obliged them to retreat 

. fifty paces y but falling down in the hurry, he was furrounded, 

taken prifoner, and carried by the arms and legs to the bafhaw's 

tent. Such was the iiTueof the king's exploits, and of this 

extraordinary adventure, which favours ftrongly of infahity, 

12W Feb. and contributes nothing to eOablifli that reputation of he- 

roifm which Charles eagerly affected 9, 

SECT. XIIL 

Confaimng an account of tbe king^s tdnduS" tvBile a 
frifoner in Turkey -, of his efcape ; of the war in 
tbe Swedifh provinces in Germany, 0c, 

Y^HAR L E S was not the only chriftian monarch now 

^ a prifoner in the hands of the infidels. Stanijlaus^ dri- 

, ven out of Poland by king Augtiflus^ without money, and 

without, friends, retired to Pomeranian where he ferved in 

the Szvedi/h army, and performed bis utmoft to retiira the 

obligations he owed the king of Sweden, by fighting ftrenu" 

oufly in defence of his benefaAor's dominions. He had done 

all he could to prevail on Charles to confent to his abdica^ 

ting a crown which he could not maintain. He had evexf 

formed a kind of agreement with count Fleming, the minifter 

5^g^:fIaQ5 and favourite oi Augujlus, to this purpofe»> He exhorted 

h arrefted f^^^^^^ ^^ confent to this agreement, and not Ic/nger tofa- 

in the \ crifice his own intereft for the fake of an unhappy friend, who 

Turkiih '. would willingly fall a vi<3im to the public peace, the tran- 

dcminhns.. quillity ofEurcpe^ and the return of the king of Sweden ta 

[ his own dominions. He wrote a letter tto Cities at Bender, 

which put that monarch in a furious paiSon, and made him 

r ' declare to the byftandcrs, *' That if Stanijlaus would not 

9 Volt. Fabric. ?t7FF£N0. ubi fopra.. , 

«« accept 
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f^' atctpt oC.the crown of Poland^ he muft look odt for a 
** king elfewhere." Finding the Swede inflexible, Stanijlam 
tletermined to repair in perfon to Bender^ in hopes that he 
niight gain hy an interview what Charles refuled granting to 
epiftoUry entreaties. He fet out, accompanied by an ofH- 
<er and a valet, difguifed in the habit of a Swedijh colonel, 
and paifing the frontiers of Hungary 2Lnd Tranfylvaniay 2lt^ 
•rived at Taffi in Moldavia^ where he was arretted a$ a Sive^ ^ 
x//^ officer, and fcnt to Bender. By this time CAariv and 
his retinue were all prifoner^, which proved the reafon of 
Stanijlaui'9 being tak^n into cuftody. At Bender he was 
jcnown, and notice was fent to the bafhaw who was con- 
tufting the king of Sweden, to Jdrianople. The ba(haw Com- 
municated the news to baron Fabricius^ abd the baron went 
immediately to the king, who, without any emotion^ faid, 
5^ Dear Fabriciusy run and tell him, never, to make peace 
" with jfugufius, for we fliall ibon have a change in our 
*< affairs." This was the firft Qpnfideration that occurred 
to the mind of a prince whom no accident or change of for-^ 
tune could affefi. / 

We fhall for awhile leave the two deferted monarchs pri- 
foners in Turkey^ to recite what pafTed in Germany fubfequent 
to the famous battle of Gadebufch. General Steenboek was 
Hot unmindful of the bombardment of Stade by the Danes^ 
a cruelty which he determined to revenge upon Aliena^ a 
town fubje£t to Denmark^ and fituated upon the Elbe^ higher 
up the river than Hamburg. The trade of Altma had flou- 
riflied of late years to fuch a degree as excited the jealoufyiof ^-^^'^^^^'^ 
;the Hamburghers\ and this it was,asfome writers infmuate, burns AU 
that made them prevail upon Steenboek^ by a fum of money, ^^'^** 
to deftroy fo dangerous a rival. There feems to belittle 
truth in this allegation ; the general himfelf has given the 
true motive of his conduQ, in the anfwer which he publifh- 
ed to the remonftrances of Poland and Denmark. When he 
arrived with his army before Altena^ he fent a trumpet to the 
inhabitants^ defiring them to retire, with their efFedls, for 
fcis intention was to lay the town in afhec. The magiilrates 
^hrew tbemfelves at his feet, and offered htm a large ran- 
fom ; but the general infifted, that they fhould double the 
ium, which not being coaipHed with^ the fcldiers applied 
their lighted torches to the houfes. In the middle of the 9^^ J*»' 
night the M^hole town was inftantly in a blaze ; the feafon 
was exceedingly fevere ; men, women, and children, loaded 
with thcif goods, flew into the, open fields, where they lay 
expofed to the keeneft froft,- and. all the inclemency of the 
weather. Hundreds loft their lives witii cold and hunger 

unaef 
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tinder t^ #a!Is of that city, which by the VktA mdriiiftg w«S 
confumed toafhes. All Europe was fcandalifed 3t Steenboei^i 
wanton barbarity. The Poles and Danes filled every coart 
jn Chrifiendom with iheir complaints ; and iteenboek repliedil 
*' That be, was urged by the inhumanity of his enoAies to 
^< carry matters to extremities. He, reminded them of the 
•' cruelties committed in Pomerania^ of tbcir felling (b 
^< many thouiand Sweii/b foldiers to be enflaved by the 
** Turisy and of the red-hot bullets with which they laid 
*< Stade in afhes/' In a word, he excufed himfelf by plead- 
ing the neceffity of retaliation. However, all he could al7 
ledge in his own vindication has not been able to waih out 
the deep (tain from his memory. The cruelties at Altena 
whcdiy effaced the glory refulting from the victories at El^ 
fnghurgh and Gadehufchy which would otherwife have eter- 
fii^d his name ; and he foon fufiered the juft, but inade* 
^uate, puniihment of his inhumanity '• 

Aft£R the deftru£lion of Altenay Steenboei entered Hat* 
fiein to raife contributions, and pave the way for the inva**' 
fion of ^utlandy a proje<5t which he had long meditated; 
But this proceeding was attended with confequences very 
liifierent from what he expeded. The allies purfued htm, 
and the czar attacked and defeated one of his wings. Steen^ 
^i endeavoured to regain Pomerania^ but he was anticipated 
by the Danes and Polanders^ who had already entered that 
province ; upon which he entrenched himfelf in the neigh- 
bourhood of Fredericftadu Nor was he able long to main- 
tain himfelf in his new quarters. He endeavoured to crofd 
the Eidtr^ and loft two thoufand men in the river. Fortune 
feemed to perfecute him, fince even the beft-concerted pro- 
je£b and the moft rational deiigns proved unfucceisfal. 
At length, being driven to extreme neceffity, he demanded 
admittance of the biOiop of LtAec into the neutral town of 
Towtingen, ajud had his requeft granted ; the Relate being 
g •* forced either to venture the lofe of all the Swedifi forces, or 
r ^^ ^ the confequences of the king of Denmark*s refentaient. He 
\ggf^ ' chofe the latter. Some of the Swedijh forces were received 
into the citadel, while the rematader quartered in tht 
lown, or encamped under the ran»part6« The dUies pitf<'> 
fued, blocked Up the town, and foon reduced Sieetibo^ M 
great djftrefs, the army being deprived of provtlion by that 
fatality which now attended all his affairs. To rid himielf 
17th May* ^^ ^'^ embarrafiment he fet a negotiation on foot, but could 
obtain no other terms than furrenderiog at difcretion. Ac- 

^ PvrrEKD. lib. vii, VotT. lib. viif 
[. cordingly 

\ 
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toriingly he figned articles to this purpofe; the town wae 
evacuated, and the prifoners cantoned, under a ftrong 
guard, in the bailliages of Fknjburgh, Ecklenwardij and KieZ 
Steenboek immediately difpatched a meiiengertoTtrri^, with 
a juftification of his condudl ; and another to Stockbobny fo- 
liciting the ranfom of the prifoners, and requefting that 
Ihips might be provided to tranfport them to Swideti ^. In 
this manner was that army reduced to a ftate of bondage, 
which had a little before gained two celebrated victories, 
and been the terror of Denmark^ RuJJiay and Poland* (A). 

The misfortunes of Sweden did not terminate with the The czar 
ruin of SteenboeA^s army, the czar landed with a numerous reduces 
army in Finland^ and though twice repulfed at Bergo j AtldA Finlaad. 
eftabliOied a footing, ravaged the country, reduced Wikkd^i 
and forced the inhabitants of ^^^, the capital of the pro- 
vince, to t^ke an oath of fidelity to his czariih majefty. 
Not long after he obtained a complete victory over thb 
Swedes^ which put him in entire poflfeffioh of Finland, An- 
other body of Ruffians and Saxons took poft in theifleof 
Rugeh^ and had near reduced Stetin to the neceffity of fur-^ 
rendering ; but the king of Pruffia^ under pretence of pre* 
ferving this city, declared that he would charge himfelf 
wi^h the fequellration of Pomerama. This prince was to<^ 
politic and too feliifli to lofe fo favourable an -oppoitunity of 
extending his influence, at the expence of a power now be- 
come a prey to all the northern nations. He negotiated the 
affair privately with prince Menzikoff^ and thus obtained the 
czar's confent to hold the province fequcftered, until a ^- 
neral pacification was eftabliihed in the Norths at which 

time Stetin and its dependencies were to be reftored to Swer 

* 

• PuFPEND. lib. vii. Volt. lib. vil. 

(A) HU DamjXf majefty, by whom he deemed hisbitterefl 

way of panifliing the bi(hop of enemy to go freely on his pa« 

luiec, adminiftrator of Hoi- role through every part of &«• 

fleitty for a breach of neatralUy^ penbagen^- and ' he loaded him 

feized upon the young duke of with civilities, until Steenbcekf 

Hfi^eiH*^ dominioni» the great* attempting to ^ake his eici^pe, 

erptrt of which he has to this incurred the king's di(pieafare« 

4j^ r^ned. The manner, and occafioned his own con- 

liowever, in, which he treated fincmcnt,which terminated with 

Steenboek^ evinced his regard to his aiking Frederic pardon, and 

merit, and his fenfe of the great acknowledging his errdr. ' Volt. 

qnalitiei. of that unfortunate tit* vii. 
Aero. . He fuficred the man 

Moo. Hist. Vol. XXXIII. E e «5r»i 



-Jin^ on t\ai kii^ddm's raying hit Pruffuat majefty ^ 
fum of 400,000 crowxu for his expences. , 

In thefe calamitous circumftaaces, the Swedijh regen<^ 
iaw no other method of ftemming the torrent of di%ra^ 
and accumulated misfortune^ than bjr fettbg on foot a ne« 
gotiation ; and yet they had but a very remote profped of 
uixSy while the king openly declared^ that he would conient 
to no peace which did not fliipulate the full reftitution of a|l 
his lof&8, the reimburfement of his expences^ and the efta- 
bliihment of Stamjlaus on the throne oiPoUmd\ for in thfs 
manner Charles dictated from his priibn in Turhy* Sweden 
had loft all her foreign provinces j fome held them as pledges, 
others as conquefts, and both equally became her enemies. 
She had neither trade, money, nor credit, her veteran fol- 
diers were either dead,prifoners,or incapacitated by wounds 
«rold age. Above 150,000 Swedes were flaves in Mufca^ 
Turkey^ and Tariary^ or locked up in prifons in Poland and 
Denmark. The king was confined in a remote couptiYf 
bis return and even his life were uncertain ; but, above all^ 
the regency and fenate were aflured of his dbiHnacy in pcar- 
fifling in fuch refolutions as would be incompatiUe with the 
ftate of the kingdom. All thefe reafons determined the &- 
Prince/s nate to entreat the princefs Ulrica Eleoncraj the king's fifiei^ 
Eleonora 'to charge herfelf with the chief adminiftration of aff»n, 
eaSedto during his majefty's abfence, in quality of heirefs to 
tbeadmi' the crown, ihould the king die without iiTue. The reiblu' 
mtftratien. ijon was no fooner formed, than the fenate, perhaps out of 
hatred to the regency, waited on the princeis, who con- 
, lented to their requeft. She was accordingly condu^d^ for 
the firft ti|ne» to that auguft aflemUy, where it was deter- 
mined to convoke the ftates, in order to concert meaiurea for 
putting an end totbe national calamities. As the letter^ iflu^ 
for this purpofe contain a detail of the circumftances of the 
ftate, the reader may be curious to perufe the fabftance, 
which we have therefore annexed in a marginal note '(B)^ 

X ~ The 

• PvFFEND* ibid. 



(B) « We cannot conceal 
rrom you the dirappointment 
of our hopes, that the king 
would foon return to his dpmi- 
nionsy and that the meafures 
taken for the defence of the 
kingdom would have termina- 
ted more happily. You are al« 



ready tqo Well acquainted wiidi 
the wretched iituationof S^jfie- 
den and the provinces, pamme, 
peftilence, and a variiity of o- 
ther unavoidable misfortoiiesi 
facilitated the irruption of tiie 
enemy into Finland^ EfthonUt 
Litjonia^ and die* German- pto- 

viaces. 
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'Tkt points to be deliberated by the ^embly chiefly re- A. D. 
^ded the neceffity of re-eftablifhing the finances, and put- i7J4« 
ting the fleet and army in a fituation to difappoint all the 
fchemes formed by the enemy. The diet therefore began 
with publifhing an ordonance^ whereby sill iht inhabitant^ 
were charged to fend their plate to the mint to be coined^ ^ 
the ftates promifihg to reimburfe th^m the fubiequent year. 
It was alfo propofed raifing ten tholifand foot and two thoij- 
fand horfe and dragoons, to be joined to the other national 
forces^ fo that the whole ihould amount to thirty thoufand 
men^ to be encamped at difFerent ftations on the coaft. ^tDehaiei \ 
was then deliberated whether the ftates had powei- to con- in the 
dude a peace in the icing's abfence, and contrary to his in- dUti 
tlination -, the reftilt of the debates was^ that as die king had 



VInces. The fame cattfts pre- 
treated the S<wediflf forces from 
diflodging the enemy, penetra- 
ting into Poland^ and efcorting 
the king home* as was in- 
tended. It is true, that general 
Steeuioek obtained a glorious 
vidory, by the divine grace» 
near Gadebufeh ; but foon after 
that army, by a (Irange fatality, 
was forced to furrender at dif- 
tredbn to the enemy. In vain 
Wa^ the fum raifed neeeflary iot 
ranfoming the troops ; in vain 
were the fams, ftt pulated by the 
capitulation^ fent ; hitherto the 
Dunes have not perfbi'ihed their 
eagagementsy aiid they retain 
the SnjifeMJh prifoners under a 
variety of frivolous pretences. 
They have even incorporated 
great numbers in their oWh re- 
giments. Beiidesy the cear, in 
coojonAion with Denmarkf is 
preparing, after the conqueft of 
Finland^ to attack Siufden On 
the fide of that province, and 
towards the frontiers oiNar*way 
and Schonen. Since the king^s 
abfence the councils have done 
kll in their power to maintain 
the old troops, to levy new^ to 
Jceep the navy in a refpedable 
pofture, and to defend every 



part of the S^edip frontier '^ 
yet have they fees their unfot* 
tunate countiy long tofled in« 
terrible ilorm, which muft ibod 
produce the dii&ludon of go- 
vernment, and lofs of liberty, iii 
confequence of the enemy's pe- 
netrating to the \tsy bowels of 
the kingdom. THe treafury is 
quite exhaufledi aiid all the in- 
habitants of Siveden impove- 
rilhed; fo that no reiburce re- 
mains for keeping up the fleets 
recruiting the army^ forming 
magasftiner, and fupporting the 
abfolutdy acceflary , expenoes. 
la this fituation it is the duty of 
evtxy Sivedi to exert himfclfi 
and contribute the laft penny 
and the laft drop of his bloody 
to refcue his country from the 
jaws of deftrudion. Unable 
alone to fupport the whole 
weighty we have therefore re« 
folved to convdce a diet, in or- 
der to concert meafures^ not 
doubting but we fliall meet 
with the, hearty a^ftance of all 
the king's loyal and affedionate 
i«ibje£ts, and well-wifhers to the 
ftate and true intereft of Swe* 
dSn?^ Vid. Lit. fublicy ann^ 
1713, iViw. 9. 
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been ]6ng abfent> and there was no certainty about fak %- 
turn, the ftate9 bad a legal power to prad^ife whatever ihouLd 
be found necfefiary for the well being and fafety of the king- 
dom. In confequence, ambafTadors were named to con^r 
with the enemies plenipotentiaries, while at the fame time 
.the moft vigorous fteps were taken for profecuting the war. 
To this refolution the princcfs*royal oppofed a declaration, 
that fhe would enter upon no treaty with the enemy, until 
flie was authorifed by the king her brother. She likewife 
defired to refign the regency, from an apprehenfion of dif- 
pleafmg Charles '9 which.obliged the ftates to continue fitting 
for the difpatch of bufinefs ^ 

Whilb the' diet was providing for the fecurity of the 
kingdom, thei^^v^x made themfelves mafierjs of Tdffiufff^^ 
and other parts of the duke of HolJieitC^ dominions. At the 
* fame time the Ruffian fleet came to an engagement w:ith the 
Swedijh fquadron under admiral Ehrmfchild. The fleets met 
oSRihxiel'y the enemy were commanded by the czar in 
perfoo, and th'e engagement continued extremely hot fdr 
the (pace of two hours, wheii fortune declared againft 
the Swedes^ who were defeated, with the lofs of fix men of 
war, one frigate, and three fail of tranfports. The vice- 
admiral, three captains, five lieutenants, and forty inferior 
officers, were taken prifoners. Six thoufand Ruffians landed 
in Oeland^ and made themfelves entirely mafters of tKe 
.ifland ; however, they were foon forced to abandon thejr 
conqueft, and retire with the czar*s fleet to places of 
fecurity ". 
Tbi kin^^s Meantime the king of Sweden began to entertain ferioits 
yfy^^y^jf^ thoughts of returning to his own dominion^ Since his de- 
Demotica.P^^^"^® from Bender the Porte had fixed his refidence ztDf^ 
mottea^ a fmall town fix leagues from Adrianople (C). Here he 
was allowed provifions fufficient for hb own table and his 
retinue, but only twenty-five crowns a-day in money, ini- 
flead of the five hundred which he had at Bender* It 
was during the king's flay here that general Ranck was fent 
from HeJfeCqffily to folicit his confent to the marriage of the 
landgrave and the princefs Eleonora ; a requefl: to which he 
readily aflented. General Lteven was likewife difpatched by 
the ftates of Sweden^ to implore his majefty to prepare hr re- 
turning to his dominions, which languifhed, and were now 

* Idem. ibid. EtianK Volt. Kb. vH. ** Puffend. ibid.- 

(C) Puffendorf calls this Demirtajh^ where the king t^ 
phce Demir-Tocca ; but he pro- iided before he was permitted 
jbably means the little village of to live at Dewbtica* Lib. vii. 

ready 



'^e'HiJiory of Sweden.' 405 

ready tafink under the weight of a ruinous war, during his 
kbfence. On the other handi^ the pqacc concluded at Utrecht . 
■ left the coiirt of Verfailiei more at liberty openly to efpoufe 
Charles^ and fupport his credit at the Othoman court ; where 
frefli revolutions appeared daily, and rendered his fituation 
toceeding tickHfli. The grand vizir Soliman was depo(ed 
to make room for IbrahirrkMollay who had been a common 
ftaman, rough, blunt, and boifterous in his manners, as is 
ufual with perfons bred on the watery element. This mini- 
fter, for private reafons, entered into the projeft of coming 
to a rupture with Rujfia ; and believing this defign might 
prove acceptable to the king of Sweden^ he intimated it to 
him, inviting him to a conference, in the ftile, and with the 
familiarity of an equal. Misfortune had i^ot fubdued the 
king of Sweden^s pride, he felt the indignity, declined 
the invitation, fent his chancellor Mullern to meet the vizir, 
and to avoid giving oiFence to a minifter, who had it great- 
ly in his power to fervc him, kept his bed during his ftay 
at Demotica^ under pretence of illnefs. 
' For ten months the king continued in this irkfome fitu- 
ation, in perfed health, but treated and confined like a 
fick perfon ; which at laft proved the ftrongeft reafon for de-. 
terming him to accept of the fmall efcort propofed by 
the grand fignior. His refolution was communicated to the 
grand vizir, who ordered a conference to be fet on foot with 
the republic of Poland^ to grant the king a fafe pafTage 
through that kingdom. Circumftances were now entirely 
altered at the Othoman court, which occafioned the nego- 
tiation's being fpun out to great hngtb^ of time : upon thisy . 
Charles dropped the demand of an efcorte, and contented 
himfelf with alking a paflport through the T«ri/^ domi- 
nions, relying upon the imperial court for leave to pafs 
through Germany unmolefted. The new vizir MoUa had 
been ftrangled between two doors, which gave thefinifhing 
blow to the king's misfortunes, and obliged him to aban- 
donall thoughts of forcing his way through Poland at the 
head of a Turkijh army. The affair of his departure was 
to be negotiated by Grothufen^ whoni he vefted with the 
charafber of ambaflador iextraordinary, fending him to A- 
drianopk^ with a train of fourteen perfons, richly dreflcd. 
To equip this retinue, the king was reduced to the moft 
mortifying fhifts, and the neceflity of .borrowing money 
from ufurers at fifty per cent. The great objedl: was to get 
money from the grand vizir and a paflport ; but the former 
did not fucceed. Grothufen was received with all the honour 
due to his charafter, he returned the king's thanks for the 

E e 3 prote(9Jou 
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prote^on affbided him by the grand fignier, intifliata)^ hit 
inclination to return to bis cwn dominions, reqvefted a pafl« 
port through the Othoman territories, and hinted the king's 
want of money to pay his debts, and defray his ejppences of 
his journey \ but the vizir ftarted di£ElcuIttes. With reiped 
to the paifpqrt, it could be of no ufe, he faid, until the coa* 
ient of the court of Vienna was firft obtained ; and as to the 
money, his anfwer was, *< that his mafter knew how to 
^' give when he thought proper ; but that it was beaeath his 
^< dignity t6 lend : that the king (bould have every neceila- 
'<. ry provided for his journey^ and in a manner worthy oC 
*< his fublime higbnefs and his majefty, arid poi&bly the Pvt^- 
*< might make Tome pecuniary prefent; but he would not 
?^ have it expefled.", With refpeft to the pafljiort, the im- 
{fferial minifter removed every difficulty, by granting it in the 
ampleft manner, in the name of the emperor, and theprinces^^ 
and flates of Germftny, The prefent ient by the vizir to the 
king, confifted of a tent of fcarlet, embroidered with ^d^ 
a fabre> the handle of which was ftudded widi jewels, and 
eight fine horfes, richly caparifoned. Money, the artidc 
.moft wanted, was entirely forgot; and iadesd the PorU 
was with good reafon tired of fupplyiog the wants of 
a prince, whq . had, for above three years, been fupported 
with the ftate and magnificence of royal ty» The day was 
fixed for Charles^ departure, and the vizir appointed three- 
fcore carriages, loaded with all kinds of pcpvifion^ and ^e* 
ral companies of janiilaries and s&ebedgis^ to attead bis majefty 
to the frontiers of Tranfyhania, 
fie fits out At laft, pn the 14th of OHohett CAtfri^ quitted his bed 
for SwCr and his reildepce at Demoticd^ and fet out on his journey for 
den, Sweden. Oo his arrival at Targomt%^ he &nt a mefiage to 
the governor of Tranfylvania^ defiring a paflage through the 
country, and that the inhabitants would fupply him with 
provifions for payment \ to which the governcH' returned 
anfwer, that he had diredions not only to give his oiajef^ 
a free paflTagp, but to fupply himielf and retinue with the beft 
of every thing that the country afFprded, and receive him 
with all the honours due to fo great a monarch. All the o^ 
tber princes, through whofe territories he pafied, had given 
fimilar inftruf^ons j but the king, perceiving that thcfe 
pomplimcnts only retarded bis return to Smeden^ and rendered 
more confcicuous the prifoner pf £«wfer, fuddenly difmi&d 
his Ttirkifl) attendants, affembled his own people^ bid them 
take no concern about him, but make the^eft of their way 
^ to Stralfundy ftt out poft, in the habit of a German officer, at- 
Jen^ed only by colonel Pmng. Keeping the bye-roads 
* tbrou^ 
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illicmgh Hungary^ .Moravia^ Aufiria^ Bhvariap WirtmSerg^ 
ike Pabtiruae^fFeftphaliaf and Midknburghy ht made al-^ 
flioft the tour of Germany^ and arrived at midnight* on the 
%x& o^ Novemb^^ before the gates of S/r^^/r^ (B). ^^^ Jndar- 
Sentinel refufmg to admit him, btecaufe the keys were carried ri^ves 0f 
tip to the gbvernor, who was a-bed, the king (aid he was Stralfand, 
upon an affair of confequence, and declared, if he did not 
immediately wake the governor, he ihould be hanged iri 
the morning. At laft the governor was called, and he think-* ^ 

Hig it might be fome general-officer, ordered the gates to be 
opened, and the courier admitted to his apartment.. Orf 
feeing the kin^, he afked, rubbing his eyes, what news of 
his majefty ? Hey, Ducker, fays the king, have my beft fub« 
J€^ forgot m^4 The general conW fcarce believe his eyes ? 
DQt foon recognizing the king's voice and features, leaped 
out of bed, and embraced his fovereign's knees with tears of 
joy \ The news fpread in an inftant, the whole town was 
in motion, the foldiers crouded round the governor's to be- «. 

bold that warrior, who had fb often led them to glorjr 
tad vi6^ory, the ffreets were filleid with people, the windows 
tvere illuminated, every ftreet blazed with bonfires, churches 
fung with bells, the conduits flowed with wine, and the 
ikrtillery fired from the ramparts. Never was joy more fin- 
cere ; yet amidft the tumult, Charlts was put to bed. He 
had been booted for fixteen days, and now his legs were 
^welled to fuch a degree, that his boots were cpt oS^ The . 

. ^ Volt. lib. vii, 

(E) VAttdre relates, that the ney» and called for horfet. T<l 

Jdog having rode the whole firft bring natters n^ht» During 

day without halting, jyuring, bethought hint of^a flratagem ;. 

who WII3 not accuftomed to fuch he bribed thepoft-boy to give, 

fatigue, fainted away upon a- the king a lame horfe, filtered 

J^ghting. Charles would npt him to fet out» took, his fleep». 

^y a monaenti, but aiked the th^n followed in a poft-chai&, 

colonel what money he had ^ot. and overtook his majefty at tlie, 

** About a thoufand crowns,'? next flage. Therie he was, 

fdid During : " Givemp half,'* forced to get in with Dunng^ 

replied the king, '^ I fee you andfleep upon the fh-aw. Af-| 

«« cannot go on; I will go with- tenyard^ tliey never ftopped,^ 

«f out yon." The colonel beg^ but purfued their journey* on ' 

Ed hard that his majefly would horfeback in the d&y, and in a 

y but three hours, and he Was chaife at night, for die fpace of 

fare he could then attend; but fixteen days, ia the MlmsA po^i 

^i&^r/^^wasnottobeperfuaded; ril of falling into (he hands of' 
^e li^ade him give hiij^ ^ mo- 1 Jiis encmiea; . . ♦ v 

.. . : E c 4 king 
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]pag flept for fome hours, then arofe, reviewed hfstro^, 
and difpatcbed orders to all the difierent parts of the king- 
dom, for renewing the war with redoubled vigour. It was 
aftonifhing to obferve the alteration made in Sweden by the 
return of the fovereign to his dominions. Multitudes of 
young people flocked to enter tbemfeWes, and revenge their 
king's^ long exile. Though the human fpecies was vifibly 
dimiciifhed, there appeared no fymptqms of decline in vigour ; 
the levies were complete in a few weeks, but the hands left 
to cultivate the earth confified of the infirm, aged, and 
decrepid ; fo that a famine threatened the land, in confequence 
of the military rage which had feizedall the yoiith of the 
kingdom. 

' While the king ftaid at Stralfund^ the fortifications 

were repaired and augmented, and the army very confide-' 

rably reinforced. He could not be prevailed on toretiirnto 

Stockholm^ until he had, in ibme meafure, recovered hislofles, 

-. wiped off his difgraces, and replaced matters upon fuch a 

^' footing, as might anfwer the vaft expeSations entertained 

«J7'5* by his people. It was during his refidence at Stral/idndy thai 

Marriage gj^^^Lt preparations were making at StQckholm for celebrating 

iJ ^ f the nuptials of the princefs royal and the hereditary prince 

i^salnuitb ^^^^Jf^* Though the ceremony was not honoured with the 

fhefrince king> prefcnce, it was, however, very brilliant j and next 

A/*nefle« ^^7 arrived the king's commiffion, vefting him with the 

April 4. dignity of eeneraliiSmo of the Swedijh forces. He ha4 

dininguifhedhimfelf in the confederate army againfl: Charles^ 

and the proofs exhibited of his courage, were the motives 

which operated moft powerfully with Charles^ to prefer him to 

this uQton with' his family, and high chara£ler in his army ^•' 

The rejoicings confequent on this alliance weredifturbed 

bv the ravages committed by the Ruffians on the coafts of 

jtbland And Finkmd^ where they deftroycd a great number of 

The towns and villages. Thefe misfortunes were followed by an 

Swedes entire defeat, fuftained by the Swedijh fleet, between .th» 

defeated •. iflands of Femeren and taland, in which a thoufand men 

fy/ea. ^ere killed, and fcven fliips taken or deftroyed. Such a 

train of difgraces could not fail of diiEpatii^g tho(e fears 

which had feized the mind^ of the northern allies on the 

king's return. They imagined the royal prefence would 

infpire the fame fpirit and alacrity in the Stvedifi) troops, 

which had formerly rendered them invincible ; but it foon 

appeared, that the finews of the kingdom were enervated, 

tbat the finances were deftroyed, and all the old forces 4wind"> 

f PvrriwD. lib. viL totfi. vii; 

. led 
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Ipd intp nothing. > However, the Icing's conduit * and eou-^ 
Jrage Were not in the leaft altered ; he determined, at any 
e/ient, to preTerve the GtrTnan provinces ; but the meafures 
iie took to afFed this purpofe, brought on their entire lofs. 
He demanded reftitution of Sietin^ ofFei:ing to pay the 
400,000 crowns to indemnify the king of Prujfta, . France Pruflia dt* 
would have advanced the money ; but all remonftrances were clares a- 
vain. His PruJJian majefty infiftcd, that the town was to g^^^fi 
remain fequeftered in his hands, until peace wa^ concluded, Sweden, 
in fecurity, that the war fhould not be kindled in Germany, 
Charles^ without reflefting on his own circumftances, re- 
fented this tergiverfation in fuch high terms, as increafed the 
number of his enemies, and made PruJJia declare in favour 
of the northern league. The emperor joined in exhorting 
bis Swedijh majefty to revoke his proteftation againft the neu?< 
trality, and toconfent to the fequeftrationpf Pfl/wrfl«/<Zi io- 
{tead of which, he attacked, the ifle of Vfedoniy occupied by 
the PrufftanSy in virtue of the fequcftration, and drove them 
out of the ifland. Finding that PruJJia was refolved to have 
rccourfe to force, Charles folicited the French king to afEft 
him with fixty thoufand men, to reduce his enemies to rea- 
fon ; but Lewis XIV. then in the decline of life, and 
broke with age, infirmity, and difappointment, fought to 
die in peace, and contented himfelf with offering his medi- 1 

^tion to accommodate all diflFerences. With this view he 
fent the count de CroiJJy to Stralfundy where he was gracioufly 
received by Charles. Several attempts were made to eftab- 
li(h a negotiation, all of which proved fruitlefs from the ob« 
fiinacy of the parties. The confederates regarding only the 
circumftances of Sweden^ imagined that the king ought to 
accept of any conditions ; and Charles^ through his own un- . 
daunted fpirit, and the equity of his caufe, would confent 
to yield nothing, infifting upon entire reftitution. The 
king of Prujfia demanded, as a preliminary, that the ifle of 
Ufeaom might be reftored ^ and Charles refuting, the Pruf" 
ftans entered, and foon reduced the ifland : at the fame time, 
the 2)^»//^fquadron took near fifty fail of Swedijh fmall craft, 
which lay on the coafts. It was indeed aftonifhinjg, that Bratjm 
the Swedes made any refiftance, their whole force being afa Swo» 
compofed of 250 men, under the command of the brave difli co- 
colonel Dujlerpy who had pofTefKon of the forts Swen and loneL 
Parnatnendre, The former fort was abandoned as untenable, 
but the colonel refolved to defend the other to the laft ex- 
tremity. The Prujjiansy amounting to .7000 men, with 
a fine train of artillery, laid fiege in form. On the 18th of 
Augujt they opened the trenches in two different places, 

and 
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artd played vigoroufly with two batteries of cannon and mor- 
tars. Du/brp had found means to fend a inefl^nger t^^tbe 
king ; he now returned to the fort, through the midft of the 
enemy's camp, with the following letter from Charles.-^ 
** Do not jRre until the enemy approach the brink of the 
•* fbfi I hold out to the laft drop of your blood. I com- 
^ mend you to your good fortune.'* The governor obeyed 
punAually ; he fuflatned the aifault, made his fire as dire<ft- 
cd, and with prodigious eS^tSt ; great numbers of the enemy 
fell : but now the ditch was full, the breach pra£fcicab)e9 
and the difparity of ftrength fo great, that the ^ruffians en- 
tered the fort in two difierent places, and thought tney had 
. reduced Dujkrp to the neccflity of fiirrenderjng. But they 
bad not yet fu&cient proofs of the governor's fpirit, and the 
implicit obedience which that officer paid to his fovereign'tf 
commands. Abandoning the breaches, he intrenched his 
fittle company in the middle of the fort, and determined to 
fell his life dear. The foldiers obeyed to a man^ 7he 
enemy advanced, imagining he would a^ for quarter, but 
tiiey were received with a brift lire. An ai^on followed, 
which was fuftained valiantly for the fpace of an hour by the 
Swedes^ when their commander was killed, together with 
his major and lieutenant. The (Ingle remaining officer, 
and his few foldiers, begged their lives, and were taken 
prifoners. Such was the iflue of that ill-timed gallantry 
upon which Charles infifted, when he ought, by every* 
means, to have preferved the lives of his foldiers*, 
Theek3cr To complete the embarraiTment of Sweden^ the king of 
^Hano- Englandj in quality of eleftor of Hanover^ acceded to the 
vtr joins league, and, with other princes, refolved to (hare in the 
the confe- fpoils of the unfortunate Swedifit monarch. . The duchy of 
diratis. Bremen haji been pledged to him by the DaneSy for the fum 
of 700,000 crowns ; and be now, for the fame ceafons as 
the king of Prujfta^ came to a rupture with Sweden^ an4 
;- • joined his forces to thofe of Denmark^ Pruffia^ and Saxony^ 
wifmar to \iisfAWifmar. At the fame time, a body of 36,000- 
? d ? ^"^^ formed the (iege of Stralfundj while the cjtar, with a 
£ J fleet of twenty large men of war, and one hundred and fifty 
^^^^ ' tranfports, with 30,000 men on board, fwept the BaltiCj^ 
and threw aH the coafts of Sweden into confternation, threat-- 
ening a defcent fometimes ztHeifmgburgh^ and fometimes at 
Stockholm. Stralfundy however, was the principal objeft of 
the enemies defigns ;. that city was ftrongly fituated, well 
fortified, and defended by a garrifbn of 9000 mep> command- 

» VotT. lib. viji. , . . • 
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led by the kiDg in perfon. Tl^e kings of Dimrmrk 9Xki Pruf^ 
^ direded the fiege^ the trenches were opened on the 20tb 
pi O^ober^ 4nd two, days ^fter the Sw^dijh ifUrencbmejits, on 
the oppofite fide the marfiit which was thought impAffi^ble, 
were forced, after idr^adful ftiughter on both fides. After 
this, the enemy made a defcent, with 12^000 men, on 
JRugeft^ in order to deprive the befieged of the.fuccours they 
drew from this ifland. There were only 2000 Swtdes for its 
defence ; bi|t Charks refdived to put himfdf at their heady 
imd this made them equal to an army. Such was the terror 
this prince infpired, that the prince of ^«/&<z//, withnumbers 
fo fuperior, intrenched himfelf behind a fofie, defended by 
chevaux de frife. The precaution was necef&ry, for Cbarltf 
marched filently in the midft of the nighty clambered up the 
ditch, and attacked the allies with incredible fury ; but his 
firength being too unecjuaU he was forced to retreat, after . 

bie had feen his favourue Grotht^en^ general Dardeff^ and 
f)uring^. the companions of his eyile^ killed before bis face, 
^d received a wound in his left-bresdft ^. 

T|]S attempt to fave Rugm [H'oving fruitle&, Cbarles^re* 
turned to Straifundy having only weakened his firength in 
extraordinary exertions of rafh valour* The town was now 
miferably (battered by the enemy's cannon, and the houfes 
Uid in tuias with the bombs ; but the garrifon and toWnf-^ 
Ninen were animated by the ex^nple of their royal mafter, 
wbofe patience, ajSivity, tsouri^, and pre&nee of mind, 
threw a veil over his other failings^ and perfuaded his fub* 
jeds, that all the misfortunes of the monarch aiofe fronr 
an excefs of virtue. By the 1 7th of Recemker the breaches: . 
were fo I^ge, that die .enemy were preparing to give the 
ailkuU) upon which the coimt di Croi^ renewed the confe- 
rences for an accommodatioa; but the aUies demanded too^ 
nuich» and Chirks was averft to niaking any cooceffions. 
The continu;j«ror of Puffimdorf indeed alledges, that the 
count, tired out with the obftinacy of the ^utfir^ monarch,. 
fi£ted but coldly in the negotiation ; though Voltaire exprefs- 
]y affirms t^e contrary, ami aUodges, that the court of France 
was not only weU-difpc4ed with refpefi: to Sweden^ but that 
Croiffy was greatly enamoured of the king's fingular character, 
SMid ftrongly attached to his perfon. Certain it is, that the 
conference wi^ the Prufjian minifler, baron Hgenj termi- 
nated in nothing. The enemy ftormed the horn-vtrork, 
carried it twioe, and were as often repulfed ; but at laft 
$h^y efe^d a lodginent by dintof fuperior numbers. The^ 

f {dem ibid» Puff&n^ ilbifupra, 

day 
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day rucceedtngthcIofsoF.the horn^work^Cfjarleshezdeiz Tally, 
and dealt terrible deftrudion among the befiegers, but was 
in the end bverpowered, and forced to retreat to the town^ 
whither he was purfued. For two days more he continued 
to difpute every inch of ground ; but his officers apprehend- 
ing, that he muft either be buried in the ruins, or fkU into 
the hands of the enemy, exhorted him to quit a place where 
his prefeoce could be of no fervice ; but to retreat was now 
almoft as dangerous as to remain in Stralfund. The fea 
was covered with the confederate fleets ; and it was, per- 
haps, this very circumftance, and the appearance it had of 
an extraordinary adventure, which induced Charles to com- 
mit his perfon to a fmall boat with fails and oars, in which 
he pafied all the enemy's (hips and batteries, and arrived fafe 
at ijfiedt in Scbomn. 
Stralfond Immediately after the king*6 departure, general Dueker^ 
taken. ienfible that the town was not longer tenable, and that to 
perfift would only tend to the entire deftrudion of the 
garrifon under his command, demanded a capitulation. A 
conference was fet on foot to regulate the articles, and the 
refult was, that the garrifon (hould furrender prifoners of 
war ; that the native-born Swedes (hould, notwithftanding, 
t have the honour of marching out with their arms, drums 

beating, and colours flying ; that all the officers fhould be 
tranfported to Sweden^ at the king's expence, and in Swedijb 
yaflels ; that the king's retinue fiiould meet with the fame 
indulgence, the allies leaving it to general Duckir*s honour 
Cbgive a faithful lift of the domefiics, and not include per- 
fons who were not a£lually of the houfhold ; and that all the 
artillery, magazines, records, papers, and documents, be- 
longing to the chancery and council, Chould be delivered in- 
to the hands of commiiTaries, appointed for that purpoie 
by the kings of Denmark and Pruffia. On the ^yth d De^ 
limber the Swedes marched out, agreeable to tlie terms of the 
capitulation, and next day the two kings made their triumphant 
entry *». 
^ y. CHARLES was now at Carl/croon^ which place he 
• ^* had quitted fomc years before in a (hip of 120 guns, attend- 
^ ed by a powerful fleet and army, that was, for a time, to give 

law to the empire, and all the kingdoms of the north. It 
was expeded, that being fo near, he would viiitbis capital. 
Deputies were fent from Stockholm to invite him , but 
CharlesAlhppointtd the expe^tions of his people. What 
his motives were for paffing the winter at Carl/croam are iin- 

^ PvPFENP. lib.viu 
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certain. Some alledge, that his pride would not fuflerhiiti 
to eater his capitalin his prefent wretched condition ; others 
attribute his condud to jthe refentment he harboured againft 
the fenate, for diminifhing the weight of the regency he 
had appointed, difputing their authority, calling a diet, 
placing the princefs royal in the adminiftration, fettingon 
foot negotiations of peace with the northern powers, and 
aOiiining to thcnifelv^s certain privileges which he thought 
ihconfiftent with the royal prerogative. Thefe were trans- 
actions which happened during his reiidence in Turiy ; he 
had then exprefled his contempt for the fenateand ftates, by 
fending them word by his chancellor MuUnm^ that he would . 
difpatch one of his old boots to govern and k6ep them ia 
awe. Charles now carried his difpleafijre farther, by de- 
priving the fenate of the few privileges left by Charles XI. 
X he whole direSion of public affairs he committed to the 
hands of baron GoertZy formerly- a minifter oi Holjlein^ now - 
the chief favourite of the Swediflr monzxch'y a man bold, 
adive, infinuating, inventive, enterprifing, and full of ex- 
pedients, which perfedily qualified him for the mtnifler of a 
prince, who delighted in the moft romantic ads of chivalry ^« 
Having thus fatiated his revenge, he concerted meafures 
with his brother-in-law, the prince oi HeJJe^ fox augmenting 
his forces, making numerous levies, and putting the fleet in 
a condition to execute the firft enterprife that fhould be pro- 
posed (A.) By the month oiMarchy he had an army of 
25,000 men in motion, the deflination of which was kept a 
profound fecret between the king and baron Goertz. At lafl: 

« Volt. lib. viii. Pitffind. ibid, 

(A) Toeqoipafleet, Ci&iir/r/ half the provifion found was 
was redaced to the neceifity of carried to the king's magazines, 
granting coxnmiffions to priva* All the iron of the country was 
teen, who enjoyed great privi- bonght up for his aie, and paid 
leges at the expence of their for in paper. Every man who 
country. In confideration, the wore a peruke, a gilt fwQ|:d» or 
owners furniihed the govern- a bit of filk, was taxed ; and 
iiient with a coniiderabfe num- hearth-money was raifed in every 
ber of ihipsy to fopport the ex- quarter of the kingdom. No- 
pence of which, . C/$arZrir was thing, indeed, prevented the 
forced upon another ruinoas people from breaking out into 
meafnre, and to break in upon open rebellion, but that they 
the people's property, commit- admired their fovereign,^ and 
ting the moft cruel extortion, knew that he fhared their as- 
under die name of taxes. Pri- fli^oni. ^olt, lib. viii. , 
yttt hoofes were fearched, an4 

a fudden 
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'iftildeir irruption into Nortuay^ declared that Charles vt^t iti^ 
termined to revenge his lofles by the conqueft of that king- 
4oni. He fuddenly eroded that almoft impervious ridge df 
mountains, which feparates Sweden from Norway^ and at- 
tacked the enemy with fuch vigour, as threatened the de- 
ftrudion of the country, and the completion of his great J 
defign. No projed could be better concerted or more pun£ht- 
ally executed ; the Denes were defeated in every quarter. 
The hereditary prince of Heffi attacked and defeated a body 
of 3000 men, in the neighbourhood of Btifrno^ and took the 
Damjh commander prifoner. Another more Confiderable 
corps was defeated by the king in perfon, and tb^fe advan- 
tages were fucceeded by gaining polleffion of fei^eral im- 
.portant pofts. To check the king's further progreis, the 
Dams aflembling all their forces, which amounted td 1 1,000 
men, ventured upon a general a£tion, and were entirely 
defeated ; but the hereditary prince was forced to quit the 
field, by a wouhd he received in the right thigh. AH this, 
however, was but a flafli of fuccefs, that ferved to dazzle the 
imagination, without producing any folid advanta^Ci Strong 
teinforcements arriving from Dtnmark^ turried me fcale of 
fortune ; the Dams beat the Swedes from divert pofts, and 
mmong others from the intrenchfnents at Mofeh^ which the 
latter abandoned after having twice repulfed the enemy. 
But what deftroyed the whole projefl, -was the fcarcity of 
" provifion, of which Charles had been difappointed by various 
accidents* This, together with ^e continual fkirmifhing,- 
the exceffive feverity of the cold, the perpetual watching, 
long marches, rough roads, and a thoufand other hardfhips^ 
greatly diminilhed the Swedijh army, ^nd obliged the king 
to confider in what manner he (hould evacuate an unho^ 
pitable Country, into which true polity di£bted he Ihould 
never have entered. Thcfe were the real caufes of the re- 
treat of the Swedes^ though it was given out j that they re-^ 
turned for the tlefence of Schonen ^, 

While the king remained at Carl/croon, and daring the 
Norwegian expedition, the ftrong town ofWlfftiar had been 
blocked up by the Rufftans^ and the ele&oral troops of 
Saxony and Hanover^ It was now at laft furrendered on the 
fame terms granted to the garrifon of Stralfundy and had tte 
occaiion been iudicioufly improved, might have turned out 
more to the advantage of Sweden^ than the moft glorious 
viflory. We fhall endeavour to fketch out the ftronger 
^ • lines of this extraordinary aifFair, which laid the foundation of 
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«11 the te!ebrated Qcertz's intrigues, that had nearly changed 
tl^e. face of Europe^ laid the bails of a new war, ^nd which 
^t laft brought this extravagant projeflor to an igno&ainious 
death on the fcafFoId. 

GOER TZ was too penetrating, not to difcover that hi> 
mafter's keeneft refenttnent was pointed at the king oi Bng* ^aron 
land^ who as elector olHaniwer had feized upon Bremen and Goet«c 
Verden^ under pretence of prefervine the peace of the em- Z''^*^* 
pire^ ^d acting as mediator. CbarLs had never given this 
prince caufe of offence, and he was incenfed at the injuflice 
of his purchafing territories at a low price from Demnari^ 
which Sweden had conquered wilh her blood, and confirmed 
by treaties. He obferved too, that the czar of Mufcovy was 
not fatisfied with the capitulation of Wif^ifir^ upon which 
lie had long formed- defigns, as a convenient retreat for his 
ihippingw For this purpofe he had advanced a body of troops 
with great rapidity ; but they arrived too late, the capitula<^ 
tion was figned, and the proper meafures taken for excluding - 
the Ruffians. Peter^ indeed, was too fagacious to be ignor 
jant of the jealoufy of the other allies, and their affiduity 
to prevent his gaining any footing in the empire or neigh* 
bouring countries ; he now had his revenge by refufing to 
affift in the propofed invafion of Sthonen* This was a fine 
foundation for the bufy genius of Goertx to build upon, and 
he had the courage to epibrace the opportunity. He ad«- 
vifed Charles to make peace at any rate with the czar, who 
might then be eafily induced to quarrel with his old friend 
jtugtf/lus of Polandy and with the king of England^ again{(; 
whom, as eledor of Han&verj he had already caufe of comr 
plaint. By yielding certain provinces to the czar,^ which^ 
however, he was in no condition to defend, Goertz per- 
fuaded the king« he could bring that prince, with the whole 
ftrength of Ruffiay to affift in reftoring James to the crown 
,of England^ and Stam/hus to that of Poland^ notwithilandr 
ing Peter bad for the fpace of feven years oppofed this laft 
monarch. Nothing could be more agreeable to the rQ« 
hiahtic turn of the king of Sweden, than fuch gigantic pro- 
jcfis ; accordingly he permitted his miniftcr to fet out with 
full power to the court of Mofconv. Here, by means of the 
czar's chief phyfician, a Scotchman, devoted to the preten- 
der's intereft, he founded the inclinations of prince Men-zi-* 
coffy laid before him the projed, and oj>tained his approba- 
tion, which was fufficicnt to infure the czar's confent. In 
a word, the Swidijh minifler fo far fucceeded at the court of 
Mofcow, that PettTy inftead of the defcent on Schonen^ fent 
his troops to winter in Meckknbtargh^ and foon followed in 

perfon. 
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perron^ under pretence of adjufting feme difpntes between 
the duke and his nobles ; but in fadt, with a view to his fs^ 
vourite purpofe of eftablifliing a footing in the German ea»* 
pire. 

Having brought his negotiation to a happy ifltie at 
MofcoWy Goert% turned his thoughts towards the court of 
Madrid^ imagining it would be matter of no great difficult 
to prevail on the new minx^tx Alberoniy to fecond hisdefighs 
againft England. For this purpofe he came to HoUandy 
where he engaged in his intereft great numbers of difiifFeded 
Briiijh fubje<5ts, who even advanced confiderable funis of 
money towards the profecution of the fcheme of depofiog 
George the Firft; if we may rely on the authority of Volttiiriy 
and indeed of other foreign writers. During his refidence 
at the Hague^ Peter ^ czar of Mufcovy^ vilited Holland, and 
the Swede had two long conferences with him, by which he 
greatly advanced the negotiation. His defigns were carried 
en with the utmoft fecrecy ; they appeared ahnoft impene*- 
trable, and were in a fine train for fuccefs, when flight no* 
tice of the intrigue was intimated by the duke of Orleans^ 
regent of France^ to the court of London^ which was con- 
firmed by the Mollanders, who had taken umbrage at ibme 
Goertz P^''^ ofGoertz's condudl. This put an immediate ftop to his 
u fiizid. proceedings j he was feized at the Hague^ contrary to the 
laws of nations, while GuUenburgh, the Swedijh ambafikdor at 
London^ and engaged in the fame projeds, was Irkevirife 
taken into cuftody. C^^/fi retaliated, by ordering y^ri^x^ 
the Englijb refident at Stockholm^ and all his family, to be 
arretted ; and this was all the revenge he took, whether 
' from an apprehenfion of the confequences of purfuing his re- 
fentment, or of entering upon a juftification of his mi- 
nifler, we cannot pretend to determine. Certain it is, that 
he obferved a difdainful filence with refped to h'ls Britannii 
majefiy and the ftates-general ; notwithftanding which. 
Goertz and GulUnburgb obtained their liberty, at the inter* 
ceffion of the czar and regent of Frame (A.) 

GOERTZ 

^ PuFFENi». torn, vii* lib. vix. p. 281. 

(A) Thecontinnatorof Ptf/*- it was from bim that tbe firft dif- 

findorf attributes the releafe of covery of the intrigues cajne; 

the S<we£fi minifters entirely Bat it is not at all improbable, 

to the duke of Orleans^ then re- when we confider that the czar 

gent of France^ which muft ap- about this time vifited France^ 

pear a little extraordinary, as and propofed a fcheme to the 
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.between the czar za^\i\% Swedijh majefty, for which purpoi*e 
. he gave in a Sketch of the congrefs of Ahland. He promifed 
to obtain his fovereign's confent to p^rt with all that lay eali- 
. Ward of a line drawn from Wilerg^ by the lake Lqdoga^ quite 
. to tl\e frozen fea, befides the provinces of IngrUy Careltay 
. and Livonia. He prcpofed the marriage of the cz^r*s daughter 
with the duke of Holftein^ whence he demonftrated con- 
fiderable advantages rouft refult, by gaining Peter z fure foot- 
Jng in the empire. Such were the preliminaries of the con- 
ferences appointed at Ahland^ to ratffy which Goertz re- 
turned to Swedetiy full of hope that all his projet^s would 
foon be happily accompliihed. 

. The fchemes he carried on during his ftay in Sweden^- 

( were no lefs extraordinary than thofe in which he had been 

, engaged at foreign courts* To enable the king to execute 

. proje6^s fo extenfive as thofe propofed, a numerous army was 

. xiecefiary, which could not be maintained when the treafury 

Was entirely exhaufted, and the people fqueezed out of the 

. laft farthing. Money and credit were equally low in Sweden ; 

but the genius of^ Goertz removed every difficulty, and ren- 

. dered eafy to him^ what to any other minifter would appear 

unfurmountabie. He renewed a projefl which he had formed A. D. 
. ibme time before in his own mind; and this was. to raife ijii* 
. copper to the fame value with filver, when it bore* the 
. prince's (ignature. Nothing co^ld be more injurious to pub^ 
]ic credit than fuch a meafure ; but Goertz regarded only the 
prefent moment. His bufinefs was at any rate to execute 
^ the great deiigns he had planned, the happy accompli{hment 
. cf which would put every thing elfe upon an. eafy footing. 
. Accordingly he iiiued o.ut his new coin without dread or dif-' 
. cretion. The grievance was quickly feltj it entirely dft- 
ilroyed foreign credit, put a ftop to commerce^ and ruined 
• traders of all degrees and denominations. The government 
iSiicd it currently, but refufed it in payment of taxes from ffe le* 
the peafant. This excited clamours j all with one voice ex- ^^*«^J 
clahned againft h^xon GoertZy and he foon compleated his ^^-^^^-^ '^ 
owii fall by an impofition laid on the clergy, the moft^"**^^?* 

regent, for bringing into their' cruel war, ^and engroffing the 

pivn hands the ballance of power whole trade of the nor^h between 

of Europe t hy deflroying the France znd Mufcovy. Puffe^d* 

Danijh powers in the Baltic ; lib. vii. /. 279. 
weakening the Englifi by a 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXIII. F f dangefous 
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dangerous enemies of any mintfter.* With them the prince^ 

royal and her hufband joined fecretly, apprehending that (b 

afpiring a perfon, who had fuch an influence over the kings 

and was himfelf a native of Holfieinj might turn his thoughts 

to railing the duke of Holfttin to die crown of Sweden^ at 

the death of the prefent fovereign. Without regarding the 

clamours of the people, or the powerful combination form* 

xng againft him, Goeriz having eftabliflted the affairs of thb 

* treafury in the manner propofed, hailed away to attend the 

. congrefs at Abland^ and finifli t^ith OJl&mcm^ the RugiSa, 

plenipotentiary, the peace fketched out between the king of 

Sweden and the czar, together with all its important conie- 

quences. . 

PETER was fully bent in retaining Ingriaj Efihvmk^ 

Livonsay and part of Carelia ; nor had he thoughts of reAo- 

ting more to Charles than Finlandy and a fmall portion of 

Carelia. It was the defign of Goer tz to bring his Inafter to 

confent readily to the ceffion of thefe provinces, in order to 

fecure the friendihip of the czar. Cbarki^ indeed, knew the 

value of the provinces required ; he could not bear the 

thoughts of leflening his dominions ; but he even .preferred 

this to abandoning his favourite project of reinft^mg Stam^ 

JlauSy and being revenged of the elcftor of Hanover. Goeriz 

accordingly had full power to fign the treaty, i^hereby Peitr 

agreed to march 8o,ooO men into Poland^ to depofe that very 

Sttswfcot prince whom he had been fupporting for many years at Ale 

the con- expence of his blood and treafure ; to furnifhimi^s for tranf- 

f'^VT^'\ ^ porting 30,000 Swedes to Germany ^ and io>000 into Den- 

Ahland. ^^^.^^ ^q ^ffift hjs Swedijh majefty in recovering the duchy of 

Bremen and Verden^ in reftoring the duke of Holfieirsy and 
forcing the king of Pruffta to a reafonable accommodation, 
by parting with Pomerania and feveral of his new acquired 
territories. Such was the bafis of the treaty of Ahland^ to 
which it is highly probable Charles ^^xvt, his confent, as be en- 
tirely withdrew his forces from the provinces which farmed 
the barrier againft Ruffia^ in order to ftrengthen the^ army 
intended for the invafion of Norway '. 

The conquefl of Norway "wzs another favourite projed 

of Charles ; and now being fecure of the friend&ip.of Rtf^ 

he determined to put it in execution, before he .entered upon 

Charles ^^^ accomplifliment of his other vaft defigns. In the month 

invades ^^ OSfober^ while the country was covered with fnow alid 

Norway.. ^^^^' ^® marched ten thoufand men into that^ kingdom, 

under the conduit of general ArenftU^ who penetrated into 

. ' Id, ibid, ctiam V01.T. lib. viii. 
% ' - the . 
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the heart jof likrway^ after defeating two confiderable corps 
of the enemy. The king followed with another divifion of 
eighteen thoufand men, and formed the fiege of Frederic^ 
Jhaly while the hereditary prince watched the motions of 
the enemy with a feparate command. The feverity of the 
froft rendered it almoft impoifible to break ground \ Charles^ 
howevej^, refolved to form trenches; and his foldiers chear-^ 
fully ol;>ejed, and fet to work with the fame labour as if they 
biad been digging into a rock. On the nth of December^ the 
li^m^ viiited the trenches in the midft of a terrible fire frora 

• the enemy, imagining his prefence might animate the work- 
|nen« He took his poft in the mod dangerous fituation i^e 
could chufe, ftandihg upon a gabion, and leaning upon h^s 
arm over the parapet, while the enemy were firing chain-fliot 
at the very ipot where he ftood. There fcemed to be a 
fatality in this nnfeafonable exertion of courage. Charkt 

^ liad never indeed avoided danger on any occafion j but he ex- 

^ pofed his perfon unneceiTarily, and incurred the imputation 
of rafhnefs from the meaneft foldier in the army. The epi* 
^i-neer Megrety and his aid-de-camp M. ^iker^ intreated him 

• fp change his fituation; but Charles' yv2is obfiinate, and kept 
his ftation where he could be of no fervice, merely to ihe,w 
that he was proof againft cannon-bullets. They faw the 
.Icing fall upon the parapet, uttering a deep groan 3 . they ruit 
to him, and found him dead ; a fmall cannon ball had itruck 
him op the right temple, beat in the left eye, and forced 
the righ|t quite out of the focket. The misfortune was 
concealed from the foldiers, the body was covered with a 
cloak, and carried through the troops by the name of cap* 
tain Carl/born^ until advice could be fent to the prince pf 

F f 2 Thus 
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(A) .The above is M. FoU 
/^Ws account, whodiffersina 
variety of circumftances from 
IVf. Matraye^ and the eonti- 
aaator of Puffendorf, Thefe 
jiUedge, that Megref, Siker, and 
couttt Sweruif had left the king 
tipon the parapet, and foon re- 
HMed to execute a fbatagem 
tiiey bad pM^erted to remove 
.him out of (b dangerous a ficaa- 
ttiofi. ft was then near ten 
o'clock at night, znd Megret 
not jfeeing by ftarlight that 



Charles was dead, ipoke tQ him 
two or three times^ and in^a^^ 
gining he might be' aileep, 
pulled kis cloaths to wake him. 
The blood with which he was 
covered, gave the firil intimation 
of the accident. Megret called 
oat to the neared officers, that 
he dreaded the woril; a light 
immediately was brought, by 
which they found the king's 
head terribly ftiattered by a 
bullet of half a pound weighty 
his face turned quite behind 

with 
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Thus died Charh XII. of Sweden^ in the 36th year di 
bis age, the mod dreaded and admired prince of hia age, 

.' and who might juftly be deemed the grd!ateft hero, the moft 
glorious and fortunate monarch in the univerfe, had his va>- 
lour been tempered with prudence, and had he not pufhed 
to excefs thofe virtues which would have rendered any other 
prince immortal. His juftice became cruelty, his courage 
might be termed infenfioility, his confiancy was carried to a 
degree of obftinacy, his liberality to profufion, and all bis 

' gallantry favoured ftrongly of infanity. Motraye attributes 
his rafhnefs to his belief of predeflination ; we would rather 
impute it to conftitution. Charles had a body and a foul of 
iron ) neither cold, fatigue, nor hunger, could affed the one; 
neither profperity nor adverfity could move the other. He 

' was the fame in all iituations; and though his portrait be 
blazened out with all the beauties which the delicate pencil 
and glowing imagination of Voltaire could communicate, 
we muft neverthelefs acknowledge, that Charles was little 
better than a gallant barbarian '. 

The news of the king's death coming to the prince of 
Hejfe^ he aflembled a council of the general officers, at 
which it was refolved to raife the fiege of Fredericjbaly to 
difpatch a party to arreft baron Goert%^ who was on the road 
to Norway^ and to acquaint the prince(s royal of the death 
of the king, her brother. Colonel Baumgardon was- charged 
' with the bufinefs of arrefting the baron ; he met him be- 
tween Stromftadt and Swtnfundty demanded his fword and 
papers, and conducted him prifoner to Udewattaj where he 

. was left under a ftrong guard. Siker^ the king's aid-de- 
camp, was fent with the news to the princefs at Stackbobny 
and.it was confirmed a few days after hy g(^n^2X Benmt. 
At the fame time a report was publiihedy that the army had 

* Volt. lib. viii. Motra ye, torn, ii, p. 396, 597. Puffemo. 
tom/vi. lib. vti. . 

with the violence of the ilroke> tirety gained the al&6lioBs of the 

a wound two inches wide in the foldiers. We (hall not pretend 

right temple, both eyes mife- to reconcile the different accounts 

rably disfigured, and his right of Foltaire and Motraye ; thoogh 

. hand grafping the hilt of his we cannot help obfervin^, that 

fword, (i) as if he wanted to the former rejeds as falfe, every 

revenge the blow, which de- fyllableofaoonyerfation which 

prived Snveden of her fovereign, the latter relates between the 

and the army of a genial, whofe king and Afrrj^rr/, inimediacelf 

cot^rage and liberality had en- before his death. 

(1) Puffend, lih, yih torn, vi.^. 283. Motf0yt*tr0v» p. 397, tvm, iu 

proclaimed 
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prochimcd her royal highnefs queen ; (he was prayed for as 
fuch in the churches, before the fenate or diet had taken 
any fteps towards ' the elcdlion. The fenate, however, 
thotjght that no^ was the feafon for recovering the ancient 
privileges of the nation, and refolved to profit by the oppor- 
tunity. They accordingly advifed the princefs to publifli a 
declaration, promiilng entirely to abblifh defpotic power, 
and to renounce in her own name, and in that of her pofte* 
rity, every prerogative inconfiftent with the freedom of the 
people, and the ancient privileges of the fenate, diet, and 
nation ; zni the princefs, that ihe might a£t in a manner the 
moft agreeable to her new fubjeils, convoked a diet of the 
dates to fit at Stockholm^ on the 31ft day of January. Baron 
Goertz was co'nduded to the caftle under a Itrong efcort, and 
remitted to clofe prifon. Count Zander Naiy the baron's 
chief fecretary, all thofe who had the management of the 
finances, together with the creatures and domeftics of the 
jninifter, were feized. A declaration likewife was publifhed 
on the fubjefi of the pap.r-currency, and the copper-mcney, 
which Goertz had lately paffed for payment of the crown- 
debts and other purpofes ; whereby the firft was wholly abo- 
lifhed, ^nd the latter redirced to its intrinfic value. All this 
^nras done by the princefs royal and her council. She had af- 
fumed all the prerogatives of royalty ; yet when the diet met, « t\ 
theijL firft declared that they had voluntarily aflembled them- 
ielves to elcft a fucceflbr to the vacant throne ; they treated ^7^9* 
the princefs only as the king's After, and not as their fove- 
reign j however^ they intimated that they could never think 
of any other fovcreign than her royal highnefs, provided Ihe . 

vrould fubfcribe to the form of government they were about 
to propofe. Soon after they prayed that her highnefs would 
give them a written aiTurance, that ihe was willing fo hold 
her crown by free eledlion, without claiming to herfelf any 
hereditary right as the fifter of their monarch ^ 

The form of government propofed by the ftates, which 
ivas intended to ferve as a rule to the queen and her fuc- 
ceftbrs, was couched in. forty articles, containing in fub- 
fiance. That her majefty (hould never profefs any other mode 
of faith, than that preferibedin thedo<5lrines of Luther; that if 
her majefty fhould have ifiue, they (hould, ceteris paribus^ have 
the preference in the eledion of a fucceftbr ; that no prince raifed 
to the throne fhould be declared of age, and qualified togovern, 
before he arrived at the age of one and twenty years ; that 
no fubjed fhould be declared major before thb fame age s that 

' Id, ibid. 
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all the confidcrablc employments of the kingdom flibuld bo 
given to the native nobility, who have fhewn themfelveg 
deferving by their fervices ; that no laws made without their 
confent, (hould be binding to the ftates ; that the fovereiga 
ihould not encreafe the burthen of taXes witHout the appro* 
bation of the aiTembly ; that fhe ihould not conclude peace, 
^r declare war, without the advice and approbation of the 
fenate, and indeed of the ftates \ that her majefty (houldf be 
enabled to fupport the whole weight of government by an 
' affifting council, compofed of officers, fenators, and the in- 
tendants of provinces j that all public adb of government 
Should receive the fanSion of the fenate \ that the fenators 
(bould be nominated by the nobility, with the queen's ap- 
probation i that when her majefty flsould either be abfent or ia- 
difpofed, the affairs of ftate ihould be regulated in the ienate, 
by a plurality of voices ; that on the throne's becoming vacant, 
without hereditary ifilxe, the government ihould fall into the 
hands of the fenate, until the meeting of the ftates, for the 
tle&Aon of a TuccefTor ; that no gentleman ihould receive 
fentence in any other tribunal than the royal court, termed 
Hoffraten^ in points regarding his life or honour ; that the 
jprefidents of the refpeilive colleges, as well as the governor 
of Stockholm^ ihould be fenators ; that henceforward there 
ihoiild be no governors, general or particular ^ but the pro- 
vinces ihould be governed by intendants ; that the officers of 
the army and fleet ihoujd take an oath of allegiance to her 
niajefty, the kingdom, and the ftates $ that no colonel or 
other officer ihould prefume to march without orders from 
her majefty, given in full fenate, or foldier quit his poft or 
quarters, under the penalty of his life and honour; that the 
ftates ihould be regularly afTembled every three years, and 
oftner when the affairs of ftate required their meeting; that 
the Swedijh nobility ihould have the power to eleft a mareT- 
chal ; that the nobles of Ejfhonid^ Livonia^ and Oefel^ ihould 
be reinflated in all their privileges, whenever a happy peace 
ihould reftore thofe provinces to the crown of Sweden 5 that 
the fame regard ihould be ihewn to the nobility of the 
German provinces, upon a fimilar event j and that her ma- 
jefty ihould confirm to all the cities, towns, and corporations, 
their feveral rights and privileges. This new form of go- 
vernment was figned by the grand marefchal, the archbiibop 
6f Upjy^ the firft burgo-raafter of Stockholm^ and the fecre- 
tary of the peafants, and it was afterwards ratified by the 
queen, and ftamped with the great feal of Sweden, 'Nothing 
indeed could be more equitable than thefe conditions, upon 
which the crown vfts offered to the princefs royal, and ibe 

ty 
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hy bf r acceptaacc g^vea ftrongproof of her good feidc and mo- 
Oration* The itates bad fui^red nmnherlefs onortifications 
fjooi tbe arbitrary difpofiticm of their late monarch, and 
tb^y had been ip a manner cozened out of their privileges 
hf his royal ^ther Charjb$ XI i the opportunity now offered 
of redeeming their rights, and they were very excufable to 
^isbrace it : while the qaeen was no lefs prudent in re- . 
jloiUKing a prerogative, which could be of no ufe to a good 
Sovereign, and afforded a wicked prince the means of ren* 
during a whole nation wretched* 

Thb people being in this manner reftored to their ancient Baron 
piivileges, demanded a vi£tim to expiate the crimes and Goertz 
diforderis committed under the late adminiftration. Baron condemntd 
Qwrts^ W44 regarded by the mobility and clergy as the author andexi- 
pf all the oppre$ve meafiures of the late reign ; for fuch was ^^'^* 
the univerfal veneration for Charhs^ that they even declined 
4ir«diy afperfing his men^ory. A charge was formally 
4rawjnup» and the q^nifter.was accufed of peculation, of 
f fining public credit by inu^ipary money, of a defign tg 
^^oftroy the king and army, by advifing him to a ruinous 
campaign in the inbofpitable kingdom ofl^orwayj amidft th^ 
rigour9 of a fey^re winter -, and of drawing the enemy into 
the very heart of the kingdom^ with intention to regulate 
the (j^eceffion according to his own pleafure. Goniz defend* 
f^ bimfelf with great ability, and clearly invalidated almoft 
^yery article of the impeachment. His circumftances were 
a proof that be had applied none of the public money to hi$ 
own ufe; theneceffityof the times apologifed for his fub- 
ftituting imaginary money to fupply the wants of th6 trea- 
fury i and poffibly fuch a meafure might have proved of na- 
tional advantage, had it been purfued with more difcretion. 
The defign was cert<^inly vaft, and what has been fuccefir 
fully adopted in all great commercial ftates, where paper- 
credit anfwers every purpofe of fpecie. Leivis XIV. and 
the regent duke of Orleans made frequent alterations in the 
coin, without the leaft damage to public predit. With re- 
{pt6t to the caitipaign in Norwqjy it was wholly a fneafure 
of the king's own> and quite foreign to the plan drawn up 
by GoertZj though the minifter acceded to it, merely to draw 
Charles more eahly into his own great projed of being re- 
conciled to the czar of Mu/covy ; and as to the baron*8 defign 
of fetting afide the princefs royal, and placing his natural 
prince, the duke of iii?^W«, on the throne, that charge was 
, merely conjeSural, and never fupported by any proofs.' In- 
jdeed his intrigues were not yet fufficiently ripe to enter upon 
*chis ftieafure, though it is highly probable he would have 

F f 4 preferred 
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preferred the duke to the princefi. However, iiotwkhftand- 
ing Gcert%*t defence was clear and irrefragable, the proceft 
went on, without regard to regularity, and perhaps to eqaity.' 
He was denied the advice of a lawyer, and the affiftance of 
an advocate ; and the court and people feemed equally de- 
termined to take his life, the one from prejudice, and the 
other from reafons which they did not care to publifli. In* 
a word, the unhappy minifter was abandoned in his dtflrds^ 
by all mankind ; even the duke of Holflein was mean enough 
to pay his court to the queen, by difmiiling Goertz from his 
Service, and removing his protection ; and he was condemned 
to fofe bis head under a gibbet, at a place appointed for the' 
execution of thieves ana felons, after having been firft de* 
graded from all his titles, and lofing the order of Orangej 
with which he had bfcen honoured by the king of Pruffia,^ 
Goertz heard his /entence pronounced without emc^ion ; and 
he defired no other remiflion of the judgment pafled thai? 
that he fliould not be buried under the gallows. This he 
petitioned, but could not obtain the leaft mitigation. He 
drew up his juftiiication in prifon, wrote his own epitaph^ 
and declared with his laft breath, that he died a martyr to 
his fidelity to the king and duke of Hoiflein. He was cpn** 
du£led to (he place of execution, defired leave to addrefii 
himfeif to the people; but being refufed, took off* his wig and 
cravat, which he gave to his valet, unbuttoned his collar^ 
and laid his neck with the utmofl intrepidity on the block, 
faying, in German^ " Glut yourfelf, Sivedertj with that 
** blood, for which you have (b craving an appetite." Scarce 
had he pronounced thefe words when his head was fevered 
by one blow from his body ; and thusperifhed the celebrated 
baron GoeriZy for crimes which he never committed ; at the 
fame time that he merited deadi for divers others of which 
he was not accufed " (A). * 

« 

y " PuFFEND. lib. vii. Volt, apudfin. 

(A) In hif jufltficatbn the coftomary oaths ; that notwidi* 

baron complaiBs, that he was fianding baroa MulUrn bad 

denied the privilege of writing borne tcftimony, that he (Goerts^ 

in his own defence^ or employ- was authoriied in every pac^cu- 

ingcoanfel ; that he had only lar by the king, and was at the 

£x honr« given him to examine fame time the oiiniiler of HoU 

all the ads and documents of a Jiein^ no regard was paid either 

three years adminiftration, and to civil rights, or the laws efta- 

thcn to rely wholly on his me- blilhed among nations. To 

mory; that the commi/Taries thefe feveral other particulars 

v^re not bound down by the were added. 

Having 
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- Having performed this ad of jufttce, as it was called^ t^ 
the ftate, preparations were made for celebrating with great 
pomp the funeral obfequies of the late monarch ; and no. 
iboner wa» this I'afi duty and mark of refped paid, than the 
court turned their thoughts to the coronation of the new fo- 
vereign. The ceremony wtfs performed with the Htmoil 
magnificence 2XUpfal\ and what rendered it the more agree- 
able to the hation was, that it was preceded by a general 
zd of amnefty ; her majefty having refolved to begin her 
reign with proofs of her clcipency. 

Nor was it in the form of the conftitulion alone that the Treaij^ . 
death of Charles XII. wrought a happy change ; the affairs '^"'^^ 
of Europe in general afTumed a new appearance, and all p . 5 
the courts breathed nothing but mild and pacific fentiments. "^^' 
Coertzh vaft proje£h for exciting a frclh war were all at an ^jX^ft^ 
end; the whole plan concerted ztAhland vanifhed; ^^^ eU&or of 
Sweden was now jn fuch a fituation as admitted of no alter- Hanovi^* 
native : peace was to be embraced at all events ; and it 
might be regarded as fortunate, that the bafis of an accom- 
modation with RuJJiay the moft powerful enemy, was laid 
during the late adipinift ration, though at the expence of fe- 
veral valuable provinces. The queen made no fcruple of 
accepting the propofed mediation of Engkmdj notwithfland- 
jng Charles XII. regarded the eledor of Hanover as one of 
the moft infidious of all his enemies. Great Britain became 
mediatrix of the differences between her king, as eleSor of 
Hanover^ and the court of Sweden ; and a double treaty was 
iigned^ much about the fame time ; the firfl between the two 
crowns, and the next between her Swedijh majefly and the 
king of England^ in quality of eledor of Hanover, The one 
contained a renewal of the ancient amity between the two 
kingdoms, and the other an accommodation between the 
queen and n the ele<^or ; by which the latter agreed to pay 
her majefty^ million of crowns, on condition that Bremen 
and Vetden mould be ceded to him in perpetuity '. 

S WE DEN having got rid of one enemy by this 
peace with the eledor, and fecured an ally, in confequence ' 
of the treaty with the crown of Great Britain^ began to re- 
fume more courage. The czar expeded the fame terms fti- 
pulated at the congrefs ofMlandi and thefe a few- weeks be- 
fore would have been chearfully granted ; but the queen 
now Ventured to refufe them, as oppreflive and iniquitous. 
To enforce his deftiands the czar recommenced hoftilities, 
and put to fea with thirty men of war and near three bun- 



' Idem. ibid. 
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itti gaRtyo. Making a defcent on the coaft of Sweden^ lie 
bvf at Norkapwg^ i^ycoping^ Na9r'T4lgi&^ Suder-Telpey 2l greai^ 
number of villages, fanns^ and vilias^ deftroyiag }ikewi& 
abundance of iron-works, fmclttng-^mills^ and foit^nderies.* 
The czar's defign was, by this feverity> to force Sweden ta 
aceepi whatever terms he thought proper to impofe. Aftts 
burning, pillaging, and laying wafte the coafts of the king-* 
dom, he fent Ckfterman to Stockholm^ with the moft rigid pro- 
potils, and) among others, demanded the. abfolute ceilioq 
oi Efthoma^ Ingr'ta^ and Cardiay together witlvthe (bquQ&rj^ 
tion of Livonia in his hands, for the fpace of forty ye^rs. 
The queen, however, continued fleady in her reRtfa), be^ 
* ing fupportcd by the countenance of Great Brit^ifh and the 
arrival of admiral Narris with a Britijh fquadron of twenty* 
eight men of war ; a force more than equivalent to the wboh 
naval power of RuJJia^ This declaration from Gre4ft Britain 
proved decifive, and firft paved the way to an acconxmoda^ 
tion with his Pruffian snajefty ; that prince having agr-eed^ \fK 
confideration of having Sittm ceded to him, to oblige ^l 
the other enemies of &widm to accept reafonable conditioiks* 
For fome time indtsed the csar perfifted in his hoftilities, re-» 
fufmg to accept the mediation of Great Britain ; but finding 
that Pfuffia was already brought over, that the king oiDin^ 
mark yielded to the influence of the Britijh fleet, and th«t 
the republic of Poland had confented to a preliminary treaty 
with Sweditiy he began to enteruin more moderate fentb- 
ments. 
A. D« Amidst this labyrinth of negotiation and intriguf the 
1720. queen aflembled the ftates at Stuttdm^ and laid before them 
The queen the fituation of affairs, the alliances which ibe had con- 
fropqfesto traded, the treaties flie had formed, and the recoQciUati«»is 
hi A ^* ^^^ efFcftcd with fome of the neighbouring powers, de- 
l^d t ^'^^S ^^^^ advice and afliftance in the purfuit of a fplid, 
the^fave- '*<>'*^urable, and general pacification. This was the fubjeft 
reifn aw ^^ ^^ ^^^ meeting ; on the feoond day her majefty fent a 
thurity. pfopofition which greatly aftonifhed all her fubje^, as ibey 
^ had not the leafl intimation of her defign. She decbree 

that (he believed it for the good of her kingdom, that her 
royal confort fliould be eieSed king, and aflbciated with 
her in the government. She renewed her afluranees of her 
own and her confort's deteftation of defpotic principles ; (he 
beftowed the higheft encomiums on the form of govern- 
ment eftabliflied by the (lates, protefted that the prince her 
hufband had firft fuggefted to her, the idea of renouncing 
every prerogative that was inconfiftent with the perfcfl: free- 
dom and happinefs of her p€o>le | called Gpd to witnefs 

that 
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that he was a true Lutheran^ and would defend the evan- 
gelic faith with his blood i reprefented the dangers to which 
he had already expofed his perfon in the caufe of Sweden^ 
•enumerated his good t]ualities, and the advantages which 
would neceflarily refult from having a prince on the throne 
who was capable of heading the national armies, and com- 
manding refped as well as efteem ; (he gave, on her own 
2>art, the moft ample aflurances, that (be would never attempt 
extending the prerogative of the crown ; and declared, that, 
fhould her royal confort ever be feduced to that meafure by 
evil counfellors, (he- would be foremoft to (land up in de- 
fence of liberty, to join the ftates againfl all oppofition, and 
to refign the crown which (he no longer merited j (he defired 
they might adjuft the fuccefSon in whatever manner they 
ihould think reafonable ; and concluded with acquainting 
them, it (hould be the (tudy of her life to merit this inftance 
of the regard of her fubjefts. When the queen's propolition 
was read to the ftates, count Horn propofed, that it (hould 
be duly examined by twenty-four commifTaries chofen by 
the ftates. The count was marefchal of the nobles, and he 
thought it advifable, that the propofal (hould be likewife 
comqdunicated to the two lower eftates, as well as to the 
fenate, that whatever was done might have the entire appro- 
bation of the nation y. His advice was followed, and warm 
debates arofe, which took up feveral days without coming 
to any determination. The ^nobility themfelves were di- Dfhatts in 
vided into three, fa£tions ; the firft were for granting the '^^ ajfemr 
queen's requeft without alteration ; the fecond did not op- ^b °f*^ 
pofe raifing the prince to the dignity of fovereign, but thcy-^^^'* 
required that the queen (hould renounce her authority, and 
delegate it entirely upon her hufband ; and the third Was for 
keeping matters upon the prefent fopting. 

Therb was more harmony among the commons, or the 
order of peafants. Their deputies declared, in the name of 
the whole body, that, perfe<^ly fatisfied of the good intenti- 
ons of her majefty and his royal highnefs, they gave their 
unlimited approbation to her royal requeft, and heartily re- 
quefted the concurrence of the other brders of the kingdom, 
without which they could not expeA that their confent 
would produce any efFeft. As foon as the prince was in« 
formed that a majority of the ftates approved of his eleftion, 
he fent a fecond declaration of his intentions, wherein he 
promifed not only to pracStife the Lutheran religion, but to 
defend it with his life, and prohibit the exercife of any 

' r PupFFND.lib,v4u 

other 
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Mhermodeof faith within the kingdom; to.maintam the 
people in all their rights and privileges, and the ftates in the 
full exertion of their prerogatives ; to govern by advice of 
the fenate, and agreeable to the new-eftabltfbed form of 
government, or any other which the Aates (hould think fit 
to propofe : he promifed to Airrender to the mercy of the 
ftates whoever (hould advife him to attempt extending the 
crown- prerogative, and to abfolve the fubje(£ls from their al-f 
legiance in cafe he ihould be fcduced into meafures contrary 
to their freedom, and tending to defpotifm ; and laftly, he 
gave the moft folemn aflu ranees, that he would never cede 
by treaty, mortgage, or alienate from the crown, any of the 
• Swedijb G^nmn dominions, unlefs by advice of the fen ate 
and general aflcmbly of the ftates. Notwkhftanding the 
prince had prpmifed all that could be required, the nobility, 
joined to a part of the clergy, reprefented to the queen the 
inconveniencies of dividing the fovereign authority ; upon 
which (he told them that it was never her defign to referve 
to herfelf any fhare of the fupreme authority, during the 
life-time of his highnefs, but to provide for the future, and 
delegate, at the death of either, the whole power upon the 
furvivor. In a word^ fhe defu-ed nothing more than to fe- 
cure the crown to the longeft liver. The debates were now 
again refumed by the nobility ; for as to the other orders 
they were entirely fatisfied with this new declaration ; and 
thought it highly neceflary that the crown fhould be^iven 
to the prince upon the fame footing as the parliament liad 
beftowed the crown of Great Britain upon If^tlUam III, prince 
of Orange, At length, after tedious altercation, it was una- 
nimoufly refolved, that his highnefs (hould be raifed to the 
fovereign authority : accordingly an aft of cleSion was 
4t1i April, drawn out in the fame terms as that ufed at the queen's 
eledion ; and upon the prince's fubfcribing it, he was pro- 
claimed king, with the ufual formalities, by the heralds. ^ 
The prince YoK the whole month of ^nV violent deb*4tes were main- 
"j^^^'j ^^^^^^9 concerning the form of government, the changes to 
elaimed y^^ made, and the neceflary additions to that conftitution 
'%* y which was ettablifhed the preceding year. The king and 
jome a e- ^^^^ j^gj confented to all the alterations which (hould be 
modem ?^^"g^^ necefTary ; and the flates thought they ought to pro- 
the form ^^ '^Y ^^ ^^^^ ^'^ opportunity of fecuring liberty to the lateft 
ofgQ<vern- pofterity : they little imagined that one politic fubtle reign 
pient/ would be fufEcient to overthrow all the works they had 
been erecting with fo much pains, for the defence of free^ 
dom. By the aift of ^^j' all the orders came tg an agree- 
ment i and the form of government^ with all the intended 

alterations, 
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alterations, was prcfented to the king, to wbicb be Tub- 
icribed without heijtation. Agreeable to this form the num-^ 

' ber of fenators was limited ta iixteen, after the death of 

' thofe who now poflefled that honour fhould reduce it to . 
that flandard. Public buiinefs was divided among the fe- 
nators, and their particular duties aifigned to each. The 

• fenators were no longer todired the colleges ; but thefe bo- 
dies were henceforward to be composed of the gentlemen of 
landed intereft, acquainted with the buiinefs of the college^, 
without refpeft to any particular order. Next day the king 
was crowned with the fame magnificence observed at the 
queen's coronation 5 the fame day peace with England^ Po* 
land J PruJJia^ and Denmark^ was proclaimed, as an auff'- • 
cious beginning to the new reign. The treaty with'D^«- 
mark imported, that his Danijh majefty fliould, under no 

. pretence, aid, affift, or any way afford countenance to the 
czar of Mufcovy^ until he had concluded peace with Sweden ; 
that until then no Rtffian ihips ihould be admitted into the 
Danijh ports Or harbours ; that his Danijh majefly (houhi 
evacuate all the towns, cities, and territories, occupied <]tt-> 
Ting the prefent war, and feized violently from Swedeny at a 
time when (he was opprefTed by other enemies ; by this was 
underftood the province of Pomerania quite to the river 
Pejuiy the city and fortrefs» of Stralfund^ the ifle of Rugen, the 

, fortrefi of Marjlrandy the city of JVifmary ^c. In his turn, 

■ the king of Sweden agreed to pay a certain equivalent in Treaties 
money, to claim no exemption from the duties of the *^«'^ Oe**- 
Sound, but to be upon the fame footing, in that refpeft, with "^^^ ^^ 
England and Holland^ \ that his Swedijh majefty (hould, b«- Poland. 

" fides other coniiderations, psiy to the crown of Denmark the 
fum of 600,000 crowns ; that the prifoners of both nations 
ihould be mutually releafed without ranfom ; and that 
Wifmar ihould be difmantled, and not again fortified. 

As xx^ Poland, the treaty with that crown contained in fub-> 
flance, that his majefty mould acknowledge Augujlus as fole 
and legitimate fovereign, renounce Stanijlaus, and affift his . 
Polijh majefty in preferving peace and tranquillity in Great 
Poland, the grand duchy of Lithuania, &c, while Auguflm, 
on his part, confented that Stanijkus (hqUkl for his life retain 
the nam^and honours of majefty, but not the arms or titie 
of Poland igxznicd a general amnefty to all who had declared 
for Stanijlaus, and refiored^ them to their eftates, honours, 

' aitd employments. 

» Prefent State of Eoro^, cap. if. * 

PETER 
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Fropo/al PETER the Great j czar of Mufawj^ was now the or&f 
/ar a peace rcmsiinmg eocmy of Sweden; but his extraordinary talents, 
tvitlf RaP> power, and refources, rendered him thf nioft formidable 
^* potentate of the north. Peter had, from a nation of lavages, 

unacquainted with every art that contributes to adorn the 
mind, or enrich a kingdom, brought the Ruffians to make a 
confiderable figure in the art of war, ihip-building, and 
divers trades and manufadurcs. He had opened a mart at 
Peter/burgh^ to which port he drewr all the commerce of the 
Baku ; and had, by large prefents and vaft encouragement, 
filled Ruffia with the beil artifts, in every kind, that could 
be found in England^ Francey and Holland. He knew his own 
importance, the ftrength of his forces, and demanded terms 
proportioned to the hazard Sweden muft run by continuing 
the war. The combined fleets of England amd Sweden did 
not intimidate him from fending a powerful fquadron to 
cruize along the enemy's coafts ; and he was rendered more 
bold, by an advantage which a part of the Ruffian (quadron 
obtained over the Swedijb^ in which four (hips of the latter 
Interrupt were taken. Five Swedi/h gallies, with feveral fmaU veflels, 
^^^^^totbey^^^^^ ftationed oS Fl^eburgk^ and attacked by fifteen 
Ruffian gallies* They made a running fight, in order to 
join the vice-admiral, who lay at fome diftance with a man 
of war and two frigates. In defpite of all the enemy's en- 
deavours they made good the junSlion, but were foon fur- 
rounded by thirty Ruffian veiTels of different fizes. A (harp 
^^igagement began, and in aU appearance vi£h>ry would have 
declared for the Swedijh vice-admiral, who made terrible de- 
flrudion with his heavy cannon, had not unfortunately two 
frigates and two gallies run a-ground, and fallen a prey to 
the enemy. This obliged the Swedes to croud fail, break 
through the enemy, and retire to Carl/croon^ after having 
fold, at a high price^ the honour of an advantage to the Ruf" 
Jians ^. Such was the vi£tory, for which the czar entered 
Peter/burgh in triumph. 

Whiib hoftilities were committing on the ocean, the 
czar carried his poIiteneiV fo high, as to iend his adj.utant- 
\ general Romanfdorff to Stockholm^ to congratulate the king 
on his acceifion, and make frdih propofals of peace ; but they 
were ib extravagant, as fcarce to merit a hearing. The 
court of 5fu«^, in her turn, defired to fettle a cartel for 
the exchange of prifoners, and an armiftice for the feafon. 
The jR/f^;! general declared, that both points exceeded his 
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ifift^udions ; upon which the king fent general IhlbrmNi to 
folicit the cartel at Pnerjbttr^h. Ahnoft all tke winter was 
confumed in fruitlefs negotiations, and preparations ibr r&- 
x^orhtnencing hoftilities ; for which pmrpofe the ftates wene 
•aflembled) the king deiiring their advice, on the means of 
^urfuing the war with vigour, or of iounediately tenniinafting 
it by a fblid peace. Before the diet met, the neut Ihpkem^ 
T^fideht from "S^weden at the court of Ftemay brought to 
StoMolm a fcheme of preliminaries^ concerted between die 
^e^ar and the duke of Holjliin : however, as it was mereljr 
verbal, it might be difavdWed, and the court chofe therefore 
to place little confidence in it. Befides, it contained cer- 
tain articles to which SweAn could not well accede^ with- 
out injury to the king^s honour and the natk>n 5 but it was 
not doubted, but the Czar would relax in tbefe^ as it was 
obvious from the concei&ons made in this plan^ that he was 
Dot averfe to peace. The propoficions made heie' imported, 
that the c^ar &6u1d guarantee to the duke of IMfitin the 
reftitution of Skfivkk^ with the title of royal highnefe, and 
tight of fucceffion to the crown of Stiueden. That his czaiifb 
tnajefty (hould give his eldeft daughter in marriage to the 
faid duke, with the provinces of fmlandy EJihonia^ and Lp- 
vonia^ for a portion; which might, on the duke's acceffion, 
revert to the crown of Sweden. That the duke of Htlftnn 
ihould conr<£nt to the ftate^ preferving their right of efedion : 
and that Ihould thofe propofitions be r e j ^Q e d, his highnefs 
hoped the court of Sweden would not be offended at Us 
joining with the czar, in Qider to siaintaia his right by focce 
of arms. 

From the referved manner of the court of^medatj where Canp^efi 
ttiefe propoihions were prefented, it was manifeft, they at Niew- 
were far froin approving the duke of ffolftern's can^vSt.&zdt^ aaJ 
The ptblic Was more incenfed at HpphnSj who liad retimed a peace 
Without leave from Gernutny^ with a plan of pacrfication, no wthtbe , 
Way to the credit or advantage of his country. After having ^«^^* 
been clofely examined before the king and fenate, Jie was 
confined to his houfe, and fevereiy reprimanded, for his iire'' 
gular and unprecedented conduct. Notwicfaftanding the 
feverity with which the refident was treated, it was general-^ 
ly believed, that he paved the way to negotiations ; and this 
opinion Was confirmed by advice, that the czar had appoint* 
ed plenipotentiaries to attend a congrefs fixed to fit at Niew- 
fiadt^ to adjuft a fufpenfion of arms, and preliminaries of 
peace. Yet, although matters were in this forwardnefs, 
Peter refolved to treat fword-in-hand, and with that view or- 
dered general Ltfy to lail with a fquadron> \o ^nnoy the 

Swedifi 
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Swedijb QtXDxattcc^ and fpread terror along the fea-co^^ 
Lefy Janded his troops at sl place called Efcrum^ advanced in^ 
to the country, burnt fomo magazines without redftaace^ 
and pillaged and laid wafte the towns of Sunderbam^ Gude^ 
wtnk'Iwald^ Swiweldy and ^rjlaniy five hundred hamlets^ 
and twenty-eight parishes. On his return, he took two 
galleys, burnt four, and made prize of tyvo large merchant-- 
men, and twenty-five fcnall veilels. Theie fueceflfes enabled 
the czar to treat with a high hand \ though not very coniidej- 
rable, th^ fufficiently evinced his power, and the more rea^ 
dily difpoied his &widijh majefty to accept, of his propoials. 
In con&quence, the plenipotentiaries at Nietv/ladt found lit;- 
fle difficulty in eftablifliing preliminaries for a peace, which 
ihouid reftore the antient amity beteewn the two nations. 
By this treaty^ Livonia^ Ingerfnania^ part of Carelia^ the ter- 
ritory of fFiburghj the iflands Oepl^ Dragac^ and Mam^ were 
ceded to the czar; who, on his fide, reftored the great duchy 
of Finland to Sweden^ except that part 6f.it referved to Ruf-^ 
fia in marking out the frontiers of both Nations, Befides, the 
* czar confented to pay his Swedijh majefty the fum of two 
millions of crowns, and permit his {ubje£b to purcbafe to 
the amount of 50,000 rubles yearly in corn5 at Revel^ R^ga^ 
Wiburghy and other places, now annexed to the &ujpan em- 
pire. All this corn might be imported duty free into Sweden^ 
or fenC wherever the purchafers thought proper ; the czar a- 
greed not to interpofe in the domeftic concerns of Sweden^ 
and particularly in the form of governnfient lately eflabiilhed. 
Livonioy EJiboniay and the ifle of Oefel^ . were to be prefe/ved 
in all their privileges. The inhabitants were to be fufFered 
to exerqlfe the fame religion they had before profefled. The 
. prifoners, on either fide, were to be fet at liberty without 
ranfom ; and all deferters and ma)efa£tors, who had taken 
ihelter in the dominions of either, to be furreiidered without 
hefitatioR or demur. Upon the whole, the treaty was difliked 
in Sweden ; . fome blamed the vaft ceffions made to Rujpay 
alledging, that the fame conditions might have been obtain- 
ed long fince» and before great part of the kingdom had been 
laid wafte during the fitting of the congrefs and negotiations, 
which in the end turned out to the difgrace of the kingdom. 
It is neverthelefs certain, that Sweden could not, at this junc- 
ture, avoid receiving the law from Rufstay after maintaining, 
for a great number of years, a ruinous war againft all the 
potentates of the north ; during which whole armies were 
deftroyed and enflaved, the king obliged to live in a ftate of 
exile among infidels, the people brought to the extreme verge 
of mifery by oppreffive necefiary taxes, and the whole na« 

tion 
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lidn lit a flate of difcord, cotifufioh and wretchednefi ; ^raiii* 
ed of men and money ,< trade at the laft ga(p, mduftry ex- - 
pmngi the fleet ruined, and neither (hips nor forces to pro- 
ii&, the cbaft ^ainft the repeated alarms of the Ruffians^ 
who fwept the Baltic with an air of triumph, and flouriihed 
thegreateft maritime power in the north '. ^, . 

^ Thcrd were other circumftartces befidesj which rendered ^p^'^P^- 
it neceffary to come to ah accommodation with the czar. ^^^^" 

• While Sweden was wrapped up in the congrefs at Nieivftadty ^^ ^i- 
there aroTe a cloud from another quarter, which threatened turbanat 

• an abrupt ifTue to the harmony fubfifting Between Sweden ^ couru 

• and certain neighbouring powers. The firft appearance 

was excited by count Freytag^ minifier from the emperor ^^ Jj. 
at Stockholm. In a memorial prefented by this ambaf* 162^^ 
iador to the king, he complained of a violation of his privi- "^ 

' leges, by a guard fet over his houfe and baron Schweririi^ to 
;t)re vent their deciding a difference between them by the 
•fword. The king ref<$rred the contents of the memorial to 
Chefenate, who fubmitted it to the colleges, as belonging to 
their province; The detifion was, that baron Schwerin^ 
-though a major-general in the kifig's fervice, ifhould make 
. his acknowledgments to the ambal&dor. Freytag wad not 
: Iktisfied with this : he renewed his complaints,' and received 
for anfwer from the king's own mouth, that he had all the 
regard poffible for the fount's perfon and character, ahd re-^ 
iped for his imperial majefty ; and that if the reparatioil 
made appeared infufficient, he would take care his excellen- 
cy fiiould have juftice done to hini in a more aniple and ex- 
plicit manner* Notwithftanding this favourable anfwer^ 
the minifter continued to throw out the niioft difrefpedfii! 
menaces againft Schwerin^ faying, among other things, that 
ihoujd he ever prefume to enter his door, he would throw 
, him over the witidow. This was a downright infult on the 
king in the perfon of his m^or-general ; yet his majefty con- 
. tented himfelf with reminding the ambailadbr of what he 
' iaid, and before whom, he ipoke, which fo provoked the pe- 
' tulant minifter, that he carried his complaints to the empe- 
' ror aQd before the court of Vienna, Upon thi^ he was for- 
bid coming to court ; but to qualify this prohibition, Schwerifi 
, was at the fame time told, that his majefty deiired he would 
likewife abfent himfelf. Befides this, the king lodged a 
'formal complaint againft the difrefpe^ful condiift of the 
ambaflador, at the court of Vienna^ with a full juftification of 
his own behaviour, and his ftrong defire of (hewing all th^ 
regard to the imperial minifter that was confiftent with his 

* Idem. ibid. 
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own honour ; but before any anfwer returned, cckat ffff^ 
repaired to the court of Denmark^ quitting Stockbobn vrithoot 
giving the leaft intimation of his departure. He refided it 
Copewjagtn. all the enfuing year, when he receiv«4 an ordsr 
from the emperor to return to St^ckbolm^ and ma]pe all pof- 
fiblq reparation to his SweJUJh majefty for the indignity omt- 
ed to his authority by his prefumption. Nothing could be 
more mortifying to the count's haughty fpirit, than fuch a 
conceflion ; but he was forced to comply : the court of /?- 
etma fkw fo clearly that his heat, pafiion, and pride, had led 
him into error, that ihe wifely determined not to vindicate 
the mifcondu£l: of her minifler. The king received his a- 
pologies with great dignity, but at the fam^ time requefted 
of the emperor, that he would not carry his puni&nientpf 
the cQunt fo far as to withdraw his employment. In confe- 
quence, Frejtag was permitted to continue at Siockbolmy the 
king reconciled him to Schwerin^ and in this manner an af- 
fair was qfiade up, which had almoft involved Sweden In frefli 
troubles, before fhe had timetorefpire after her loog ftrug- 
gles, which Oie had but juft terminated. 

Another affair of almoft a fimilar nature occurred i« 
bout the fame time. The fieur Rumff^ the Duuh refident, 
prefented a memorial to the king^ denring reparation oi aa 
jnfuh ofi^red to one of his domefticks, by an infoJent fol- 
dier upon guard, who had fnatched away the domeftick's hat, 
becaufe it happened to be laced wi.th filver. fie a^rmed that 
his fervants were not fubjed to the Aimptuary laws eftaUifli- 
ed in Sweden^ and demanded thatthe ibldier nbight bepuniflied. 
The afFair, though feemingly trivial, engaged the attention ^f 
the fenate, by whom it was taken into connderatioo, and tile 
foldier fentenced to eight days fmprifohment,d4iring virfaich tims 
he ftould be re(lricted to bread and water. Thefe frivoloss 
quarrels we have mentioned merely to fhew how Swedm 
was humbled fmce the death of Charles Itll. who would 
have declared war againft the emperor and the republic, 
rather than have made conceffions that would in the leaft de- 
rogate ftpm the dignity of his crown. Sut what was tbougkt 
of more confequence, was another memorial prefented by 
' the Dutch rcfident, touching the payment of this remainder 
of the 750,000 florins lent to the late king in the year 1702, 
A. D. upon the cuftoms and entries of the port of Riga. This wiw ^ 
1724. ^^^ the iirft time the fame demand had been made, and 
repeated anfwers had been given, that the Slvedi/h court 
could not pofTibly adjuft the afFair while Riga was in tie 
hands of the Ruffianiy without the confent of the court tf 
Mofcow. The king now returned the feme anfwer \ pro- 
mihng withal, to exert his iitmoil influence wi4i tb9t cQurt 

to 
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%<^ ^Foeiire t^6%h^um^ to cbeur high injgbtiQefib the ftate^ 

Eeneral ; ^pA indjeed bf ii^i mad^ pTovrnQn fpr ihis in the 
ktc treaty .executed, at Nifwftadt. 

Hid S%oe4i/b miyt&y hayiog difengaged his hands fron) all Difficultie$ 
ik^it fj^eign tc^ni's^ipnsi now ^^ppjiied his whple attention ahoui the 
to eoiable hi9 fulijjej^s to reap the fruity pf that tranquillity treatUs of 
a»d tpfok ^hiph ttey had but juft cafted. His endeavours Vienna 
frtec with fuccefs ; COoimcrce revived, induftfy flour i fixed, ^^'^^*- 
ih^ tnine$ and manufafiures were diligently cultivated, all '*^^^'- 
attiife$ m the public ggvernment and police were carefully 
l^uI^Ccd, order W^3 reftored to the financ<ps, the treafury 
yrgs repleniAiedy fdri^ apd garri/bps were put in a poilure pf 
defence, and the troops on a better footing than they had 
h%tn for 9 (bries of years. In thi? manner was he employed 
when the treaties pf VUnm and Han9v$r once niore involved 
h^m in foreign negotiations- Tiie roinifters of France and 
Jp^gbnd having communicated tbefe treaties to the Swedijb 
ilEoi?;iiniflaries, they found tfaemfelves confiderably embarraflled^ 
The Fremh find EngUJh reildents required that Sweden would 
ja/ccede to the treaty, about which the Court had difficulties^ 
<)ut of refpe^i: to the emperor and the court of Mofcow^ A 
l^ariety of conferences Wiere held upon this fubjed, and mat*- 
ters were in a fair train of proving fatisfadory to all parties, 
9i^bei) the court of Dtntnari introduced a frefb fubjeiSl of liti- 
gation. The king ofDenmari reprefeated, by his mintfter^ ^ j) 
that b^ing informed of certain fchemes carrying on by the 172c.* 
duke of i£?^««; to the prejudice of D^w/w^rit, which that 
prince propofed executing with the affiftance pf £^{^(7, his 
m^j^fty found himfelf under the neceflity of having recourfe 
to the proper means to fruftrate thofe defigns 1 he therefore 
.'declared, i^at the preparations and armaments he was about 
to fct on foot, hadno other objeS than felf-defen.ce, and op- 
poiin^ the views of the 4uke of Holjiein 5 that the intention 
of the court of Denmark was to live upon the moft amicable 
terms with. Sweden^ and rigidly to obferve the late treaties 
executed between the two crowns; his majefty therefore 
hoped, that the king of Sweden harboured the fame fenti- 
ments, and would give proofs of his good difpoiition, by 
difcoUntenancing the fchemes formed by the duke of Hol^ 
Jiejn^ which might terminate in kindling a frefll war in the 
North. His Swedijb majefty anfwered, that his determina- 
tioii was, pundually to execute all the treaties fubfifting be- f^^ jy^ 
tween the two kingdoms, and to cultivate the friend/hip of tj26» 
Detimari ; but at the fame time he equipped a fleet with the 
utmoft expedition, upon advice that an EngUJh fquadron had 
. ciitficed the Baltic. A body of troops wfis beiides ordered to 
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tiie fea*coaft» and the militia was armed and encattped id 
certain ftations, thought the mdl 'convenient for oppofing 
an invaiion. Notwithftanding the king of Great Britam 
gave the ftrongeft aJSiirances, that the deftination of his fleet 
' was to oppofe the Ruffians^ and prevent any attacks firom 
that quarter on Sweden or Denmark \ yet the court continued 
the preparations, but was at laft forced to yield to the fidi- 
citations of France and England^ by acced'mg to the treaty of 
Hanover. The Swedijh minifters at foreign courts fpoke of 
this as a matter already concluded, and that was <mly de- 
ferred until the ftates were aflembled, that it might pa6 
through the conftitutional channel^ and be fanSified with 
the entire approbation of the people. 

Meantime the imperial, Ruffian^ and HMeift miniftos 
were labouring to perfuade the court to iqedt the propo&ls 
of France and England. The emperor prefented, by the 
hands of his minifter at Stockholm^ an a6l of the court of Fi^ 
^nna% acceffion t6 the treaty concluded between Sweden and 
Ruffia; a treaty in which was ftipulated, by a fecret article^ 
that meafures mould be taken for the reftitution of Slefimck 
to the duke of Holftein^ in order that the tranquillity of the 
-North might be eftabliflied on a more folid bafis ; but his 
Swedijh majefty declared, that he would not interpofe in the 
tlifputes of the imperial court, with refped; to the interefts 
of Spain^ Italy y and the Q^^»i company. 

As to the court of Mufcovy it was every day prefenting 
frefii memorials. Sometimes the Ruffian minifter demand^ 
the affiftance ftipulated in the laft treaty,, to oppofe the c?i- 
terprifes of the Englijh fquadron ; at other times he faid, that 
' the Ruffian fleet was in a condition to withftand the combined 
U{\xzdtom oi England znA Denmark % upon which he defired 
the advice of the king of Sweden^ and the ftipulated zSBtS- 
tance, ffaould it be found neceflary, to repel -infults. All 
thefe memorials made no alteration in the condud of his 
majefty, as it was obvious they were calculated only to pre- 
vent his acceding to the txcsLty of Hanover ^ by putting on 
the appearance of in approaching rupture between Gnat 
Britain and RuJ/id. At laft the duke of Holflein ient two 
letters to the king and the ftates, repreienting, that although 
a variety of circumftances had hitherto concurred to prev(^nt 
the performance of that article of the late treaty, regarding 
the reftitMtion of Slefwick^ yet that his highnefs now expeded 
this juftice from the courts of Stockhobn zxA Mofcmo. He 
. iiitimated the readinefs with which the emperor entered into 
his interefts, from pure motives of equity ; and hoped, that 
his Swedijh majefty, who was bound down by engagements, 

would 
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would not fliew himfelf more backward. <* We are afiured, 
^ fa)rs he, that the ftates of the Jungdom will have fo much 
^ pity) compaffion, and love for juftice, as not to obftru£l a 
^ meafiire tending to reftore me, after fo long and direful an 
^^ oppreffion, to my legitimate right; efpeciallyas it is known 
^* to the whole world, that our hereditary dominions have 
^ fallen a facriiice to the fervice of Sweden. We need not en-> 
<< terintoadetailhowfar it is theintereftof £ic;^<^toprovide 
^* that Denmark be not enabled by the revenues.of the duchy 
4(- of Siejivicij again to difturb the tranquillity of the North : 
<* that we fliall fiibmit to the judgment of the king and the 
^' ftates ; requefting of them only to reflect upon the hard- 
*^ fliip it will be on us, after fo much patience and reiigna- 
^^ tion, after fo many promifes and expedations, to be at 
<^ laft difappotnted of fucceeding to our right, at a timer 
^* when the intereft of Sweden is equally concerned witli 
<* our own,, in feeing this juftice executed/' 

To this letter the, king returned no.anfwer, any more 
Azn to a memorial prefented by count Freyfagj relative to 
tbe acceffion of Swein to the treaty of Hanover* He feared v 
the coniequences of engaging in a labyrinth of intrigues, and V 
xefolyed to purfue the pTaiheft method, without regarding 
tbe imperialifts proteftations, that the treaty of Hanover 
tended to fubvert the Germanic conftrtution, and deftroy the - 
fiibofdination of the-'members to the head of the empire. He 
intimated that the king of Great Britain's intention was, to 
fecure the ^u'^di^-fucceffion to the younger princes his 
gmnd-children, on the va^ncy of the crown by the demife 
^f his facred majefty. Little regard, however, was paid to 
infinuations which looked like the laft efforts of defpair, of 
fycceeding in a meafure on which the emperor had fet his « 
heart. At laft the acceffion of the ftates to the treaty of 
Hanover was publiflied, accompanied with a paper, decla- 
ring the motives upon which the refolutions of the diet were 
^rmed. Here it was reprefented, that after a &r'i& exami- 
nation of precedents, documents, proofs, and papers relative 
to foreign affairs, in the fenate, chancery, and poUeg^s ; 
after perufing all the fecret correfpondences of minifters, the 
conferences with foreign ambailadors, the memorials and 
piecbflf upon this fubjef^, the diet faw no reafon to regard the 
treaty of Hanover in any other light than a compad merely 
4efen£ive, with a view to the prefervatibn of the public re-» 
pofe, and which could only prove difpleaiing to thofe powers 
who meditated difturbing the public quiet. Hence it follow- 
ed, that acceding to this treaty could not be regarded as an 
IjifraS^on of any pre(;edin^ alliances ; for as all the powers 
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' vert at peac6 vrith each other, a ftri£br wrnHf befifaeeg 

England and Swidm could not juftty give ujoihrage to tlxtf 

empire or jRj^. On the contrary, it was expref'^y fpoci-^ 

fied in the fifteenth article of the treaty of peace with Ruffian 

that the two treaties were perfedly confiftent. With re-i^peA 

to the aflair of SUfimk^ his SweSJb mijefty and the ^Ite^ 

apprehended, that accoiing to the tre^y of H&na^er ^irc^iM 

he regarded as the moft eflefhial (neafiire for clearing up tbid 

intricacies, and renioying all doubts which his roy^ higii-'' 

fief$ might entertain of the coun.i^ Stveden^ as it ferved tt# 

fulfil the treaty with Ru^y without vtoleiice to the engage-' 

ments contraoed with Denmark^ and guarantied by fo man/ 

different powers. For thefe reafons, and many others', 

which policy did net admit of being made public, the ftates 

Kcommended it to his majefty to clofe in with the propofaf^ 

of France and England^ and heartily accede to the treaty 

concluded at Hancmer^ under certain reftriAions. . 

A- D. * iMM^BX^iATaLY on publication of the king's refelt^n, 

1727. A^ minifters of the courts of Vienna and Myc9W abfenteA 

tbemfelves, and now pubiiflied menaces, tnflead of the^ ilfft^ 

, ' dTcbortationf and promiies ^ fdme time ^er, however, tbej^ 

returned to court, being either fatisfied of the eqirity of hif 

Sfwedtfi ma^fty's proceedings, or of the futility of impotent 

threatenings. 

Sc ARcy had Sweden^ by thefe means^ been fortified by fo» 
xeign alliances, and placed in a fit nation to redeem all the 
loifes of the late war, when fome domeftic occurrence af oft, 
to poifon the felicity expeded from fuch a feries of wife aftd 
moderate mcafures. At the firft fitting of the flates thd fecret 
committee had put the count Wellii^ m arreft, itnd ftiaed all 
his papers; He was now cited to appear hdott tile rdysd 
tribunal, and accufed of a defign to fuhvei^ the got€^nn^nt, 
of fecretli^ adtifing the kmg to reco^et the former preN)g^ 
tives of his crown j of being in the ititereft of th^e c<mrt of 
Molfliiny and in league with Siameke to fix the dukom the- 
Swedijk fucceffion^ of embeazHAg the public mofiey white he 
had the government of the biftfopricks( Of Bremen and Vif* 
den ; of bcpig a party in the pernicious projcfts of the late 
haron G$ertz^ and of having contributed to the rum df ge- 
neral Steenboei*s viflorioiis army in HolfleiiU by his faMfe and 
deceitful counfels. This was a chfarge the gVeater p*t of 
which was founded in malice ; Wetting refuted it v^ith t\^ 
utmoft addrefs and ability : but as feme papers had been 
found in his cabinet, which fufficiently proved, that he car- 
ried on a fecret correfpondence with the duke of Hel/kihy all 
the other artidka of the charge v^ere taken for granted ^ and 

the 
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1^ (ecxct Goaimittee w^re of optmon, that he dcferved to 
be ftfipped of all his honours, digoities, employments, and 
cilates, and that he ought to lofe his head by the igno- 
nunious hands of the common executioner. On the day 
a^^iointed for pronouncing fentence, his daughter, the coun- 
tefa of BafmUr J prefented a petition, praying, that, in confi- 
Oration of his great age, her father might npt be deprived 
of his life or eftate ; but that he might be allowed to pafs 
the renuinder of hts days in his caftle ; a requeft that was 
granted, as far as it regarded his life, out of refpe^t to heir 
excellent qualities^ and filial duty; but before he could be 
conveyed to the place of his exilcj be died of a fever, and 
ills eftate was confifcated. 

For fevcral years Sweden lived in terms of friendfbip with- 
all her neighbours, maintained a clofe correfpondence with 
Ruffia^ and feemed little difpofed to yield to the claims of 
the duke of Helft^in to the fuccefiion, from an apprehenlion ' 
of introducing changes, in the conftitution, which might 
prove fatal to liberty. This prince notwithftapding, who 
imagined his claim was undeniable, as only fon to the 
queen's eJdeft fifter, never dropped bis intrigues to accom«- 
plUh the great defign of elevating himielf to a throne. 
Xhefe were the remote caufes of certain difturbances in the 
fiate, to which^ on a fuperficial vieW) they feem to have no ^ 
relation. 

Ever fince the Britt/h fleet had made its appearance in 
the BalticytQ determine Sweden in favour oif thcf treaty of 
JH^noveTf the king ftodied to conned; himfelf intimately 
with Great Britain^ 2X the fame time that he ihewed the ut^ 
moft re(pe<a for the houfe oiAuftria. It was uniyerfally * 
imagined, that the policy of the court would continue to 
flow in this channel \ Wt circumftances arofe which difap- 
pointed the general opinionj; had almoft deftroyed the fruits 
of the king's moderation, brought affairs back to the old 
fy'ftem, and nearly ruined the conftitution lately formed on 
the bails of national libertv and equity. A diet aftembled In A. D. 
J 738 opened the firft profpe<a of the approaching ftorm (A). 1738* 
The (pelebrated count TC^ffm was chofen marefchaU and it 
ibon appeared) that all his. influence and iagacity would be 

(A) We have^ dcfigticdly abled by authentic materials; . 

paJTedover a period'of ten years becaufe the affairs of Siueden are • 

In filence, becaufe nothing me- but very inaccurately treated in 

ihorable occurred ; but we any of the publications which 

thought it neceffary to continue have fallen into our hands, 
the hiftory as low as We are en- 
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Sweden is required to govern the headftrotig multitude. On tbeir firj| 
fi*vid$d entrance on bufinefs it appeared that the diet w^s compofiij 
ftuofac- of perfens wbofe fentiaiehts were entirely cpntradi^ory;^ aiiii 
//#«/• when matters came to greater maturity and fuller exp^mir 
tion, it was found that three different fa£tions almoft incl^* 
ded all the members of th|e diet, who ranged themfelves ua? 
der the ftandardsrof one or the other, as intereft, pirjudice, 
or inclination direAed. The moft powerful and zS&ft 
party was called the Hatu whofe principles tended to the old 
fyftem, exclaimed againft the late treaty with Kvjfia^ and led 
them openly to declare in favour of an attempt to recover all 
the provinces which had been ceded through neceffity. Xhefe 
were compofed of the remains of the }ate king's military of^ 
ficers and fcrvants, who retained part of his ambition, and 
the remembrance of the iigUre which Sweden made during 
bis reign, together with that prince's martial fpirit. The 
h&xon called by the cant-appellation of Night-caps was di« 
xt&ly oppofite in political principles to the flats, They^ de- 
clared abfolutely for peace, were fatisfied with the ceffiom 
made to Rujpa^ thought the prefent fyftem ought to be pre- 
ferred at all adventures, and endieavoiir^d by every poffiUe 
means to eftablifl^ the tranquillity, revive the commerce, and 
cheriih the fpirjt of ipduftiy, '^hich had of late appeared iii 
the nation. As to the Hunting^capSj a third fa^on, the ad- 
herents- of this party fteered a . middle courfe, and fell in whh 
one or other of the former, juft as' their fentiments happened 
to coincide with what they deemed the true intereft ofSwe^ 
4en, Violent debates arofe in the aflembly, but it was not 
. _ ^ long before the Hats gained a confiderable majority ; though 
^ their opponents maintained their ground with fuch obftir 

' 739? nacy, as occafioned the diet, contrary to cuftom, to fit almoft 
a whole year. Before the aii&mbly broke up feveral fenators 
were expelled, for having approved and affiftcd at the late 
treaty with Ruffia. The animofity of the public was hei^H 
tened by the misfortune of major Sifulair^ a Scotch gentle- 
man in the Swedijh fervice, who was reported to have bce^ 
murdered by a Ruffian officer at Nuremiurghdn Silefia^ zvA 
ftripped of all his papers. In vain did the czarina difavow lb 
bale an a&ion \ in vain did file make refti tution of die pa^ 
per3 ; ihe was exclaimed againft as si perfidious violator of 
the laws of nations, and protedrefs of a vile afiaffin, becaufe 
file had not put the officer to death who had coipmitted t^ 
jfnurder^ and indeed this tendernefs afforded ftrong pre- 
• L fi*"JP**^ns that the officer afted agreeable to orders. 
W^^ To thefe were added feveral other circumftances thj^^ 

f^^lpfr fended to widen thp bre^ich between tt^e \sno fiation$i among 
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^Cn^ frindfal of uriiich nuy be reckoned tbe death of tb# A. D« 
^ulstf c^BxifiAn^ who regarded bimfelf, and was indeed ^e- . ly^o* 
nerally confidered as tbe {irefumptive heir to the erown of 
fiwidm. The death of the emprefs of Ruffia^ uriiich hap* 
nened foon after, contributed likewife to aifift the defigns of 
•the Ihts in pronoting a rupture* At laft matteta were car- 
Tied to fuch a len^h, that hoftilities commenced in tbe 
^nonthof 7^^174 19 which were fucceeded by a variety of A. IK 
Uoodyengageinents. Fortune every where declared againft I'J^U 
Swidpi 5 &e iaaie fuperiority which her troops claimed over 
the enemy for the three laft reigns, was now due to the 
fiuffumsj who to numbers joined valour and condud. The 
repeated defeats fuftained from Charles XII. and the inde&-^ 
tigable endeavours of the cxar PeUr the Qreat to engage fo«- 
•reign officers in his fervice, and introduce difcipline among Tie 
his troops, made admirable foldi^s of the Rujpam. Brave Swedes ' 
by natttie, rough, ftrong, and hardy, they only wanted ^fortur 
knowledge of tbe art of war to become equal to tbe Swedes y'^^^^th 
and this they acquired, both from experience, and the in* '^^^ 
Arufftions of fome of the beft officers in Europe^ coUedaed 
from feveral nations* Finland was the theatre of war, and 
the fulje£l of contention i the enemy were victorious almoft 
in every encounter \ the province was the reward of fuccels % 
and the Swedfs added to the lofs of fo fine a tra£l of coun** 
try, the mortification of iinding that their liational fpirit was 
funk, and their enemies become their mafters in that very 
art, for their excellency in which they were but a few vears 
before the admiration of all Cbrijiendom. They now (carce 
' ever turned the fortune of war ; and to their other chagrins 
and difappointments was fuperadded the irreparable l<Ms of 
their -moft gracious fovereign the queen; aprincefs who, to 
every quality that, could adorn her elevated ftation, annexed 
the virtues that render private life amiable. Almoft the 
. whole Swedijh army fell into the hands of the enemy, which, 
with the queen 'S death, threw fuch a damp on the national 
fpirit, as reduced the king to the grievous neceffity of foli-* 
siting peace upon the terms propofed by the conquerors* 
The affair was laid before the ailembly of the ftates ; and 
while it was under deli^ration, another fubjed occurred to 
i)erpiex the Swedi/h councils. 

It was hoped that eftabliihing the fucceffion woujd con- Dt/^utee 
i^bute to give a favourable turn to the melancholy fituation aSoMtthe 
-of afiairs. The diet, therefore, proceeded with great zlsi'/uccffien* 
irrity in this bufinefs ; but the variety of candidates who of- 
fered themfelves, deftroyed the fruits of their. endeavours, 
jfld bs^ s4n¥)ft overturned the eonftitution, by dividing inta 
^ fa^ions 
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faaiims the cBferont ohkrs 6f f be ibtH* Thft y6u08 d«lir 
of Hoi/bin was ftcangiy fu|>|:k)ited bj tile hoif bf r^e i}d)>|* 
litji eke whole order .of the prsi&titt^ and .ft coiifidtfr^b)^ 
earty ambog th^ bur^elTe^ ; the clerg^ c^uftd tiSfc intereft tf 
The pritice GUitfi-CaJil, nephew t6 the kiog. Tb6 prince 
Di/putes ef Denmari was likewife a c^ndidatei and had forilied a 
tf^^«/ /^/ ftsong ititereft^ net only about court, but ;imcDg divers {>er«- 
/uic^a$. fons of the difierent orders of the ftates,, who ioislginrd tbaC 
to unioa of the crowns would prove mutually advantageous 
to Siiftden and Denmark. There was befides ^ private coqlt- 
petitor, who was alfo of the ro^al blood.; this Ukras the duke 
tyf Deux-Pwn | but his intereft w^ the we^eft, . Tbhp 
chief debates lay ai^oiig the partt£uis of the three former ; 
they were long and vfelcnt^ and like every otfaet- point that 
becomes a party-^affkir^ filled whh acrisiony and rancoux^ 
though they terminated in favour of the duke of H^tftdn^ 
Who was declared fuGCeflor^ by a majority of no more thi^ 
6d 174.2, ^^^ voices- As this prince refided at Ptterfiurgh^ .had %, 
* powerful influence in Ruffia^ AnA claimed the (kcoe^li of 
Uie itiiperial crown of Mufcffdj^ it was hoped that hisintercA 
blight be able to procure reiUtuti6n of F'lnknd. The ufe 
ihade of this argument by his adherents^ was the chief mo* 
tjVe with the Stt^fifX for confenting to his eledion, as thejr 
perceived that great inconveniences muft arife from )EiL\'i 
claims on the crown of Rt^. Accordingly deputies were 
nominated to wait on his highnefs, with the ofFer of the re* 
verfion of the Swedi/h crown, provided he wouVl exert his 
utmoft endeavours to induce the czarina to reft6re the grand 
dtichy of Mniandi but before their arrival, at the court of 
Ptterjburgh^ the duke had embraced the Greek religion, to 
qualify hihifeif to he pot next in the fitcceffion of the imp^r 
^ial diadem oi Ru0a, 

It was now expeded that the duke of Holfteih's d\{ap^ 

E Dinted party woiild join ihtereft with the adherenti of the 
ilig'6 nephew^ the prince of HeJi^C^ely ahd thereby turn 
the r^ale ih hit favour $ bttt it happened ptherwife. . The 
MAfants who had estpteiTed h unanimous an attachment to 
the hottfe bf Hotftein^ became no lefs wiirm and zealous in 
the-intereft of the prince of Henmark^ to whom likewife great 
part of the clergy went over from the prince oi HeffeCuJliL 
The ciHitention now becdme more violent than ever i and it Ik 
difficult to conjecture What the iflue mi^ht have been, had 
not other eircumftances interpofed to divert the public at- 
tention from that fingle objed. The peafants loudly in» 
(ifted upon an enquiry into thecondud of the generals, who 
commanded the Sw$£fle aroies in the two laft campaigns, at* 

tributiflg 
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tfitHiting tlib loflb and difgraces of the kingiI<to*to ihblf 
negligence, cowardice, or perfidy^ They were fupported 
hj the whole faSion of the HatSy who bid fe flrenuoufly 
promoted ifae war with RuJJiai and now thought to vindi* 
eate their miftaken councils, by throwing the blame on the 
mifcondud of the commanding officers. They cried out 
for vengeance, and appeared fo eager, that nothing woulil ' 
iktisfy them but the blood of the manors of the war, tcf 
i^hom they imputed its want of fucceis. Peace too appeared 
aa remote as ev(!r, though liow eflentially A^cefikry to the 
good and fecurity of the kingdom ; but the diet coUld ncfithdr 
determine to cede Finland akogether, nor fuggeft the nlean9 
of recovering a province- which had already coft more btood 
and treafure than it was intrinfically worth to Sweden^ The 
only probable method was the receiving it as an equivalent 
fftim the hands of her czari(h majefty ; to procure whith his 
J9r//jii»/f majefty again interpofed, at a critical jundure, lit 
behalf of Sweden^ ofiered his mediation, and by the weight 
of his ixlfiuence prevailed on the parties to fettle ccfnferencet 
at Aioy whitch terminated in a treaty, whereby Ruffia 
confented to make entire reftitution of the province, ex*' 
cept a fmall diftrid, and to renew the peace between the 
two nations upon ^ne condition* This was no other tfaail 7*^ iJigfep 
that the ftates ihould eleft duke Adolphus Frederiey bifbbp of ^^ Labec 
Ltibec^ ztiA adminiftrator of Holjieiny fucceffor to the crown tkaed. 
of Sweden s in which cafe the young duke of Helfleinj now 
f)refumptive heir of the imperial diadem of RufftOj whom 
they had already elected, was ready to make a folemn re^^ 
nunciation of his right to the crown of Sweden. The con^ 
fideratfon of the advantages that wbuld neceilarily flow frond 
fuch a meafure, bore down all oppofttion, and brought in 
courfe of time all the orders of the eftates to efpoufe the ih-^ I 

tfcreft 6f the adminiftrator oi Holfteiny who was accordingly 
dtelared hereditary prince of SwedeH. Several ofth^ pro- Joaeij* 
vinces, however, did not approve of diis dedidn; add A. D. 
Dakcarlia in particular fo ftrenuoufly fupported the claim of 1743. 
the pritice of Denmark^ that the inhabitants took arms, and* 
inarched in a body to Stockbolmy to difannul the proceedings 
of the ftates. . The king tried, every method to appeafe thefe 
tumultuous peafahts, and was even willing to make unrea- 
fimable conceffions, rather than come to extremities, and ha- 
sierd a civil warj biit nothing lefs would fatisfy the Dale^^ 
carliansy than that the king and ftates would revoke the 
decrees of the diet, fet the bifliop of Lnbee afide, and raife 
the prince of Denmark to the dignity of hereditary prince of 
Sweden. In this they perfiftcd 1 and the king with regret 

beheld 
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beheld himielf tinder the neceffity of employing force. The 

Zhitch of sirmy was drawn out, and a battle fought with the Dakcar- 

the Swe- Hansy in the midft of (he capital, in which, after an obftinate 

diAiaf' conflid, they werer defeated with great flaughter, forced to 

fairs to tbk lay down their arms, fign their confent to the decrees of the 

frefent diet, and throw themfelves upon the royal clemency, which 

timt4* was extended to them in the moft ample manner, though the 

heinous nature of their offence might have jofHfied die ut-' 

moft fc7crity. 

One would have imagined that the public repofe was now 
eftablifhed upon a folid bafis. An advantageous peace was 
concluded with Rufsia^ the fucreffion was fettled' upon a 
footing agreeable to a majority of the people, and the king 
had given the ftrongeft proof of his afief^ion for his fubjefb, 
by the late general amnefty, which he granted ; but all this* 
' proved infufficient to quiet the reftlefs minds of the peafants. 

Difappointment in their favourite proje£^ of placing the 
prince of Denmark in the fucc^ffion, 4iad foured their tem-. 
per, and they refolved to make the unfortunate noblemen* 
count Lewenhauptf and baron Badeknbrokey the vi^Ums ot 
their refentment« Thefe two noble perfonages had been fe- 
lemnly tried for mifbehaviour in the two Iiaft campaigns ;. 
they were condemned rather to fatisfy the minds of the 
people, than from proofs of their mifcondud ; yet the exe* 
cution of the fentence bad hitherto been deferred by the 
court, from a conviction of their innocence. But the cur« 
rent of popular indighation flowed at this time with fuch 
irrefifiible rapidity againft the unhappy prifoners, that the 
court was forced to withdraw its protedion, and a prince of 
the greateft clemency obliged to devote to deftru£tion two . 
faithful fubjeds, whofe fervices he received with gratitude* 
Lieutenant-general hzton Baddenbroke was brought to the 
fcaffbld on the i6th of Julyy where he loft his head, to the 
eternal difgrace of the Swedxjh nation ; while the field ma- 
refchal Lewenbaupt refpited his fate by an efcape, at .which 
the court was fUppofed to connive, Prepofiefled with this 
notion, the people became more outrageous than before, the 
firidcft fearch was made for the count, he was taken, and 
executed agreeable to his fentence, notwithftanding the king» 
the court, the nobility, and the clergy interceded for his 
life. Nor did the peafants yield their entire confent to the 
ele^on of the bifhop of LubeCy until they were brought 
into good humour by thefe bloody facrifices ; now they ap- 
peared fully gratified, fignified their allent to the eledion, 
requefted that duke Adolphds might be invited over to Stock- 
bohf and exprefied the warmeft demonftra^ons of joy oa 

3 bi5 



fbe Hijiory of Sweden; 445 

Ills arrival. From this time to the origin of the prefent 
vra^^ in which Sweden^ contrary to the whole fyftem of her 
politics, has ta^en part with the confederates againft his 
JPrufsian majefty, nothing occurred to difturb the tranquillity / 

of the kingdom. The king of Denmark^ indeed, refenteo 
^he elevation of the houfe of Hol/iein^ and difappointment of 
liis own fon : he made vaft preparations, and ieemed incli* 
liable to invade Sweditiy but the unanimity of that kingdom^ 
fupported by the powerful empire of Rufsia^ obliged him to « 
lay afide his defigns. It is perhaps the influence, poffibly 
the fear of the court oi Peterjburghj that has forced Sweden 
into the prefent meafures, fo contrary to her real intereft^ 
and efpoufed only by a fa£tion. The mean figure (he has 
made in Pcmeraniay the frequent repulfes which her troops 
have met with from a handful of Prufsiansy proves either 
that the nation is by no means hearty in the war, or that 
the martial fpirit, the ftrength, difcipline, and valour of the 
Swedes^ are on the decline. 

Thus have we exhibited a faithful piSure of the revolu-* 
tions in the Swedijb government, the ferics of the Swedifi 
kings, the wars carried on with their neighbours, and every 
other circumftance requiiite to the underftandins the hiftory 
of a people, who always made a principal figure \n the affairs 
of the northerii hemifphere. We have continued the fketch 
down to the prefent times, to. fupply this deficiency in the 
hiftory of Denmark^ and form a key to the prefent flate of 
the northern kingdoms. Sweden was intimately conne<5ted 
of late years with the policy of Rufsia^ Denmark, and Po^ 
^ htnd'y and reciting the hiflory of either is equally fatisfadory, 
vrithout being fo prolix, as relating the hiflory of each iepa- 
rate kingdom. 
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